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SUBCHAPTER C—LICENSING

PART 411 [RESERVED]

PART 413—LICENSE APPLICATION 
PROCEDURES

Sec.
413.1 Scope. 
413.3 Who must obtain a license. 
413.5 Pre-application consultation. 
413.7 Application. 
413.9 Confidentiality. 
413.11 Acceptance of an application. 
413.13 Complete application. 
413.15 Review period. 
413.17 Continuing accuracy of application; 

supplemental information; amendment. 
413.19 Issuance of a license. 
413.21 Denial of a license application. 
413.23 License renewal.

AUTHORITY: 49 U.S.C. 70101–70121.

SOURCE: Amdt. 413–03, 64 FR 19614, Apr. 21, 
1999, unless otherwise noted.

§ 413.1 Scope. 
(a) This part prescribes the proce-

dures applicable to applications sub-
mitted under this chapter to conduct 
licensed activities. These procedures 
apply to all applications for issuance of 
a license, transfer of an existing li-
cense, and renewal of an existing li-
cense. 

(b) Use the following table to locate 
specific requirements:

Subject Part 

(1) Launch License .................................................... 415 
(2) License to Operate a Launch Site ....................... 420 
(3) Launch and Reentry of a Reusable Launch Ve-

hicle (RLV) ............................................................. 431 
(4) License to Operate a Reentry Site ...................... 433 
(5) Reentry of a Reentry Vehicle other than a Reus-

able Launch Vehicle (RLV) .................................... 435

[Amdt. 413–5, 68 FR 35289, June 13, 2003]

§ 413.3 Who must obtain a license. 
(a) A person must obtain a license— 
(1) To launch a launch vehicle from 

the United States; 
(2) To operate a launch site within 

the United States; 
(3) To reenter a reentry vehicle in the 

United States; or 
(4) To operate a reentry site within 

the United States. 

(b) An individual who is a U.S. cit-
izen or an entity organized under the 
laws of the United States or any State 
must obtain a license— 

(1) To launch a launch vehicle out-
side the United States; 

(2) To operate a launch site outside of 
the United States; 

(3) To reenter a reentry vehicle out-
side of the United States; or 

(4) To operate a reentry site outside 
of the United States. 

(c) A foreign entity in which a United 
States citizen has a controlling inter-
est, as defined in § 401.5 of this chapter, 
must obtain a launch license to launch 
a launch vehicle from or a license to 
operate a launch site within— 

(1) Any place that is both outside the 
United States and outside the territory 
of any foreign nation, unless there is 
an agreement in force between the 
United States and a foreign nation pro-
viding that such foreign nation shall 
exercise jurisdiction over the launch or 
the operation of the launch site; or 

(2) The territory of any foreign na-
tion if there is an agreement in force 
between the United States and that 
foreign nation providing that the 
United States shall exercise jurisdic-
tion over the launch or the operation 
of the launch site. 

(d) A foreign entity in which a U.S. 
citizen has a controlling interest, as 
defined in § 401.5 of this chapter, must 
obtain a license to reenter a reentry 
vehicle or to operate a reentry site in— 

(1) Any place that is outside the 
United States and outside the territory 
of any foreign nation, unless there is 
an agreement in force between the 
United States and a foreign nation pro-
viding that such foreign nation shall 
exercise jurisdiction over the reentry 
or the operation of the reentry site; or 

(2) The territory of any foreign na-
tion if there is an agreement in force 
between the United States and that 
foreign nation providing that the 
United States shall exercise jurisdic-
tion over the reentry or the operation 
of the reentry site. 

[Doc. No. FAA–1999–5535, 65 FR 56658, Sept. 
19, 2000]
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§ 413.5 Pre-application consultation. 
A prospective applicant shall consult 

with the FAA before submitting an ap-
plication to discuss the application 
process and potential issues relevant to 
the FAA’s licensing decision. Early 
consultation enables an applicant to 
identify potential licensing issues at 
the planning stage when changes to a 
license application or to proposed li-
censed activities are less likely to re-
sult in significant delay or costs to the 
applicant.

§ 413.7 Application. 
(a) Form. An application must be in 

writing, in English and filed in dupli-
cate with the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration, Associate Administrator for 
Commercial Space Transportation, 
AST–200, Room 331, 800 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20591. 
Attention: Licensing and Safety Divi-
sion, Application Review. 

(b) Administrative information. An ap-
plication must identify the following: 

(1) The name and address of the ap-
plicant; 

(2) The name, address, and telephone 
number of any person to whom inquir-
ies and correspondence should be di-
rected; and 

(3) The type of license for which the 
applicant is applying. 

(c) Signature and certification of accu-
racy. An application must be legibly 
signed, dated, and certified as true, 
complete, and accurate by one of the 
following: 

(1) For a corporation: An officer au-
thorized to act for the corporation in 
licensing matters. 

(2) For a partnership or a sole propri-
etorship: A general partner or propri-
etor, respectively. 

(3) For a joint venture, association, or 
other entity: An officer or other indi-
vidual duly authorized to act for the 
joint venture, association, or other en-
tity in licensing matters.

§ 413.9 Confidentiality. 
(a) Any person furnishing informa-

tion or data to the FAA may request in 
writing that trade secrets or propri-
etary commercial or financial data be 
treated as confidential. The request 
must be made at the time the informa-
tion or data is submitted, and state the 

period of time for which confidential 
treatment is desired. 

(b) Information or data for which any 
person or agency requests confiden-
tiality must be clearly marked with an 
identifying legend, such as ‘‘Propri-
etary Information,’’ ‘‘Proprietary Com-
mercial Information,’’ ‘‘Trade Secret,’’ 
or ‘‘Confidential Treatment Re-
quested.’’ Where this marking proves 
impracticable, a cover sheet containing 
the identifying legend must be securely 
attached to the compilation of infor-
mation or data for which confidential 
treatment is requested. 

(c) If a person requests that pre-
viously submitted information or data 
be treated confidentially, the FAA will 
do so to the extent practicable in light 
of any prior distribution of the infor-
mation or data. 

(d) Information or data for which 
confidential treatment has been re-
quested or information or data that 
qualifies for exemption under section 
552(b)(4) of Title 5, United States Code, 
will not be disclosed to the public un-
less the Associate Administrator deter-
mines that the withholding of the in-
formation or data is contrary to the 
public or national interest.

§ 413.11 Acceptance of an application. 

The FAA will initially screen an ap-
plication to determine whether the ap-
plication is sufficiently complete to en-
able the FAA to initiate the reviews or 
evaluations required under any appli-
cable part of this chapter. After com-
pletion of the initial screening, the 
FAA notifies the applicant, in writing, 
of one of the following: 

(a) The application is accepted and 
the FAA will initiate the reviews or 
evaluations required for a licensing de-
termination under this chapter; or 

(b) The application is so incomplete 
or indefinite as to make initiation of 
the reviews or evaluations required for 
a licensing determination under this 
chapter inappropriate, and the applica-
tion is rejected. The notice will state 
the reason(s) for rejection and correc-
tive actions necessary for the applica-
tion to be accepted. The FAA may re-
turn a rejected application to the ap-
plicant or may hold it pending addi-
tional submissions by the applicant.
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§ 413.13 Complete application. 
Acceptance by the FAA of an applica-

tion does not constitute a determina-
tion that the application is complete. 
If, in addition to the information re-
quired by the applicable parts of this 
chapter, the FAA requires other infor-
mation necessary for a determination 
that public health and safety, safety of 
property and national security and for-
eign policy interests of the United 
States are protected during the con-
duct of a licensed activity, an appli-
cant shall submit the additional infor-
mation required to show compliance 
with this chapter.

§ 413.15 Review period. 
(a) 180-day review. Unless otherwise 

specified in this chapter, the FAA re-
views and makes a determination on a 
license application within 180 days of 
receipt of an accepted application. 

(b) Review period tolled. If an accepted 
application does not provide sufficient 
information to continue or complete 
the reviews or evaluations required by 
this chapter for a licensing determina-
tion, or an issue exists that would af-
fect a licensing determination, the 
FAA notifies the applicant, in writing, 
and informs the applicant of any infor-
mation required to complete the appli-
cation. If further review is impracti-
cable, the 180-day review period shall 
be tolled pending receipt by the FAA of 
the requested information. 

(c) 120-day notice. If the FAA has not 
made a licensing determination within 
120 days of receipt of an accepted appli-
cation, the FAA informs the applicant, 
in writing, of any outstanding informa-
tion needed to complete the reviews or 
evaluations required by this chapter 
for a licensing determination, or of any 
pending issues that would affect the li-
censing determination.

§ 413.17 Continuing accuracy of appli-
cation; supplemental information; 
amendment. 

(a) An applicant is responsible for the 
continuing accuracy and completeness 
of information furnished to the FAA as 
part of a pending license application. If 
at any time information provided by an 
applicant as part of a license applica-
tion is no longer accurate and complete 
in all material respects, the applicant 

shall submit a statement furnishing 
the new or corrected information. As 
part of its submission, the applicant 
shall recertify the accuracy and com-
pleteness of the application in accord-
ance with section 413.7. An applicant’s 
failure to comply with any of the re-
quirements set forth in this paragraph 
is a sufficient basis for denial of a li-
cense application. 

(b) An applicant may amend or sup-
plement a license application at any 
time prior to issuance or transfer of a 
license. 

(c) Willful false statements made in 
any application or document relating 
to an application or license are punish-
able by fine and imprisonment under 
section 1001 of Title 18, United States 
Code, and by administrative sanctions 
in accordance with part 405 of this 
chapter.

§ 413.19 Issuance of a license. 
After the FAA completes its reviews 

and makes the approvals and deter-
minations required by this chapter for 
a license, the FAA issues a license to 
an applicant in accordance with this 
chapter.

§ 413.21 Denial of a license application. 
(a) The FAA informs a license appli-

cant, in writing, if its application has 
been denied and states the reasons for 
denial. 

(b) An applicant whose license appli-
cation is denied may either: 

(1) Attempt to correct any defi-
ciencies identified by the FAA and re-
quest reconsideration of the revised ap-
plication. The FAA has 60 days or the 
number of days remaining in the 180-
day review period, whichever is great-
er, within which to reconsider its li-
censing determination; or 

(2) Request a hearing in accordance 
with part 406 of this chapter, for the 
purpose of showing why the application 
should not be denied. 

(c) An applicant whose license appli-
cation is denied after reconsideration 
under paragraph (b)(1) of this section 
may request a hearing in accordance 
with paragraph (b)(2) of this section.

§ 413.23 License renewal. 
(a) Eligibility. A licensee may apply to 

renew its license by submitting to the
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FAA a written application for renewal 
of the license at least 90 days before 
the expiration date of the license. 

(b) Application.(1) A license renewal 
application shall satisfy the require-
ments set forth in this part and any 
other applicable part of this chapter. 

(2) The application may incorporate 
by reference information provided as 
part of the application for the expiring 
license or any modification to that li-
cense. 

(3) The applicant must describe any 
proposed changes in its conduct of li-
censed activities and provide any addi-
tional clarifying information required 
by the FAA. 

(c) Review of application. The FAA 
conducts the reviews required under 
this chapter for a license to determine 
whether the applicant’s license may be 
renewed for an additional term. The 
FAA may incorporate by reference any 
findings that are part of the record for 
the expiring license. 

(d) Grant of license renewal. After 
completion by the FAA of the reviews 
required by this chapter for a license 
and issuance of the requisite approvals 
and determinations, the FAA issues an 
order amending the expiration date of 
the license. The FAA may impose addi-
tional or revised terms and conditions 
necessary to protect public health and 
safety and the safety of property and 
to protect U.S. national security and 
foreign policy interests. 

(e) Denial of license renewal. The FAA 
informs a licensee, in writing, if the li-
censee’s application for renewal has 
been denied and states the reasons for 
denial. A licensee whose application for 
renewal is denied may follow the proce-
dures set forth in section 413.21 of this 
part.

PART 415—LAUNCH LICENSE

Subpart A—General

Sec.
415.1 Scope. 
415.3 Types of launch licenses. 
415.5 Policy and safety approvals. 
415.7 Payload determination. 
415.9 Issuance of a launch license. 
415.11 Additional license terms and condi-

tions. 
415.13 Transfer of a launch license. 
415.15 Rights not conferred by launch li-

cense. 

415.16–415.20 [Reserved]

Subpart B—Policy Review and Approval

415.21 General. 
415.23 Policy review. 
415.25 Application requirements for policy 

review. 
415.27 Denial of policy approval. 
415.28–415.30 [Reserved]

Subpart C—Safety Review and Approval 
for Launch From a Federal Launch Range

415.31 General. 
415.33 Safety organization. 
415.35 Acceptable flight risk. 
415.37 Flight readiness and communications 

plan. 
415.39 Safety at end of launch. 
415.41 Accident investigation plan. 
415.43 Denial of safety approval. 
415.44–415.50 [Reserved]

Subpart D—Payload Review and 
Determination

415.51 General. 
415.53 Payloads not subject to review. 
415.55 Classes of payloads. 
415.57 Payload review. 
415.59 Information requirements for payload 

review. 
415.61 Issuance of payload determination. 
415.63 Incorporation of payload determina-

tion in license application. 
415.64–415.70 [Reserved]

Subpart E—Post-Licensing Requirements—
Launch License Terms and Conditions

415.71 Public safety responsibility. 
415.73 Continuing accuracy of license appli-

cation; application for modification of li-
cense. 

415.75 Agreement(s) with federal launch 
range. 

415.77 Records. 
415.79 Launch reporting requirements. 
415.81 Registration of space objects. 
415.83 Financial responsibility require-

ments. 
415.85 Compliance monitoring. 
415.86–415.90 [Reserved]

Subpart F—Safety Review and Approval for 
Launch From a Launch Site not Oper-
ated by a Federal Launch Range

415.91 General. 
415.93 Denial of safety approval. 
415.94–415.100 [Reserved]

Subpart G—Environmental Review

415.101 General 
415.103 Environmental information
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