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Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA § 57.100

EGGS AND EGG PRODUCTS NOT INTENDED 
FOR HUMAN FOOD

§ 57.45 Prohibition on eggs and egg 
products not intended for use as 
human food. 

(a) No person shall buy, sell, or trans-
port or offer to buy or sell, or offer or 
receive for transportation in com-
merce, any eggs or egg products which 
are not intended for use as human food, 
unless they are denatured or 
decharacterized, unless shipped under 
seal as authorized in §§ 57.504(c) and 
57.720(a) and identified as required by 
the regulations in this part. 

(b) No person shall import or export 
shell eggs classified as loss, inedible, or 
incubator rejects unless they are dena-
tured or decharacterized and identified 
as required by the regulations in this 
part. 

[63 FR 69968, 69970, Dec. 17, 1998]

REFRIGERATION OF SHELL EGGS

§ 57.50 Temperature and labeling re-
quirements. 

(a) No shell egg handler shall possess 
any shell eggs that are packed into 
containers destined for the ultimate 
consumer unless they are stored and 
transported under refrigeration at an 
ambient temperature of no greater 
than 45°F (7.2°C). 

(b) No shell egg handler shall possess 
any shell eggs that are packed into 
containers destined for the ultimate 
consumer unless they are labeled to in-
dicate that refrigeration is required. 

(c) Any producer-packer with an an-
nual egg production from a flock of 
3,000 or fewer hens is exempt from the 
temperature and labeling requirements 
of this section.

EXEMPTIONS

§ 57.100 Specific exemptions. 
The following are exempt to the ex-

tent prescribed as to the provisions for 
control of restricted eggs in section 
8(a)(1) and (2) of the Act: Provided, That 
as to paragraphs (c) through (f) of this 
section, the exemptions do not apply to 
restricted eggs when prohibited by 
State or local law: And provided further, 
That the sale of ‘‘hard-cooked shell 
eggs’’ or ‘‘peeled hard-cooked shell 

eggs’’ prepared from checks is subject 
to the conditions for exemption in 
paragraphs (c), (d), and (f) of this sec-
tion: And provided further, That the 
conditions for exemption and provi-
sions of these regulations are met: 

(a) The sale, transportation, posses-
sion, or use of eggs which contain no 
more restricted eggs than are allowed 
by the tolerances in the official stand-
ards for U.S. Consumer Grade B shell 
eggs; 

(b) [Reserved] 
(c) The sale at the site of production, 

on a door-to-door retail route, or at an 
established place of business away from 
the site of production, by a poultry 
producer of eggs from his own flock’s 
production directly to a household con-
sumer exclusively for use by such con-
sumer and members of his household 
and his nonpaying guests and employ-
ees, and the transportation, possession, 
and use of such eggs: Provided, That 
each such sale of restricted eggs shall 
be limited to no more than 30 dozen 
eggs; And provided further, (1) That eggs 
sold directly to consumers at an estab-
lished place of business away from the 
site of production be moved directly 
from the producer to such place of 
business; (2) that such business away 
from the site of production be owned 
and managed by the producer; and (3) 
that such eggs which are sold on a 
door-to-door route or at an established 
place of business away from the site of 
production shall contain no more loss 
and/or leakers than allowed in the offi-
cial standards for U.S. Consumer Grade 
B shell eggs. 

(d) The sale of eggs by any producer 
with an annual egg production from a 
flock of 3,000 hens or less and the 
record requirements of § 57.200; 

(e) The processing and sale of egg 
products by any poultry producer from 
eggs of his own flock’s production when 
sold directly to a household consumer 
exclusively for use by such consumer 
and members of his household and his 
nonpaying guests and employees; 

(f) The sale of eggs by shell egg pack-
ers on the premises where the grading 
station is located, directly to house-
hold consumers for use by such con-
sumer and members of his household 
and his nonpaying guests and employ-
ees, and the transportation, possession, 
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