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non-leather parts that appear to be 
leather, the product may be described 
as made of leather so long as accom-
panied by clear disclosure of the non-
leather parts. For example:

(1) An industry product made of top 
grain cowhide except for frame cov-
ering, gussets, and partitions that are 
made of plastic but have the appear-
ance of leather may be described as: 
Top Grain Cowhide With Plastic Frame 
Covering, Gussets and Partitions; or 
Top Grain Cowhide With Gussets, 
Frame Covering and Partitions Made of 
Non-Leather Material. 

(2) An industry product made 
throughout, except for hardware, of 
vinyl backed with cowhide may be de-
scribed as: Vinyl Backed With Cowhide 
(See also disclosure provision con-
cerning use of backing material in 
paragraph (c) of this section). 

(3) An industry product made of top 
grain cowhide except for partitions and 
stay, which are made of plastic-coated 
fabric but have the appearance of 
leather, may be described as: Top Grain 
Cowhide With Partitions and Stay 
Made of Non-leather Material; or Top 
Grain Cowhide With Partitions and 
Stay Made of Plastic-Coated Fabric. 

(f) Ground, pulverized, shredded, recon-
stituted, or bonded leather. A material in 
an industry product that contains 
ground, pulverized, shredded, reconsti-
tuted, or bonded leather and thus is not 
wholly the hide of an animal should 
not be represented, directly or by im-
plication, as being leather. This provi-
sion does not preclude an accurate rep-
resentation as to the ground, pulver-
ized, shredded, reconstituted, or bonded 
leather content of the material. How-
ever, if the material appears to be 
leather, it should be accompanied by 
either: 

(1) An adequate disclosure as de-
scribed by paragraph (a) of this section; 
or 

(2) If the terms ‘‘ground leather,’’ 
‘‘pulverized leather,’’ ‘‘shredded leath-
er,’’ ‘‘reconstituted leather,’’ or 
‘‘bonded leather’’ are used, a disclosure 
of the percentage of leather fibers and 
the percentage of non-leather sub-
stances contained in the material. For 
example: An industry product made of 
a composition material consisting of 
60% shredded leather fibers may be de-

scribed as: Bonded Leather Containing 
60% Leather Fibers and 40% Non-leath-
er Substances. 

(g) Form of disclosures under this sec-
tion. All disclosures described in this 
section should appear in the form of a 
stamping on the product, or on a tag, 
label, or card attached to the product, 
and should be affixed so as to remain 
on or attached to the product until re-
ceived by the consumer purchaser. All 
such disclosures should also appear in 
all advertising of such products irre-
spective of the media used whenever 
statements, representations, or depic-
tions appear in such advertising which, 
absent such disclosures, serve to create 
a false impression that the products, or 
parts thereof, are of a certain kind of 
composition. The disclosures affixed to 
products and made in advertising 
should be of such conspicuousness and 
clarity as to be noted by purchasers 
and prospective purchasers casually in-
specting the products or casually read-
ing, or listening to, such advertising. A 
disclosure necessitated by a particular 
representation should be in close con-
junction with the representation.

§ 24.3 Misuse of the terms ‘‘water-
proof,’’ ‘‘dustproof,’’ ‘‘warpproof,’’ 
‘‘scuffproof,’’ ‘‘scratchproof,’’ ‘‘scuff 
resistant,’’ and ‘‘scratch resistant.’’

It is unfair or deceptive to: 
(a) Use the term ‘‘Waterproof’’ to de-

scribe all or part of an industry prod-
uct unless the designated product or 
material prevents water from contact 
with its contents under normal condi-
tions of intended use during the antici-
pated life of the product or material. 

(b) Use the term ‘‘Dustproof’’ to de-
scribe an industry product unless the 
product is so constructed that when it 
is closed dust cannot enter it. 

(c) Use the term ‘‘Warpproof’’ to de-
scribe all or part of an industry prod-
uct unless the designated product or 
part is such that it cannot warp. 

(d) Use the term ‘‘Scuffproof,’’ 
‘‘Scratchproof,’’ or other terms indi-
cating that the product is not subject 
to wear in any other respect, to de-
scribe an industry product unless the 
outside surface of the product is im-
mune to scratches or scuff marks, or is 
not subject to wear as represented. 
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(e) Use the term ‘‘Scuff Resistant,’’ 
‘‘Scratch Resistant,’’ or other terms 
indicating that the product is resistant 
to wear in any other respect, unless 
there is a basis for the representation 
and the outside surface of the product 
is meaningfully and significantly re-
sistant to scuffing, scratches, or to 
wear as represented.

PARTS 25–227 [RESERVED]
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AUTHORITY: Secs. 5, 6, 38 Stat. 719, as 
amended, 721; 15 U.S.C. 45, 46.

SOURCE: 32 FR 15525, Nov. 8, 1967, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 228.0 ‘‘Industry Product’’ and ‘‘Indus-
try Member’’ defined. 

As used in this part, the terms Indus-
try Product or Product shall mean pneu-
matic tires for use on passenger auto-
mobiles, station wagons, and similar 
vehicles, or the materials used therein. 
The term Industry Member shall mean: 
All persons or firms who are engaged in 
the manufacture, sale or distribution 
of industry products as above defined 
whether under the manufacturer’s or a 
private brand; and the manufacturers 

of passenger automobiles, station wag-
ons, and similar vehicles for which in-
dustry products are provided as origi-
nal equipment.

§ 228.0–1 Use of guide principles. 
The following general principles will 

be used in determining whether termi-
nology and other direct or indirect rep-
resentations subject to the Commis-
sion’s jurisdiction regarding industry 
products conform to laws administered 
by the Commission.

§ 228.1 Tire description. 
(a) The purchase of tires for a motor 

vehicle is an extremely important mat-
ter to the consumer. Not only are sub-
stantial economic factors involved, but 
in most instances the purchaser will 
entrust the safety of himself and oth-
ers to the performance of the product. 

(b) To avoid being deceived, the con-
sumer must have certain basic infor-
mation. Certain of this information 
should be provided before the purchaser 
makes his choice but other is essential 
throughout the life of the tire. 

(1) Disclosure before the sale. The fol-
lowing information should be disclosed 
in point of sale material which is 
prominently displayed and of easy ac-
cess, on the premises where the pur-
chase is to be made in order to appraise 
the consumer: 

(i) Load-carrying capacity of the tire. 
This information is essential to assure 
the purchaser that the tires he selects 
are capable of safely carrying the in-
tended load. This information should 
consist of the maximum load-carrying 
capacity as related to various rec-
ommended air pressures and may in-
clude data which indicates the effect 
such varying pressures will have on the 
operation of the automobile. All such 
information shall be based on actual 
tests utilizing adequate and tech-
nically sound procedures. The test pro-
cedures and results shall be in writing 
and available for inspection. 

(ii) Generic name of cord material. Dif-
ferent cord materials can have per-
formance characteristics that will af-
fect the consumer’s selection of tires. 
These various characteristics are wide-
ly advertised, and the consumer is 
aware of the distinctions. Without a 
disclosure of the generic name of the 
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