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Department of Veterans Affairs § 17.900

HEALTH CARE BENEFITS FOR CERTAIN 
CHILDREN OF VIETNAM VETERANS—
SPINA BIFIDA AND COVERED BIRTH 
DEFECTS

SOURCE: 68 FR 1010, Jan. 8, 2003, unless oth-
erwise noted.

§ 17.900 Definitions. 
For purposes of §§ 17.900 through 

17.905— 
Approved health care provider means a 

health care provider currently ap-
proved by the Center for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS), Department 
of Defense TRICARE Program, Civilian 
Health and Medical Program of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs 
(CHAMPVA), Joint Commission on Ac-
creditation of Health Care Organiza-
tions (JCAHO), or currently approved 
for providing health care under a li-
cense or certificate issued by a govern-
mental entity with jurisdiction. An en-
tity or individual will be deemed to be 
an approved health care provider only 
when acting within the scope of the ap-
proval, license, or certificate. 

Child for purposes of spina bifida 
means the same as individual as defined 
at § 3.814(c)(2) or § 3.815(c)(2) of this title 
and for purposes of covered birth de-
fects means the same as individual as 
defined at § 3.815(c)(2) of this title. 

Covered birth defect means the same 
as defined at § 3.815(c)(3) of this title 
and also includes complications or 
medical conditions that are associated 
with the covered birth defect(s) accord-
ing to the scientific literature. 

Habilitative and rehabilitative care 
means such professional, counseling, 
and guidance services and such treat-
ment programs (other than vocational 
training under 38 U.S.C. 1804 or 1814) as 
are necessary to develop, maintain, or 
restore, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, the functioning of a disabled 
person. 

Health care means home care, hos-
pital care, nursing home care, out-
patient care, preventive care, 
habilitative and rehabilitative care, 
case management, and respite care; 
and includes the training of appro-
priate members of a child’s family or 
household in the care of the child; and 
the provision of such pharmaceuticals, 
supplies (including continence-related 

supplies such as catheters, pads, and 
diapers), equipment (including durable 
medical equipment), devices, appli-
ances, assistive technology, direct 
transportation costs to and from ap-
proved health care providers (including 
any necessary costs for meals and lodg-
ing en route, and accompaniment by an 
attendant or attendants), and other 
materials as the Secretary determines 
necessary. 

Health care provider means any entity 
or individual that furnishes health 
care, including specialized clinics, 
health care plans, insurers, organiza-
tions, and institutions. 

Home care means medical care, 
habilitative and rehabilitative care, 
preventive health services, and health-
related services furnished to a child in 
the child’s home or other place of resi-
dence. 

Hospital care means care and treat-
ment furnished to a child who has been 
admitted to a hospital as a patient. 

Nursing home care means care and 
treatment furnished to a child who has 
been admitted to a nursing home as a 
resident. 

Outpatient care means care and treat-
ment, including preventive health serv-
ices, furnished to a child other than 
hospital care or nursing home care. 

Preventive care means care and treat-
ment furnished to prevent disability or 
illness, including periodic examina-
tions, immunizations, patient health 
education, and such other services as 
the Secretary determines necessary to 
provide effective and economical pre-
ventive health care. 

Respite care means care furnished by 
an approved health care provider on an 
intermittent basis for a limited period 
to an individual who resides primarily 
in a private residence when such care 
will help the individual continue resid-
ing in such private residence. 

Spina bifida means all forms and 
manifestations of spina bifida except 
spina bifida occulta (this includes com-
plications or medical conditions that 
are associated with spina bifida accord-
ing to the scientific literature). 

Vietnam veteran for purposes of spina 
bifida means the same as defined at 
§ 3.814(c)(1) or § 3.815(c)(1) of this title 
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and for purposes of covered birth de-
fects means the same as defined at 
§ 3.815(c)(1) of this title. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 101(2), 1802–1803, 1811–
1813, 1821)

§ 17.901 Provision of health care. 
(a) Spina bifida. VA will provide a 

Vietnam veteran’s child who has been 
determined under § 3.814 or § 3.815 of 
this title to suffer from spina bifida 
with such health care as the Secretary 
determines is needed by the child for 
spina bifida. VA may inform spina 
bifida patients, parents, or guardians 
that health care may be available at 
not-for-profit charitable entities. 

(b) Covered birth defects. VA will pro-
vide a woman Vietnam veteran’s child 
who has been determined under § 3.815 
of this title to suffer from spina bifida 
or other covered birth defects with 
such health care as the Secretary de-
termines is needed by the child for the 
covered birth defects. However, if VA 
has determined for a particular covered 
birth defect that § 3.815(a)(2) of this 
title applies (concerning affirmative 
evidence of cause other than the moth-
er’s service during the Vietnam era), 
no benefits or assistance will be pro-
vided under this section with respect to 
that particular birth defect. 

(c) Providers of care. Health care pro-
vided under this section will be pro-
vided directly by VA, by contract with 
an approved health care provider, or by 
other arrangement with an approved 
health care provider. 

(d) Submission of information. For pur-
poses of §§ 17.900 through 17.905: 

(1) The telephone number of the 
Health Administration Center is (888) 
820–1756; 

(2) The facsimile number of the 
Health Administration Center is (303) 
331–7807; 

(3) The hand-delivery address of the 
Health Administration Center is 300 S. 
Jackson Street, Denver, CO 80209; and 

(4) The mailing address of the Health 
Administration Center— 

(i) For spina bifida is P.O. Box 65025, 
Denver, CO 80206–9025; and 

(ii) For covered birth defects is P.O. 
Box 469027, Denver, CO 80246–0027. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 101(2), 1802–1803, 1811–
1813, 1821)

NOTE TO § 17.901: This is not intended to be 
a comprehensive insurance plan and does not 
cover health care unrelated to spina bifida or 
unrelated to covered birth defects. VA is the 
exclusive payer for services paid under 
§§ 17.900 through 17.905 regardless of any third 
party insurer, Medicare, Medicaid, health 
plan, or any other plan or program providing 
health care coverage. Any third-party in-
surer, Medicare, Medicaid, health plan, or 
any other plan or program providing health 
care coverage would be responsible according 
to its provisions for payment for health care 
not relating to spina bifida or covered birth 
defects.

§ 17.902 Preauthorization. 

(a) Preauthorization from a benefits 
advisor of the Health Administration 
Center is required for the following 
services or benefits under §§ 17.900 
through 17.905: rental or purchase of 
durable medical equipment with a 
total rental or purchase price in excess 
of $300, respectively; transplantation 
services; mental health services; train-
ing; substance abuse treatment; dental 
services; and travel (other than mile-
age at the General Services Adminis-
tration rate for privately owned auto-
mobiles). Authorization will only be 
given in those cases where there is a 
demonstrated medical need related to 
the spina bifida or covered birth de-
fects. Requests for provision of health 
care requiring preauthorization shall 
be made to the Health Administration 
Center and may be made by telephone, 
facsimile, mail, or hand delivery. The 
application must contain the following: 

(1) Name of child, 
(2) Child’s Social Security number, 
(3) Name of veteran, 
(4) Veteran’s Social Security number, 
(5) Type of service requested, 
(6) Medical justification, 
(7) Estimated cost, and 
(8) Name, address, and telephone 

number of provider. 
(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of 

paragraph (a) of this section, 
preauthorization is not required for a 
condition for which failure to receive 
immediate treatment poses a serious 
threat to life or health. Such emer-
gency care should be reported by tele-
phone to the Health Administration 
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Center within 72 hours of the emer-
gency. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 101(2), 1802–1803, 1811–
1813, 1821) 

(The Office of Management and Budget has 
approved the information collection require-
ments in this section under control number 
2900–0578.)

§ 17.903 Payment. 
(a)(1) Payment for services or bene-

fits under §§ 17.900 through 17.905 will be 
determined utilizing the same payment 
methodologies as provided for under 
the Civilian Health and Medical Pro-
gram of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs (CHAMPVA) (see § 17.270). 

(2) As a condition of payment, the 
services must have occurred: 

(i) For spina bifida, on or after Octo-
ber 1, 1997, and must have occurred on 
or after the date the child was deter-
mined eligible for benefits under § 3.814 
of this title. 

(ii) For covered birth defects, on or 
after December 1, 2001, and must have 
occurred on or after the date the child 
was determined eligible for benefits 
under § 3.815 of this title. 

(3) Claims from approved health care 
providers must be filed with the Health 
Administration Center in writing (fac-
simile, mail, hand delivery, or elec-
tronically) no later than: 

(i) One year after the date of service; 
or 

(ii) In the case of inpatient care, one 
year after the date of discharge; or 

(iii) In the case of retroactive ap-
proval for health care, 180 days fol-
lowing beneficiary notification of eligi-
bility. 

(4) Claims for health care provided 
under the provisions of §§ 17.900 through 
17.905 must contain, as appropriate, the 
information set forth in paragraphs 
(a)(4)(i) through (a)(4)(v) of this sec-
tion. 

(i) Patient identification informa-
tion: 

(A) Full name, 
(B) Address, 
(C) Date of birth, and 
(D) Social Security number. 
(ii) Provider identification informa-

tion (inpatient and outpatient serv-
ices): 

(A) Full name and address (such as 
hospital or physician), 

(B) Remittance address, 
(C) Address where services were ren-

dered, 
(D) Individual provider’s professional 

status (M.D., Ph.D., R.N., etc.), and 
(E) Provider tax identification num-

ber (TIN) or Social Security number. 
(iii) Patient treatment information 

(long-term care or institutional serv-
ices): 

(A) Dates of service (specific and in-
clusive), 

(B) Summary level itemization (by 
revenue code), 

(C) Dates of service for all absences 
from a hospital or other approved insti-
tution during a period for which inpa-
tient benefits are being claimed, 

(D) Principal diagnosis established, 
after study, to be chiefly responsible 
for causing the patient’s hospitaliza-
tion, 

(E) All secondary diagnoses, 
(F) All procedures performed, 
(G) Discharge status of the patient, 

and 
(H) Institution’s Medicare provider 

number. 
(iv) Patient treatment information 

for all other health care providers and 
ancillary outpatient services such as 
durable medical equipment, medical 
requisites, and independent labora-
tories: 

(A) Diagnosis, 
(B) Procedure code for each proce-

dure, service, or supply for each date of 
service, and 

(C) Individual billed charge for each 
procedure, service, or supply for each 
date of service. 

(v) Prescription drugs and medicines 
and pharmacy supplies: 

(A) Name and address of pharmacy 
where drug was dispensed, 

(B) Name of drug, 
(C) National Drug Code (NDC) for 

drug provided, 
(D) Strength, 
(E) Quantity, 
(F) Date dispensed, 
(G) Pharmacy receipt for each drug 

dispensed (including billed charge), and 
(H) Diagnosis for which each drug is 

prescribed. 
(b) Health care payment will be pro-

vided in accordance with the provisions 
of §§ 17.900 through 17.905. However, the 
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following are specifically excluded 
from payment: 

(1) Care as part of a grant study or 
research program, 

(2) Care considered experimental or 
investigational, 

(3) Drugs not approved by the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration for 
commercial marketing, 

(4) Services, procedures, or supplies 
for which the beneficiary has no legal 
obligation to pay, such as services ob-
tained at a health fair, 

(5) Services provided outside the 
scope of the provider’s license or cer-
tification, and 

(6) Services rendered by providers 
suspended or sanctioned by a Federal 
agency. 

(c) Payments made in accordance 
with the provisions of §§ 17.900 through 
17.905 shall constitute payment in full. 
Accordingly, the health care provider 
or agent for the health care provider 
may not impose any additional charge 
for any services for which payment is 
made by VA. 

(d) Explanation of benefits (EOB)—(1) 
When a claim under the provisions of 
§§ 17.900 through 17.905 is adjudicated, 
an EOB will be sent to the beneficiary 
or guardian and the provider. The EOB 
provides, at a minimum, the following 
information: 

(i) Name and address of recipient, 
(ii) Description of services and/or 

supplies provided, 
(iii) Dates of services or supplies pro-

vided, 
(iv) Amount billed, 
(v) Determined allowable amount, 
(vi) To whom payment, if any, was 

made, and 
(vii) Reasons for denial (if applica-

ble). 
(2) [Reserved] 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 101(2), 1802–1803, 1811–
1813, 1821) 

(The Office of Management and Budget has 
approved the information collection require-
ments in this section under control number 
2900–0578.)

§ 17.904 Review and appeal process. 
For purposes of §§ 17.900 through 

17.905, if a health care provider, child, 
or representative disagrees with a de-
termination concerning provision of 
health care or with a determination 

concerning payment, the person or en-
tity may request reconsideration. Such 
request must be submitted in writing 
(by facsimile, mail, or hand delivery) 
within one year of the date of the ini-
tial determination to the Health Ad-
ministration Center (Attention: Chief, 
Benefit and Provider Services). The re-
quest must state why it is believed 
that the decision is in error and must 
include any new and relevant informa-
tion not previously considered. Any re-
quest for reconsideration that does not 
identify the reason for dispute will be 
returned to the sender without further 
consideration. After reviewing the 
matter, including any relevant sup-
porting documentation, a benefits ad-
visor will issue a written determina-
tion (with a statement of findings and 
reasons) to the person or entity seek-
ing reconsideration that affirms, re-
verses, or modifies the previous deci-
sion. If the person or entity seeking re-
consideration is still dissatisfied, with-
in 90 days of the date of the decision he 
or she may submit in writing (by fac-
simile, mail, or hand delivery) to the 
Health Administration Center (Atten-
tion: Director) a request for review by 
the Director, Health Administration 
Center. The Director will review the 
claim and any relevant supporting doc-
umentation and issue a decision in 
writing (with a statement of findings 
and reasons) that affirms, reverses, or 
modifies the previous decision. An ap-
peal under this section would be con-
sidered as filed at the time it was de-
livered to the VA or at the time it was 
released for submission to the VA (for 
example, this could be evidenced by the 
postmark, if mailed).

NOTE TO § 17.904: The final decision of the 
Director will inform the claimant of further 
appellate rights for an appeal to the Board of 
Veterans’ Appeals.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 101(2), 1802–1803, 1811–
1813, 1821) 

(The Office of Management and Budget has 
approved the information collection require-
ments in this section under control number 
2900–0578.)

§ 17.905 Medical records. 
Copies of medical records generated 

outside VA that relate to activities for 
which VA is asked to provide payment 
or that VA determines are necessary to 
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adjudicate claims under §§ 17.900 
through 17.905 must be provided to VA 
at no cost. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 101(2), 1802–1803, 1811–
1813, 1821)

PAYMENT OR REIMBURSEMENT FOR 
EMERGENCY SERVICES FOR NON-
SERVICE-CONNECTED CONDITIONS IN 
NON-VA FACILITIES

SOURCE: 66 FR 36470, July 12, 2001, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 17.1000 Payment or reimbursement 
for emergency services for non-
service-connected conditions in 
non-VA facilities. 

Sections 17.1000 through 17.1008 con-
stitute the requirements under 38 
U.S.C. 1725 that govern VA payment or 
reimbursement for non-VA emergency 
services furnished to a veteran for non-
service-connected conditions. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1725)

NOTE TO § 17.1000: In cases where a patient 
is admitted for inpatient care, health care 
providers furnishing emergency treatment 
who believe they may have a basis for filing 
a claim with VA for payment under 38 U.S.C. 
1725 should contact VA within 48-hours after 
admission for emergency treatment. Such 
contact is not a condition of VA payment. 
However, the contact will assist the provider 
in understanding the conditions for pay-
ment. The contact may also assist the pro-
vider in planning for transfer of the veteran 
after stabilization.

[66 FR 36470, July 12, 2001, as amended at 68 
FR 3404, Jan. 24, 2003]

§ 17.1001 Definitions. 
For purposes of §§ 17.1000 through 

17.1008: 
(a) The term health-plan contract 

means any of the following: 
(1) An insurance policy or contract, 

medical or hospital service agreement, 
membership or subscription contract, 
or similar arrangement under which 
health services for individuals are pro-
vided or the expenses of such services 
are paid; 

(2) An insurance program described 
in section 1811 of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1395c) or established by 
section 1831 of that Act (42 U.S.C. 
1395j); 

(3) A State plan for medical assist-
ance approved under title XIX of the 

Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et 
seq.); 

(4) A workers’ compensation law or 
plan described in section 38 U.S.C. 
1729(a)(2)(A); or 

(5) A law of a State or political sub-
division described in 38 U.S.C. 
1729(a)(2)(B) (concerning motor vehicle 
accidents). 

(b) The term third party means any of 
the following: 

(1) A Federal entity; 
(2) A State or political subdivision of 

a State; 
(3) An employer or an employer’s in-

surance carrier; 
(4) An automobile accident repara-

tions insurance carrier; or 
(5) A person or entity obligated to 

provide, or to pay the expenses of, 
health services under a health-plan 
contract. 

(c) The term duplicate payment means 
payment made, in whole or in part, for 
the same emergency services for which 
VA reimbursed or made payment. 

(d) The term stabilized means that no 
material deterioration of the emer-
gency medical condition is likely, 
within reasonable medical probability, 
to occur if the veteran is discharged or 
transferred to a VA or other Federal 
facility. 

(e) The term VA medical facility of ju-
risdiction means the nearest VA med-
ical facility to where the emergency 
service was provided. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1725)

§ 17.1002 Substantive conditions for 
payment or reimbursement. 

Payment or reimbursement under 38 
U.S.C. 1725 for emergency services may 
be made only if all of the following 
conditions are met: 

(a) The emergency services were pro-
vided in a hospital emergency depart-
ment or a similar facility held out as 
providing emergency care to the pub-
lic; 

(b) The claim for payment or reim-
bursement for the initial evaluation 
and treatment is for a condition of 
such a nature that a prudent layperson 
would have reasonably expected that 
delay in seeking immediate medical at-
tention would have been hazardous to 
life or health (this standard would be 
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