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6.1004 Environmental review and assess-
ment requirements. 

6.1005 Lead or cooperating agency. 
6.1006 Exemptions and considerations. 
6.1007 Implementation.

APPENDIX A TO PART 6—STATEMENT OF PRO-
CEDURES ON FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT 
AND WETLANDS PROTECTION

AUTHORITY: 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq., 7401-7671q; 
40 CFR part 1500.

SOURCE: 44 FR 64177, Nov. 6, 1979, unless 
otherwise noted.

Subpart A—General

§ 6.100 Purpose and policy. 

(a) The National Environmental Pol-
icy Act of 1969 (NEPA), 42 U.S.C. 4321 et 
seq., as implemented by Executive Or-
ders 11514 and 11991 and the Council on 
Environmental Quality (CEQ) Regula-
tions of November 29, 1978 (43 FR 55978) 
requires that Federal agencies include 
in their decision-making processes ap-
propriate and careful consideration of 
all environmental effects of proposed 
actions, analyze potential environ-
mental effects of proposed actions and 
their alternatives for public under-
standing and scrutiny, avoid or mini-
mize adverse effects of proposed ac-
tions, and restore and enhance environ-
mental quality as much as possible. 
The Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) shall integrate these NEPA fac-
tors as early in the Agency planning 
processes as possible. The environ-
mental review process shall be the 
focal point to assure NEPA consider-
ations are taken into account. To the 
extent applicable, EPA shall prepare 
environmental impact statements 
(EISs) on those major actions deter-
mined to have significant impact on 
the quality of the human environment. 
This part takes into account the EIS 
exemptions set forth under section 
511(c)(1) of the Clean Water Act (Pub. 
L. 92–500) and section 7(c)(1) of the En-
ergy Supply and Environmental Co-
ordination Act of 1974 (Pub. L. 93–319). 

(b) This part establishes EPA policy 
and procedures for the identification 
and analysis of the environmental im-
pacts of EPA-related activities and the 
preparation and processing of EISs.

§ 6.101 Definitions. 

(a) Terminology. All terminology used 
in this part will be consistent with the 
terms as defined in 40 CFR part 1508 
(the CEQ Regulations). Any qualifica-
tions will be provided in the definitions 
set forth in each subpart of this regula-
tion. 

(b) The term CEQ Regulations means 
the regulations issued by the Council 
on Environmental Quality on Novem-
ber 29, 1978 (see 43 FR 55978), which im-
plement Executive Order 11991. The 
CEQ Regulations will often be referred 
to throughout this regulation by ref-
erence to 40 CFR part 1500 et al.

(c) The term environmental review 
means the process whereby an evalua-
tion is undertaken by EPA to deter-
mine whether a proposed Agency ac-
tion may have a significant impact on 
the environment and therefore require 
the preparation of the EIS. 

(d) The term environmental informa-
tion document means any written anal-
ysis prepared by an applicant, grantee 
or contractor describing the environ-
mental impacts of a proposed action. 
This document will be of sufficient 
scope to enable the responsible official 
to prepare an environmental assess-
ment as described in the remaining 
subparts of this regulation. 

(e) The term grant as used in this 
part means an award of funds or other 
assistance by a written grant agree-
ment or cooperative agreement under 
40 CFR chapter I, subpart B.

§ 6.102 Applicability. 

(a) Administrative actions covered. This 
part applies to the activities of EPA in 
accordance with the outline of the sub-
parts set forth below. Each subpart de-
scribes the detailed environmental re-
view procedures required for each ac-
tion. 

(1) Subpart A sets forth an overview 
of the regulation. Section 6.102(b) de-
scribes the requirements for EPA legis-
lative proposals. 

(2) Subpart B describes the require-
ments for the content of an EIS pre-
pared pursuant to subparts E, F, G, H, 
and I. 

(3) Subpart C describes the require-
ments for coordination of all environ-
mental laws during the environmental 
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review undertaken pursuant to sub-
parts E, F, G, H, and I. 

(4) Subpart D describes the public in-
formation requirements which must be 
undertaken in conjunction with the en-
vironmental review requirements 
under subparts E, F, G, H, and I. 

(5) Subpart E describes the environ-
mental review requirements for the 
wastewater treatment construction 
grants program under Title II of the 
Clean Water Act. 

(6) Subpart F describes the environ-
mental review requirements for new 
source National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) permits 
under section 402 of the Clean Water 
Act. 

(7) Subpart G describes the environ-
mental review requirements for re-
search and development programs un-
dertaken by the Agency. 

(8) Subpart H describes the environ-
mental review requirements for solid 
waste demonstration projects under-
taken by the Agency. 

(9) Subpart I describes the environ-
mental review requirements for con-
struction of special purpose facilities 
and facility renovations by the Agency. 

(b) Legislative proposals. As required 
by the CEQ Regulations, legislative 
EISs are required for any legislative 
proposal developed by EPA which sig-
nificantly affects the quality of the 
human environment. A preliminary 
draft EIS shall be prepared by the re-
sponsible EPA office concurrently with 
the development of the legislative pro-
posal and contain information required 
under subpart B. The EIS shall be proc-
essed in accordance with the require-
ments set forth under 40 CFR 1506.8. 

(c) Application to ongoing activities—
(1) General. The effective date for these 
regulations is December 5, 1979. These 
regulations do not apply to an EIS or 
supplement to that EIS if the draft EIS 
was filed with the Office of External 
Affairs, (OEA) before July 30, 1979. No 
completed environmental documents 
need be redone by reason of these regu-
lations. 

(2) With regard to activities under 
subpart E, these regulations shall 
apply to all EPA environmental review 
procedures effective December 15, 1979. 
However, for facility plans begun be-
fore December 15, 1979, the responsible 

official shall impose no new require-
ments on the grantee. Such grantees 
shall comply with requirements appli-
cable before the effective date of this 
regulation. Notwithstanding the above, 
this regulation shall apply to any facil-
ity plan submitted to EPA after Sep-
tember 30, 1980. 

[44 FR 64177, Nov. 6, 1979, as amended at 47 
FR 9829, Mar. 8, 1982]

§ 6.103 Responsibilities. 

(a) General responsibilities. (1) The re-
sponsible official’s duties include: 

(i) Requiring applicants, contractors, 
and grantees to submit environmental 
information documents and related 
documents and assuring that environ-
mental reviews are conducted on pro-
posed EPA projects at the earliest pos-
sible point in EPA’s decision-making 
process. In this regard, the responsible 
official shall assure the early involve-
ment and availability of information 
for private applicants and other non-
Federal entities requiring EPA approv-
als. 

(ii) When required, assuring that ade-
quate draft EISs are prepared and dis-
tributed at the earliest possible point 
in EPA’s decision-making process, 
their internal and external review is 
coordinated, and final EISs are pre-
pared and distributed. 

(iii) When an EIS is not prepared, as-
suring documentation of the decision 
to grant a categorical exclusion, or as-
suring that findings of no significant 
impact (FNSIs) and environmental as-
sessments are prepared and distributed 
for those actions requiring them. 

(iv) Consulting with appropriate offi-
cials responsible for other environ-
mental laws set forth in subpart C. 

(v) Consulting with the Office of Ex-
ternal Affairs (OEA) on actions involv-
ing unresolved conflicts concerning 
this part or other Federal agencies. 

(vi) When required, assuring that 
public participation requirements are 
met. 

(2) Office of External Affairs duties in-
clude: (i) Supporting the Administrator 
in providing EPA policy guidance and 
assuring that EPA offices establish and 
maintain adequate administrative pro-
cedures to comply with this part. 
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(ii) Monitoring the overall timeliness 
and quality of the EPA effort to com-
ply with this part. 

(iii) Providing assistance to respon-
sible officials as required, i.e., pre-
paring guidelines describing the scope 
of environmental information required 
by private applicants relating to their 
proposed actions. 

(iv) Coordinating the training of per-
sonnel involved in the review and prep-
aration of EISs and other associated 
documents. 

(v) Acting as EPA liaison with the 
Council on Environmental Quality and 
other Federal and State entities on 
matters of EPA policy and administra-
tive mechanisms to facilitate external 
review of EISs, to determine lead agen-
cy and to improve the uniformity of 
the NEPA procedures of Federal agen-
cies. 

(vi) Advising the Administrator and 
Deputy Administrator on projects 
which involve more than one EPA of-
fice, are highly controversial, are na-
tionally significant, or pioneer EPA 
policy, when these projects have had or 
should have an EIS prepared on them. 

(vii) Carrying out administrative du-
ties relating to maintaining status of 
EISs within EPA, i.e., publication of 
notices of intent in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER and making available to the pub-
lic status reports on EISs and other 
elements of the environmental review 
process. 

(3) Office of an Assistant Administrator 
duties include: (i) Providing specific pol-
icy guidance to their respective offices 
and assuring that those offices estab-
lish and maintain adequate administra-
tive procedures to comply with this 
part. 

(ii) Monitoring the overall timeliness 
and quality of their respective office’s 
efforts to comply with this part. 

(iii) Acting as liaison between their 
offices and the OEA and between their 
offices and other Assistant Administra-
tors or Regional Administrators on 
matters of agencywide policy and pro-
cedures. 

(iv) Advising the Administrator and 
Deputy Administrator through the 
OEA on projects or activities within 
their respective areas of responsibil-
ities which involve more than one EPA 
office, are highly controversial, are na-

tionally significant, or pioneer EPA 
policy, when these projects will have or 
should have an EIS prepared on them. 

(v) Pursuant to § 6.102(b) of this sub-
part, preparing legislative EISs as ap-
propriate on EPA legislative initia-
tives. 

(4) The Office of Policy, Planning, 
and Evaluation duties include: respon-
sibilities for coordinating the prepara-
tion of EISs required on EPA legisla-
tive proposals in accordance with 
§ 6.102(b). 

(b) Responsibilities for subpart E—(1) 
Responsible official. The responsible of-
ficial for EPA actions covered by this 
subpart is the Regional Administrator. 

(2) Assistant Administrator. The re-
sponsibilities of the Assistant Adminis-
trator, as described in § 6.103(a)(3), shall 
be assumed by the Assistant Adminis-
trator for Water for EPA actions cov-
ered by this subpart. 

(c) Responsibilities for subpart F—(1) 
Responsible official. The responsible of-
ficial for activities covered by this sub-
part is the Regional Administrator. 

(2) Assistant Administrator. The re-
sponsibilities of the Assistant Adminis-
trator, as described in § 6.103(a)(3), shall 
be assumed by the Assistant Adminis-
trator for Enforcement and Compliance 
Monitoring for EPA actions covered by 
this subpart. 

(d) Responsibilities for subpart G. The 
Assistant Administrator for Research 
and Development will be the respon-
sible official for activities covered by 
this subpart. 

(e) Responsibilities for subpart H. The 
Assistant Administrator for Solid 
Waste and Emergency Response will be 
the responsible official for activities 
covered by this subpart. 

(f) Responsibilities for subpart I. The 
responsible official for new construc-
tion and modification of special pur-
pose facilities is as follows: 

(1) The Chief, Facilities Engineering 
and Real Estate Branch, Facilities and 
Support Services Division, Office of the 
Assistant Administrator for Adminis-
tration and Resource Management 
(OARM) shall be the responsible offi-
cial on all new construction of special 
purpose facilities and on all new modi-
fication projects for which the Facili-
ties Engineering and Real Estate 
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Branch has received a funding allow-
ance and for all other field components 
not covered elsewhere in paragraph (f) 
of this section. 

(2) The Regional Administrator shall 
be the responsible official on all im-
provement and modification projects 
for which the regional office has re-
ceived the funding allowance. 

[44 FR 64177, Nov. 6, 1979, as amended at 47 
FR 9829, Mar. 8, 1982; 50 FR 26315, June 25, 
1985; 51 FR 32609, Sept. 12, 1986]

§ 6.104 Early involvement of private 
parties. 

As required by 40 CFR 1501.2(d) and 
§ 6.103(a)(3)(v) of this regulation, re-
sponsible officials must ensure early 
involvement of private applicants or 
other non-Federal entities in the envi-
ronmental review process related to 
EPA grant and permit actions set forth 
under subparts E, F, G, and H. The re-
sponsible official in conjunction with 
OEA shall: 

(a) Prepare where practicable, ge-
neric guidelines describing the scope 
and level of environmental information 
required from applicants as a basis for 
evaluating their proposed actions, and 
make these guidelines available upon 
request. 

(b) Provide such guidance on a proj-
ect-by-project basis to any applicant 
seeking assistance. 

(c) Upon receipt of an application for 
agency approval, or notification that 
an application will be filed, consult as 
required with other appropriate parties 
to initiate and coordinate the nec-
essary environmental analyses. 

[44 FR 64177, Nov. 6, 1979, as amended at 47 
FR 9829, Mar. 8, 1982]

§ 6.105 Synopsis of environmental re-
view procedures. 

(a) Responsible official. The respon-
sible official shall utilize a systematic, 
interdisciplinary approach to integrate 
natural and social sciences as well as 
environmental design arts in planning 
programs and making decisions which 
are subject to environmental review. 
The respective staffs may be supple-
mented by professionals from other 
agencies (see 40 CFR 1501.6) or consult-
ants whenever in-house capabilities are 
insufficiently interdisciplinary. 

(b) Environmental information docu-
ments (EID). Environmental informa-
tion documents (EIDs) must be pre-
pared by applicants, grantees, or per-
mittees and submitted to EPA as re-
quired in subparts E, F, G, H, and I. 
EIDs will be of sufficient scope to en-
able the responsible official to prepare 
an environmental assessment as de-
scribed under § 6.105(d) of this part and 
subparts E through I. EIDs will not 
have to be prepared for actions where a 
categorical exclusion has been granted. 

(c) Environmental reviews. Environ-
mental reviews shall be conducted on 
the EPA activities outlined in § 6.102 of 
this part and set forth under subparts 
E, F, G, H and I. This process shall con-
sist of a study of the action to identify 
and evaluate the related environmental 
impacts. The process shall include a re-
view of any related environmental in-
formation document to determine 
whether any significant impacts are 
anticipated and whether any changes 
can be made in the proposed action to 
eliminate significant adverse impacts; 
when an EIS is required, EPA has over-
all responsibility for this review, al-
though grantees, applicants, permit-
tees or contractors will contribute to 
the review through submission of envi-
ronmental information documents. 

(d) Environmental assessments. Envi-
ronmental assessments (i.e., concise 
public documents for which EPA is re-
sponsible) are prepared to provide suffi-
cient data and analysis to determine 
whether an EIS or finding of no signifi-
cant impact is required. Where EPA de-
termines that a categorical exclusion 
is appropriate or an EIS will be pre-
pared, there is no need to prepare a for-
mal environmental assessment. 

(e) Notice of intent and EISs. When the 
environmental review indicates that a 
significant environmental impact may 
occur and significant adverse impacts 
can not be eliminated by making 
changes in the project, a notice of in-
tent to prepare an EIS shall be pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER, 
scoping shall be undertaken in accord-
ance with 40 CFR 1501.7, and a draft 
EIS shall be prepared and distributed. 
After external coordination and eval-
uation of the comments received, a 
final EIS shall be prepared and dis-
seminated. The final EIS shall list any 
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mitigation measures necessary to 
make the recommended alternative en-
vironmentally acceptable. 

(f) Finding of no significant impact 
(FNSI). When the environmental re-
view indicates no significant impacts 
are anticipated or when the project is 
altered to eliminate any significant ad-
verse impacts, a FNSI shall be issued 
and made available to the public. The 
environmental assessment shall be in-
cluded as a part of the FNSI. The FNSI 
shall list any mitigation measures nec-
essary to make the recommended al-
ternative environmentally acceptable. 

(g) Record of decision. At the time of 
its decision on any action for which a 
final EIS has been prepared, the re-
sponsible official shall prepare a con-
cise public record of the decision. The 
record of decision shall describe those 
mitigation measures to be undertaken 
which will make the selected alter-
native environmentally acceptable. 
Where the final EIS recommends the 
alternative which is ultimately chosen 
by the responsible official, the record 
of decision may be extracted from the 
executive summary to the final EIS. 

(h) Monitoring. The responsible offi-
cial shall provide for monitoring to as-
sure that decisions on any action 
where a final EIS has been prepared are 
properly implemented. Appropriate 
mitigation measures shall be included 
in actions undertaken by EPA. 

[44 FR 64177, Nov. 6, 1979, as amended at 50 
FR 26315, June 25, 1985; 51 FR 32610, Sept. 12, 
1986]

§ 6.106 Deviations. 
(a) General. The Assistant Adminis-

trator, OEA, is authorized to approve 
deviations from these regulations. De-
viation approvals shall be made in 
writing by the Assistant Adminis-
trator, OEA. 

(b) Requirements. (1) Where emergency 
circumstances make it necessary to 
take an action with significant envi-
ronmental impact without observing 
the substantive provisions of these reg-
ulations or the CEQ Regulations, the 
responsible official shall notify the As-
sistant Administrator, OEA, before 
taking such action. The responsible of-
ficial shall consider to the extent pos-
sible alternative arrangements; such 
arrangements will be limited to ac-

tions necessary to control the imme-
diate impacts of the emergency; other 
actions remain subject to the environ-
mental review process. The Assistant 
Administrator, OEA, after consulting 
CEQ, will inform the responsible offi-
cial, as expeditiously as possible of the 
disposition of his request. 

(2) Where circumstances make it nec-
essary to take action without observ-
ing procedural provisions of these regu-
lations, the responsible official shall 
notify the Assistant Administrator, 
OEA, before taking such action. If the 
Assistant Administrator, OEA, deter-
mines such a deviation would be in the 
best interest of the Government, he 
shall inform the responsible official, as 
soon as possible, of his approval. 

(3) The Assistant Administrator, 
OEA, shall coordinate his action on a 
deviation under § 6.106(b) (1) or (2) of 
this part with the Director, Grants Ad-
ministration Division, Office of Plan-
ning and Management, for any required 
grant-related deviation under 40 CFR 
30.1000, as well as the appropriate As-
sistant Administrator. 

[44 FR 64177, Nov. 6, 1979, as amended at 47 
FR 9829, Mar. 8, 1982]

§ 6.107 Categorical exclusions. 
(a) General. Categories of actions 

which do not individually, cumula-
tively over time, or in conjunction 
with other Federal, State, local, or pri-
vate actions have a significant effect 
on the quality of the human environ-
ment and which have been identified as 
having no such effect based on the re-
quirements in § 6.505, may be exempted 
from the substantive environmental re-
view requirements of this part. Envi-
ronmental information documents and 
environmental assessments or environ-
mental impact statements will not be 
required for excluded actions. 

(b) Determination. The responsible of-
ficial shall determine whether an ac-
tion is eligible for a categorical exclu-
sion as established by general criteria 
in § 6.107 (d) and (e) and any applicable 
criteria in program specific subparts of 
part 6 of this title. A determination 
shall be made as early as possible fol-
lowing the receipt of an application. 
The responsible official shall document 
the decision to issue or deny an exclu-
sion as soon as practicable following 
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review in accordance with § 6.400(f). For 
qualified actions, the documentation 
shall include the application, a brief 
description of the proposed action, and 
a brief statement of how the action 
meets the criteria for a categorical ex-
clusion without violating criteria for 
not granting an exclusion. 

(c) Revocation. The responsible offi-
cial shall revoke a categorical exclu-
sion and shall require a full environ-
mental review if, subsequent to the 
granting of an exclusion, the respon-
sible official determines that: (1) The 
proposed action no longer meets the re-
quirements for a categorical exclusion 
due to changes in the proposed action; 
or (2) determines from new evidence 
that serious local or environmental 
issues exist; or (3) that Federal, State, 
local, or tribal laws are being or may 
be violated. 

(d) General categories of actions eligible 
for exclusion. Actions consistent with 
any of the following categories are eli-
gible for a categorical exclusion: 

(1) Actions which are solely directed 
toward minor rehabilitation of existing 
facilities, functional replacement of 
equipment, or towards the construc-
tion of new ancillary facilities adjacent 
or appurtenant to existing facilities; 

(2) Other actions specifically allowed 
in program specific subparts of this 
regulation; or 

(3) Other actions developed in accord-
ance with paragraph (f) of this section. 

(e) General criteria for not granting a 
categorical exclusion. (1) The full envi-
ronmental review procedures of this 
part must be followed if undertaking 
an action consistent with allowable 
categories in paragraph (d) of this sec-
tion may involve serious local or envi-
ronmental issues, or meets any of the 
criteria listed below: 

(i) The action is known or expected 
to have a significant effect on the qual-
ity of the human environment, either 
individually, cumulatively over time, 
or in conjunction with other Federal, 
State, local, tribal or private actions; 

(ii) The action is known or expected 
to directly or indirectly affect: 

(A) Cultural resource areas such as 
archaeological and historic sites in ac-
cordance with § 6.301, 

(B) Endangered or threatened species 
and their critical habitats in accord-
ance with § 6.302 or State lists, 

(C) Environmentally important nat-
ural resource areas such as floodplains, 
wetlands, important farmlands, aquifer 
recharge zones in accordance with 
§ 6.302, or 

(D) Other resource areas identified in 
supplemental guidance issued by the 
OEA; 

(iii) The action is known or expected 
not to be cost-effective or to cause sig-
nificant public controversy; or 

(iv) Appropriate specialized program 
specific criteria for not granting an ex-
clusion found in other subparts of this 
regulation are applicable to the action. 

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of 
paragraph (d) of this section, if any of 
the conditions cited in paragraph (e)(1) 
of this section exist, the responsible of-
ficial shall ensure: 

(i) That a categorical exclusion is not 
granted or, if previously granted, that 
it is revoked according to paragraph (c) 
of this section; 

(ii) That an adequate EID is pre-
pared; and 

(iii) That either an environmental as-
sessment and FNSI or a notice of in-
tent for an EIS and ROD is prepared 
and issued. 

(f) Developing new categories of ex-
cluded actions. The responsible official, 
or other interested parties, may re-
quest that a new general or specialized 
program specific category of excluded 
actions be created, or that an existing 
category be amended or deleted. The 
request shall be in writing to the As-
sistant Administrator, OEA, and shall 
contain adequate information to sup-
port the request. Proposed new cat-
egories shall be developed by OEA and 
published in the FEDERAL REGISTER as 
a proposed rule, amending paragraph 
(d) of this section when the proposed 
new category applies to all eligible pro-
grams or, amending appropriate para-
graphs in other subparts of this part 
when the proposed new category ap-
plies to one specific program. The pub-
lication shall include a thirty (30) day 
public comment period. In addition to 
criteria for specific programs listed in 
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other subparts of this part, the fol-
lowing general criteria shall be consid-
ered in evaluating proposals for new 
categories: 

(1) Any action taken seldom results 
in the effects identified in general or 
specialized program specific criteria 
identified through the application of 
criteria for not granting a categorical 
exclusion; 

(2) Based upon previous environ-
mental reviews, actions consistent 
with the proposed category have not 
required the preparation of an EIS; and 

(3) Whether information adequate to 
determine if a potential action is con-
sistent with the proposed category will 
normally be available when needed. 

[50 FR 26315, June 25, 1985, as amended at 51 
FR 32610, Sept. 12, 1986]

§ 6.108 Criteria for initiating an EIS. 
The responsible official shall assure 

that an EIS will be prepared and issued 
for actions under subparts E, G, H, and 
I when it is determined that any of the 
following conditions exist: 

(a) The Federal action may signifi-
cantly affect the pattern and type of 
land use (industrial, commercial, agri-
cultural, recreational, residential) or 
growth and distribution of population; 

(b) The effects resulting from any 
structure or facility constructed or op-
erated under the proposed action may 
conflict with local, regional or State 
land use plans or policies; 

(c) The proposed action may have sig-
nificant adverse effects on wetlands, 
including indirect and cumulative ef-
fects, or any major part of a structure 
or facility constructed or operated 
under the proposed action may be lo-
cated in wetlands; 

(d) The proposed action may signifi-
cantly affect threatened and endan-
gered species or their habitats identi-
fied in the Department of the Interior’s 
list, in accordance with § 6.302, or a 
State’s list, or a structure or a facility 
constructed or operated under the pro-
posed action may be located in the 
habitat; 

(e) Implementation of the proposed 
action or plan may directly cause or 
induce changes that significantly: 

(1) Displace population; 
(2) Alter the character of existing 

residential areas; 

(3) Adversely affect a floodplain; or 
(4) Adversely affect significant 

amounts of important farmlands as de-
fined in requirements in § 6.302(c), or 
agricultural operations on this land. 

(f) The proposed action may, directly, 
indirectly or cumulatively have signifi-
cant adverse effect on parklands, pre-
serves, other public lands or areas of 
recognized scenic, recreational, archae-
ological, or historic value; or 

(g) The Federal action may directly 
or through induced development have a 
significant adverse effect upon local 
ambient air quality, local ambient 
noise levels, surface water or ground-
water quality or quantity, water sup-
ply, fish, shellfish, wildlife, and their 
natural habitats. 

[50 FR 26315, June 25, 1985, as amended at 51 
FR 32611, Sept. 12, 1986]

Subpart B—Content of EISs

§ 6.200 The environmental impact 
statement. 

Preparers of EISs must conform with 
the requirements of 40 CFR part 1502 in 
writing EISs.

§ 6.201 Format. 

The format used for EISs shall en-
courage good analysis and clear presen-
tation of alternatives, including the 
proposed action, and their environ-
mental, economic and social impacts. 
The following standard format for EISs 
should be used unless the responsible 
official determines that there is a com-
pelling reason to do otherwise: 

(a) Cover sheet; 
(b) Executive Summary; 
(c) Table of contents; 
(d) Purpose of and need for action; 
(e) Alternatives including proposed 

action; 
(f) Affected environment; 
(g) Environmental consequences of 

the alternatives; 
(h) Coordination (includes list of 

agencies, organizations, and persons to 
whom copies of the EIS are sent); 

(i) List of preparers; 
(j) Index (commensurate with com-

plexity of EIS); 
(k) Appendices.
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