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handicapped employee or applicant if 
the basis for the denial is the need to 
make reasonable accommodation to 
the physical or mental limitations of 
the employee or applicant.

§ 8.12 Employment criteria. 
(a) A recipient may not use any em-

ployment test or other selection cri-
terion that screens out or tends to 
screen out individuals with handicaps 
or any class of individuals with handi-
caps unless: 

(1) The recipient demonstrates that 
the test score or other selection cri-
terion, as used by the recipient, is job-
related for the position in question; 
and 

(2) The appropriate HUD official dem-
onstrates that alternative job-related 
tests or criteria that tend to screen out 
fewer individuals with handicaps are 
unavailable. 

(b) A recipient shall select and ad-
minister tests concerning employment 
to ensure that, when administered to 
an applicant or employee who has a 
handicap that impairs sensory, man-
ual, or speaking skills, the test results 
accurately reflect the applicant’s or 
employee’s job skills, aptitude, or 
whatever other factor the test purports 
to measure, rather than the applicant’s 
or employee’s impaired sensory, man-
ual, or speaking skills (except where 
those skills are the factors that the 
test purports to measure).

§ 8.13 Preemployment inquiries. 
(a) Except as provided in paragraphs 

(b) and (c) of this section, a recipient 
may not make a preemployment in-
quiry or conduct a preemployment 
medical examination of an applicant to 
determine whether the applicant is an 
individual with handicaps or the na-
ture or severity of a handicap. A recipi-
ent may, however, make preemploy-
ment inquiry into an applicant’s abil-
ity to perform job-related functions. 

(b) When a recipient is undertaking 
affirmative action efforts, voluntary or 
otherwise, the recipient may invite ap-
plicants for employment to indicate 
whether and to what extent they are 
handicapped, if the following condi-
tions are met: 

(1) The recipient states clearly on 
any written questionnaire used for this 

purpose, or makes clear orally if no 
written questionnaire is used, that the 
information requested is intended for 
use solely in connection with its reme-
dial action obligations, or its vol-
untary or affirmative action efforts; 
and 

(2) The recipient states clearly that 
the information is being requested on a 
voluntary basis, that it will be kept 
confidential (as provided in paragraph 
(d) of this section), that refusal to pro-
vide the information will not subject 
the applicant or employee to any ad-
verse treatment, and that the informa-
tion will be used only in accordance 
with this part. 

(c) Nothing in this section shall pro-
hibit a recipient from conditioning an 
offer of employment on the results of a 
medical examination conducted before 
the employee’s entrance on duty if all 
entering employees in that category of 
job classification must take such an 
examination regardless of handicap, 
and the results of such examination are 
used only in accordance with the re-
quirements of this part. 

(d) Information obtained under this 
section concerning the medical condi-
tion or history of the applicant is to be 
collected and maintained on separate 
forms that are accorded confidentiality 
as medical records, except that: 

(1) Supervisors and managers may be 
informed of restrictions on the work or 
duties of individuals with handicaps 
and informed of necessary accommoda-
tions; 

(2) First aid and safety personnel 
may be informed if the condition might 
require emergency treatment; and 

(3) Government officials inves-
tigating compliance with section 504 
shall be provided relevant information 
upon request.

Subpart C—Program Accessibility
§ 8.20 General requirement concerning 

program accessibility. 
Except as otherwise provided in 

§§ 8.21(c)(1), 8.24(a), 8.25, and 8.31, no 
qualified individual with handicaps 
shall, because a recipient’s facilities 
are inaccessible to or unusable by indi-
viduals with handicaps, be denied the 
benefits of, be excluded from participa-
tion in, or otherwise be subjected to 
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discrimination under any program or 
activity that receives Federal financial 
assistance.

§ 8.21 Non-housing facilities. 
(a) New construction. New non-hous-

ing facilities shall be designed and con-
structed to be readily accessible to and 
usable by individuals with handicaps. 

(b) Alterations to facilities. Alterations 
to existing non-housing facilities shall, 
to the maximum extent feasible, be 
made to be readily accessible to and us-
able by individuals with handicaps. For 
purposes of this paragraph, the phrase 
to the maximum extent feasible shall not 
be interpreted as requiring that a re-
cipient make a non-housing facility, or 
element thereof, accessible if doing so 
would impose undue financial and ad-
ministrative burdens on the operation 
of the recipient’s program or activity. 

(c) Existing non-housing facilities—(1) 
General. A recipient shall operate each 
non-housing program or activity re-
ceiving Federal financial assistance so 
that the program or activity, when 
viewed in its entirety, is readily acces-
sible to and usable by individuals with 
handicaps. This paragraph does not— 

(i) Necessarily require a recipient to 
make each of its existing non-housing 
facilities accessible to and usable by 
individuals with handicaps; 

(ii) In the case of historic preserva-
tion programs or activities, require the 
recipient to take any action that would 
result in a substantial impairment of 
significant historic features of an his-
toric property; or 

(iii) Require a recipient to take any 
action that it can demonstrate would 
result in a fundamental alteration in 
the nature of its program or activity or 
in undue financial and administrative 
burdens. If an action would result in 
such an alteration or such burdens, the 
recipient shall take any action that 
would not result in such an alteration 
or such burdens but would nevertheless 
ensure that individuals with handicaps 
receive the benefits and services of the 
program or activity. 

(2) Methods—(i) General. A recipient 
may comply with the requirements of 
this section in its programs and activi-
ties receiving Federal financial assist-
ance through such means as location of 
programs or services to accessible fa-

cilities or accessible portions of facili-
ties, assignment of aides to bene-
ficiaries, home visits, the addition or 
redesign of equipment (e.g., appliances 
or furnishings) changes in management 
policies or procedures, acquisition or 
construction of additional facilities, or 
alterations to existing facilities on a 
selective basis, or any other methods 
that result in making its program or 
activity accessible to individuals with 
handicaps. A recipient is not required 
to make structural changes in existing 
facilities where other methods are ef-
fective in achieving compliance with 
this section. In choosing among avail-
able methods for meeting the require-
ments of this section, the recipient 
shall give priority to those methods 
that offer programs and activities to 
qualified individuals with handicaps in 
the most integrated setting appro-
priate. 

(ii) Historic preservation programs or 
activities. In meeting the requirements 
of § 8.21(c) in historic preservation pro-
grams or activities, a recipient shall 
give priority to methods that provide 
physical access to individuals with 
handicaps. In cases where a physical al-
teration to an historic property is not 
required because of § 8.21(c)(1)(ii) or 
(iii), alternative methods of achieving 
program accessibility include using 
audio-visual materials and devices to 
depict those portions of an historic 
property that cannot otherwise be 
made accessible; assigning persons to 
guide individuals with handicaps into 
or through portions of historic prop-
erties that cannot otherwise be made 
accessible; or adopting other innova-
tive methods. 

(3) Time period for compliance. The re-
cipient shall comply with the obliga-
tions established under this section 
within sixty days of July 11, 1988, ex-
cept that where structural changes in 
facilities are undertaken, such changes 
shall be made within three years of 
July 11, 1988, but in any event as expe-
ditiously as possible. 

(4) Transition plan. If structural 
changes to non-housing facilities will 
be undertaken to achieve program ac-
cessibility, a recipient shall develop, 
within six months of July 11, 1988, a 
transition plan setting forth the steps 
necessary to complete such changes. 
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The plan shall be developed with the 
assistance of interested persons, in-
cluding individuals with handicaps or 
organizations representing individuals 
with handicaps. A copy of the transi-
tion plan shall be made available for 
public inspection. The plan shall, at a 
minimum— 

(i) Identify physical obstacles in the 
recipient’s facilities that limit the ac-
cessibility of its programs or activities 
to individuals with handicaps; 

(ii) Describe in details the methods 
that will be used to make the facilities 
accessible; 

(iii) Specify the schedule for taking 
the steps necessary to achieve compli-
ance with this section and, if the time 
period of the transition plan is longer 
than one year, identify steps that will 
be taken during each year of the tran-
sition period; 

(iv) Indicate the official responsible 
for implementation of the plan; and 

(v) Identify the persons or groups 
with whose assistance the plan was 
prepared. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 2529–0034) 

[53 FR 20233, June 2, 1988; 53 FR 28115, July 
26, 1988, as amended at 54 FR 37645, Sept. 12, 
1989]

§ 8.22 New construction—housing fa-
cilities. 

(a) New multifamily housing projects 
(including public housing and Indian 
housing projects as required by § 8.25) 
shall be designed and constructed to be 
readily accessible to and usable by in-
dividuals with handicaps. 

(b) Subject to paragraph (c) of this 
section, a minimum of five percent of 
the total dwelling units or at least one 
unit in a multifamily housing project, 
whichever is greater, shall be made ac-
cessible for persons with mobility im-
pairments. A unit that is on an acces-
sible route and is adaptable and other-
wise in compliance with the standards 
set forth in § 8.32 is accessible for pur-
poses of this section. An additional two 
percent of the units (but not less than 
one unit) in such a project shall be ac-
cessible for persons with hearing or vi-
sion impairments. 

(c) HUD may prescribe a higher per-
centage or number than that pre-
scribed in paragraph (b) of this section 

for any area upon request therefor by 
any affected recipient or by any State 
or local government or agency thereof 
based upon demonstration to the rea-
sonable satisfaction of HUD of a need 
for a higher percentage or number, 
based on census data or other available 
current data (including a currently ef-
fective Housing Assistance Plan or 
Comprehensive Homeless Assistance 
Plan), or in response to evidence of a 
need for a higher percentage or number 
received in any other manner. In re-
viewing such request or otherwise as-
sessing the existence of such needs, 
HUD shall take into account the ex-
pected needs of eligible persons with 
and without handicaps. 

[53 FR 20233, June 2, 1988, as amended at 56 
FR 920, Jan. 9, 1991]

§ 8.23 Alterations of existing housing 
facilities. 

(a) Substantial alteration. If alter-
ations are undertaken to a project (in-
cluding a public housing project as re-
quired by § 8.25(a)(2)) that has 15 or 
more units and the cost of the alter-
ations is 75 percent or more of the re-
placement cost of the completed facil-
ity, then the provisions of § 8.22 shall 
apply. 

(b) Other alterations. (1) Subject to 
paragraph (b)(2) of this section, alter-
ations to dwelling units in a multi-
family housing project (including pub-
lic housing) shall, to the maximum ex-
tent feasible, be made to be readily ac-
cessible to and usable by individuals 
with handicaps. If alterations of single 
elements or spaces of a dwelling unit, 
when considered together, amount to 
an alteration of a dwelling unit, the en-
tire dwelling unit shall be made acces-
sible. Once five percent of the dwelling 
units in a project are readily accessible 
to and usable by individuals with mo-
bility impairments, then no additional 
elements of dwelling units, or entire 
dwelling units, are required to be ac-
cessible under this paragraph. Alter-
ations to common areas or parts of fa-
cilities that affect accessibility of ex-
isting housing facilities shall, to the 
maximum extent feasible, be made to 
be accessible to and usable by individ-
uals with handicaps. For purposes of 
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this paragraph, the phrase to the max-
imum extent feasible shall not be inter-
preted as requiring that a recipient (in-
cluding a PHA) make a dwelling unit, 
common area, facility or element 
thereof accessible if doing so would im-
pose undue financial and administra-
tive burdens on the operation of the 
multifamily housing project. 

(2) HUD may prescribe a higher per-
centage or number than that pre-
scribed in paragraph (b)(1) of this sec-
tion for any area upon request therefor 
by any affected recipient or by any 
State or local government or agency 
thereof based upon demonstration to 
the reasonable satisfaction of HUD of a 
need for a higher percentage or num-
ber, based on census data or other 
available current data (including a cur-
rently effective Housing Assistance 
Plan or Comprehensive Homeless As-
sistance Plan), or in response to evi-
dence of a need for a higher percentage 
or number received in any other man-
ner. In reviewing such request or other-
wise assessing the existence of such 
needs, HUD shall take into account the 
expected needs of eligible persons with 
and without handicaps.

§ 8.24 Existing housing programs. 
(a) General. A recipient shall operate 

each existing housing program or ac-
tivity receiving Federal financial as-
sistance so that the program or activ-
ity, when viewed in its entirety, is 
readily accessible to and usable by in-
dividuals with handicaps. This para-
graph does not— 

(1) Necessarily require a recipient to 
make each of its existing facilities ac-
cessible to and usable by individuals 
with handicaps; 

(2) Require a recipient to take any 
action that it can demonstrate would 
result in a fundamental alteration in 
the nature of its program or activity or 
in undue financial and administrative 
burdens. If an action would result in 
such an alteration or such burdens, the 
recipient shall take any action that 
would not result in such an alteration 
or such burdens but would nevertheless 
ensure that individuals with handicaps 
receive the benefits and services of the 
program or activity. 

(b) Methods. A recipient may comply 
with the requirements of this section 

through such means as reassignment of 
services to accessible buildings, assign-
ment of aides to beneficiaries, provi-
sion of housing or related services at 
alternate accessible sites, alteration of 
existing facilities and construction of 
new facilities, or any other methods 
that result in making its programs or 
activities readily accessible to and usa-
ble by individuals with handicaps. A re-
cipient is not required to make struc-
tural changes in existing housing fa-
cilities where other methods are effec-
tive in achieving compliance with this 
section or to provide supportive serv-
ices that are not part of the program. 
In choosing among available methods 
for meeting the requirements of this 
section, the recipient shall give pri-
ority to those methods that offer pro-
grams and activities to qualified indi-
viduals with handicaps in the most in-
tegrated setting appropriate. 

(c) Time period for compliance. The re-
cipient shall comply with the obliga-
tions established under this section 
within sixty days of July 11, 1988 except 
that— 

(1) In a public housing program where 
structural changes in facilities are un-
dertaken, such changes shall be made 
within the timeframes established in 
§ 8.25(c). 

(2) In other housing programs, where 
structural changes in facilities are un-
dertaken, such changes shall be made 
within three years of July 11, 1988, but 
in any event as expeditiously as pos-
sible. 

(d) Transition plan and time period for 
structural changes. Except as provided 
in § 8.25(c), in the event that structural 
changes to facilities will be undertaken 
to achieve program accessibility, a re-
cipient shall develop, within six 
months of July 11, 1988, a transition 
plan setting forth the steps necessary 
to complete such changes. The plan 
shall be developed with the assistance 
of interested persons, including indi-
viduals with handicaps or organiza-
tions representing individuals with 
handicaps. A copy of the transition 
plan shall be made available for public 
inspection. The plan shall, at a min-
imum— 
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(1) Identify physical obstacles in the 
recipient’s facilities that limit the ac-
cessibility of its programs or activities 
to individuals with handicaps; 

(2) Describe in detail the methods 
that will be used to make the facilities 
accessible; 

(3) Specify the schedule for taking 
the steps necessary to achieve compli-
ance with this section and, if the time 
period of the transition plan is longer 
than one year, identify steps that will 
be taken during each year of the tran-
sition period; 

(4) Indicate the official responsible 
for implementation of the plan; and 

(5) Identify the persons or groups 
with whose assistance the plan was 
prepared. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 2529–0034) 

[53 FR 20233, June 2, 1988; 53 FR 28115, July 
26, 1988, as amended at 54 FR 37645, Sept. 12, 
1989]

§ 8.25 Public housing and multi-family 
Indian housing. 

(a) Development and alteration of pub-
lic housing and multi-family Indian hous-
ing. (1) The requirements of § 8.22 shall 
apply to all newly constructed public 
housing and multi-family Indian hous-
ing. 

(2) The requirements of § 8.23 shall 
apply to public housing and multi-fam-
ily Indian housing developed through 
rehabilitation and to the alteration of 
public housing and multi-family Indian 
housing. 

(3) In developing public housing and 
multi-family Indian housing through 
the purchase of existing properties 
PHAs and IHAs shall give priority to 
facilities which are readily accessible 
to and usable by individuals with 
handicaps. 

(b) Existing public housing and multi-
family Indian housing—general. The re-
quirements of § 8.24(a) shall apply to 
public housing and multi-family Indian 
housing programs. 

(c) Existing public housing and multi-
family Indian housing—needs assessment 
and transition plan. As soon as possible, 
each PHA (for the purpose of this para-
graph, this includes an Indian Housing 
Authority) shall assess, on a PHA-wide 
basis, the needs of current tenants and 
applicants on its waiting list for acces-

sible units and the extent to which 
such needs have not been met or can-
not reasonably be met within four 
years through development, alterations 
otherwise contemplated, or other pro-
grams administered by the PHA (e.g., 
Section 8 Moderate Rehabilitation or 
Section 8 Existing Housing or Housing 
Vouchers). If the PHA currently has no 
accessible units or if the PHA or HUD 
determines that information regarding 
the availability of accessible units has 
not been communicated sufficiently so 
that, as a result, the number of eligible 
qualified individuals with handicaps on 
the waiting list is not fairly represent-
ative of the number of such persons in 
the area, the PHA’s assessment shall 
include the needs of eligible qualified 
individuals with handicaps in the area. 
If the PHA determines, on the basis of 
such assessment, that there is no need 
for additional accessible dwelling units 
or that the need is being or will be met 
within four years through other means, 
such as new construction, Section 8 or 
alterations otherwise contemplated, no 
further action is required by the PHA 
under this paragraph. If the PHA deter-
mines, on the basis of its needs assess-
ment, that alterations to make addi-
tional units accessible must be made so 
that the needs of eligible qualified indi-
viduals with handicaps may be accom-
modated proportionally to the needs of 
non-handicapped individuals in the 
same categories, then the PHA shall 
develop a transition plan to achieve 
program accessibility. The PHA shall 
complete the needs assessment and 
transition plan, if one is necessary, as 
expeditiously as possible, but in any 
event no later than two years after 
July 11, 1988. The PHA shall complete 
structural changes necessary to 
achieve program accessibility as soon 
as possible but in any event no later 
than four years after July 11, 1988. The 
Assistant Secretary for Fair Housing 
and Equal Opportunity and the Assist-
ant Secretary for Public and Indian 
Housing may extend the four year pe-
riod for a period not to exceed two 
years, on a case-by-case determination 
that compliance within that period 
would impose undue financial and ad-
ministrative burdens on the operation 
of the recipient’s public housing and 
multi-family Indian housing program. 
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The Secretary or the Undersecretary 
may further extend this time period in 
extraordinary circumstances, for a pe-
riod not to exceed one year. The plan 
shall be developed with the assistance 
of interested persons including individ-
uals with handicaps or organizations 
representing individuals with handi-
caps. A copy of the needs assessment 
and transition plan shall be made 
available for public inspection. The 
transition plan shall, at a minimum— 

(1) Identify physical obstacles in the 
PHA’s facilities (e.g., dwelling units 
and common areas) that limit the ac-
cessibility of its programs or activities 
to individuals with handicaps; 

(2) Describe in detail the methods 
that will be used to make the PHA’s fa-
cilities accessible. A PHA may, if nec-
essary, provide in its plan that it will 
seek HUD approval, under 24 CFR part 
968, of a comprehensive modernization 
program to meet the needs of eligible 
individuals with handicaps; 

(3) Specify the schedule for taking 
the steps necessary to achieve compli-
ance with this section and, if the time 
of the transition plan is longer than 
one year, identify steps that will be 
taken during each year of the transi-
tion period; 

(4) Indicate the official responsible 
for implementation of the plan; and 

(5) Identify the persons or groups 
with whose assistance the plan was 
prepared. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 2529–0034) 

[53 FR 20233, June 2, 1988, as amended at 54 
FR 37645, Sept. 12, 1989; 56 FR 920, Jan. 9, 
1991]

§ 8.26 Distribution of accessible dwell-
ing units. 

Accessible dwelling units required by 
§ 8.22, 8.23, 8.24 or 8.25 shall, to the max-
imum extent feasible and subject to 
reasonable health and safety require-
ments, be distributed throughout 
projects and sites and shall be avail-
able in a sufficient range of sizes and 
amenities so that a qualified individual 
with handicaps’ choice of living ar-
rangements is, as a whole, comparable 
to that of other persons eligible for 
housing assistance under the same pro-
gram. This provision shall not be con-
strued to require provision of an eleva-

tor in any multifamily housing project 
solely for the purpose of permitting lo-
cation of accessible units above or 
below the accessible grade level.

§ 8.27 Occupancy of accessible dwell-
ing units. 

(a) Owners and managers of multi-
family housing projects having acces-
sible units shall adopt suitable means 
to assure that information regarding 
the availability of accessible units 
reaches eligible individuals with handi-
caps, and shall take reasonable non-
discriminatory steps to maximize the 
utilization of such units by eligible in-
dividuals whose disability requires the 
accessibility features of the particular 
unit. To this end, when an accessible 
unit becomes vacant, the owner or 
manager before offering such units to a 
non-handicapped applicant shall offer 
such unit: 

(1) First, to a current occupant of an-
other unit of the same project, or com-
parable projects under common con-
trol, having handicaps requiring the 
accessibility features of the vacant 
unit and occupying a unit not having 
such features, or, if no such occupant 
exists, then 

(2) Second, to an eligible qualified ap-
plicant on the waiting list having a 
handicap requiring the accessibility 
features of the vacant unit. 

(b) When offering an accessible unit 
to an applicant not having handicaps 
requiring the accessibility features of 
the unit, the owner or manager may re-
quire the applicant to agree (and may 
incorporate this agreement in the 
lease) to move to a non-accessible unit 
when available.

§ 8.28 Housing certificate and housing 
voucher programs. 

(a) In carrying out the requirements 
of this subpart, a recipient admin-
istering a Section 8 Existing Housing 
Certificate program or a housing 
voucher program shall: 

(1) In providing notice of the avail-
ability and nature of housing assist-
ance for low-income families under 
program requirements, adopt suitable 
means to assure that the notice 
reaches eligible individuals with handi-
caps; 
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(2) In its activities to encourage par-
ticipation by owners, include encour-
agement of participation by owners 
having accessible units; 

(3) When issuing a Housing Certifi-
cate or Housing Voucher to a family 
which includes an individual with 
handicaps include a current listing of 
available accessible units known to the 
PHA and, if necessary, otherwise assist 
the family in locating an available ac-
cessible dwelling unit; 

(4) Take into account the special 
problem of ability to locate an acces-
sible unit when considering requests by 
eligible individuals with handicaps for 
extensions of Housing Certificates or 
Housing Vouchers; and 

(5) If necessary as a reasonable ac-
commodation for a person with disabil-
ities, approve a family request for an 
exception rent under § 982.504(b)(2) for a 
regular tenancy under the Section 8 
certificate program so that the pro-
gram is readily accessible to and usa-
ble by persons with disabilities. 

(b) In order to ensure that partici-
pating owners do not discriminate in 
the recipient’s federally assisted pro-
gram, a recipient shall enter into a 
HUD-approved contract with partici-
pating owners, which contract shall in-
clude necessary assurances of non-
discrimination. 

[53 FR 20233, June 2, 1988, as amended at 63 
FR 23853, Apr. 30, 1998]

§ 8.29 Homeownership programs (sec-
tions 235(i) and 235(j), Turnkey III 
and Indian housing mutual self-
help programs). 

Any housing units newly constructed 
or rehabilitated for purchase or single 
family (including semi-attached and 
attached) units to be constructed or re-
habilitated in a program or activity re-
ceiving Federal financial assistance 
shall be made accessible upon request 
of the prospective buyer if the nature 
of the handicap of an expected occu-
pant so requires. In such case, the 
buyer shall consult with the seller or 
builder/sponsor regarding the specific 
design features to be provided. If acces-
sibility features selected at the option 
of the homebuyer are ones covered by 
the standards prescribed by § 8.32, those 
features shall comply with the stand-
ards prescribed in § 8.32. The buyer 

shall be permitted to depart from par-
ticular specifications of these stand-
ards in order to accommodate his or 
her specific handicap. The cost of mak-
ing a facility accessible under this 
paragraph may be included in the 
mortgage amount within the allowable 
mortgage limits, where applicable. To 
the extent such costs exceed allowable 
mortgage limits, they may be passed 
on to the prospective homebuyer, sub-
ject to maximum sales price limita-
tions (see 24 CFR 235.320.)

§ 8.30 Rental rehabilitation program. 

Each grantee or state recipient in the 
rental rehabilitation program shall, 
subject to the priority in 24 CFR 
511.10(l) and in accordance with other 
requirements in 24 CFR part 511, give 
priority to the selection of projects 
that will result in dwelling units being 
made readily accessible to and usable 
by individuals with handicaps. 

[53 FR 20233, June 2, 1988; 53 FR 28115, July 
26, 1988]

§ 8.31 Historic properties. 

If historic properties become subject 
to alterations to which this part ap-
plies the requirements of § 4.1.7 of the 
standards of § 8.32 of this part shall 
apply, except in the case of the Urban 
Development Action Grant (UDAG) 
program. In the UDAG program the re-
quirements of 36 CFR part 801 shall 
apply. Accessibility to historic prop-
erties subject to alterations need not 
be provided if such accessibility would 
substantially impair the significant 
historic features of the property or re-
sult in undue financial and administra-
tive burdens.

§ 8.32 Accessibility standards. 

(a) Effective as of July 11, 1988, de-
sign, construction, or alteration of 
buildings in conformance with sections 
3–8 of the Uniform Federal Accessi-
bility Standards (UFAS) shall be 
deemed to comply with the require-
ments of §§ 8.21, 8.22, 8.23, and 8.25 with 
respect to those buildings. Departures 
from particular technical and scoping 
requirements of the UFAS by the use 
of other methods are permitted where 
substantially equivalent or greater ac-
cess to and usability of the building is 
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provided. The alteration of housing fa-
cilities shall also be in conformance 
with additional scoping requirements 
contained in this part. Persons inter-
ested in obtaining a copy of the UFAS 
are directed to § 40.7 of this title. 

(b) For purposes of this section, sec-
tion 4.1.6(1)(g) of UFAS shall be inter-
preted to exempt from the require-
ments of UFAS only mechanical rooms 
and other spaces that, because of their 
intended use, will not require accessi-
bility to the public or beneficiaries or 
result in the employment or residence 
therein of individuals with physical 
handicaps. 

(c) This section does not require re-
cipients to make building alterations 
that have little likelihood of being ac-
complished without removing or alter-
ing a load-bearing structural member. 

(d) For purposes of this section, sec-
tion 4.1.4(11) of UFAS may not be used 
to waive or lower the minimum of five 
percent accessible units required by 
§ 8.22(b) or to apply the minimum only 
to projects of 15 or more dwelling 
units. 

(e) Except as otherwise provided in 
this paragraph, the provisions of §§ 8.21 
(a) and (b), 8.22 (a) and (b), 8.23, 8.25(a) 
(1) and (2), and 8.29 shall apply to facili-
ties that are designed, constructed or 
altered after July 11, 1988. If the design 
of a facility was commenced before 
July 11, 1988, the provisions shall be 
followed to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, as determined by the Depart-
ment. For purposes of this paragraph, 
the date a facility is constructed or al-
tered shall be deemed to be the date 
bids for the construction or alteration 
of the facility are solicited. For pur-
poses of the Urban Development Action 
Grant (UDAG) program, the provisions 
shall apply to the construction or al-
teration of facilities that are funded 
under applications submitted after 
July 11, 1988. If the UDAG application 
was submitted before July 11, 1988, the 
provisions shall apply, to the max-
imum extent practicable, as deter-
mined by the Department. 

[53 FR 20233, June 2, 1988, as amended at 61 
FR 5203, Feb. 9, 1996]

§ 8.33 Housing adjustments. 
A recipient shall modify its housing 

policies and practices to ensure that 

these policies and practices do not dis-
criminate, on the basis of handicap, 
against a qualified individual with 
handicaps. The recipient may not im-
pose upon individuals with handicaps 
other policies, such as the prohibition 
of assistive devices, auxiliary alarms, 
or guides in housing facilities, that 
have the effect of limiting the partici-
pation of tenants with handicaps in the 
recipient’s federally assisted housing 
program or activity in violation of this 
part. Housing policies that the recipi-
ent can demonstrate are essential to 
the housing program or activity will 
not be regarded as discriminatory 
within the meaning of this section if 
modifications to them would result in 
a fundamental alteration in the nature 
of the program or activity or undue fi-
nancial and administrative burdens.

Subpart D—Enforcement

§ 8.50 Assurances required. 

(a) Assurances. An applicant for Fed-
eral financial assistance for a program 
or activity to which this part applies 
shall submit an assurance to HUD, or 
in the case of a subrecipient to a pri-
mary recipient, on a form specified by 
the responsible civil rights official, 
that the program or activity will be op-
erated in compliance with this part. An 
applicant may incorporate these assur-
ances by reference in subsequent appli-
cations to the Department. 

(b) Duration of obligation. (1) In the 
case of Federal financial assistance ex-
tended in the form of real property or 
to provide real property or structures 
on the property, the assurance will ob-
ligate the recipient or, in the case of a 
subsequent transfer, the transferee, for 
the period during which the real prop-
erty or structures are used for the pur-
pose for which Federal financial assist-
ance is extended or for another purpose 
involving the provision of similar serv-
ices or benefits. 

(2) In the case of Federal financial as-
sistance extended to provide personal 
property, the assurance will obligate 
the recipient for the period during 
which it retains ownership or posses-
sion of the property. 
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