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(b) Except as provided in paragraph 
(c) of this section, documentation 
records, raw data and specimens per-
taining to a nonclinical laboratory 
study and required to be made by this 
part shall be retained in the archive(s) 
for whichever of the following periods 
is shortest: 

(1) A period of at least 2 years fol-
lowing the date on which an applica-
tion for a research or marketing per-
mit, in support of which the results of 
the nonclinical laboratory study were 
submitted, is approved by the Food and 
Drug Administration. This require-
ment does not apply to studies sup-
porting investigational new drug appli-
cations (IND’s) or applications for in-
vestigational device exemptions 
(IDE’s), records of which shall be gov-
erned by the provisions of paragraph 
(b)(2) of this section. 

(2) A period of at least 5 years fol-
lowing the date on which the results of 
the nonclinical laboratory study are 
submitted to the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration in support of an applica-
tion for a research or marketing per-
mit. 

(3) In other situations (e.g., where 
the nonclinical laboratory study does 
not result in the submission of the 
study in support of an application for a 
research or marketing permit), a pe-
riod of at least 2 years following the 
date on which the study is completed, 
terminated, or discontinued. 

(c) Wet specimens (except those 
specimens obtained from mutagenicity 
tests and wet specimens of blood, 
urine, feces, and biological fluids), 
samples of test or control articles, and 
specially prepared material, which are 
relatively fragile and differ markedly 
in stability and quality during storage, 
shall be retained only as long as the 
quality of the preparation affords eval-
uation. In no case shall retention be re-
quired for longer periods than those set 
forth in paragraphs (a) and (b) of this 
section. 

(d) The master schedule sheet, copies 
of protocols, and records of quality as-
surance inspections, as required by 
§ 58.35(c) shall be maintained by the 
quality assurance unit as an easily ac-
cessible system of records for the pe-
riod of time specified in paragraphs (a) 
and (b) of this section. 

(e) Summaries of training and experi-
ence and job descriptions required to be 
maintained by § 58.29(b) may be re-
tained along with all other testing fa-
cility employment records for the 
length of time specified in paragraphs 
(a) and (b) of this section. 

(f) Records and reports of the mainte-
nance and calibration and inspection of 
equipment, as required by § 58.63(b) and 
(c), shall be retained for the length of 
time specified in paragraph (b) of this 
section. 

(g) Records required by this part may 
be retained either as original records 
or as true copies such as photocopies, 
microfilm, microfiche, or other accu-
rate reproductions of the original 
records. 

(h) If a facility conducting nonclin-
ical testing goes out of business, all 
raw data, documentation, and other 
material specified in this section shall 
be transferred to the archives of the 
sponsor of the study. The Food and 
Drug Administration shall be notified 
in writing of such a transfer. 

[43 FR 60013, Dec. 22, 1978, as amended at 52 
FR 33781, Sept. 4, 1987; 54 FR 9039, Mar. 3, 
1989] 

Subpart K—Disqualification of 
Testing Facilities 

§ 58.200 Purpose. 
(a) The purposes of disqualification 

are: 
(1) To permit the exclusion from con-

sideration of completed studies that 
were conducted by a testing facility 
which has failed to comply with the re-
quirements of the good laboratory 
practice regulations until it can be 
adequately demonstrated that such 
noncompliance did not occur during, or 
did not affect the validity or accept-
ability of data generated by, a par-
ticular study; and 

(2) To exclude from consideration all 
studies completed after the date of dis-
qualification until the facility can sat-
isfy the Commissioner that it will con-
duct studies in compliance with such 
regulations. 

(b) The determination that a nonclin-
ical laboratory study may not be con-
sidered in support of an application for 
a research or marketing permit does 
not, however, relieve the applicant for 
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such a permit of any obligation under 
any other applicable regulation to sub-
mit the results of the study to the 
Food and Drug Administration. 

§ 58.202 Grounds for disqualification. 
The Commissioner may disqualify a 

testing facility upon finding all of the 
following: 

(a) The testing facility failed to com-
ply with one or more of the regulations 
set forth in this part (or any other reg-
ulations regarding such facilities in 
this chapter); 

(b) The noncompliance adversely af-
fected the validity of the nonclinical 
laboratory studies; and 

(c) Other lesser regulatory actions 
(e.g., warnings or rejection of indi-
vidual studies) have not been or will 
probably not be adequate to achieve 
compliance with the good laboratory 
practice regulations. 

§ 58.204 Notice of and opportunity for 
hearing on proposed disqualifica-
tion. 

(a) Whenever the Commissioner has 
information indicating that grounds 
exist under § 58.202 which in his opinion 
justify disqualification of a testing fa-
cility, he may issue to the testing fa-
cility a written notice proposing that 
the facility be disqualified. 

(b) A hearing on the disqualification 
shall be conducted in accordance with 
the requirements for a regulatory hear-
ing set forth in part 16 of this chapter. 

§ 58.206 Final order on disqualifica-
tion. 

(a) If the Commissioner, after the 
regulatory hearing, or after the time 
for requesting a hearing expires with-
out a request being made, upon an 
evaulation of the administrative record 
of the disqualification proceeding, 
makes the findings required in § 58.202, 
he shall issue a final order disquali-
fying the facility. Such order shall in-
clude a statement of the basis for that 
determination. Upon issuing a final 
order, the Commissioner shall notify 
(with a copy of the order) the testing 
facility of the action. 

(b) If the Commissioner, after a regu-
latory hearing or after the time for re-
questing a hearing expires without a 
request being made, upon an evalua-

tion of the administrative record of the 
disqualification proceeding, does not 
make the findings required in § 58.202, 
he shall issue a final order terminating 
the disqualification proceeding. Such 
order shall include a statement of the 
basis for that determination. Upon 
issuing a final order the Commissioner 
shall notify the testing facility and 
provide a copy of the order. 

§ 58.210 Actions upon disqualification. 

(a) Once a testing facility has been 
disqualified, each application for a re-
search or marketing permit, whether 
approved or not, containing or relying 
upon any nonclinical laboratory study 
conducted by the disqualified testing 
facility may be examined to determine 
whether such study was or would be es-
sential to a decision. If it is determined 
that a study was or would be essential, 
the Food and Drug Administration 
shall also determine whether the study 
is acceptable, notwithstanding the dis-
qualification of the facility. Any study 
done by a testing facility before or 
after disqualification may be presumed 
to be unacceptable, and the person re-
lying on the study may be required to 
establish that the study was not af-
fected by the circumstances that led to 
the disqualification, e.g., by submit-
ting validating information. If the 
study is then determined to be unac-
ceptable, such data will be eliminated 
from consideration in support of the 
application; and such elimination may 
serve as new information justifying the 
termination or withdrawal of approval 
of the application. 

(b) No nonclinical laboratory study 
begun by a testing facility after the 
date of the facility’s disqualification 
shall be considered in support of any 
application for a research or marketing 
permit, unless the facility has been re-
instated under § 58.219. The determina-
tion that a study may not be consid-
ered in support of an application for a 
research or marketing permit does not, 
however, relieve the applicant for such 
a permit of any obligation under any 
other applicable regulation to submit 
the results of the study to the Food 
and Drug Administration. 

[43 FR 60013, Dec. 22, 1978, as amended at 59 
FR 13200, Mar. 21, 1994] 
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§ 58.213 Public disclosure of informa-
tion regarding disqualification. 

(a) Upon issuance of a final order dis-
qualifying a testing facility under 
§ 58.206(a), the Commissioner may no-
tify all or any interested persons. Such 
notice may be given at the discretion 
of the Commissioner whenever he be-
lieves that such disclosure would fur-
ther the public interest or would pro-
mote compliance with the good labora-
tory practice regulations set forth in 
this part. Such notice, if given, shall 
include a copy of the final order issued 
under § 58.206(a) and shall state that the 
disqualification constitutes a deter-
mination by the Food and Drug Admin-
istration that nonclinical laboratory 
studies performed by the facility will 
not be considered by the Food and 
Drug Administration in support of any 
application for a research or marketing 
permit. If such notice is sent to an-
other Federal Government agency, the 
Food and Drug Administration will 
recommend that the agency also con-
sider whether or not it should accept 
nonclinical laboratory studies per-
formed by the testing facility. If such 
notice is sent to any other person, it 
shall state that it is given because of 
the relationship between the testing fa-
cility and the person being notified and 
that the Food and Drug Administra-
tion is not advising or recommending 
that any action be taken by the person 
notified. 

(b) A determination that a testing fa-
cility has been disqualified and the ad-
ministrative record regarding such de-
termination are disclosable to the pub-
lic under part 20 of this chapter. 

§ 58.215 Alternative or additional ac-
tions to disqualification. 

(a) Disqualification of a testing facil-
ity under this subpart is independent 
of, and neither in lieu of nor a pre-
condition to, other proceedings or ac-
tions authorized by the act. The Food 
and Drug Administration may, at any 
time, institute against a testing facil-
ity and/or against the sponsor of a non-
clinical laboratory study that has been 
submitted to the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration any appropriate judicial 
proceedings (civil or criminal) and any 
other appropriate regulatory action, in 
addition to or in lieu of, and prior to, 

simultaneously with, or subsequent to, 
disqualification. The Food and Drug 
Administration may also refer the 
matter to another Federal, State, or 
local government law enforcement or 
regulatory agency for such action as 
that agency deems appropriate. 

(b) The Food and Drug Administra-
tion may refuse to consider any par-
ticular nonclinical laboratory study in 
support of an application for a research 
or marketing permit, if it finds that 
the study was not conducted in accord-
ance with the good laboratory practice 
regulations set forth in this part, with-
out disqualifying the testing facility 
that conducted the study or under-
taking other regulatory action. 

§ 58.217 Suspension or termination of 
a testing facility by a sponsor. 

Termination of a testing facility by a 
sponsor is independent of, and neither 
in lieu of nor a precondition to, pro-
ceedings or actions authorized by this 
subpart. If a sponsor terminates or sus-
pends a testing facility from further 
participation in a nonclinical labora-
tory study that is being conducted as 
part of any application for a research 
or marketing permit that has been sub-
mitted to any Center of the Food and 
Drug Administration (whether ap-
proved or not), it shall notify that Cen-
ter in writing within 15 working days 
of the action; the notice shall include a 
statement of the reasons for such ac-
tion. Suspension or termination of a 
testing facility by a sponsor does not 
relieve it of any obligation under any 
other applicable regulation to submit 
the results of the study to the Food 
and Drug Administration. 

[43 FR FR 60013, Dec. 22, 1978, as amended at 
50 FR 8995, Mar. 6, 1985] 

§ 58.219 Reinstatement of a disquali-
fied testing facility. 

A testing facility that has been dis-
qualified may be reinstated as an ac-
ceptable source of nonclinical labora-
tory studies to be submitted to the 
Food and Drug Administration if the 
Commissioner determines, upon an 
evaluation of the submission of the 
testing facility, that the facility can 
adequately assure that it will conduct 
future nonclinical laboratory studies in 
compliance with the good laboratory 
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practice regulations set forth in this 
part and, if any studies are currently 
being conducted, that the quality and 
integrity of such studies have not been 
seriously compromised. A disqualified 
testing facility that wishes to be so re-
instated shall present in writing to the 
Commissioner reasons why it believes 
it should be reinstated and a detailed 
description of the corrective actions it 
has taken or intends to take to assure 
that the acts or omissions which led to 
its disqualification will not recur. The 
Commissioner may condition rein-
statement upon the testing facility 
being found in compliance with the 
good laboratory practice regulations 
upon an inspection. If a testing facility 
is reinstated, the Commissioner shall 
so notify the testing facility and all or-
ganizations and persons who were noti-
fied, under § 58.213 of the disqualifica-
tion of the testing facility. A deter-
mination that a testing facility has 
been reinstated is disclosable to the 
public under part 20 of this chapter. 

PART 60—PATENT TERM 
RESTORATION 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

Sec. 
60.1 Scope. 
60.2 Purpose. 
60.3 Definitions. 

Subpart B—Eligibility Assistance 

60.10 FDA assistance on eligibility. 

Subpart C—Regulatory Review Period 
Determinations 

60.20 FDA action on regulatory review pe-
riod determinations. 

60.22 Regulatory review period determina-
tions. 

60.24 Revision of regulatory review period 
determinations. 

60.26 Final action on regulatory review pe-
riod determinations. 

60.28 Time frame for determining regu-
latory review periods. 

Subpart D—Due Diligence Petitions 

60.30 Filing, format, and content of peti-
tions. 

60.32 Applicant response to petition. 
60.34 FDA action on petitions. 
60.36 Standard of due diligence. 

Subpart E—Due Diligence Hearings 

60.40 Request for hearing. 
60.42 Notice of hearing. 
60.44 Hearing procedures. 
60.46 Administrative decision. 

AUTHORITY: 21 U.S.C. 348, 355, 360e, 360j, 371, 
379e; 35 U.S.C. 156; 42 U.S.C. 262. 

SOURCE: 53 FR 7305, Mar. 7, 1988, unless oth-
erwise noted. 

EDITORIAL NOTE: Nomenclature changes to 
part 60 appear at 68 FR 24879, May 9, 2003. 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

§ 60.1 Scope. 
(a) This part sets forth procedures 

and requirements for the Food and 
Drug Administration’s review of appli-
cations for the extension of the term of 
certain patents under 35 U.S.C. 156. 
Patent term restoration is available 
for certain patents related to drug 
products (as defined in 35 U.S.C. 
156(f)(2)), and to medical devices, food 
additives, or color additives subject to 
regulation under the Federal Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetic Act or the Public 
Health Service Act. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration actions in this area in-
clude: 

(1) Assisting the United States Pat-
ent and Trademark Office in deter-
mining eligibility for patent term res-
toration; 

(2) Determining the length of a prod-
uct’s regulatory review period; 

(3) If petitioned, reviewing and ruling 
on due diligence challenges to the Food 
and Drug Administration’s regulatory 
review period determinations; and 

(4) Conducting hearings to review ini-
tial Food and Drug Administration 
findings on due diligence challenges. 

(b) References in this part to the 
Code of Federal Regulations are to 
chapter I of title 21, unless otherwise 
noted. 

[53 FR 7305, Mar. 7, 1988, as amended at 57 FR 
56261, Nov. 27, 1992] 

§ 60.2 Purpose. 
(a) The purpose of this part is to es-

tablish a thorough yet efficient process 
for the Food and Drug Administration 
review of patent term restoration ap-
plications. To achieve this purpose, the 
regulations are intended to: 
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