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39. Act of March 2, 1938 (52 Stat. 83, Pub. 
Res. 80), Loans for rural rehabilitation and 
relief. 

40. Act of June 21, 1938 (52 Stat. 809), Loans 
for rural rehabilitation and relief. 

41. Act of June 30, 1939 (53 Stat. 927), Loans 
for rural rehabilitation and relief. 

42. Act of June 26, 1940 (54 Stat. 611), Loans 
for rural rehabilitation and relief. 

43. Act of July 1, 1941 (55 Stat. 408), Loans 
for rural rehabilitation. 

44. Act of July 22, 1942 (56 Stat. 664), Loans 
for rural rehabilitation. 

45. Act of July 12, 1943 (57 Stat. 392), Loans 
for rural rehabilitation. 

46. Act of June 28, 1944 (58 Stat. 425), Loans 
for rural rehabilitation. 

47. Flood restoration loans, Second Defi-
ciency Appropriation Act, 1943 (57 Stat. 537, 
542) 

48. Subsequent legislation appropriating or 
making available funds for such loans as 
those listed under numbers 33 through 47, 
made by or through Resettlement Adminis-
tration or the Farm Security Administra-
tion. 

49. Crop-insurance programs formulated 
pursuant to Title V of the Agricultural Ad-
justment Act of 1938 (the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Act), and any amendment or supple-
ment thereto heretofore or hereafter en-
acted. 

50. Any indebtedness of farmers evidenced 
by notes or accounts receivable, title to 
which has been acquired in the liquidation of 
loans to cooperative associations made 
under the provisions of the Act of June 15, 
1929 (46 Stat. 11). 

51. Any indebtedness of food stamp recipi-
ents and retailers/wholesalers. Food Stamp 
Act.

(Sec. 2, 58 Stat. 836; 12 U.S.C. 1150a) 

[10 FR 807, Jan. 23, 1945. Redesignated at 13 
FR 6903, Nov. 24, 1948, and amended at 55 FR 
38662, Sept. 20, 1990; 62 FR 60451, Nov. 10, 1997; 
64 FR 11755, Mar. 10, 1999]

Subpart B—Debt Collection

AUTHORITY: 31 U.S.C. 3701, 3711, 3716–3719, 
3728; 4 CFR part 102; 4 CFR 105.4.

SOURCE: 50 FR 7722, Feb. 26, 1985, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 3.21 Debt collection standards. 
(a) The regulations in this subpart 

are issued under the Federal Claims 
Collection Act of 1966, as amended by 
the Debt Collection Act of 1982 (31 
U.S.C. 3701, 3711, 3716–3719), and the 
Joint Regulations issued under the Act 
by the Attorney General and the Comp-
troller General (4 CFR parts 101–105), 

prescribing Government-wide stand-
ards for administrative collection, 
compromise, suspension or termination 
of agency collection action, disclosure 
of debt information to consumer re-
porting agencies, referral of claims to 
private collection contractors for reso-
lution, and referral to the General Ac-
counting Office and to the Department 
of Justice for litigation of civil claims 
by the Government for money or prop-
erty. 

(b) The head of each agency of the 
Department may carry out the duties 
and exercise the authority of the Sec-
retary under 31 U.S.C. 3701, 3711, 3716–
3719, 3728, the Joint Regulations of the 
Attorney General and the Comptroller 
General, and the regulations in this 
part, with respect to the claims of the 
agency. An agency head may adopt reg-
ulations, in accordance with the Debt 
Collection Act and the Joint Regula-
tions, setting out agency procedures 
for the collection by administrative 
offset of such claims and debts. If the 
head of an agency of the Department 
adopts regulations separate from this 
subpart, the procedures thereby estab-
lished, rather than those set out in this 
part, shall be followed for the collec-
tion of the claims and debts to which 
the separate regulations apply. If an 
agency does not adopt separate regula-
tions, the Director of the Office of Fi-
nance and Management may carry out 
the duties and exercise the authority of 
the Secretary on behalf of agency 
heads. 

(c) Except where administrative off-
set is explicitly prohibited by statute 
or where other procedures are explic-
itly provided for by statute, all con-
tracts and other written agreements 
which are executed after the effective 
date of these regulations between an 
agency and any person or entity must 
include the following or substantially 
similar language:

Any monies that are payable or may become 
payable from the United States under this 
agreement to any person or legal entity not 
an agency or subdivision of a State or local 
government may be subject to administra-
tive offset for the collection of a delinquent 
debt the person or legal entity owes to the 
United States, under the Federal Claims Col-
lection Act of 1966, as amended by the Debt 
Collection Act of 1982 (31 U.S.C. 3701, 3711, 
3716–3719); 4 CFR part 102 and subpart B of 
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this part. Information on the person’s or 
legal entity’s responsibility for a commer-
cial debt or delinquent consumer debt owed 
the United States will be disclosed to con-
sumer or commercial credit reporting agen-
cies.

[50 FR 7722, Feb. 26, 1985, as amended at 55 
FR 38662, Sept. 20, 1990]

§ 3.22 Definitions. 
In this subpart: 
(a) Debt management officer means an 

agency employee responsible for collec-
tion by administrative offset of debts 
owed the United States. 

(b) Contracting officer has the same 
meaning as in 41 U.S.C. 601. 

(c) Creditor agency means a Federal 
agency to whom a debtor owes a mone-
tary debt. It need not be the same 
agency that effects the offset. 

(d) Offsetting agency means an agency 
that withholds from its payment to a 
debtor an amount owed by the debtor 
to a creditor agency, and assures that 
the funds are paid to the creditor agen-
cy to be applied to the debt. 

(e) Reviewing officer means an agency 
employee responsible for conducting a 
hearing or providing documentary re-
view on the existence of the debt and 
the propriety of administrative offset. 

[50 FR 7722, Feb. 26, 1985, as amended at 55 
FR 38662, Sept. 20, 1990]

§ 3.23 Collection by administrative off-
set. 

(a) Whenever feasible, each agency of 
the Department of Agriculture must 
use, or request any other Federal agen-
cy to use, administrative offset in ac-
cordance with 31 U.S.C. 3716 and 4 CFR 
102.3 to collect debts due the United 
States. The debt need not be reduced to 
judgment or be undisputed. 

(b) The feasibility of collecting a 
debt by administrative offset will be 
determined on a case-by-case basis con-
sidering among other factors the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Legal impediments to administra-
tive offset, such as contract provisions, 
or degree of certainty as to the factual 
basis (other than the debt amount) of 
the Government’s claim. 

(2) Practicality, considering such 
questions as costs in time and money 
of administrative offset relative to the 
size of the debt. 

(3) Whether offset would substan-
tially interfere with or defeat the pur-
poses of a program authorizing pay-
ments against which offset is con-
templated, as where payment is an ad-
vance for future performance by the 
debtor of a service the Government de-
sires. 

(4) Whether the agency has substan-
tiated the existence of the debt. 

(c) The offset will be effected 31 days 
after the debtor receives a Notice of In-
tent to Collect by Administrative Off-
set, or when a stay of offset expires, 
unless the agency determines under 
§ 3.26 that immediate action is nec-
essary. If the debtor owes more than 
one debt, amounts recovered through 
administrative offset may be applied to 
them in any order, with attention to 
applicable statutes of limitation. 

(d) These procedures will be used to 
collect any debt subject to 31 U.S.C. 
3716, including contract debts, but not 
including intracontractual claims or 
intracontractual disputes. A con-
tracting officer administering a claim 
under the Contract Disputes Act 
(CDA), 41 U.S.C. 601–613 must promptly 
refer the claim to the agency debt 
management officer for consideration 
of administrative offset apart from 
CDA proceedings. 

(e) An agency debt management offi-
cer will determine the prima facie ex-
istence of the debt, the feasibility of 
administrative offset as a means of col-
lection and what monies, if any, are 
payable or may become payable to the 
debtor. No agency employee may act as 
debt management officer for the con-
sideration of collection by administra-
tive offset in a matter for which the 
employee was a contracting officer. 

(f) An agency reviewing officer will 
afford debtors review of the issue of ad-
ministrative offset under these rules. 
No agency employee may act as a re-
viewing officer for the consideration of 
collection by administrative offset in a 
matter for which the employee was a 
contracting officer or a debt manage-
ment officer. 

[50 FR 7722, Feb. 26, 1985, as amended at 55 
FR 38662, Sept. 20, 1990]
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§ 3.24 Coordinating administrative off-
set with other Federal agencies. 

(a) A Government list or other no-
tice, naming debtors and their creditor 
agencies, which is provided to USDA 
will constitute a request for adminis-
trative offset. 

(b) Any agency which requests an-
other agency to effect administrative 
offset must certify that the debtor 
owes the debt (including the amount 
and basis of the debt and the due date 
of the payment) and that all of the ap-
plicable requirements of 31 U.S.C. 3716 
and 4 CFR part 102 have been met. 

(c) An agency which is requested by 
another agency to effect administra-
tive offset must not do so without ob-
taining a written certification that the 
debtor owes the creditor agency a debt 
(including the amount and basis of the 
debt and the due date of the payment) 
and that all of the applicable require-
ments of 31 U.S.C. 3716 and 4 CFR part 
102 have been met. An offsetting USDA 
agency may rely on the information 
contained in a requesting creditor 
agency’s certification. 

(d) Only a creditor agency may agree 
to an installment repayment system or 
compromise, suspension or termination 
of the collection process. 

(e) A USDA agency which is re-
quested by another agency to effect ad-
ministrative offset may decline for 
good cause. Good cause includes direct 
or indirect disruption of the offsetting 
agency’s essential program operations 
that might result from the offset. The 
refusal and the reasons must be sent in 
writing to the creditor agency.

§ 3.25 Notice requirements before off-
set. 

(a) Before an agency effects adminis-
trative offset, the creditor agency must 
provide the debtor with a minimum of 
30 calendar days’ written notice that 
unpaid debt amounts will be collected 
by administrative offset against any 
money that the United States is going 
to pay to the debtor, unless the cred-
itor agency determines immediate ac-
tion is necessary under § 3.26, or the 
debtor enters into a repayment agree-
ment or requests review. 

(b) The Notice of Intent to Collect by 
Administrative Offset must be served 
on the debtor by personal delivery, 

first class mail, or certified mail and 
will state: 

(1) The amount of the debt, the date 
it was incurred, the name and address 
of the offsetting agency, and the pro-
gram under which the debt was in-
curred. 

(2) The rate of interest accrued from 
the date of mailing or other delivery of 
the initial demand letter, and the 
amount of any other penalties or ad-
ministrative costs added to the prin-
cipal debt. 

(3) The creditor agency’s intention to 
collect the debt by administrative off-
set against any funds that might be-
come available, until the principal debt 
and all accumulated interest and other 
charges are paid in full. 

(4) The date on which administrative 
offset will be effected, unless the cred-
itor agency determines immediate ac-
tion is necessary under § 3.26, or the 
debtor enters into a repayment agree-
ment or requests a review. 

(5) That the debtor has a right to in-
spect and copy agency or other Depart-
ment records related to the debt. The 
debtor must pay copying costs unless 
they are waived by the agency. 

(6) That the debtor may enter into a 
written agreement to repay the debt, 
which must be approved by the creditor 
agency. 

(7) That the debtor has a right to ob-
tain review of the agency’s determina-
tion that the debt exists and the pro-
priety of administrative offset. 

(8) That a repayment agreement or 
request for review may be sought only 
from the creditor agency and not the 
offsetting agency. 

(9) Time limitations and other proce-
dures or conditions imposed by the 
agency. 

(10) The address to which the debtor 
should send all correspondence relating 
to the offset. 

(c) Any demand for payment will in-
clude a Notice of Intent to Collect by 
Administrative Offset, even if the debt 
is not delinquent at the time the letter 
is sent. 

[50 FR 7722, Feb. 26, 1985, as amended at 55 
FR 38662, Sept. 20, 1990; 62 FR 60451, Nov. 10, 
1997]
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§ 3.26 Exceptions to notice require-
ments. 

(a) When the procedural require-
ments of § 3.25 have been met by the 
creditor agency or under some other 
statutory or regulatory authority, an 
agency need not duplicate the notice 
before effecting administrative offset. 

(b) A USDA agency may effect ad-
ministrative offset against a payment 
to be made to a debtor before comple-
tion of the procedures in § 3.25 when the 
agency finds, or is advised by the re-
questing creditor agency, that: 

(1) Failure to take the offset would 
substantially prejudice the Govern-
ment’s ability to collect the debt, such 
as where possible insolvency of the 
debtor might encourage competition 
among creditors for funds, or where ex-
piration of a statute of limitations is 
imminent; and 

(2) The time before the payment is to 
be made does not reasonably permit 
the completion of these procedures. 

(c) The finding required by paragraph 
(b) of this section must be furnished by 
the offsetting agency to the debtor in 
writing as soon as reasonably possible 
after the offset is effected. Promptly 
after administrative offset is effected 
under this subsection, the creditor 
agency must give the debtor the notice 
required by § 3.25. 

(d) An offsetting USDA agency may 
rely on the information contained in a 
creditor agency’s request for adminis-
trative offset under this section.

§ 3.27 Inspection of USDA records re-
lated to the debt. 

A debtor who intends to inspect or 
copy agency or Departmental records 
with respect to the claim action must 
notify the agency in writing within 20 
calendar days of the date the Notice of 
Intent to Offset was delivered to the 
debtor. In response, the agency must 
notify the debtor of the location, time, 
and any other conditions, consistent 
with part 1, subpart A of this title, for 
inspecting and copying, and that the 
debtor may be liable for reasonable 
copying expenses. 

[50 FR 7722, Feb. 26, 1985, as amended at 55 
FR 38662, Sept. 20, 1990]

§ 3.28 Written agreements to repay 
debt as alternative to administra-
tive offset. 

The debtor may, in response to No-
tice of Intent to Collect by Administra-
tive Offset, propose to the creditor 
agency a written agreement to repay 
the debt as an alternative to adminis-
trative offset. Any debtor who wishes 
to do this must submit a written pro-
posal for repayment of the debt, which 
must be received by the creditor agen-
cy within 20 calendar days of the date 
the notice was delivered to the debtor. 
In response, the creditor agency must 
notify the debtor in writing whether 
the proposed agreement is acceptable. 
In exercising its discretion, the cred-
itor agency must balance the Govern-
ment’s interest in collecting the debt 
against fairness to the debtor.

§ 3.29 Hearings and reviews. 
(a) A debtor who receives a Notice of 

Intent to Collect by Administrative 
Offset may request a hearing or docu-
mentary review of the agency’s deter-
mination that the debt exists and the 
propriety of administrative offset. Any 
debtor who wishes to do this must sub-
mit a written explanation of why the 
debtor disagrees and seeks review. The 
request must be received by the cred-
itor agency within 20 calendar days of 
the date the notice was delivered to the 
debtor. 

(b) In response, the creditor agency 
must notify the debtor in writing 
whether the review will be by docu-
mentary review or by hearing. If the 
debtor requests a hearing, and the 
creditor agency decides to conduct a 
documentary review, the agency must 
notify the debtor of the reason why a 
hearing will not be granted. The agen-
cy must also advise the debtor of the 
procedures to be used in reviewing the 
documentary record, or of the date, lo-
cation and procedures to be used if re-
view is by a hearing. 

(c) Unless otherwise arranged by mu-
tual agreement between the debtor and 
the agency, evidenced in writing, any 
documentary review or hearing will be 
conducted not less than 10 calendar 
days and no more than 45 calendar days 
after receipt of the request for review. 

(d) Unless otherwise arranged by mu-
tual agreement between the debtor and 
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the agency, evidenced in writing, a doc-
umentary review or hearing will be 
based on agency records plus other rel-
evant documentary evidence which 
may be submitted by the debtor within 
10 calendar days after the request for 
review is received. 

(e)(1) Hearings will be as informal as 
possible, and will be conducted by a re-
viewing officer in a fair and expedi-
tious manner. The reviewing officer 
need not use the formal rules of evi-
dence with regard to the admissibility 
of evidence or the use of evidence once 
admitted. However, clearly irrelevant 
material should not be admitted, 
whether or not any party objects. Any 
party to the hearing may offer exhib-
its, such as copies of financial records, 
telephone memoranda, or agreements, 
provided the opposing party is notified 
at least 5 days before the hearing. 

(2) Debtors may represent themselves 
or may be represented at their own ex-
pense by an attorney or other person. 

(3) The substance of all significant 
matters discussed at the hearing must 
be recorded. No official record or tran-
script of the hearing need be created, 
but if a debtor requested that a tran-
script be made, it will be at the debt-
or’s expense. 

(f)(1) Within no more than 30 cal-
endar days after the hearing or the 
documentary review, the reviewing of-
ficer will issue a written decision to 
the debtor and the agency, including 
the supporting rationale for the deci-
sion. The deadline for issuance of the 
decision may be extended by the re-
viewing officer for good cause for no 
more than 30 calendar days, and be-
yond the 30 calendar days extension 
only with the consent of the debtor. 
The decision need not be lengthy or 
formal in style, but must address the 
substantive issues. The decision should 
address any significant procedural 
matter which was in dispute before or 
during the hearing or documentary re-
view. 

(2) The reviewing officer’s decision 
constitutes final agency action as to 
the following issues: 

(i) All issues of fact relating to the 
basis of the debt (including the exist-
ence of the debt and the propriety of 
administrative offset), in cases where 

the debtor previously had not been af-
forded due process; and 

(ii) The existence of the debt and the 
propriety of administrative offset, in 
cases where the debtor previously had 
been afforded due process as to issues 
of fact relating to the basis of the debt. 

(g) The reviewing officer will prompt-
ly distribute copies of the decision to 
the Assistant Secretary for Adminis-
tration, USDA and to the debtor and 
the debtor’s representative. 

[50 FR 7722, Feb. 26, 1985, as amended at 55 
FR 38662, Sept. 20, 1990]

§ 3.30 Stay of offset. 
(a)(1) Unless otherwise arranged by 

mutual agreement between the debtor 
and the agency, evidenced in writing, 
when an agency receives a debtor’s re-
quest for inspection of agency records, 
the offset is stayed for no longer than 
10 calendar days beyond the date set by 
the creditor agency for the record in-
spection. 

(2) When an agency receives a debt-
or’s proposal for a repayment agree-
ment, the offset is stayed until the 
debtor is notified as to whether the 
proposed agreement is acceptable. 

(3) When a review is conducted, the 
offset is stayed until the creditor agen-
cy issues a final written decision. 

(b) When administrative offset is 
stayed, the amount of the debt and in-
terest will be withheld from payments 
to the debtor, but not applied against 
the debt until the stay expires. If with-
held funds are later determined not to 
be subject to offset, they will be 
promptly refunded to the debtor. 

(c) When administrative offset is 
stayed, the creditor agency will imme-
diately notify an offsetting agency to 
withhold the payment pending termi-
nation of the stay. 

[50 FR 7722, Feb. 26, 1985, as amended at 55 
FR 38663, Sept. 20, 1990]

§ 3.31 Agency procedures. 
(a) Any USDA agency may publish in 

the FEDERAL REGISTER, by rule or no-
tice, a listing by category of the order 
in which any funds it holds for or in-
tends to pay to a person may be 
reached by administrative offset. 

(b) For principal debts of $600 or 
more, an agency head may direct that 
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no compromise be made, or no collec-
tion action suspended or terminated 
without advice from the USDA General 
Counsel.

§ 3.32 Offset against amounts payable 
from Civil Service retirement and 
disability fund. 

An agency may request that monies 
payable to a debtor from the Civil 
Service Retirement and Disability 
Fund be administratively offset to col-
lect debts owed to the agency by the 
debtor. The creditor agency must cer-
tify that the debtor owes the debt, the 
amount of the debt, and that the cred-
itor agency has complied with 4 CFR 
102.4 and Office of Personnel Manage-
ment regulations. The request must be 
submitted to the official designated in 
Office of Personnel Management regu-
lations. 

[50 FR 7722, Feb. 26, 1985, as amended at 55 
FR 38663, Sept. 20, 1990]

§ 3.33 Offset of debtor’s judgment 
against the United States. 

Collection by offset against a judg-
ment obtained by a debtor against the 
United States must be effected in ac-
cordance with 31 U.S.C. 3728.

§ 3.34 Interest, penalties and adminis-
trative costs. 

(a) USDA creditor agencies must at-
tempt to collect interest, penalties and 
administrative costs on any delinquent 
debts owed to the United States in ac-
cordance with 4 CFR 102.13 and 102.14, 
or according to written documentation 
constituting the basis of the debt, or 
under any guidelines issued by the As-
sistant Secretary for Administration 
or by the creditor agency’s fiscal offi-
cer. 

(1) Interest will not be assessed on in-
terest, penalties or administrative 
costs. However, if a debtor defaults on 
a repayment agreement, interest which 
has accrued but was not collected 
under the defaulted agreement will be 
added to the principal to be paid under 
a new repayment agreement. 

(2) Agencies will assess a penalty of 
six percent a year on any unpaid debt 
balance delinquent for more than 90 
days. This charge accrues from the 
date the debt becomes delinquent. 

(3) Agencies will charge the debtor 
for administrative costs incurred in 
processing and handling a delinquent 
debt. Administrative costs may include 
costs of obtaining credit reports, using 
a private debt collector, or selling col-
lateral or property to satisfy the debt. 

(b) Agencies will waive the collection 
of interest assessed under these regula-
tions on a delinquent debt or any por-
tion of that debt which is paid within 
30 days after the date on which interest 
began to accrue. Agencies may extend 
the 30-day period on a case-by-case 
basis, if it is determined that an exten-
sion is appropriate because of partial 
or complete absence of culpability by 
the debtor for the delay in payment. 

(c) Agencies may waive collection of 
all or part of the interest, penalties, 
and administrative costs assessed 
under these regulations when it is de-
termined: 

(1) That the Government cannot col-
lect the full amount of the delinquent 
debt or interest and costs because of 
the debtor’s inability to pay the full 
amount within a reasonable time (con-
sidering such factors as those listed at 
4 CFR 103.2(b)), or the debtor’s refusal 
to pay the full amount where the Gov-
ernment is unable to effect collection 
in full within a reasonable time; or 

(2) That there is a real doubt con-
cerning the Government’s ability to re-
cover interest, penalties or costs in 
court, either because of the legal or eq-
uitable issues involved or because the 
facts are being disputed in court; or 

(3) That the cost of collecting the de-
linquent debt with interest, penalties, 
or costs outweighs the amounts to be 
recovered; or 

(4) That the collection of some or all 
of these charges would be against eq-
uity and good conscience or not in the 
best interests of the United States; or 

(5) (For waiver of interest) that a re-
quest is pending for reconsideration, 
administrative review, or waiver of the 
underlying delinquent debt under a 
statute allowing but not requiring one 
or more of these remedies. If the stat-
ute under which review or waiver is 
sought by the debtor prohibits the 
agency from collecting the delinquent 
debt before resolution of the review or 
waiver request, interest, penalties and 
administrative costs must be waived 
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during the period in which collection 
action is stayed. Otherwise, interest, 
penalties and administrative costs will 
not be waived except for a separate rea-
son included in this section; or 

(6) (For waiver of interest) that the 
agency has agreed to a repayment plan 
consistent with 4 CFR 102.11 and with 
§ 3.28 of this subpart, there is no indica-
tion of fault or lack of good faith by 
the debtor, and the amount of interest 
is sufficiently large relative to the size 
of the installments reasonably afford-
able by the debtor that the principal 
debt would never be repaid; or 

(7) The debt is repaid after the date 
on which interest, penalties and admin-
istrative costs became payable and the 
estimated costs of recovering the re-
maining interest balance exceed the 
amount owed to the agency. 

(d) The creditor agency must docu-
ment its reasons for waiving interest, 
penalties, or administrative costs. This 
documentation must be retained by the 
agency for at least three years. 

[50 FR 7722, Feb. 26, 1985, as amended at 55 
FR 38663, Sept. 20, 1990]

§ 3.35 Disclosure to a credit reporting 
agency. 

(a) The Department may report all 
commercial debts and all delinquent 
consumer debts to credit reporting 
agencies. The Department need not re-
port foreign debts, or the debts of State 
and local governments, Indian tribal 
governments, or other public institu-
tions. 

(b) Disclosure of delinquent consumer 
debts must be consistent with the re-
quirements of 31 U.S.C. 3711(f), 4 CFR 
102.3(c), and 5 U.S.C. 552a (the Privacy 
Act). 

[50 FR 7722, Feb. 26, 1985, as amended at 55 
FR 38663, Sept. 20, 1990]

§ 3.36 Use of collection agencies. 

USDA agencies should use collection 
agencies at any time accounts become 
delinquent. Agencies must refer all ac-
counts 6 months or more delinquent 
unless other collection actions are 
being pursued or referral is prohibited 
by statute. 

[55 FR 38663, Sept. 20, 1990]

Subpart C—Salary Offset

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 5514; 5 CFR part 550, 
subpart K.

SOURCE: 51 FR 8995, Mar. 17, 1986, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 3.51 Scope. 
(a) The provisions of this subpart set 

forth the Department’s procedures for 
the collection of a Federal employee’s 
pay by salary offset to satisfy certain 
valid and past due debts owed the gov-
ernment. 

(b) These regulations apply to: 
(1) Current employees of the Depart-

ment and other agencies who owe debts 
to the Department; and 

(2) Current employees of the Depart-
ment who owe debts to other agencies. 

(c) These regulations do not apply to 
debts or claims arising under the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1954 (26 U.S.C. 1 et 
seq.); the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 
301 et seq.); the tariff laws of the United 
States; or to any case where collection 
of a debt by salary offset is explicitly 
provided for or prohibited by another 
statute. 

(d) These regulations identify the 
types of salary offset available to the 
Department, as well as certain rights 
provided to the employee, which in-
clude a written notice before deduc-
tions begin, the opportunity to petition 
for a hearing and to receive a written 
decision if a hearing is granted. These 
employee rights do not apply to any 
adjustment to pay arising out of an 
employee’s election of coverage or a 
change in coverage under a Federal 
benefits program requiring periodic de-
ductions from pay, if the amount to be 
recovered was accumulated over four 
pay periods or less. 

(e) These regulations do not preclude 
an employee from: 

(1) Requesting waiver of a salary 
overpayment under 5 U.S.C. 5584, 10 
U.S.C. 2774, or 32 U.S.C. 716; 

(2) Requesting waiver of any other 
type of debt, if waiver is available by 
statute; or 

(3) Questioning the amount or valid-
ity of a debt by submitting a subse-
quent claim to the General Accounting 
Office. 

(f) Nothing in these regulations pre-
cludes the compromise, suspension or 
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