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Local county office means the county 
FSA office or USDA Service Center 
that services the farm if an FSA farm 
serial number has been assigned or, if 
no serial number is assigned, then the 
office that services the county in which 
the eligible trees or vines are located. 

Natural disaster means drought, ex-
cessive moisture, hail, freeze, tornado, 
hurricane, earthquake, or excessive 
wind. 

Normal mortality means the percent-
age of plant loss on the individual 
stand of eligible trees or eligible vines 
which normally occurs in a 12-month 
period. 

Orchard means eligible trees planted 
for commercial annual production of 
fruit or nuts. 

Owner means a person who has legal 
ownership of the eligible trees or vines 
as determined by FSA. Eligible tree or 
vine owners need not own the land on 
which the trees or vines are planted. 

Seedling means an eligible tree which 
was planted in the ground for commer-
cial purposes. 

Total mortality means the actual per-
centage of eligible tree or eligible vine 
losses on a given individual stand. 

(c) The definitions set forth in this 
section shall be applicable for all pur-
poses of administering the Tree Assist-
ance Program. The terms defined in 
part 718 of this chapter shall also be ap-
plicable, except where those definitions 
conflict with the definitions set forth 
in this section.

§ 783.4 Program deadlines. 

(a) A request for benefits under this 
part to reimburse for losses to eligible 
trees and eligible vines must be sub-
mitted to FSA at the local county of-
fice by close of business on Friday, 
September 26, 1997. 

(b) All related and supporting docu-
mentation shall be submitted at the 
time the request for assistance is filed 
or no later than September 30, 1997. 

(c) The State committee shall allow 
the county committee to approve late-
filed requests received after the enroll-
ment period ends, but no later than 
September 30, 1997. Late-filed requests 
will be accepted only for those owners 
who applied late due to circumstances 
beyond their control as determined by 

the county committee and concurred 
with by the State committee. 

(d) The State committee may ap-
prove an extension, not to exceed 24 
months beyond the date of application, 
to complete TAP practices if delays are 
determined to be beyond the control of 
the applicant.

§ 783.5 Ownership, income and pay-
ment limitations. 

(a) An eligible owner must: 
(1) Own less than 500 acres of each 

type of eligible tree or eligible vine, re-
gardless of their size or condition, 
which produce annual crops for com-
mercial purposes, or are grown for har-
vest for commercial purposes; and 

(2) Have owned the eligible trees or 
eligible vines at the time the natural 
disaster occurred and continuously 
until the application for TAP benefits 
is submitted. 

(b) No person, as defined in part 1400 
of this title, as applicable, with an an-
nual gross revenue in excess of $2.5 mil-
lion for the 1996 tax year will be eligi-
ble for TAP benefits. 

(c) The amount of payments which 
any person, as determined in accord-
ance with part 1400 of this title, may 
receive under this part in connection 
with losses of eligible trees and eligible 
vines, shall not exceed $25,000. 

(d) An owner who acquires eligible 
trees or eligible vines from a previous 
owner approved for 1997 TAP shall not 
receive additional program benefits 
due to an increase in the number of 
persons associated with the new owner-
ship. A new owner is allowed to receive 
TAP benefits not paid to the previous 
owner if the new owner: 

(1) Acquires ownership of land or 
trees for which TAP benefits have been 
approved; 

(2) Meets the income and payment 
limitation under this part; 

(3) Agrees to complete all practices 
which the original owner has not com-
pleted; and 

(4) Agrees to receive any remaining 
payments and assumes full responsi-
bility for all provisions of TAP, includ-
ing refund of payments made to the 
previous owner, if necessary. 
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