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SUBCHAPTER B—COMPETITION AND ACQUISITION 
PLANNING

PART 605—PUBLICIZING 
CONTRACT ACTIONS

Subpart 605.2—Synopsis of Proposed 
Contract Actions

Sec.
605.202 Exceptions. 
605.202–70 Foreign acquisitions. 
605.207–70 Acquisitions available from only 

one responsible source.

Subpart 605.3—Synopses of Contract 
Awards

605.303 Announcement of contract awards.

Subpart 605.4—Release of Information

605.403 Requests from members of Congress. 
605.404 Release of long-range acquisition es-

timates. 
605.404–1 Release procedures.

Subpart 605.5—Paid Advertisements

605.502 Authority.

AUTHORITY: 40 U.S.C. 486(c); 22 U.S.C. 2658.

SOURCE: 53 FR 26164, July 11, 1988, unless 
otherwise noted.

Subpart 605.2—Synopsis of 
Proposed Contract Actions

605.202 Exceptions.

605.202–70 Foreign acquisitions. 
(a) Policy. In accordance with a De-

termination and Findings issued by the 
Assistant Secretary of State for Ad-
ministration, the requirement for ad-
vance CBD notices for the Depart-
ment’s foreign acquisitions awarded by 
overseas contracting activities is 
waived. CBD notices may be published 
for any acquisition where the con-
tracting officer decides that publica-
tion would be in the Department’s best 
interests. This waiver shall remain in 
effect until May 19, 2001. 

(b) Procedures. Contracting officers at 
overseas contracting activities are not 
required to prepare an individual deter-
mination and findings to document 
their decision to waive the CBD notice 
requirements. 

(c) Competition requirements. Nothing 
in this section waives the requirement 
to obtain competition as required by 
FAR part 6 and DOSAR (48 CFR) part 
606. Competition, including the use of 
written solicitation, shall be obtained 
in all cases to the extent feasible. If 
there are known U.S. firms or firms 
with U.S. affiliations in local residence 
capable of supplying the required sup-
plies or services, the contracting activ-
ity shall ensure that those firms are in-
cluded in the source list for the acqui-
sition. 

(d) Policy exclusion. CBD waiver au-
thority does not apply to local guard 
service contracts that exceed $250,000. 
Local guard service contracts that ex-
ceed $250,000 shall be synopsized in the 
CBD. Option year prices shall be in-
cluded when computing the applica-
bility of this threshold. 

[60 FR 39662, Aug. 3, 1995, as amended at 64 
FR 43621, Aug. 11, 1999]

605.207–70 Acquisitions available from 
only one responsible source. 

In addition to the information re-
quired at FAR 5.207, each synopsis of a 
proposed acquisition from only one re-
sponsible source shall include descrip-
tions of the specific qualifications or 
capabilities required to perform the 
work and the information a potential 
source must submit.

Subpart 605.3—Synopses of 
Contract Awards

605.303 Announcement of contract 
awards. 

(a) Contracting officers shall make 
information available on awards over 
$10 million to the Office of Legislative 
Affairs, upon request, in sufficient time 
for an announcement by 5:00 p.m. 
Washington, DC time on the day of the 
award. This requirement applies only 
to awards made by domestic con-
tracting activities where performance
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will take place within the United 
States or its possessions. 

[59 FR 66755, Dec. 28, 1994, as amended at 64 
FR 43621, Aug. 11, 1999]

Subpart 605.4—Release of 
Information

605.403 Requests from members of 
Congress. 

(a) The Procurement Executive is the 
agency head for the purposes of FAR 
5.403(a). 

[59 FR 66755, Dec. 28, 1994]

605.404 Release of long-range acquisi-
tion estimates.

605.404–1 Release procedures. 

The Procurement Executive is the 
agency head’s designee for the purposes 
of FAR 5.404–1(a) and the agency head 
for the purposes of FAR 5.404–1(b). 

[55 FR 5774, Feb. 16, 1990]

Subpart 605.5—Paid 
Advertisements

605.502 Authority. 

(a) For paid advertisements in news-
papers within the United States, the 
head of the contracting activity is the 
agency head’s designee for the purposes 
of FAR 5.502(a). For acquisitions by 
overseas posts necessitating paid ad-
vertisements in newspapers outside the 
United States, the head of the con-
tracting activity is the agency’s head’s 
designee for the purposes of FAR 
5.502(a). When the head of the con-
tracting activity is the contracting of-
ficer for the acquisition, no further ap-
provals are necessary. 

[59 FR 66755, Dec. 28, 1994]

PART 606—COMPETITION 
REQUIREMENTS

Subpart 606.2—Full and Open Competition 
After Exclusion of Sources

Sec.
606.202 Establishing or maintaining alter-

nate sources.

Subpart 606.3—Other Than Full and Open 
Competition

606.302 Circumstances permitting other 
than full and open competition. 

606.302–1 Only one responsible source and no 
other supplies or services will satisfy 
agency requirements. 

606.302–4 International agreement. 
606.302–6 National security. 
606.302–7 Public interest. 
606.303–1 Requirements. 
606.304 Approval of the justification. 
606.304–70 Acquisitions by overseas posts. 
606.370 Department of State standardization 

program.

Subpart 606.5—Competition Advocates

606.501 Requirement. 
606.501–70 Overseas posts. 
606.570 Solicitation provision.

AUTHORITY: 40 U.S.C. 486(c); 22 U.S.C. 2658.

SOURCE: 53 FR 26165, July 11, 1988, unless 
otherwise noted.

Subpart 606.2—Full and Open 
Competition After Exclusion of 
Sources

606.202 Establishing or maintaining 
alternate sources. 

The Procurement Executive is the 
agency head for the purposes of FAR 
6.202.

Subpart 606.3—Other Than Full 
and Open Competition

606.302 Circumstances permitting 
other than full and open competi-
tion.

606.302–1 Only one responsible source 
and no other supplies or services 
will satisfy agency requirements. 

(b)(4) The Procurement Executive is 
the agency head for the purposes of 
FAR 6.302–1(b)(4). 

[59 FR 66755, Dec. 28, 1994]

606.302–4 International agreement. 

(b)(2) In accordance with FAR 6.302–4, 
guard services shall be acquired from 
the host government only when it is 
the sole available source. 

[59 FR 66755, Dec. 28, 1994]
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606.302–6 National security. 
(b) This subsection applies to all ac-

quisitions involving national security 
information, regardless of dollar 
amount. In no case shall information 
be classified in order to restrict com-
petition. Information may be classified 
only when its authorized disclosure 
could be expected to cause damage to 
national security. 

(c) (1) The Chief, Controls Division, 
Office of Intelligence Liaison, Direc-
torate for Coordination, Bureau of In-
telligence and Research, is responsible 
for reviewing and certifying on any 
proposed acquisitions derived from or 
funded or administered by intelligence 
community agencies that involve sen-
sitive compartmented information and 
ensuring that the provisions of Execu-
tive Order 12958 and FAR 6.302–6 have 
been met. The Chief, Information Secu-
rity Programs Division, Office of Infor-
mation Security Technology, Bureau of 
Diplomatic Security, is responsible for 
reviewing and certifying on all other 
proposed acquisitions funded by the 
Department of State that involve na-
tional security information and ensur-
ing that the provisions of Executive 
Order 12958 and FAR 6.302–6 have been 
met. When disclosure of the Depart-
ment’s needs through full and open 
competition would compromise na-
tional security, the Justification for 
Other than Full and Open Competition 
shall include the following specific in-
formation: 

(i) How national security would be 
compromised if the Department of 
State’s (or other agencies’) needs were 
disclosed in the Commerce Business 
Daily; 

(ii) Why the CBD synopsis cannot be 
worded in such a manner that national 
security would not be compromised; 

(iii) Necessity for access to classified 
information to prepare technical and/or 
cost proposal and level of security 
clearance required; 

(iv) Necessity for access to classified 
information to perform the proposed 
contract and level of security clear-
ance required; 

(v) Number and value of contracts 
that the justification covers; and 

(vi) A statement as follows: ‘‘I hereby 
certify that the national security con-
cerns of the referenced acquisition(s) 

meet the criteria set forth in Executive 
Order 12958 and FAR 6.302–6’’. 

(2) Any acquisition involving na-
tional security information shall be 
publicized in the Commerce Business 
Daily unless disclosure of the agency’s 
needs would compromise national secu-
rity. 

(3) The contracting officer is respon-
sible for soliciting offers from as many 
potential sources as is practicable 
under the circumstances. However, 
given the sensitivity required for ac-
quisitions involving national security 
information, it is expected that re-
quirements offices will work closely 
with the contracting officer in maxi-
mizing competition. 

[59 FR 66755, Dec. 28, 1994, as amended at 64 
FR 43621, Aug. 11, 1999]

606.302–7 Public interest. 

The authority to approve the deter-
mination prescribed in FAR 6.302–7(c) 
is reserved to the Secretary of State.

606.303–1 Requirements. 

Justifications for contract actions 
prescribed in FAR 6.303–1(d) shall be 
forwarded by the contracting officer to 
A/OPE for transmittal to the Office of 
the United States Trade Representa-
tive. 

[53 FR 26165, July 11, 1988, as amended at 59 
FR 66755, Dec. 28, 1994]

606.304 Approval of the justification. 

(a) (2) The approval authority for a 
proposed contract over $500,000 but not 
exceeding $10,000,000 for domestic con-
tracting activities that do not have a 
competition advocate is the Depart-
ment Competition Advocate. 

(d) The estimated dollar value of all 
options shall be included in deter-
mining the approval level of a jus-
tification. 

[59 FR 66755, Dec. 28, 1994, as amended at 64 
FR 43621, Aug. 11, 1999]

606.304–70 Acquisitions by overseas 
posts. 

The Departmental Competition Ad-
vocate is the approval authority for 
the purposes of FAR 6.304(a)(3). This 
authority is not redelegable. Any such 
justification must be transmitted
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through the Principal Officer at the 
overseas post. 

[59 FR 66756, Dec. 28, 1994]

606.370 Department of State standard-
ization program. 

(a) It is the Department’s policy to 
promote full and open competition in 
all procurement actions. The authority 
at 41 U.S.C. 253(c)(1) shall be used with 
respect to standardization when only 
specified makes and models of equip-
ment will satisfy the Department’s 
needs and only one source is available. 
This policy applies to all acquisitions 
involving standardization, regardless of 
dollar amount. 

(b) Contracts awarded under the au-
thority at 41 U.S.C. 253(c)(1) shall be 
supported by the written justification 
described in FAR 6.303. The contracting 
officer, requirements office, procuring 
activity competition advocate, and the 
Procurement Executive shall approve 
all Justifications for Other than Full 
and Open Competition that cite stand-
ardization of technical equipment as 
justification to restrict competition. 
The Administrative Officer at each 
post is the procuring activity competi-
tion advocate for that post and the re-
quirements office at post is the em-
bassy functional office responsible for 
identifying the need to contract. 

(c) Procurement of specified makes 
and models of technical equipment and 
systems, for which there is only one 
source of supply, is considered other 
than full and open competition. Such 
procurements shall be supported by an 
approved Justification for Other than 
Full and Open Competition. The jus-
tification shall include the content re-
quirements of FAR 6.303–2. The jus-
tification shall also address potential 
cost savings in areas such as inventory, 
operations, training, maintenance, re-
pairs, and administrative and manage-
ment support. Areas of consideration 
for potential cost savings shall be sup-
ported by detailed estimates as attach-
ments to the justification. Justifica-
tions shall specify an effective period, 
which shall bear a reasonable relation-
ship to the life of the technical equip-
ment. The effective period shall not ex-
ceed six years with a review at the end 

of the first three years. Periodic re-
views shall be made during the stand-
ardization period to determine whether 
the standardization should be contin-
ued, revised or canceled. 

[59 FR 66756, Dec. 28, 1994]

Subpart 606.5—Competition 
Advocates

606.501 Requirement. 

(a) The Procurement Executive is the 
head of the agency for the purposes of 
FAR 6.501 and designates the Depart-
ment Competition Advocate. 

(b) A contracting activity competi-
tion advocate has been designated for 
A/LM/AQM. The Department Competi-
tion Advocate is the activity competi-
tion advocate for all other domestic 
contracting activities. 

[59 FR 66756, Dec. 28, 1994, as amended at 64 
FR 43622, Aug. 11, 1999]

606.501–70 Overseas posts. 

The Administrative Officer at each 
overseas post is the competition advo-
cate for that post.

606.570 Solicitation provision. 

The contracting officer shall insert 
the provision at 652.206–70, Competition 
Advocate/Ombudsman, in all solicita-
tions exceeding the simplified acquisi-
tion threshold. 

[64 FR 43622, Aug. 11, 1999]

PART 607—ACQUISITION 
PLANNING

AUTHORITY: 22 U.S.C. 2658; 40 U.S.C. 486(c); 
48 CFR subpart 1.3.

Subpart 607.1—Acquisition Plans

607.103 Agency-head responsibilities. 

The Procurement Executive is the 
agency head’s designee for the purposes 
of FAR 7.103. 

[55 FR 5774, Feb. 16, 1990]
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PART 609—CONTRACTOR 
QUALIFICATIONS

Subpart 609.2—Qualifications 
Requirements

Sec.
609.202 Policy. 
609.206 Acquisitions subject to qualification 

requirements. 
609.206–1 General.

Subpart 609.4—Debarment, Suspension, 
and Ineligibility

609.403 Definitions. 
609.403–70 DOSAR definitions. 
609.404 List of parties excluded from Federal 

procurement and nonprocurement pro-
grams. 

609.405 Effect of listing. 
609.405–1 Continuation of current contracts. 
609.405–2 Restrictions on subcontracting. 
609.405–70 Termination action decision. 
609.406 Debarment. 
609.406–1 General. 
609.406–3 Procedures. 
609.407 Suspension. 
609.407–1 General. 
609.407–3 Procedures.

Subpart 609.5—Organizational and 
Consultant Conflicts of Interests

609.503 Waiver.

AUTHORITY: 40 U.S.C. 486(c); 22 U.S.C. 2658.

SOURCE: 53 FR 26165, July 11, 1988, unless 
otherwise noted.

Subpart 609.2—Qualifications 
Requirements

609.202 Policy. 

The authority prescribed in FAR 
9.202(a)(1) is delegated, without power 
of redelegation, to the head of the con-
tracting activity. 

[53 FR 26165, July 11, 1988, as amended at 59 
FR 66756, Dec. 28, 1994]

609.206 Acquisitions subject to quali-
fication requirements.

609.206–1 General. 

(b) The authority prescribed in FAR 
9.206–1(b) is delegated, without power of 
redelegation, to the head of the con-
tracting activity. 

[64 FR 43622, Aug. 11, 1999]

Subpart 609.4—Debarment, 
Suspension, and Ineligibility

609.403 Definitions. 
Debarring official means the Procure-

ment Executive. 
Suspending official means the Pro-

curement Executive.

609.403–70 DOSAR definitions. 
Fact-finding official means the chair-

person of a three member fact-finding 
panel. The panel comprises one rep-
resentative each from the Office of the 
Legal Adviser, the contracting activ-
ity, and the requirements office. The 
representative from the Office of the 
Legal Adviser is the panel chairperson. 

Notice means a written communica-
tion sent by certified mail (return re-
ceipt requested) to the last known ad-
dress of the party, its identified coun-
sel, or its agent. In the case of a busi-
ness, such notice may be sent to any 
partner, principal officer, director, 
owner or co-owner, or joint venturer. If 
no return receipt is received within 10 
calendar days of mailing, receipt shall 
then be presumed. This definition ap-
plies to the notice requirements in 
FAR 9.406–3 and FAR 9.407–3.

609.404 List of parties excluded from 
Federal procurement and non-
procurement programs. 

A/OPE shall accomplish the agency 
responsibilities prescribed in FAR 
9.404(c)(1) through (c)(3). The authority 
to establish procedures prescribed in 
FAR 9.404(c)(5) is delegated, without 
power of redelegation, to the head of 
the contracting activity. 

[53 FR 26165, July 11, 1988; 53 FR 36461, Sept. 
20, 1988, as amended at 55 FR 5774, Feb. 16, 
1990; 59 FR 66756, Dec. 28, 1994]

609.405 Effect of listing. 
(a) The Procurement Executive is the 

agency head’s designee for the purposes 
of FAR 9.405(a). 

(d) In accordance with a FAR class 
deviation granted by the Procurement 
Executive, the following actions apply 
to actions awarded by DOS contracting 
activities: 

(1)(i) Contracting officers at overseas 
contracting activities may rely on the 
debarment certification submitted by
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bidders/offerors (FAR 52.209–5) as proof 
of eligibility for award when access to 
the current ‘‘Lists of Parties Excluded 
from Procurement Programs’’ is not 
reasonably available. For contracts 
which require A/OPE review and ap-
proval, the contracting officer should 
request that A/OPE perform the re-
quired review if the list is not avail-
able. 

(4)(i) For procurement actions (both 
domestic and overseas) that do not ex-
ceed the simplified acquisition thresh-
old, contracting officers need not con-
sult the ‘‘List of Parties Excluded from 
Federal Procurement and Nonprocure-
ment Programs’’ prior to award. The 
list should be consulted whenever the 
contracting officer has reason to be-
lieve that a proposed contractor may 
appear on the list. 

(ii) Contracting officers at domestic 
contracting activities shall review the 
‘‘List of Parties Excluded from Federal 
Procurement and Nonprocurement Pro-
grams’’, either in hard copy or elec-
tronic form, prior to awarding a pro-
curement action exceeding the sim-
plified acquisition threshold. 

[59 FR 66756, Dec. 28, 1994, as amended at 60 
FR 39662, Aug. 3, 1995; 64 FR 43622, Aug. 11, 
1999]

609.405–1 Continuation of current con-
tracts. 

The Procurement Executive is the 
agency head’s designee for the purposes 
of FAR 9.405–1. The decision whether to 
terminate a current contract shall be 
made in consideration of the cir-
cumstances listed in 609.405–70.

609.405–2 Restrictions on subcon-
tracting. 

The Procurement Executive is the 
agency head’s designee for the purposes 
of FAR 9.405–2.

609.405–70 Termination action deci-
sion. 

(a) Prior to making a decision to ter-
minate, based on the consideration 
listed below, the contracting officer 
shall have the proposed action re-
viewed and approved by: 

(1) The Office of the Legal Adviser; 
(2) An individual one level above the 

contracting officer; and 
(3) For overseas posts, A/OPE. 

(b) Termination for default. Termi-
nation for default under a contract’s 
default clause is appropriate when the 
circumstances giving rise to the debar-
ment or suspension also constitute a 
default in the contractor’s performance 
of that contract. Debarment or suspen-
sion of the contractor for reasons unre-
lated to the performance of that con-
tract may not support a termination 
for default. 

(c) Termination for convenience or can-
cellation. Termination for convenience 
or cancellation under appropriate con-
tract clauses should be considered 
when the contractor presents a signifi-
cant risk to the Government in com-
pleting a current contract and when 
such termination for convenience or 
cancellation is determined to be in the 
Government’s best interests. In mak-
ing this determination, the contracting 
officer should consider such factors as 
the— 

(1) Seriousness of the cause for debar-
ment or suspension; 

(2) Extent of contract performance; 
(3) Potential costs to the Govern-

ment; 
(4) Urgency of the requirement and 

the impact of the delay; and/or 
(5) Availability of other safeguards to 

protect the Government’s interests. 

[53 FR 26165, July 11, 1988, as amended at 59 
FR 66756, Dec. 28, 1994]

609.406 Debarment.

609.406–1 General. 
The Procurement Executive is the 

agency head’s designee for the purposes 
of FAR 9.406–1(c).

609.406–3 Procedures. 
(a) Investigation and referral. (1) DOS 

employees aware of any cause that 
may serve as the basis for debarment 
shall immediately refer those cases 
through the contracting officer to the 
debarring official. The debarring offi-
cial shall immediately refer to the Of-
fice of the Inspector General all re-
ported cases that involve possible 
criminal or fraudulent activities for in-
vestigation by that office. The Office of 
the Inspector General shall provide to 
the Procurement Executive a copy of 
its investigation report. The con-
tracting officer shall provide to the
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Procurement Executive a copy of his or 
her intended actions in response to the 
Office of the Inspector General report. 

(2) Referrals for consideration of de-
barment shall include— 

(i) The cause for debarment (see FAR 
9.406–2); 

(ii) A statement of facts; 
(iii) Copies of supporting documen-

tary evidence and a list of all necessary 
or probable witnesses, including ad-
dresses and telephone numbers, to-
gether with a statement concerning 
their availability to appear at a fact-
finding proceeding and the subject 
matter of their testimony; 

(iv) A list of all contractors involved, 
either as principals or as affiliates, in-
cluding current or last known home 
and business addresses and ZIP codes; 

(v) A statement of the acquisition 
history with such contractors; 

(vi) A statement concerning any 
known pertinent active or potential 
criminal investigation, criminal or 
civil court proceedings, or administra-
tive claim before Boards of Contract 
Appeals; and 

(vii) A statement from each DOS or-
ganizational element affected by the 
debarment action as to the impact of a 
debarment on DOS programs. 

(b) Decisionmaking process. (1) If the 
contractor does not respond to a debar-
ment notice within 30 calendar days 
after receipt of the notice, the debar-
ring official may put the debarment 
into effect. 

(2) In response to the debarment no-
tice, if the contractor or its representa-
tive notifies the debarring official 
within 30 days after receipt of the no-
tice that it wants to present informa-
tion and arguments in person to the de-
barring official, that official shall 
chair such a meeting within 20 cal-
endar days of receipt of the request, 
unless the contractor requests a longer 
period of time. The oral presentation 
shall be conducted informally and a 
transcript need not be made. However, 
the contractor may supplement its oral 
presentation with written information 
and arguments for inclusion in the ad-
ministrative record. 

(3) Pursuant to FAR 9.406–3(b)(2), the 
contractor may request and shall be 
entitled to a hearing before the fact-
finding panel. The fact-finding panel 

shall conduct the hearing within 20 cal-
endar days of receipt of the request, 
unless the contractor requests a longer 
period of time. 

(4) The debarring official shall con-
vene the fact-finding panel for this pur-
pose and shall provide the panel with a 
copy of all documentary evidence on 
the matter. Upon receipt of such mate-
rial, the fact-finding official shall no-
tify the contractor and schedule a 
hearing date. 

(5) In addition to the purposes pro-
vided in FAR 9.406–3(b)(2), the hearing 
is intended to provide the debarring of-
ficial with findings of fact based on a 
preponderance of evidence submitted 
to the fact-finding panel and to provide 
the debarring official with a deter-
mination as to whether a cause for de-
barment exists, based on the facts as 
found. 

(6) The fact-finding panel shall con-
duct its hearing in accordance with 
rules promulgated by the fact-finding 
official. The rules shall be as informal 
as is practicable, consistent with FAR 
9.406–3(b) The fact-finding official is re-
sponsible for making the transcribed 
record of the hearing, unless the con-
tractor and the fact-finding panel agree 
to waive the requirement for a tran-
script. 

(7) The fact-finding official shall de-
liver written findings and the tran-
scribed record, if made, to the debar-
ring official within 30 calendar days 
after the hearing. The findings shall re-
solve any facts in dispute based on a 
preponderance of the evidence pre-
sented and recommend whether a cause 
for debarment exists. 

(c) Notice of proposal to debar. (1) Upon 
receipt of a complete referral and after 
consulting with the Office of the Legal 
Adviser, the debarring official shall de-
cide whether to initiate debarment ac-
tion. 

(2) When a determination is made to 
initiate action, the debarring official 
shall provide to the contractor and any 
specifically named affiliates written 
notice in accordance with FAR 9.406–
3(c). A copy of the notice shall be pro-
vided to the DOS officer who made the 
referral and to each DOS organiza-
tional elements affected by the deter-
mination.
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(3) When a determination is made not 
to initiate action, the debarring offi-
cial shall so advise the DOS officer who 
made the referral. 

(d) Debarring official’s decision. In ad-
dition to complying with FAR 9.406–
3(d) and FAR 9.406–3(e), the debarring 
official shall provide single copies of 
the decision to each DOS organiza-
tional element affected by the decision 
and to the General Services Adminis-
tration in accordance with 609.404. 

[53 FR 26165, July 11, 1988; 53 FR 36461, Sept. 
20, 1988, as amended at 64 FR 43622, Aug. 11, 
1999]

609.407 Suspension.

609.407–1 General. 
The Procurement Executive is the 

agency head’s designee for the purposes 
of FAR 9.407–1(d).

609.407–3 Procedures. 
(a) Investigation and referral. Inves-

tigation and referral shall be accom-
plished as provided in 609.406–3(a), ex-
cept that referrals made to the sus-
pending official shall cite causes perti-
nent to a suspension action (see FAR 
9.407–2). 

(b) Decisionmaking process. (1) If the 
contractor does not respond to a notice 
of suspension within 30 calendar days 
after receipt of the notice, the sus-
pending official may proceed with com-
pletion of investigation. 

(2) The DOS decisionmaking process 
for a suspension action pursuant to 
FAR 9.407–3(b) follow those established 
for a debarment action (see 609.406(b)), 
except that the contractor may request 
and shall be entitled to a hearing be-
fore the fact-finding panel only if per-
mitted under FAR 9.407–3(b)(2). 

(c) Notice of suspension. Notice of sus-
pension shall be accomplished as pro-
vided in 609.406–3(a), except that the 
suspending official shall process the 
notice in accordance with FAR 9.407–
3(c). 

(d) Suspending official’s decision. In 
addition to complying with FAR 9.407–
3(d), the suspending official shall pro-
vide single copies of the decision to 
each DOS organizational element af-
fected by the decision and to the Gen-
eral Services Administration in accord-
ance with 609.404.

Subpart 609.5—Organizational 
and Consultant Conflicts of In-
terests

609.503 Waiver. 
The Procurement Executive is the 

agency head’s designee for the purposes 
of FAR 9.503.

PART 611—DESCRIBING AGENCY 
NEEDS

Sec.
611.002 Policy. 
611.002–70 Metric system implementation.

Subpart 611.1—Selecting and Developing 
Requirements Documents

611.103 Market acceptance.

Subpart 611.5—Liquidated Damages

611.502 Policy.

AUTHORITY: 40 U.S.C. 486(c); 22 U.S.C. 2658.

SOURCE: 64 FR 43622, Aug. 11, 1999, unless 
otherwise noted.

611.002 Policy.

611.002–70 Metric system implementa-
tion. 

(a) Policy. The Metric Conversion Act 
of 1975, as amended by the Omnibus 
Trade and Competitiveness Act of 1988 
(15 U.S.C. 205a, et seq.), requires Federal 
agencies to establish implementing 
guidelines pursuant to metric policy to 
adopt the metric system as the pre-
ferred system of weights and measure-
ments for United States trade and com-
merce. This section establishes the De-
partment of State’s metric conversion 
guidelines. 

(b) Applicability. This section applies 
to all DOS acquisitions, except to the 
extent that such use is impractical or 
is likely to cause significant inefficien-
cies or loss of markets to U.S. firms. 

(c) Definitions.
Dual system means the use of both 

traditional and metric systems. For ex-
ample, an item is designated, produced 
and described in inch-pound values 
with soft metric values also shown for 
information or comparison. 

Hard metric means the use of only 
standard metric (SI) measurements in 
specifications, standards, supplies and 
services.
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Hybrid system means the use of both 
traditional and hard metric values in 
specifications, standards, supplies and 
services. 

Measurement sensitive means any item 
having an application or meaning de-
pending substantially on some meas-
ured quantity. For example, measure-
ment sensitive items include product 
or performance criteria and standards 
binding on others, such as emission 
levels, size and weight limitations, etc. 

Metric system means the International 
System of Units (Le System Inter-
national d’Unites (SI)) of the Inter-
national Bureau of Weights and Meas-
ures. 

Metrication means any act that in-
creases metric system use, including 
metric training and initiation or con-
version of measurement sensitive proc-
esses and systems to the metric sys-
tem. 

Soft metric means the result of mathe-
matical conversion of inch-pound 
measurements to metric equivalents. 
The physical dimensions, however, are 
not changed. 

Traditional system of weights and meas-
urements means the predominant 
weight and measurement system cur-
rently used in the United States, also 
referred to as the ‘‘inch-pound sys-
tem.’’ The traditional system includes 
such commonly used units as inch, 
foot, yard, mile, pint, quart, gallon, 
bushel, ounce (fluid and avoirdupois), 
pound, degree Fahrenheit, ampere, can-
dela, and second. 

(d) Procedures. (1) DOS contracting 
activities shall implement the metric 
system in a manner consistent with 15 
U.S.C. 205a, et seq.

(2) All DOS contracting activities 
shall use the metric system in acquisi-
tion consistent with security, oper-
ations, economic, technical, logistical, 
training and safety requirements. 

(3) The Department shall encourage 
industry to adopt the metric system by 
acquiring commercially available met-
ric products and services that meet the 
Department’s needs whenever prac-
tical. Toward this end, solicitations for 
DOS acquisitions shall: 

(i) State all measurement sensitive 
requirements in metric terms whenever 
possible. Alternatives to hard metric 
are soft, dual and hybrid metric terms. 

The Metric Handbook for Federal Offi-
cials regarding the selection of proper 
metric units and symbols is available 
from the National Technical Informa-
tion Service; and 

(ii) For contracts expected to exceed 
$500,000 contracting officers shall re-
turn to the requirements office all 
specifications and statements of work 
that are not expressed in some form of 
metric terms unless the requirements 
office has prepared a justification, for 
the approval of the contracting officer, 
for the use of non-metric specifications 
or statements of work. The justifica-
tion shall be in a format as prescribed 
by the head of the contracting activity. 
Option year prices shall be considered 
when computing the $500,000 threshold. 

(4) Waivers are not required when or-
dering from Federal Supply Schedules. 

(5) Valid justifications for non-metric 
specifications or statements of work 
include, but are not limited to: 

(i) Existing specifications or stand-
ards are in inch-pound units, unless 
conversion of the existing specifica-
tions or standards is necessary or ad-
vantageous to the Government. Unnec-
essary retrofit of existing systems with 
new metric components should be 
avoided if the total cost of the retrofit, 
including redesign costs, exceeds 
$50,000; 

(ii) Metric is not the accepted indus-
try system with respect to a business-
related activity; however, soft, hybrid, 
or dual systems may be used during the 
transition to hard metric; 

(iii) The use of metric is impractical 
or is likely to cause significant ineffi-
ciencies or loss of markets to U.S. 
firms. 

(6) The contracting officer shall re-
view and, if acceptable, approve the 
waiver prior to the release of the solici-
tation. The waiver shall be placed in 
the contract file. If the waiver is not 
approved, the contracting officer shall 
return it to the requirements office 
with an explanation for the dis-
approval. 

(7) The in-house operating metric 
costs shall be identified. Identification 
includes, but is not limited to, the cost 
of metric aids, tools, equipment, train-
ing and increased cost to develop met-
ric specifications. All contracting ac-
tivities and requirements offices shall
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maintain a record of any costs and/or 
savings brought about by metric con-
version. 

(8) Bulk (loose, unpacked) materials 
shall be specified and purchased in 
metric or dual units. 

(9) Measuring devices, shop and lab-
oratory equipment shall be purchased 
in metric or dual units. 

(10) Shipping allowances, bills of lad-
ing and other shipping documents shall 
be expressed in metric or dual units.

Subpart 611.1—Selecting and De-
veloping Requirements Docu-
ments

611.103 Market acceptance. 
(a) The head of the contracting activ-

ity is the agency head for the purpose 
of FAR 11.103(a).

Subpart 611.5—Liquidated 
Damages

611.502 Policy. 
(d) The head of the contracting activ-

ity is the agency head for the purpose 
of FAR 11.502(d).
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