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SUBCHAPTER A—GENERAL

PART 2501—FEDERAL ACQUISITION 
REGULATIONS SYSTEM

Subpart 2501.1—Purpose, Authority, 
Issuance

Sec.
2501.101 Purpose. 
2501.102 Authority. 
2501.103 Applicability. 
2501.104 Issuance. 
2501.104–1 Publication and code arrange-

ment. 
2501.104–2 Arrangement of regulations.

Subpart 2501.4—Deviations From the FAR

2501.403 Individual deviations. 
2501.404 Class deviations.

Subpart 2501.6—Contracting Authority and 
Responsibilities

2501.601 General. 
2501.602 Contracting officers. 
2501.602–1 Authority.

AUTHORITY: 42 U.S.C. 1870(a).

SOURCE: 49 FR 46744, Nov. 28, 1984, unless 
otherwise noted.

Subpart 2501.1—Purpose, 
Authority, Issuance

2501.101 Purpose. 
These regulations implement and 

supplement the Federal Acquisition 
Regulations (FAR).

2501.102 Authority. 
The NSF Acquisition Regulations are 

issued under the authority of section 
11(a) of the National Science Founda-
tion Act of 1950, as amended (42 U.S.C. 
1870(a)).

2501.103 Applicability. 
Except where a deviation is specifi-

cally authorized in accordance with 

subpart 2501.4 or otherwise authorized 
by law, the FAR and the NSFAR gov-
ern all NSF acquisitions.

2501.104 Issuance.

2501.104–1 Publication and code ar-
rangement. 

(a) The NSFAR is published in the 
daily issues of the FEDERAL REGISTER 
and, in cumulative form, in the Code of 
Federal Regulations. 

(b) The NSFAR is issued as chapter 
25 of title 48, CFR.

2501.104–2 Arrangement of regula-
tions. 

The NSFAR uses the same num-
bering system and arrangement used in 
the FAR. Where the NSFAR imple-
ments the FAR it is numbered and cap-
tioned to correspond to the FAR. 
Where there is no corresponding mate-
rial in the FAR, Parts 70 and up are 
used by the NSFAR. Where the subject 
matter in the FAR requires no imple-
mentation the NSFAR contains no cor-
responding part.

Subpart 2501.4—Deviations From 
the FAR

2501.403 Individual deviations. 

Individual deviations, affecting only 
one contracting action may be author-
ized by the NSF Procurement Execu-
tive.

2501.404 Class deviations. 

Class deviations may be authorized 
by the NSF Procurement Executive 
subject to the limitations set forth in 
FAR subpart 1.4.
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Subpart 2501.6—Contracting 
Authority and Responsibilities

2501.601 General. 

Authority and responsibility to con-
tract for authorized supplies and serv-
ices is vested in the Director, NSF, 
within the limits expressly provided by 
the National Science Foundation Act 
of 1950 (42 U.S.C. 1861 et seq.). The NSF 
Procurement Executive is delegated 
overall responsibility by the Director 

for the Foundation’s contracting ac-
tivities.

2501.602 Contracting officers.

2501.602–1 Authority. 
NSF Contracting Officers have au-

thority to enter into, administer, or 
terminate contracts and make related 
determinations and findings to the ex-
tent of the authority delegated to them 
in writing by the NSF Procurement 
Executive.
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SUBCHAPTER B—ACQUISITION PLANNING

PART 2509—CONTRACTOR 
QUALIFICATIONS

Subpart 2509.4—Debarment, Suspension, 
and Ineligibility

Sec.
2509.400 Scope of subpart. 
2509.403 Definitions. 
2509.405 Effect of listing. 
2509.405–1 Continuation of current con-

tracts. 
2509.405–2 Restrictions on subcontracting. 
2509.406 Debarment. 
2509.406–1 General. 
2509.406–3 Procedures. 
2509.407 Suspension. 
2509.407–1 General. 
2509.407–3 Procedures. 
2509.408 Certification regarding debarment, 

suspension, proposed debarment, and 
other responsibility matters. 

2509.410 Appeals.

AUTHORITY: Sec. 11(a), National Science 
Foundation Act of 1950, as amended (42 
U.S.C. 1870(a)).

SOURCE: 57 FR 34881, Aug. 7, 1992, unless 
otherwise noted.

Subpart 2509.4—Debarment, 
Suspension, and Ineligibility

2509.400 Scope of subpart. 
This subpart supplements subpart 9.4 

of the Federal Acquisition Regulation 
by prescribing NSF policies and proce-
dures and assigning responsibility for 
making debarment and suspension de-
cisions. Nothing in this subpart is in-
tended to alter the effect of subpart 9.4.

2509.403 Definitions. 
The NSF Deputy Director is the ‘‘de-

barring official’’ and ‘‘suspending offi-
cial’’ for the Foundation. All duties as-
signed to the NSF Deputy Director by 
this regulation or by subpart 9.4 of the 
Federal Acquisition Regulation may be 
delegated by him or her to any officer 
or employee of the Foundation.

2509.405 Effect of listing.

2509.405–1 Continuation of current 
contracts. 

(a) The NSF Deputy Director will de-
cide whether to continue NSF con-

tracts or subcontracts in existence at 
the time a contractor is debarred, sus-
pended, or proposed for debarment. 

(b) The NSF Deputy Director will de-
cide whether to renew or otherwise ex-
tend the duration of NSF contracts, or 
consent to subcontracts, with contrac-
tors debarred, suspended, or proposed 
for debarment. He or she will prepare a 
written statement of the compelling 
reasons for renewal and extension.

2509.405–2 Restrictions on subcon-
tracting. 

The NSF Deputy Director may au-
thorize a contracting officer to consent 
to a subcontract with a contractor 
debarred, suspended, or proposed for 
debarment. He or she will prepare a 
written statement of the compelling 
reasons for such approval.

2509.406 Debarment.

2509.406–1 General. 
(c) The NSF Deputy Director will de-

cide whether to enter into a contract 
with a contractor that is debarred or 
proposed for debarment. He or she will 
prepare a written statement of the 
compelling reasons justifying contin-
ued business dealings between the 
Foundation and the contractor.

2509.406–3 Procedures. 
(a) Any NSF employee who becomes 

aware of circumstances that may serve 
as the basis for debarment of a con-
tractor will promptly report them to 
the NSF Office of Inspector General 
(OIG) and the debarring official. OIG 
will investigate the circumstances and, 
if it determines appropriate, prepare a 
written referral of the matter to the 
debarring official. 

(b) Upon receipt of a referral from 
the NSF Office of Inspector General, 
the debarring official will determine, 
in consultation as appropriate with 
OIG, the NSF Office of the General 
Counsel, the NSF Procurement Execu-
tive, and program officials, what addi-
tional steps are necessary and appro-
priate to make a decision in accord-
ance with the requirements of 48 CFR 
9.406–3.
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