
632

38 CFR Ch. I (7–1–03 Edition)§ 17.97

(b) The drugs and medicines are pre-
scribed as specific therapy in the treat-
ment of any of the veteran’s illnesses 
or injuries. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1712 (d)) 

[32 FR 13816, Oct. 4, 1967, as amended at 36 FR 
4782, Mar. 12, 1971; 45 FR 6937, Jan. 31, 1980; 47 
FR 58249, Dec. 30, 1982. Redesignated at 61 FR 
21965, May 13, 1996, as amended at 63 FR 
37780, July 14, 1998]

§ 17.97 Prescriptions in Alaska, and 
territories and possessions. 

In Alaska and territories and posses-
sions, where there are no Department 
of Veterans Affairs pharmacies, the ex-
penses of any prescriptions filled by a 
private pharmacist which otherwise 
could have been filled by a Department 
of Veterans Affairs pharmacy under 38 
U.S.C. 1712(h), may be reimbursed. 

[32 FR 13816, Oct. 4, 1967. Redesignated and 
amended at 61 FR 21965, 21967, May 13, 1996]

§ 17.98 Mental health services. 
(a) Following the death of a veteran, 

bereavement counseling involving serv-
ices defined in 38 U.S.C. 1701(6)(B), may 
be furnished to persons who were re-
ceiving mental health services in con-
nection with treatment of the veteran 
under 38 U.S.C. 1710, 1712, 1712A, 1713, or 
1717, or 38 CFR 17.84 of this part, prior 
to the veteran’s death, but may only be 
furnished in instances where the vet-
eran’s death had been unexpected or 
occurred while the veteran was partici-
pating in a VA hospice or similar pro-
gram. Bereavement counseling may be 
provided only to assist individuals with 
the emotional and psychological stress 
accompanying the veteran’s death, and 
only for a limited period of time, as de-
termined by the Medical Center Direc-
tor, but not to exceed 60 days. The 
Medical Center Director may approve a 
longer period of time when medically 
indicated. 

(b) For purposes of paragraph (a) of 
this section, an unexpected death is 
one which occurs when in the course of 
an illness the provider of care did not 
or could not have anticipated the tim-
ing of the death. Ordinarily, the pro-
vider of care can anticipate the pa-
tient’s death and can inform the pa-
tient and family of the immediacy and 
certainty of death. If that has not 

taken place, a death can be described 
as unexpected. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1701(6)(B)) 

[53 FR 7186, Mar. 7, 1988. Redesignated and 
amended at 61 FR 21965, 21967, May 13, 1996]

BREAKING APPOINTMENTS

§ 17.100 Refusal of treatment by un-
necessarily breaking appointments. 

A patient under medical treatment 
who breaks an appointment without a 
reasonable excuse will be informed 
that breaking an additional appoint-
ment will be deemed to be a refusal to 
accept VA treatment. If such a patient 
fails to keep a second appointment, 
without at least 24 hours notice, such 
action will be deemed as a refusal to 
accept VA treatment. Thereafter, no 
further treatment will be furnished 
until the veteran has agreed to cooper-
ate by keeping appointments. Treat-
ment will not be discontinued until the 
treating physician has reviewed the 
treatment files, concurred in the ac-
tion and signed a statement to this ef-
fect in the record. Consideration will 
be given to the veteran’s ability to 
make a rational decision concerning 
the need for medical care and/or exam-
ination. The veteran will be advised of 
the final decision. Nothing in this sec-
tion will be construed to prevent treat-
ment for an emergent condition that 
may arise during or subsequent to this 
action. Where an appointment is bro-
ken without notice and satisfactory 
reasons are advanced for breaking the 
appointment and circumstances were 
such that notice could not be given, 
the patient will not be deemed to have 
refused treatment. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 7304) 

[51 FR 8672, Mar. 13, 1986. Redesignated at 61 
FR 21965, May 13, 1996; 64 FR 54218, Oct. 6, 
1999]

CHARGES, WAIVERS, AND COLLECTIONS

§ 17.101 Collection or recovery by VA 
for medical care or services pro-
vided or furnished to a veteran for 
a nonservice-connected disability. 

(a)(1) General. This section covers col-
lection or recovery by VA, under 38 
U.S.C. 1729, for medical care or services 
provided or furnished to a veteran: 
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