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§ 781.1 General. 
The purpose of these regulations is to 

set forth the requirements designed to 
implement the Agricultural Foreign 
Investment Disclosure Act of 1978. The 
regulations require that a foreign per-
son who acquires, disposes of, or holds 
an interest in United States agricul-
tural land shall disclose such trans-
actions and holdings to the Secretary 
of Agriculture. In particular, the regu-
lations establish a system for the col-
lection of information by the Agricul-
tural Stablization and Conservation 
Service (FSA) pertaining to foreign in-
vestment in United States agricultural 
land. The information collected will be 
utilized in the preparation of periodic 
reports to Congress and the President 
by the Economic Research Service 
(ERS) concerning the effect of such 
holdings upon family farms and rural 
communities.

§ 781.2 Definitions. 
In determining the meaning of the 

provisions of this part, unless the con-
text indicates otherwise, words import-
ing the singular include and apply to 
several persons or things, words im-
porting the plural include the singular, 
and words used in the present tense in-
clude the future as well as the present. 
The following terms shall have the fol-
lowing meanings: 

(a) AFIDA. AFIDA means the Agri-
cultural Foreign Investment Disclosure 
Act of 1978. 

(b) Agricultural land. Agricultural 
land means land in the United States 
used for forestry production and land 
in the United States currently used for, 
or, if currently idle, land last used 
within the past five years, for farming, 
ranching, or timber production, except 
land not exceeding ten acres in the ag-
gregate, if the annual gross receipts 
from the sale of the farm, ranch, or 

timber products produced thereon do 
not exceed $1,000. Farming, ranching, 
or timber production includes, but is 
not limited to, activities set forth in 
the Standard Industrial Classification 
Manual (1987), Division A, exclusive of 
industry numbers 0711–0783, 0851, and 
0912–0919 which cover animal trapping, 
game management, hunting carried on 
as a business enterprise, trapping car-
ried on as a business enterprise, and 
wildlife management. Land used for 
forestry production means, land ex-
ceeding 10 acres in which 10 percent is 
stocked by trees of any size, including 
land that formerly had such tree cover 
and that will be naturally or artifi-
cially regenerated. 

(c) Any interest. Any interest means 
all interest acquired, transferred or 
held in agricultural lands by a foreign 
person, except: 

(1) Security interests; 
(2) Leaseholds of less than 10 years; 
(3) Contingent future interests; 
(4) Noncontingent future interests 

which do not become possessory upon 
the termination of the present 
possessory estate; 

(5) Surface or subsurface easements 
and rights of way used for a purpose 
unrelated to agricultural production; 
and 

(6) An interest solely in mineral 
rights. 

(d) County. County means a political 
subdivision of a State identified as a 
County or parish. In Alaska, the term 
means an area so designated by the 
State Agricultural Stabilization and 
Conservation committee. 

(e) Foreign government. Foreign gov-
ernment means any government other 
than the United States government, 
the government of a State, or a polit-
ical subdivision of a State. 

(f) Foreign individual. Foreign indi-
vidual means foreign person as defined 
in paragraph (g)(1) of this section. 

(g) Foreign person. Foreign person 
means: 

(1) Any individual: 
(i) Who is not a citizen or national of 

the United States; or 
(ii) Who is not a citizen of the North-

ern Mariana Islands or the Trust Terri-
tory of the Pacific Islands; or 
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