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equipment, by means of which all per-
sons participating in the meeting can 
simultaneously speak to and hear each 
other. Any member so participating in 
a meeting shall be deemed present for 
all purposes. Actions taken by the 
Board at meetings conducted through 
the use of such equipment, including 
the votes of each member, shall be re-
corded in the usual manner in the min-
utes of the meetings of the Board. 

(g) Actions between meetings. When, in 
the judgment of the Chair, cir-
cumstances occur making it desirable 
for the Board to consider action when 
it is not feasible to call a meeting, the 
relevant information and recommenda-
tions for action may be transmitted to 
the members by the Secretary and the 
voting members may communicate 
their votes to the Chair in writing (in-
cluding an action signed in counterpart 
by each Board member), electronically, 
or orally (including telephone commu-
nication). Any action taken under this 
paragraph has the same effect as an ac-
tion taken at a meeting. Any such ac-
tion shall be recorded in the minutes. 

(h) Officers and staff of the Board. The 
Board shall appoint a Secretary and 
may appoint such other officers and 
staff as it deems appropriate, including 
an Executive Director and a Legal 
Counsel. An individual may hold more 
than one officer or staff position. 

(i) Delegations of authority. The Board 
may delegate authority, subject to 
such terms and conditions as the Board 
deems appropriate, to officers and staff 
to take certain actions not required by 
the Act to be taken by the Board. All 
delegations shall be made pursuant to 
resolutions of the Board and recorded 
in writing, whether in the minutes of a 
meeting or otherwise. Any action 
taken pursuant to such delegated au-
thority has the effect of an action 
taken by the Board.

§ 2200.7 Officer and staff responsibil-
ities. 

(a) Executive Director. The Executive 
Director advises and assists the Board 
in carrying out its responsibilities 
under the Act, provides general direc-
tion with respect to the administration 
of the Board’s actions, directs the ac-
tivities of the staff, and performs such 
other duties as the Board may require. 

(b) Legal Counsel. The Legal Counsel 
provides legal advice relating to the re-
sponsibilities of the Board and per-
forms such other duties as the Board 
may require. 

(c) Secretary. The Secretary sends no-
tice of all meetings, prepares minutes 
of all meetings, maintains a complete 
record of all votes and actions taken by 
the Board, has custody of all records of 
the Board, has authority to publish 
documents in the FEDERAL REGISTER 
upon approval of the Board and per-
forms such other duties as the Board 
may require. 

(d) Other. The responsibilities of any 
other officer or staff shall be defined by 
the Board at the time of appointment 
of such position.

§ 2200.8 Ex parte communications. 
Communication with the Board shall 

be conducted through the staff of the 
Board. Oral or written communication, 
not on the public record, between the 
Board, or any member of the Board, 
and any party or parties interested in 
any matter pending before the Board 
concerning the substance of that mat-
ter is prohibited.

§ 2200.9 Amendments. 
The Board’s rules may be adopted or 

amended, or new rules may be adopted, 
only by the affirmative vote of not less 
than three members of the Board. Au-
thority to adopt or amend these rules 
may not be delegated.

§ 2200.10 [Reserved]

VerDate Dec<13>2002 12:43 Jan 29, 2003 Jkt 200024 PO 00000 Frm 00026 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\200024T.XXX 200024T



27

CHAPTER XXVI—OFFICE OF INSPECTOR 
GENERAL, 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Part Page
2610 Organization, functions, and delegations of author-

ity ........................................................................ 29
2620 Availability of information to the public ............... 32

VerDate Jan<31>2003 11:28 Feb 06, 2003 Jkt 200024 PO 00000 Frm 00027 Fmt 8008 Sfmt 8008 Y:\SGML\200024T.XXX 200024T



VerDate Jan<31>2003 11:28 Feb 06, 2003 Jkt 200024 PO 00000 Frm 00028 Fmt 8008 Sfmt 8008 Y:\SGML\200024T.XXX 200024T



29

PART 2610—ORGANIZATION, 
FUNCTIONS, AND DELEGATIONS 
OF AUTHORITY

Sec.
2610.1 General statement. 
2610.2 Headquarters organization. 
2610.3 Regional organization. 
2610.4 Requests for service. 
2610.5 Delegations of authority.

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301 and 552, Pub. L. 95–
452, 5 U.S.C. App., and Pub. L. 97–98, 7 U.S.C. 
2270.

SOURCE: 60 FR 52840, Oct. 11, 1995, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 2610.1 General statement. 
(a) The Inspector General Act of 1978 

as amended, Pub. L. 95–452, 5 U.S.C. 
App., establishes an Office of Inspector 
General (OIG) in the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) and transfers to 
it the functions, powers, and duties of 
offices referred to in the Department as 
the ‘‘Office of Investigation’’ and the 
‘‘Office of Audit,’’ previously assigned 
to the OIG created by the Secretary’s 
Memoranda 1915 and 1727, dated March 
23, 1977, and October 5, 1977, respec-
tively. Under this Act, OIG is estab-
lished as an independent and objective 
unit, headed by the Inspector General 
(IG), who is appointed by the President 
and reports to and is under the general 
supervision of the Secretary. 

(b) The mission of OIG is to provide 
policy direction; to conduct, supervise, 
and coordinate audits and investiga-
tions of USDA programs and oper-
ations to determine efficiency and ef-
fectiveness; to prevent and detect fraud 
and abuse in such programs and oper-
ations; and to keep the Secretary and 
the Congress informed of problems and 
deficiencies relative to the programs 
and operations. 

(c) The Secretary has made the fol-
lowing delegations of authority to the 
IG (7 CFR 2.33): 

(1) Advise the Secretary and General 
Officers in the planning, development, 
and execution of Department policies 
and programs. 

(2) Provide for the personal security 
of the Secretary and Deputy Secretary. 

(3) Serve as liaison official for the 
Department for all audits of USDA per-
formed by the General Accounting Of-
fice. 

(4) In addition to the above delega-
tions of authority, the IG, under the 
general supervision of the secretary, 
has specific duties, responsibilities, 
and authorities pursuant to the Act, 
including: 

(i) Conduct and supervise audits and 
investigations relating to programs 
and operations of the Department. 

(ii) Provide leadership, coordination, 
and policy recommendations to pro-
mote economy, efficiency, and effec-
tiveness, and to prevent and detect 
fraud and abuse in the administration 
of the Department’s program and oper-
ations. 

(iii) Keep the Secretary and the con-
gress fully and currently informed 
about problems and deficiencies and 
the necessity for and progress of cor-
rective actions in the administration of 
the Department’s programs and oper-
ations. 

(iv) Make such investigations and re-
ports relating to the administration of 
programs and operations of the Depart-
ment as are in the judgment of the IG, 
necessary or desirable. 

(v) Review existing and proposed leg-
islation and regulations and make rec-
ommendations to the Secretary and 
the Congress on the impact such laws 
or regulations will have on the econ-
omy and efficiency of program admin-
istration or in the prevention and de-
tection of fraud and abuse in the pro-
grams and operations of the Depart-
ment. 

(vi) Have access to all records, re-
ports, audits, reviews, documents, pa-
pers, recommendations, or other mate-
rial available to the Department which 
relate to programs and operations for 
which the IG has responsibility. 

(vii) Report expeditiously to the At-
torney General any matter where there 
are reasonable grounds to believe there 
has been a violation of Federal crimi-
nal law. 

(viii) Issue subpoenas to other than 
Federal agencies for the production of 
information, documents, reports, an-
swers, records, accounts, papers, and 
other data and documentary evidence 
necessary in the performance of func-
tions assigned by the Act. 

(ix) Receive and investigate com-
plaints or information from any De-
partment employee concerning possible 
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violations of laws, rules or regulations, 
or mismanagement, gross waste of 
funds, abuse of authority, or substan-
tial and specific dangers to the public 
health and safety. 

(x) Select, appoint, and employ nec-
essary officers and employees in OIG in 
accordance with laws and regulations 
governing the civil service, including 
an Assistant Inspector General for Au-
diting and an Assistant Inspector Gen-
eral for Investigations. 

(xi) Obtain services as authorized by 
Section 3109 of Title 5, United States 
Code. 

(xii) Enter into contracts and other 
arrangements for audits, inspections, 
studies, analyses, and other services 
with public agencies and private per-
sons, and make such payments as may 
be necessary to carry out the provi-
sions of the Act to the extent and in 
such amounts as may be provided in an 
appropriation act. 

(d) The IG, under the Agriculture and 
Food Act of 1981, Pub. L. 97–98, 7 U.S.C. 
2270, and pursuant to rules issued by 
the Secretary in 7 CFR part 1a, has the 
authority to: 

(1) Designate employees of the Office 
of Inspector General who investigate 
alleged or suspected felony criminal 
violations of statutes administered by 
the Secretary of Agriculture or any 
agency of USDA, when engaged in the 
performance of official duties to: 

(i) Execute and serve a warrant for 
an arrest, for the search of premises, or 
the seizure of evidence when issued 
under authority of the United States 
upon probable cause to believe that 
such a violation has been committed; 

(ii) Make an arrest without a warrant 
for any such violation if such violation 
is committed or if the employee has 
probable cause to believe that such vio-
lation is being committed in his/her 
presence; and 

(iii) Carry a firearm. 
(2) Issue directives and take the ac-

tions prescribed by the Secretary’s 
rules.

§ 2610.2 Headquarters organization. 

(a) The OIG has a headquarters office 
in Washington, DC, and regional offices 
throughout the United States. The 
headquarters office consists of the im-

mediate office of the IG and three oper-
ational units. 

(b) Operational units. (1) The Assist-
ant Inspector General for Policy Devel-
opment and Resources Management 
(AIG/PD&RM) formulates OIG policies 
and procedures; develops, administers 
and directs comprehensive programs 
for the management, budget, financial, 
personnel, systems improvement, and 
information activities and operations 
of OIG; and is responsible for OIG auto-
mated date processing (ADP) and OIG 
information management systems. The 
staff maintains OIG’s directives sys-
tem; Departmental Regulations and 
Federal Register issuances; admin-
isters the Freedom of Information and 
Privacy Acts, which includes requests 
received from the Congress, other Fed-
eral agencies, intergovernmental orga-
nizations, the news media, and the pub-
lic; and provides for the administration 
of an OIG EEO program, including af-
firmative action. The immediate office 
of the AIG/PD&RM and two divisions 
carry out these functions. 

(2) The Assistant Inspector General 
for Audit (AIG/A) carries out the OIG’s 
domestic and foreign audit operations 
through a headquarters office, a Finan-
cial Management and ADP Audit Oper-
ations staff located in Kansas City, 
Missouri, and six regional offices 
shown in § 2610.3(a). The staff provides a 
continual audit review of ADP security 
throughout USDA. Auditing officials 
conduct operational liaison on audit 
matters; schedule and conduct audits; 
release audit reports to management; 
follow agency action to assure that 
audit reports have been properly acted 
upon through review of Department 
management follow up system; mon-
itor the quality of OIG audit reports; 
and coordinate activities with the As-
sistant inspector General (AIG) for In-
vestigations. The staff also provides an 
integrated approach to fraud preven-
tion and detection and management 
improvement in USDA programs and 
operations; reviews Department legis-
lation and regulations through the in-
volvement and cooperation of the De-
partment’s principal officers and pro-
gram managers; coordinates analyses 
and reports on the conduct of fraud 
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vulnerability assessments; and rec-
ommends policies and provides tech-
nical assistance for investigative and 
audit operations. The Auditing head-
quarters office consists of the imme-
diate office of the AIG/A and four staff 
divisions. 

(3) The Assistant Inspector General 
for Investigations (AIG/I) carries out 
the OIG’s domestic and foreign inves-
tigative operations through a head-
quarters office and the seven regional 
offices shown in § 2610.3(b). Investiga-
tions officials conduct operational and 
intelligence liaison on investigative 
matters with the FBI, Secret Service, 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS), 
Interpol, and other Federal and State 
law enforcement organizations; deter-
mine the need for investigative action; 
conduct investigations; prepare factual 
reports of investigative findings; refer 
reports for appropriate administrative 
or legal action; followup on agency ac-
tions to assure that OIG investigative 
reports have been properly acted upon; 
monitor the quality of investigative re-
ports; and coordinate activities with 
the AIG/A. The staff also conducts spe-
cial investigations of major programs, 
operations, and high level officials; 
provides for the protection of the Sec-
retary and Deputy Secretary; receives 
and processes employee complaints 
concerning possible violations of laws, 
rules, regulations or mismanagement. 
The Investigations headquarters office 
consists of the immediate office of the 
AIG/I and three staff divisions.

§ 2610.3 Regional organization. 
(a) Each Regional Inspector General 

for Audit (RIG/A) is responsible to the 
IG and to the AIG/A for supervising the 
performance of all OIG auditing activi-
ties relating to the Department’s do-
mestic and foreign programs and oper-
ations within an assigned geographic 
area. The addresses and telephone 
numbers of the six Audit Regional Of-
fices and the territories served are as 
follows:

AUDIT REGION, ADDRESS, TELEPHONE NUMBER, 
AND TERRITORY 

Northeast Region, ATTN: Suite 5D06, 4700 
River Road, Unit 151, Riverdale, Maryland 
20737–1237, (301) 734–8763; Connecticut, Dela-
ware, District of Columbia, Maine, Mary-
land, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New 

Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Puerto 
Rico, Rhode Island, Virgin Islands, 
Vermont, Virginia, and West Virginia. 

Southeast Region, 401 W. Peachtree Street 
NW., Room 2328, Atlanta, Georgia 30365–
3520, (404) 730–3210; Alabama, Florida, Geor-
gia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, and Tennessee. 

Midwest Region, 111 N. Canal Street, Suite 
1130, Chicago, Illinois 60606–7295, (312) 353–
1352; Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Min-
nesota, Ohio, and Wisconsin. 

Southwest Region, 101 South Main, Room 
324, Temple, Texas 76501, (817) 774–1430; Ar-
kansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, 
and Texas. 

Great Plains Region, 9435 Holmes, Room 233, 
Kansas City, Missouri 64131, Mailing ad-
dress: PO Box 293, Kansas City, Missouri 
64141, (816) 926–7667; Colorado, Iowa, Kan-
sas, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, North 
Dakota, South Dakota, Wyoming, and 
Utah. 

Western Region, 600 Harrison Street, Suite 
225, San Francisco, California 94107, (415) 
744–2851; Alaska, Arizona, California, Ha-
waii, Idaho, Nevada, Oregon, Territory of 
Guam, Trust Territories of the Pacific, and 
Washington.

(b) Each RIG/I is responsible to the 
IG and to the AIG/I for supervising the 
performance of all OIG investigative 
activities relating to the Department’s 
domestic and foreign programs and op-
erations within an assigned geographic 
area. The addresses and telephone 
numbers of the seven Investigations 
Regional Offices and the territories 
served are as follows:

INVESTIGATIONS REGION, ADDRESS, 
TELEPHONE NUMBER, AND TERRITORY 

North Atlantic Region, 26 Federal Plaza, 
Room 1409, New York, New York 10278, 
(212) 264–8400; Connecticut, Maine, Massa-
chusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, 
New York, Puerto Rico, Rhode Island, 
Vermont, and Virgin Islands. 

Northeast Region, ATTN: Suite 5D06, 4700 
River Road, Unit 151, Riverdale, Mary-
land 20737–1237, (301) 734–8850; Delaware, 
District of Columbia, Maryland, Pennsyl-
vania, Virginia, and West Virginia. 

Southeast Region, 401 W. Peachtree Street 
NW., Room 2329, Atlanta, Georgia 30365–
3520, (404) 730–2170; Alabama, Florida, 
Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee. 

Midwest Region, 111 N. Canal Street, Suite 
1130, Chicago, Illinois 60606–7295, (312) 353–
1358; Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Min-
nesota, Ohio, and Wisconsin. 

Southwest Region, 101 South Main, Room 
311, Temple, Texas 76501, (817) 774–1351; 
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Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Okla-
homa, and Texas. 

Great Plains Region, 9435 Holmes, Room 210, 
Kansas City, Missouri 64131, Mailing ad-
dress: PO Box 293, Kansas City, Missouri 
64141, (816) 926–7606: Colorado, Iowa, Kan-
sas, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, North 
Dakota, South Dakota, Wyoming, and 
Utah. 

Western Region, 600 Harrison Street, Room 
225, San Francisco, California 94107, (415) 
744–2887; Alaska, Arizona, California, Ha-
waii, Idaho, Nevada, Oregon, Territory of 
Guam, Trust Territories of the Pacific, 
and Washington.

§ 2610.4 Requests for service. 

(a) Heads of USDA agencies will di-
rect requests for audit or investigative 
service to the AIG/A, AIG/I, RIG/A, 
RIG/I, or to other OIG audit or inves-
tigation officials responsible for pro-
viding service of the type desired in the 
geographical area where service is de-
sired. 

(b) Agency officials or other employ-
ees may, at any time, direct to the per-
sonal attention of the IG any audit or 
investigation matter that warrants 
such attention. 

(c) Other persons may address their 
communications regarding audit or in-
vestigative matters to: The Inspector 
General, U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, Ag Box 2301, Washington, DC 
20250. Additionally, persons may call or 
write the hotline office at 202–690–1622, 
1–800–424–9121, TDD 202–690–1202, or Of-
fice of Inspector General, PO Box 23399, 
Washington, DC 20026. Bribes involving 
USDA programs may be reported using 
the 24 hour bribery hotline number at 
202 720–7257.

§ 2610.5 Delegations of authority. 

(a) AIG’s listed in § 2610.2; and RIG’s 
listed in § 2610.3, are authorized to take 
whatever actions are necessary to 
carry out their assigned functions. 
This authority may be redelegated. 

(b) The IG reserves the right to es-
tablish audit and investigation poli-
cies, program, procedures, and stand-
ards; to allocate appropriated funds; to 
determine audit and investigative ju-
risdiction; and to exercise any of the 
powers or functions or perform any of 
the duties referenced in the above dele-
gation.

PART 2620—AVAILABILITY OF 
INFORMATION TO THE PUBLIC

Sec.
2620.1 General statement. 
2620.2 Public inspection and copying. 
2620.3 Requests. 
2620.4 Denials. 
2620.5 Appeals.

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301 and 552; 5 U.S.C. 
App.

SOURCE: 60 FR 52842, Oct. 11, 1995, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 2620.1 General statement. 
This part is issued in accordance 

with, and subject to, the regulations of 
the Secretary of Agriculture § 1.1 
through § 1.23 (and appendix A of sub-
part A of part 1) of this title, imple-
menting the Freedom of Information 
Act, 5 U.S.C. 552, and governs the avail-
ability of records of the Office of In-
spector General (OIG) to the public 
upon request.

§ 2620.2 Public inspection and copying. 
5 U.S.C. 522(a)(2) requires that cer-

tain materials be made available for 
public inspection and copying, and that 
a current index of these materials be 
published quarterly or otherwise made 
available. OIG does not maintain any 
materials within the scope of these re-
quirements.

§ 2620.3 Requests. 
(a) Requests for OIG records shall be 

in writing in accordance with § 1.6(a) of 
this title and addressed to the Assist-
ant Inspector General for Policy Devel-
opment and Resources Management 
(AIG/PD&RM), Office of Inspector Gen-
eral, U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Ag Box 2310, Washington, DC 20250. The 
above official is hereby delegated au-
thority to make determinations re-
garding such requests in accordance 
with § 1.3(a)(3) of this title. 

(b) Requests should be reasonably 
specific in identifying the record re-
quested and should include the name, 
address, and telephone number of the 
requester. 

(c) Available records may be in-
spected and copied in the office of the 
AIG/PD&RM, from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
local time on regular working days or 
may be obtained by mail. Copies will 
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be provided upon payment of applicable 
fees, unless waived or reduced, in ac-
cordance with the Department’s fee 
schedule as set forth in appendix A of 
subpart A of part 1 of this title.

§ 2620.4 Denials. 

If the AIG/PD&RM determines that a 
requested record is exempt from man-
datory disclosure and that discre-
tionary release would be improper, the 
AIG/PD&RM shall give written notice 

of denial in accordance with § 1.8(a) of 
this title.

§ 2620.5 Appeals. 
The denial of a requested record may 

be appealed in accordance with § 1.6(e) 
of this title. Appeals shall be addressed 
to the Inspector General, U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Ag Box 2301, 
Washington, DC 20250. The Inspector 
General will give prompt notice of the 
determination concerning an appeal in 
accordance with § 1.8(d) of this title.
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