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one brewer, and except as provided in 
§ 25.231, may not use a barrel or keg 
bearing the name of a brewer other 
than the producing brewer. 

(b) A brewer who purchases or other-
wise obtains barrels or kegs from an-
other brewer shall permanently remove 
or durably cover the original marks 
and brands after notifying the appro-
priate ATF officer of the proposed ac-
tion. A brewer may use the barrels or 
kegs obtained without removing or 
covering the original marks and brands 
if the brewer: 

(1) Adopts a trade name substantially 
identical to the name appearing on the 
barrels or kegs; or 

(2) Succeeds to a brewer who has dis-
continued business, in which case the 
brewer may add marks or brands, in ac-
cordance with § 25.141, which indicate 
ownership. 

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1389, as 
amended (26 U.S.C. 5412))

§ 25.145 Tanks, vehicles, and vessels. 

(a) Each brewer who transfers beer to 
another brewery of the same ownership 
(as defined in § 25.181), or who exports 
beer without payment of tax, as pro-
vided in § 25.203, shall plainly and dura-
bly mark each tank, tank car, tank 
truck, tank ship, barge, or deep tank of 
a vessel in accordance with paragraph 
(b) of this section. These marks may be 
placed on a label securely affixed to 
the route board of the container. 

(b) The brewer shall mark each con-
tainer with— 

(1) The designation ‘‘Beer’’; 
(2) The brewer’s name; 
(3) The address of the brewery from 

which removed; 
(4) The address of the brewery to 

which transferred or the marks re-
quired for exportation in Part 28 of this 
chapter, as applicable; 

(5) The date of shipment; and 
(6) The quantity, expressed in bar-

rels. 

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1334, as 
amended, 1389, as amended (26 U.S.C. 5053, 
5414)) 

[T.D. ATF–224, 51 FR 7673, Mar. 5, 1986, as 
amended by T.D. TTB–8, 69 FR 3830, Jan. 27, 
2004]

Subpart K—Tax on Beer
LIABILITY FOR TAX

§ 25.151 Rate of tax. 
All beer, brewed or produced, and re-

moved for consumption or sale, is sub-
ject to the tax prescribed by 26 U.S.C. 
5051, for every barrel containing not 
more than 31 gallons, and at a like rate 
for any other quantity or for the frac-
tional parts of a barrel as authorized in 
§25.156. 

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1333, as 
amended (26 U.S.C. 5051, 5052))

§ 25.152 Reduced rate of tax for cer-
tain brewers. 

(a) General. Section 5051(a)(2) of Title 
26 U.S.C. provides for a reduced rate of 
tax on the first 60,000 barrels of beer re-
moved for consumption or sale by a 
brewer during a calendar year. To be 
eligible to pay the reduced rate of tax, 
a brewer: 

(1) Shall brew or produce the beer at 
a qualified brewery in the United 
States; 

(2) May not produce more than 
2,000,000 barrels of beer per calendar 
year; and 

(3) May not be a member of a ‘‘con-
trolled group’’ of brewers whose mem-
bers together produce more than 
2,000,000 barrels of beer per calendar 
year. 
The appropriate ATF officer shall deny 
use of the reduced rate of tax provided 
by 26 U.S.C. 5051(a)(2) where it is deter-
mined that the allowance of such a re-
duced rate would benefit a person who 
would otherwise fail to qualify for use 
of such rate. 

(b) Definitions. For the purpose of de-
termining eligibility for payment of 
the reduced rate of tax on beer, terms 
have the following meanings: 

(1) Controlled group. A related group 
of brewers as defined in 26 U.S.C. 
5051(a)(2)(B). Controlled groups include, 
but are not limited to: 

(i) Parent-subsidiary controlled 
groups as defined in 26 CFR 1.1563–
1(a)(2); 

(ii) Brother-sister controlled groups 
as defined in 26 CFR 1.1563–1(a)(3); and 

(iii) Combined groups as defined in 26 
CFR 1.1563–1(a)(4). Stock ownership in 
a corporation need not be direct and 
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51% constructive ownership, defined in 
26 CFR 1.1563–3, may be acquired 
through: 

(A) An option to purchase stock; 
(B) Attribution from partnerships; 
(C) Attribution from estate or trusts; 
(D) Attribution from corporations; or 
(E) Ownership by spouses, children, 

grandchildren, parents, and grand-
parents. 

(2) Production of beer. The production 
of beer as recorded in the brewer’s 
daily records and reported in the Brew-
er’s Report of Operations, Form 5130.9. 
For the purpose of determining compli-
ance with the 2,000,000 barrel limita-
tion, production of beer by a brewer or 
a controlled group of brewers includes 
both beer produced at qualified brew-
eries within the United States and beer 
produced outside the United States. 

(c) Brewers operating more than one 
brewery. Brewers who operate more 
than one brewery shall include the 
combined production of beer at all 
their breweries when determining eligi-
bility under the 2,000,000 barrel limita-
tion. The reduced rate of tax applies to 
the first 60,000 barrels of beer removed 
for consumption or sale in a calendar 
year by the brewer; the brewer shall 
apportion the 60,000 barrels among the 
breweries in the manner described in 
the notice as provided by § 25.167(b)(3). 

(d) Controlled groups of brewers. Mem-
bers of a controlled group of brewers 
shall include the combined production 
of beer by all member brewers when de-
termining eligibility under the 2,000,000 
limitation. The reduced rate of tax ap-
plies to the first 60,000 barrels of beer 
removed for consumption or sale in a 
calendar year by the controlled group 
of brewers; the controlled group of 
brewers shall apportion the 60,000 bar-
rels among member brewers in the 
manner described in each brewer’s no-
tice as provided by § 25.167(b)(3). 

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1333, as 
amended (26 U.S.C. 5052)) 

[T.D. ATD–224, 51 FR 7673, Mar. 5, 1986, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–307, 55 FR 52738, Dec. 
21, 1990; T.D. ATF–345, 58 FR 40357, July 28, 
1993]

§ 25.153 Persons liable for tax. 
The tax imposed by law on beer (in-

cluding beer purchased or procured by 
one brewer from another) shall be paid 

by the brewer of the beer at the brew-
ery where produced. The tax on beer 
transferred to a brewery from other 
breweries owned by the same brewer in 
accordance with subpart L of this part 
shall be paid by the brewer at the brew-
ery from which the beer is removed for 
consumption or sale. 

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1334, as 
amended, 1389, as amended (26 U.S.C. 5054, 
5413, 5414))

DETERMINATION OF TAX

§ 25.155 Types of containers. 

Beer may be removed from a brewery 
for consumption or sale only in barrels, 
kegs, bottles, and similar containers, 
as provided in this part. A container 
which the apapropriate ATF officer de-
termines to be similar to a bottle or 
can will be treated as a bottle for pur-
poses of this part. A container which 
the appropriate ATF officer determines 
to be similar to a barrel or keg and 
which conforms to one of the sizes pre-
scribed for barrels or kegs in § 25.156 
will be treated as such for purposes of 
this part. 

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1389, as 
amended, 1390, as amended (26 U.S.C. 5412, 
5416))

§ 25.156 Determination of tax on keg 
beer. 

(a) In determining the tax on beer re-
moved in kegs, a barrel is regarded as 
a quantity of not more than 31 gallons. 
The authorized fractional parts of a 
barrel are whole barrels, halves, thirds, 
quarters, sixths, and eighths, and beer 
may be removed in kegs rated at those 
capacities. The following keg sizes are 
also authorized at the stated barrel 
equivalents:

Size of keg Barrel 
equivalent 

5 gallons ............................................................ 0.16129
30 liter ................................................................ 0.25565
50 liter ................................................................ 0.42608

(b) If any barrel or authorized size 
keg contains a quantity of beer more 
than 2 percent in excess of its rated ca-
pacity, tax will be determined and paid 
on the actual quantity of beer (without 
benefit of any tolerance) contained in 
the keg. 
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(c) The quantities of keg beer re-
moved subject to tax will be computed 
to 5 decimal places. The sum of the 
quantities computed for any one day 
will be rounded to 2 decimal places and 
the tax will be calculated and paid on 
the rounded sum. 

(26 U.S.C. 5051) 

[T.D. ATF–345, 58 FR 40357, July 28, 1993]

§ 25.157 Determination of tax on bot-
tled beer. 

The quantities of bottled beer re-
moved subject to tax shall be computed 
to 5 decimal places in accordance with 
the table and instructions in § 25.158. 
The sum of the quantities computed for 
any one day will be rounded to 2 dec-
imal places and the tax will be cal-
culated and paid on the rounded sum. 

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1333, as 
amended (26 U.S.C. 5051))

§ 25.158 Tax computation for bottled 
beer. 

Barrel equivalents for various case 
sizes are as follows: 

(a) For U.S. measure bottles.

Bottle size (net contents in fluid 
ounces) 

Number 
of bottles 
per case 

Barrel 
equiva-

lent 

6 ......................................................... 12 0.01815
6 ......................................................... 24 0.03629
7 ......................................................... 12 0.02117
7 ......................................................... 24 0.04234
7 ......................................................... 32 0.05645
7 ......................................................... 35 0.06174
7 ......................................................... 36 0.06351
7 ......................................................... 40 0.07056
7 ......................................................... 48 0.08468
8 ......................................................... 12 0.02419
8 ......................................................... 24 0.04839
8 ......................................................... 36 0.07258
8 ......................................................... 48 0.09677
10 ....................................................... 12 0.03024
10 ....................................................... 24 0.06048
10 ....................................................... 48 0.12097
11 ....................................................... 12 0.03327
11 ....................................................... 24 0.06653
11.5 .................................................... 24 0.06956
12 ....................................................... 12 0.03629
12 ....................................................... 15 0.04536
12 ....................................................... 20 0.06048
12 ....................................................... 24 0.07258
12 ....................................................... 30 0.09073
12 ....................................................... 48 0.14516
12 ....................................................... 50 0.15121
14 ....................................................... 12 0.04234 
14 ....................................................... 24 0.08468
16 (1 pint) .......................................... 12 0.04839
16 (1 pint) .......................................... 24 0.09677
22 ....................................................... 12 0.06653
22 ....................................................... 24 0.13306
24 ....................................................... 12 0.07258
24 ....................................................... 24 0.14516

Bottle size (net contents in fluid 
ounces) 

Number 
of bottles 
per case 

Barrel 
equiva-

lent 

30 ....................................................... 12 0.09073
32 (1 quart) ........................................ 12 0.09677
40 ....................................................... 12 0.12097
64 ....................................................... 1 0.01613
64 ....................................................... 4 0.06452
64 ....................................................... 6 0.09677
128 (1 gallon) .................................... 1 0.03226
288 ..................................................... 1 0.07258

(b) For metric measure bottles.

Bottle size (metric net contents) 
Number 
of bottles 
per case 

Barrel 
equiva-

lent 

500 milliliters ...................................... 24 0.10226
750 milliliters ...................................... 12 0.07670
1 liter .................................................. 12 0.10226
2 liters ................................................ 6 0.10226
5 liters ................................................ 1 0.04261

(c) For other case sizes. If beer is to be 
removed in cases or bottles of sizes 
other than those listed in the above ta-
bles, the brewer shall notify the appro-
priate ATF officer in advance and re-
quest to be advised of the fractional 
barrel equivalent applicable to the pro-
posed case size. 

(26 U.S.C. 5412) 

[T.D. ATF–345, 58 FR 40357, July 28, 1993]

§ 25.159 Time of tax determination and 
payment; offsets. 

(a) Time and payment. The tax on beer 
will be determined at the time of its 
removal for consumption or sale, and 
will be paid by return as provided in 
this part. 

(b) Offsets. During any business day, 
the quantity of beer returned to the 
same brewery from which removed is 
to be taken as an offset against or de-
ducted from the total quantity of beer 
removed for consumption or sale from 
that brewery on the day that the beer 
is returned. 

(c) Offsets not allowed. An offset or de-
duction for returned beer will not be 
allowed if: 

(1) The brewer was indemnified by in-
surance or otherwise in respect of the 
tax; or 

(2) The brewer does not issue credit 
to the customer for the tax on the re-
turned beer within 30 days of the re-
turn of the beer. If the tax is not time-
ly credited after the offset or deduction 
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is taken, the brewer shall make an in-
creasing adjustment on the next tax re-
turn. 

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1334, as 
amended, 1335, as amended (26 U.S.C. 5054, 
5056, 5061))

§ 25.160 Tax adjustment for brewers 
who produce more than 2,000,000 
barrels of beer. 

Each brewer who has paid tax on beer 
by return, Form 5000.24, at the reduced 
rate of tax during a calendar year, but 
whose production (or the production of 
a controlled group of brewers of which 
the brewer is a member) exceeds 
2,000.000 barrels of beer in that calendar 
year, is no longer eligible to pay tax on 
beer at the reduced rate of tax for any 
beer removed that calendar year for 
comsumption or sale. The brewer shall 
make a tax adjustment for the pay-
ment of additional tax no later than 
the return period in which production 
(or the production of a controlled 
group of brewers of which the brewer is 
a member) exceeds 2,000,000 barrels of 
beer. The adjustment will be deter-
mined by multiplying the difference 
between the higher and lower rates of 
tax applicable to beer by the number of 
barrels removed by the brewer that 
year at the reduced rate of tax. The 
brewer shall make tax adjustments for 
all breweries where tax was paid at the 
lower rate that year, and shall include 
interest payable from the date on 
which tax was paid at the lower rate. 
In the case of a controlled group of 
brewers whose production exceeds 
2,000,000 barrels of beer, all member 
brewers who paid tax at the lower rate 
shall make tax adjustments as deter-
mined in this section. 

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1333, as 
amended (26 U.S.C. 5051))

PREPARATION AND REMITTANCE OF TAX 
RETURNS

§ 25.163 Method of tax payment. 
A brewer shall pay the tax on beer by 

return on Form 5000.24, as provided in 
§§ 25.164, 25.164a, 25.173 and 25.175. The 
brewer shall pay the tax by remittance 
at the time the tax return is rendered, 
and the remittance will be by check or 
money order payable to the ‘‘Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms’’ and 

mailed with the return, or will be ef-
fected by an electronic fund transfer. 
In paying the tax, a fractional part of 
a cent will be disregarded unless it 
amounts to one-half cent or more, in 
which case it will be increased to one 
cent. 

[T.D. ATF–251, 52 FR 19314, May 22, 1987, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–365, 60 FR 33669, June 
28, 1995]

§ 25.164 Semimonthly return. 
(a) Requirement for filing. Each brewer 

shall pay the tax on beer (unless pre-
paid) by semimonthly return on Form 
5000.24. The brewer shall file Form 
5000.24 as a semimonthly return regard-
less of whether tax has been prepaid as 
provided in § 25.175 during the return 
period. The brewer shall file a return 
on Form 5000.24 for each return period 
even though no beer was removed for 
consumption or sale. 

(b) Payment of tax. The brewer shall 
include for payment with the return 
the full amount of tax required to be 
determined (and which has not been 
prepaid) on all beer removed for con-
sumption or sale during the period cov-
ered by the return. 

(c) Return periods. Except as provided 
in § 25.164a, return periods run from the 
brewer’s business day beginning on the 
first day of each month through the 
brewer’s business day beginning on the 
15th day of that month, and from the 
brewer’s business day beginning on the 
16th day of the month through the 
brewer’s business day beginning on the 
last day of the month. 

(d) Time for filing returns and paying 
tax. Except as provided in § 25.164a the 
brewer shall file the semimonthly tax 
return, Form 5000.24, for each return 
period, and make remittance as re-
quired by this section, not later than 
the 14th day after the last day of the 
return period. If the due date falls on a 
Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, the 
return and remittance shall be due on 
the immediately preceding day which 
is not a Saturday, Sunday, or legal hol-
iday, except as provided by § 25.164a(c). 

(e) Timely filing. (1) When the brewer 
sends the semimonthly tax return, 
Form 5000.24, by U.S. mail, in accord-
ance with the instructions on the form, 
as required by this section, with remit-
tance as provided for in this section, or 

VerDate jul<14>2003 03:57 May 05, 2004 Jkt 203102 PO 00000 Frm 00641 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\203102T.XXX 203102T



642

27 CFR Ch. I (4–1–04 Edition)§ 25.164a 

without remittance as provided for in 
§ 25.165, the date of the official post-
mark of the United States Postal Serv-
ice stamped on the cover in which the 
return and remittance were mailed is 
considered the date of delivery of the 
return and the date of delivery of the 
remittance, if enclosed with the return. 
When the postmark on the cover is il-
legible, the burden is on the brewer to 
prove when the postmark was made. 

(2) When the brewer sends the semi-
monthly return with or without remit-
tance by registered mail or by certified 
mail, the date of registry or the date of 
the postmark on the sender’s receipt of 
certified mail be treated as the date of 
delivery of the semimonthly return and 
of the remittance, if enclosed with the 
return. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1512–0467) 

(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 775, as 
amended (26 U.S.C. 6302); sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–
859, 72 Stat. 1335, as amended (26 U.S.C. 5061)) 

[T.D. ATF–224, 51 FR 7673, Mar. 5, 1986, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–246, 52 FR 668, Jan. 8, 
1987; T.D. ATF–251, 52 FR 19314, May 22, 1987, 
T.D. ATF–365, 60 FR 33669, June 28, 1995]

§ 25.164a Special rule for taxes due for 
the month of September (effective 
after December 31, 1994). 

(a)(1) Except as provided in para-
graph (a)(2) of this section, the second 
semimonthly period for the month of 
September shall be divided into two 
payment periods, from the 16th day 
through the 26th day, and from the 27th 
day through the 30th day. The brewer 
shall file a return on Form 5000.24, and 
make remittance, for the period Sep-
tember 16–26, no later than September 
29. The brewer shall file a return on 
Form 5000.24, and make remittance, for 
the period September 27–30, no later 
than October 14. 

(2) Taxpayment not by electronic fund 
transfer. In the case of taxes not re-
quired to be remitted by electronic 
fund transfer as prescribed by § 25.165, 
the second semimonthly period of Sep-
tember shall be divided into two pay-
ment periods, from the 16th day 
through the 25th day, and the 26th day 
through the 30th day. The brewer shall 
file a return on Form 5000.24, and make 
remittance, for the period September 
16–25, no later than September 28. The 

brewer shall file a return on Form 
5000.24, and make remittance, for the 
period September 26–30, no later than 
October 14. 

(b) Amount of payment: Safe harbor 
rule. (1) Taxpayers are considered to 
have met the requirements of para-
graph (a)(1) of this section, if the 
amount paid no later than September 
29 is not less than 11⁄15 (73.3 percent) of 
the tax liability incurred for the semi-
monthly period beginning on Sep-
tember 1 and ending on September 15, 
and if any underpayment of tax is paid 
by October 14. 

(2) Taxpayers are considered to have 
met the requirements of paragraph 
(a)(2) of this section, if the amount 
paid no later than September 28 is not 
less than 2⁄3rds (66.7 percent) of the tax 
liability incurred for the semimonthly 
period beginning on September 1 and 
ending on September 15, and if any un-
derpayment of tax is paid by October 
14. 

(c) Last day for payment. If the re-
quired due date for taxpayment for the 
periods September 16–25 or September 
16–26 as applicable, falls on a Saturday 
or legal holiday, the return and remit-
tance shall be due on the immediately 
preceding day. If the required due date 
falls on a Sunday, the return and re-
mittance shall be due on the imme-
diately following day. 

(d) Example. Payment of tax for the 
month of September—(1) Facts. X, a 
brewer required to pay taxes by elec-
tronic fund transfer, incurred tax li-
ability in the amount of $30,000 for the 
first semimonthly period of September. 
For the period September 16–26, X in-
curred tax liability in the amount of 
$45,000, and for the period September 
27–30, X incurred tax liability in the 
amount of $2,000. 

(2) Payment requirement. X’s payment 
of tax in the amount of $30,000 for the 
first semimonthly period of September 
is due no later than September 29 
(§ 25.164(d)). X’s payment of tax for the 
period September 16–26 is also due no 
later than September 29 (§ 25.164a(a)(1)). 
X may use the safe harbor rule to de-
termine the amount of payment due for 
the period of September 16–26 
(§ 25.164a(b)). Under the safe harbor 
rule, X’s payment of tax must equal 
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$21,990.00, 11⁄15ths of the tax liability in-
curred during the first semimonthly 
period of September. Additionally, X’s 
payment of tax in the amount of $2,000 
for the period September 27–30 must be 
paid no later than October 14 
(§ 25.164a(a)(1)). X must also pay the un-
derpayment of tax, $23,010.00, for the 
period September 16–26, no later than 
October 14 (§ 25.164a(b)). 

[T.D. ATF–365, 60 FR 33669, June 28, 1995]

§ 25.165 Payment of tax by electronic 
fund transfer. 

(a) Eligible brewers. (1) Each taxpayer 
who was liable, during a calendar year, 
for a gross amount equal to or exceed-
ing five million dollars in beer taxes 
combining tax liabilities incurred 
under this part and parts 26 and 27 of 
this chapter, shall use a commerical 
bank in making payment by electronic 
fund transfer (EFT) of beer taxes dur-
ing the succeeding calendar year. Pay-
ment of beer taxes by cash, check, or 
money order, as described in § 25.163, is 
not authorized for a taxpayer who is 
required by this section to make remit-
tances by EFT. For purposes of this 
section, the dollar amount of tax liabil-
ity is defined as the gross tax liability 
on all taxable removals, determined in 
accordance with § 25.159, and importa-
tions (including beer brought into the 
United States from Puerto Rico or the 
Virgin Islands) during the calendar 
year, without regard to any drawbacks, 
credits, or refunds, for all premises 
from which such activities are con-
ducted by the taxpayer. Overpayments 
are not taken into account in summa-
rizing the gross tax liability. 

(2) For the purposes of this section, a 
taxpayer includes a controlled group of 
corporations, as defined in 26 U.S.C. 
1563, and implementing regulations in 
26 CFR 1.1563–1 through 1.1563–4, except 
that the words ‘‘at least 80 percent’’ 
shall be replaced by the words ‘‘more 
than 50 percent’’ in each place it ap-
pears in subsection (a) of 26 U.S.C. 1563, 
as well as in the implementing regula-
tions. Also, the rules for a ‘‘controlled 
group of corporations’’ apply in a simi-
lar fashion to groups which include 
partnerships and/or sole proprietor-
ships. If one entity maintains more 
than 50% control over a group con-
sisting of corporations and one, or 

more, partnerships and/or sole propri-
etorships, all of the members of the 
controlled group are one taxpayer for 
the purpose of determining who is re-
quired to make remittances by EFT. 

(3) A taxpayer who is required by this 
section to make remittances by EFT 
shall make a separate EFT remittance 
and file a separate return, Form 
5000.24, for each brewery from which 
beer is removed upon determination of 
tax. 

(b) Requirements. (1) On or before Jan-
uary 10 of each calendar year, except 
for a taxpayer already remitting the 
tax by EFT, each taxpayer who was lia-
ble for a gross amount equal to or ex-
ceeding five million dollars in beer 
taxes combining tax liabilities in-
curred under this part and parts 26 and 
27 of this chapter, during the previous 
calendar year, shall notify, in writing 
the appropriate ATF officer. The notice 
shall be an agreement to make remit-
tances by EFT. 

(2) For each return filed in accord-
ance with this part, the taxpayer shall 
direct the taxpayer’s bank to make an 
electronic fund transfer in the amount 
of the taxpayment to the Treasury Ac-
count as provided in paragraph (e) of 
this section. The request shall be made 
to the bank early enough for the trans-
fer to be made to the Treasury Account 
by no later than the close of business 
on the last day for filing the return, 
prescribed in §§ 25.164 or 25.175. The re-
quest shall take into account any time 
limit established by the bank. 

(3) If a taxpayer was liable for less 
than five million dollars in beer taxes 
during the preceding calendar year, 
combining tax liabilities incurred 
under this part and parts 26 and 27 of 
this chapter, the taxpayer may choose 
either to continue remitting the tax as 
provided in this section or to remit the 
tax with the return as prescribed by 
§ 25.164. Upon filing the first return on 
which the taxpayer chooses to dis-
continue remitting the tax by EFT and 
to begin remitting the tax with the tax 
return, the taxpayer shall notify the 
appropriate ATF officer by attaching a 
written notification to Form 5000.24, 
stating that no taxes are due by EFT 
because the tax liability during the 
preceding calendar year was less than 
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five million dollars, and that the re-
mittance will be filed with the tax re-
turn. 

(c) Remittance. (1) Each taxpayer 
shall show on the return, Form 5000.24, 
information about remitting the tax 
for that return by EFT and shall file 
the return with ATF, in accordance 
with the instructions on Form 5000.24. 

(2) Remittances shall be considered 
as made when the taxpayment by elec-
tronic fund transfer is received by the 
Treasury Account. For purposes of this 
section, a taxpayment by electronic 
fund transfer shall be considered as re-
ceived by the Treasury Account when 
it is paid to a Federal Reserve Bank. 

(3) When the taxpayer directs the 
bank to effect an electronic fund trans-
fer message as required by paragraph 
(b)(2) of this section, any transfer data 
record furnished to the taxpayer, 
through normal banking procedures, 
will serve as the record of payment, 
and will be retained as part of required 
records. 

(d) Failure to make a taxpayment by 
EFT. The taxpayer is subject to a pen-
alty imposed by 26 U.S.C. 5684, 6651, or 
6656, as applicable, for failure to make 
a taxpayment by EFT on or before the 
close of business on the prescribed last 
day for filing. 

(e) Procedure. Upon the notification 
required under paragraph (b)(1) of this 
section, the appropriate ATF officer 
will issue to the taxpayer an ATF Pro-
cedure entitled ‘‘Payment of Tax by 
Electronic Fund Transfer.’’ This publi-
cation outlines the procedure a tax-
payer is to follow when preparing re-
turns and EFT remittances in accord-
ance with this part. The U.S. Customs 
Service will provide the taxpayer with 
instructions for preparing EFT remit-
tances for payments to be made to the 
U.S. Customs Service. 

(Act of August 16, 1954, 68A Stat. 775, as 
amended (26 U.S.C. 6302); Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–
859, 72 Stat. 1335, as amended (26 U.S.C. 5061)) 

[T.D. ATF–224, 51 FR 7673, Mar. 5, 1986, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–245, 52 FR 532, Jan. 7, 
1987; T.D. ATF–251, 52 FR 19314, May 22, 1987; 
T.D. ATF–262, 52 FR 47560, Dec. 15, 1987; T.D. 
ATF–437, 66 FR 5479, Jan. 19, 2001; T.D. ATF–
459, 66 FR 38550, July 25, 2001; T.D. ATF–479, 
67 FR 30798, May 8, 2002]

§ 25.166 Payment of reduced rate of 
tax. 

(a) By return, Form 5000.24. A brewer 
who is eligible to pay the reduced rate 
of tax on beer may, upon filing the no-
tice required by § 25.167, pay the re-
duced rate of tax on beer by semi-
monthly return as provided in § 25.164 
or by prepayment return as provided in 
§ 25.175. Payment of reduced rate of tax 
on beer by return, Form 5000.24, may 
commence with any tax return filed 
during a calendar year and will con-
tinue until the brewer has taxpaid 
60,000 barrels of beer at the lower rate 
of tax, or taxpaid the number of barrels 
of beer apportioned under § 25.167(b)(3) 
for that calendar year. 

(b) By claim for refund of tax. A brew-
er, eligible to pay the reduced rate of 
tax on beer during a calendar year, but 
who has not paid the reduced rate of 
tax by return during that year, may 
file a claim, Form 2635, (5620.8) for re-
fund of tax excessively paid on beer 
during that year. Claims for refund of 
tax will be filed as provided in § 25.285. 

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1333, as 
amended (26 U.S.C. 5051)) 

[T.D. ATF–224, 51 FR 7673, Mar. 5, 1987, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–251, 52 FR 19313, May 
22, 1987

§ 25.167 Notice of brewer to pay re-
duced rate of tax. 

(a) Requirement to file notice. Every 
brewer who desires to pay the reduced 
rate of tax on beer authorized by 26 
U.S.C. 5051(a)(2) by tax return, Form 
5000.24, shall prepare a notice con-
taining the information required by 
paragraph (b) of this section. The brew-
er shall file this notice with the appro-
priate ATF officer for the first return 
period (or prepayment return) during 
which the brewer pays tax on beer at 
the reduced rate. The brewer shall file 
the notice each year in which payment 
of the reduced rate of tax on beer is 
made by return. 

(b) Information to be furnished. Each 
notice described in paragraph (a) of 
this section will contain the following 
information: 

(1) A statement that the brewer will 
not or is not likely to produce more 
than 2,000,000 barrels of beer in the cal-
endar year for which the notice is filed. 
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(2) A statement that the brewer is 
not a member of a controlled group of 
brewers, or if the brewer is a member 
of a controlled group of brewers, a 
statement that the controlled group 
will not or is not likely to produce 
more than 2,000,000 barrels of beer in 
the calendar year for which the notice 
is filed. 

(3) If the brewer operates more than 
one brewery, a statement of the loca-
tions of all the breweries and a state-
ment of how the 60,000 barrel limita-
tion for the reduced rate of tax will be 
apportioned among the breweries. If 
the brewer is a member of a controlled 
group of brewers, a statement of the 
names and locations of all other brew-
ers in the group and a statement of 
how the 60,000 barrels limitation will 
be apportioned among the brewers in 
the group. 

(c) Perjury statement. Each notice de-
scribed in this section will be executed 
by the brewer under penalties of per-
jury as defined in § 25.11. 

(Act of Aug. 16, 1954, 68A Stat. 749, as amend-
ed (26 U.S.C. 6065); sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 
Stat. 1390, as amended, 1395, as amended (26 
U.S.C. 5415, 5555))

§ 25.168 Employer identification num-
ber. 

The employer identification number 
(defined at 26 CFR 301.7701–12) of the 
taxpayer who has been assigned the 
number will be shown on each return 
on Form 5000.24, filed under this part. 
Failure of the taxpayer to include the 
employer identification number on 
Form 5000.24 may result in imposition 
of the penalty specified in § 70.113 of 
this chapter. A brewer shall apply for 
an employer identification number on 
IRS Form SS–4 as provided in §§ 25.122 
and 25.123. 

(Pub. L. 87–397, 75 Stat. 828, as amended (26 
U.S.C. 6109, 6676)) 

[T.D. ATF–224, 51 FR 7673, Mar. 5, 1986, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–301, 55 FR 47605, Nov. 
14, 1990]

PREPAYMENT OF TAX

§ 25.173 Brewer in default. 
(a) When a remittance in payment of 

taxes on beer is not paid upon present-
ment of check or money order ten-
dered, or when the brewer is otherwise 

in default in payment of tax under 
§ 25.164, beer may not be removed for 
consumption or sale or taken from the 
brewery for consumption or sale until 
the tax has been prepaid as provided in 
§ 25.175. The brewer shall continue to 
prepay while in default and thereafter 
until the appropriate ATF officer finds 
the revenue will not be jeopardized by 
deferred payment of tax as provided in 
§ 25.164. 

(b) Any remittance made while the 
brewer is required to prepay under this 
section will be in cash or in the form of 
a certified, cashier’s or treasurer’s 
check drawn on any bank or trust com-
pany incorporated under the laws of 
the United States, or under the law of 
any State, Territory, or possession of 
the United States, or in the form of a 
money order as provided in § 70.61 of 
this chapter (payment by check or 
money order), or will be made in the 
form of an electronic fund transfer as 
provided by §§ 25.164 and 25.165. 

[T.D. ATF–224, 51 FR 7673, Mar. 5, 1987, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–251, 52 FR 19313, May 
22, 1987; T.D. ATF–301, 55 FR 47605, Nov. 14, 
1990]

§ 25.174 Bond not sufficient. 
When the penal sum of the brewer’s 

bond is in less than the maximum 
amount, the brewer shall prepay the 
tax on any withdrawal which would 
cause the outstanding liability for tax 
to exceed the limits of coverage of the 
bond. Prepayments will be made in ac-
cordance with § 25.175.

§ 25.175 Prepayment of tax. 
(a) General. When a brewer is required 

to prepay tax under § 25.173, or if the 
penal sum of the bond, Form 5130.22, is 
insufficient for deferral of payment of 
tax on beer to be removed for consump-
tion or sale, or if a brewer is not enti-
tled to defer the tax under the provi-
sions of this subpart, the brewer shall 
prepay the tax before any beer is re-
moved for consumption or sale, or 
taken out of the brewery for removal 
for consumption or sale. 

(b) Method of prepayment. (1) Prepay-
ment will be made by forwarding a tax 
return, Form 5000.24, with remittance, 
covering the tax on beer. 

(2) If a brewer is required by § 25.165 
to make payment of tax by electronic 
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fund transfer, the brewer shall prepay 
the tax before any beer can be removed 
for consumption or sale by completing 
the return and by forwarding it, in ac-
cordance with the instructions on the 
form. At the same time, the brewer 
shall direct his or her bank to make re-
mittance by EFT. 

(3) For the purpose of complying with 
this section, the term forwarding means 
depositing in the U.S. mail, properly 
addressed in accordance with the in-
structions on the form. 

(Act of Aug. 16, 1954, 68A Stat. 777, as amend-
ed (26 U.S.C. 6311); sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 
Stat. 1335, as amended (26 U.S.C. 5061)) 

[T.D. ATF–224, 51 FR 7673, Mar. 5, 1987, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–251, 52 FR 19313, May 
22, 1987]

FAILURE TO PAY TAX

§ 25.177 Evasion of or failure to pay 
tax; failure to file a tax return. 

Sections 5671, 5673, 5684, 6651, and 6656 
of Title 26 United States Code provide 
penalties for evasion or failure to pay 
tax on beer or for failure to file a tax 
return. 

(Act of Aug. 16, 1954, 68A Stat. 821, as amend-
ed, 826, as amended (26 U.S.C. 6651, 6656); sec. 
201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1408, 1410, as 
amended (26 U.S.C. 5671, 5673, 5684)) 

Subpart L—Removals Without 
Payment of Tax

TRANSFER TO ANOTHER BREWERY OF 
SAME OWNERSHIP

§ 25.181 Eligibility. 

A brewer may remove beer without 
payment of tax for transfer to any 
other brewery of the same ownership. 
These removals include a removal from 
a brewery owned by one corporation to 
a brewery owned by another corpora-
tion if (a) one corporation owns the 
controlling interest in the other cor-
poration, or (b) the controlling interest 
in each corporation is owned by the 
same person. Beer removed under this 
section may, while in transit, be recon-
signed to another brewery of the same 

ownership or be returned to the ship-
ping brewery. 

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1389, as 
amended (26 U.S.C. 5414))

§ 25.182 Kinds of containers. 

A brewer may transfer beer without 
payment of tax from one brewery to 
another brewery belonging to the same 
brewer (a) in the brewer’s packages or 
(b) in bulk containers, subject to limi-
tations and conditions as may be im-
posed by the appropriate ATF officer. 
The brewer shall mark, brand or label 
containers as provided by subpart J of 
this part. 

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1389, as 
amended (26 U.S.C. 5414))

§ 25.183 Determination of quantity 
transferred. 

The shipping brewer shall determine 
the quantity of beer shipped at the 
time of removal from the consignor 
brewery, and the receiving brewer shall 
determine the quantity of beer re-
ceived at the time of receipt at the 
consignee brewery. The brewer shall 
equip the consignor and consignee 
breweries with suitable measuring de-
vices to allow accurate determination 
of the quantities of beer to be shipped 
and received in bulk conveyances. 

(Sec 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1389, as 
amended (26 U.S.C. 5414))

§ 25.184 Losses in transit. 

(a) Liability for losses. The brewer is 
liable under the bond of the brewery to 
which beer is transferred for the tax on 
beer lost in transit. If the brewer re-
consigns beer while in transit or re-
turns beer to the shipping brewery, the 
brewer is liable under the bond of the 
brewery to which the beer is recon-
signed or returned for the tax on beer 
lost in transit. 

(b) Losses allowable without claim. If 
loss of beer being transferred does not 
exceed two percent of the quantity 
shipped, the brewer is not required to 
file a report of loss or a claim for al-
lowance of the loss if there are no cir-
cumstances indicating that the beer, or 
any portion of the beer lost, was stolen 
or otherwise diverted to an unlawful 
purpose. 
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