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SOURCE: 48 FR 42113, Sept. 19, 1983, unless 
otherwise noted.

4.000 Scope of part. 
This part prescribes policies and pro-

cedures relating to the administrative 
aspects of contract execution, con-
tractor-submitted paper documents, 
distribution, reporting, retention, and 
files. 

[60 FR 28493, May 31, 1995]

Subpart 4.1—Contract Execution
4.101 Contracting officer’s signature. 

Only contracting officers shall sign 
contracts on behalf of the United 
States. The contracting officer’s name 
and official title shall be typed, 
stamped, or printed on the contract. 
The contracting officer normally signs 
the contract after it has been signed by 
the contractor. The contracting officer 
shall ensure that the signer(s) have au-
thority to bind the contractor (see spe-
cific requirements in 4.102 of this sub-
part). 

[60 FR 34736, July 3, 1995]

4.102 Contractor’s signature. 
(a) Individuals. A contract with an in-

dividual shall be signed by that indi-
vidual. A contract with an individual 
doing business as a firm shall be signed 
by that individual, and the signature 
shall be followed by the individual’s 
typed, stamped, or printed name and 
the words ‘‘, an individual doing busi-
ness as .......................’’ [insert name of 
firm]. 

(b) Partnerships. A contract with a 
partnership shall be signed in the part-
nership name. Before signing for the 
Government, the contracting officer 
shall obtain a list of all partners and 
ensure that the individual(s) signing 
for the partnership have authority to 
bind the partnership. 

(c) Corporations. A contract with a 
corporation shall be signed in the cor-
porate name, followed by the word 
‘‘by’’ and the signature and title of the 
person authorized to sign. The con-
tracting officer shall ensure that the 
person signing for the corporation has 
authority to bind the corporation. 

(d) Joint venturers. A contract with 
joint venturers may involve any com-

bination of individuals, partnerships, 
or corporations. The contract shall be 
signed by each participant in the joint 
venture in the manner prescribed in 
paragraphs (a) through (c) above for 
each type of participant. When a cor-
poration is participating, the con-
tracting officer shall verify that the 
corporation is authorized to partici-
pate in the joint venture. 

(e) Agents. When an agent is to sign 
the contract, other than as stated in 
paragraphs (a) through (d) above, the 
agent’s authorization to bind the prin-
cipal must be established by evidence 
satisfactory to the contracting officer. 

[48 FR 42113, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 62 
FR 235, Jan. 2, 1997]

4.103 Contract clause. 

The contracting officer shall insert 
the clause at 52.204–1, Approval of Con-
tract, in solicitations and contracts if 
required by agency procedures. 

[49 FR 26741, June 29, 1984]

Subpart 4.2—Contract Distribution

4.201 Procedures. 

Contracting officers shall distribute 
copies of contracts or modifications 
within 10 working days after execution 
by all parties. As a minimum, the con-
tracting officer shall— 

(a) Distribute simultaneously one 
signed copy or reproduction of the 
signed contract to the contractor and 
the paying office; 

(b) When a contract is assigned to an-
other office for contract administra-
tion (see subpart 42.2), provide to that 
office— 

(1) One copy or reproduction of the 
signed contract and of each modifica-
tion; and 

(2) A copy of the contract distribu-
tion list, showing those offices that 
should receive copies of modifications, 
and any changes to the list as they 
occur; 

(c) Distribute one copy to each ac-
counting and finance office (funding of-
fice) whose funds are cited in the con-
tract; 

(d) When the contract is not assigned 
for administration but contains a Cost 
Accounting Standards clause, provide 
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