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Central Office need not be notified un-
less a decision to affirm all or a portion 
of the remaining period of exclusion is 
issued. VA Central Office will notify all 
VA field offices of sanctions imposed 
and still in effect under this subpart.

§ 44.712 Conference. 
Upon receipt of a request for a con-

ference, the official imposing the sanc-
tion shall arrange such a conference 
with the participant or contractor and 
may designate another official to con-
duct the conference. The participant 
shall be given the opportunity to be 
heard within 10 business days of receipt 
of the request. This conference pre-
cedes, and is in addition to, the formal 
hearing provided if an appeal is taken 
under § 44.713. Although formal rules of 
procedure do not apply to the con-
ference, the participant or contractor 
may be represented by counsel and 
may present all relevant information 
and materials to the official or des-
ignee. After consideration of the infor-
mation and materials presented, the of-
ficial shall, in writing, advise the par-
ticipant or contractor of the decision 
to withdraw, modify or affirm the lim-
ited denial of participation. If the deci-
sion is made to affirm all or a portion 
of the remaining period of exclusion, 
the participant shall be advised of the 
right to request a formal hearing in 
writing within 30 days of receipt of no-
tice of decision. This decision shall be 
issued promptly, but in no event later 
than 20 days after the conference and 
receipt of materials.

§ 44.713 Appeal. 
Where the decision is made to affirm 

all or a portion of the remaining period 
of exclusion, any participant desiring 
an appeal shall file a written request 
for a hearing with the Under Secretary 
for Benefits, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, Wash-
ington, DC 20420. This request shall be 
filed within 30 days of receipt of the de-
cision to affirm. If a hearing is re-
quested, it shall be held in accordance 
with the procedures set forth at 
§§ 44.313 and 44.314. Where a limited de-
nial of participation is followed by a 
suspension or debarment, the limited 
denial of participation shall be super-
seded and the appeal shall be heard 

solely as an appeal of the suspension or 
debarment.

APPENDIX A TO PART 44—CERTIFICATION 
REGARDING DEBARMENT, SUSPEN-
SION, AND OTHER RESPONSIBILITY 
MATTERS—PRIMARY COVERED 
TRANSACTIONS 

Instructions for Certification 

1. By signing and submitting this proposal, 
the prospective primary participant is pro-
viding the certification set out below. 

2. The inability of a person to provide the 
certification required below will not nec-
essarily result in denial of participation in 
this covered transaction. The prospective 
participant shall submit an explanation of 
why it cannot provide the certification set 
out below. The certification or explanation 
will be considered in connection with the de-
partment or agency’s determination whether 
to enter into this transaction. However, fail-
ure of the prospective primary participant to 
furnish a certification or an explanation 
shall disqualify such person from participa-
tion in this transaction. 

3. The certification in this clause is a ma-
terial representation of fact upon which reli-
ance was placed when the department or 
agency determined to enter into this trans-
action. If it is later determined that the pro-
spective primary participant knowingly ren-
dered an erroneous certification, in addition 
to other remedies available to the Federal 
Government, the department or agency may 
terminate this transaction for cause or de-
fault. 

4. The prospective primary participant 
shall provide immediate written notice to 
the department or agency to which this pro-
posal is submitted if at any time the pro-
spective primary participant learns that its 
certification was erroneous when submitted 
or has become erroneous by reason of 
changed circumstances. 

5. The terms covered transaction, debarred, 
suspended, ineligible, lower tier covered trans-
action, participant, person, primary covered 
transaction, principal, proposal, and volun-
tarily excluded, as used in this clause, have 
the meanings set out in the Definitions and 
Coverage sections of the rules implementing 
Executive Order 12549. You may contact the 
department or agency to which this proposal 
is being submitted for assistance in obtain-
ing a copy of those regulations. 

6. The prospective primary participant 
agrees by submitting this proposal that, 
should the proposed covered transaction be 
entered into, it shall not knowingly enter 
into any lower tier covered transaction with 
a person who is proposed for debarment 
under 48 CFR part 9, subpart 9.4, debarred, 
suspended, declared ineligible, or voluntarily 
excluded from participation in this covered 
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transaction, unless authorized by the depart-
ment or agency entering into this trans-
action. 

7. The prospective primary participant fur-
ther agrees by submitting this proposal that 
it will include the clause titled ‘‘Certifi-
cation Regarding Debarment, Suspension, 
Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclusion-Lower 
Tier Covered Transaction,’’ provided by the 
department or agency entering into this cov-
ered transaction, without modification, in 
all lower tier covered transactions and in all 
solicitations for lower tier covered trans-
actions. 

8. A participant in a covered transaction 
may rely upon a certification of a prospec-
tive participant in a lower tier covered 
transaction that it is not proposed for debar-
ment under 48 CFR part 9, subpart 9.4, 
debarred, suspended, ineligible, or volun-
tarily excluded from the covered trans-
action, unless it knows that the certification 
is erroneous. A participant may decide the 
method and frequency by which it deter-
mines the eligibility of its principals. Each 
participant may, but is not required to, 
check the List of Parties Excluded from Fed-
eral Procurement and Nonprocurement Pro-
grams. 

9. Nothing contained in the foregoing shall 
be construed to require establishment of a 
system of records in order to render in good 
faith the certification required by this 
clause. The knowledge and information of a 
participant is not required to exceed that 
which is normally possessed by a prudent 
person in the ordinary course of business 
dealings. 

10. Except for transactions authorized 
under paragraph 6 of these instructions, if a 
participant in a covered transaction know-
ingly enters into a lower tier covered trans-
action with a person who is proposed for de-
barment under 48 CFR part 9, subpart 9.4, 
suspended, debarred, ineligible, or volun-
tarily excluded from participation in this 
transaction, in addition to other remedies 
available to the Federal Government, the de-
partment or agency may terminate this 
transaction for cause or default. 

Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, 
and Other Responsibility Matters—Primary 
Covered Transactions 

(1) The prospective primary participant 
certifies to the best of its knowledge and be-
lief, that it and its principals: 

(a) Are not presently debarred, suspended, 
proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, 
or voluntarily excluded by any Federal de-
partment or agency; 

(b) Have not within a three-year period 
preceding this proposal been convicted of or 
had a civil judgment rendered against them 
for commission of fraud or a criminal offense 
in connection with obtaining, attempting to 
obtain, or performing a public (Federal, 

State or local) transaction or contract under 
a public transaction; violation of Federal or 
State antitrust statutes or commission of 
embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, fal-
sification or destruction of records, making 
false statements, or receiving stolen prop-
erty; 

(c) Are not presently indicted for or other-
wise criminally or civilly charged by a gov-
ernmental entity (Federal, State or local) 
with commission of any of the offenses enu-
merated in paragraph (1)(b) of this certifi-
cation; and 

(d) Have not within a three-year period 
preceding this application/proposal had one 
or more public transactions (Federal, State 
or local) terminated for cause or default. 

(2) Where the prospective primary partici-
pant is unable to certify to any of the state-
ments in this certification, such prospective 
participant shall attach an explanation to 
this proposal. 

[60 FR 33042, 33059, June 26, 1995]

APPENDIX B TO PART 44—CERTIFICATION 
REGARDING DEBARMENT, SUSPEN-
SION, INELIGIBILITY AND VOLUNTARY 
EXCLUSION—LOWER TIER COVERED 
TRANSACTIONS 

Instructions for Certification 

1. By signing and submitting this proposal, 
the prospective lower tier participant is pro-
viding the certification set out below. 

2. The certification in this clause is a ma-
terial representation of fact upon which reli-
ance was placed when this transaction was 
entered into. If it is later determined that 
the prospective lower tier participant know-
ingly rendered an erroneous certification, in 
addition to other remedies available to the 
Federal Government the department or 
agency with which this transaction origi-
nated may pursue available remedies, includ-
ing suspension and/or debarment. 

3. The prospective lower tier participant 
shall provide immediate written notice to 
the person to which this proposal is sub-
mitted if at any time the prospective lower 
tier participant learns that its certification 
was erroneous when submitted or had be-
come erroneous by reason of changed cir-
cumstances. 

4. The terms covered transaction, debarred, 
suspended, ineligible, lower tier covered trans-
action, participant, person, primary covered 
transaction, principal, proposal, and volun-
tarily excluded, as used in this clause, have 
the meaning set out in the Definitions and 
Coverage sections of rules implementing Ex-
ecutive Order 12549. You may contact the 
person to which this proposal is submitted 
for assistance in obtaining a copy of those 
regulations. 

5. The prospective lower tier participant 
agrees by submitting this proposal that, 
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