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defined in paragraph (c) of this section, 
of such taxes during the succeeding 
calendar year. Payment of such taxes 
by cash, check, or money order is not 
authorized for an importer who is re-
quired, by this section, to make remit-
tances by EFT. For purposes of this 
section, the dollar amount of tax liabil-
ity is to be summarized separately for 
distilled spirits taxes, wine taxes, or 
beer taxes, and is defined as the gross 
tax liability on all taxable withdrawals 
from premises in the United States and 
importations (including products of the 
same tax class brought into the United 
States from Puerto Rico or the Virgin 
Islands) during the calendar year, with-
out regard to any drawbacks, credits, 
or refunds, for all premises from which 
such activities are conducted by the 
taxpayer. 

(b) For the purposes of this section, a 
taxpayer includes a controlled group of 
corporations, as defined in 26 U.S.C. 
1563, and implementing regulations in 
26 CFR 1.1563–1 through 1.1563–4, except 
that the words ‘‘at least 80 percent’’ 
shall be replaced by the words ‘‘more 
than 50 percent’’ in each place it ap-
pears in subsection (a) of 26 U.S.C. 1563, 
as well as in the implementing regula-
tions. Also, the rules for a ‘‘controlled 
group of corporations’’ apply in a simi-
lar fashion to groups which include 
partnerships and/or sole proprietor-
ships. If one entity maintains more 
than 50% control over a group con-
sisting of corporations and one, or 
more, partnerships and/or sole propri-
etorships, all of the members of the 
controlled group are one taxpayer for 
the purpose of determining who is re-
quired to make remittances by EFT. 

(c) Electronic fund transfer or EFT 
means any transfer of funds, other 
than a transaction originated by 
check, draft, or similar paper instru-
ment, which is initiated through an 
electronic terminal, telephonic instru-
ment, or computer of magnetic tape, so 
as to order, instruct, or authorize a fi-
nancial institution to either debit or 
credit an account, in accordance with 
procedures established by the U.S. Cus-
toms Service. 

(d) An importer who is required by 
this section to make remittances by 
EFT shall make the EFT remittance in 

accordance with the requirements of 
the U.S. Customs Service. 

(Act of August 16, 1954, 68A Stat. 775, as 
amended (26 U.S.C. 6302); Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–
859, 72 Stat. 1335, as amended (26 U.S.C. 5061)) 

[T.D. ATF–245, 52 FR 533, Jan. 7, 1987, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–459, 66 FR 38550, July 
25, 2001]

EXEMPTION OF CERTAIN SAMPLES FROM 
INTERNAL REVENUE TAXES

§ 27.49 Commercial samples of alco-
holic beverages. 

Samples of distilled spirits, beer, and 
wine, to be used in the United States 
by persons importing alcoholic bev-
erages in commercial quantities, are, 
subject to the limitations in this sec-
tion, exempt from the payment of any 
internal revenue tax imposed on, or by 
reason of, importation. This exemption 
applies only to samples to be used for 
soliciting orders for products of foreign 
countries. In no case shall this exemp-
tion apply to more than one sample of 
each alcoholic beverage product admit-
ted during any calendar quarter for the 
use of each such person. No sample of 
beer shall contain more than 8 ounces, 
no sample of wine shall contain more 
than 4 ounces, and no sample of dis-
tilled spirits shall contain more than 2 
ounces. 

(76 Stat. 72; 19 U.S.C. 1202) 

[T.D. 6300, 23 FR 5168, July 8, 1958; T.D. ATF–
2, 37 FR 22740, Oct. 21, 1972. Redesignated at 
40 FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975]

Subpart E—General Requirements

PERMIT FOR IMPORTATION OF DISTILLED 
SPIRITS, WINES AND BEER

§ 27.55 Federal Alcohol Administration 
Act permit. 

Under the Federal Alcohol Adminis-
tration Act and the regulations issued 
pursuant thereto (27 CFR part 1), any 
person except an agency of a State or 
political subdivision thereof, or any of-
ficer or employee of any such agency, 
intending to engage in the business of 
importing distilled spirits, wines or 

VerDate jul<14>2003 03:57 May 05, 2004 Jkt 203102 PO 00000 Frm 00724 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\203102T.XXX 203102T



725

Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau, Treasury § 27.60

beer for nonindustrial use is required 
to procure a permit therefor. 

(Sec. 3, 49 Stat. 978, as amended; 27 U.S.C. 
203) 

[20 FR 3561, May 21, 1955. Redesignated at 40 
FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975, and amended by T.D. 
ATF–474, 67 FR 11232, Mar. 13, 2002]

PACKAGING AND MARKING OF DISTILLED 
SPIRITS

§ 27.56 Distilled spirits containers of a 
capacity of not more than 1 gallon. 

Bottled distilled spirits imported 
into the United States for sale shall be 
bottled in liquor bottles which conform 
to the requirements of subpart N of 
this part and part 5 of this chapter. 
Empty bottles imported for the pack-
aging of distilled spirits shall conform 
to the requirements of subpart N of 
this part. (For Customs requirements 
as to marking, see 19 CFR parts 11 and 
12.) 

[T.D. ATF–206, 50 FR 23955, June 7, 1985]

§ 27.57 Containers in excess of 1 gal-
lon. 

Imported containers of distilled spir-
its in excess of 1 gallon are required to 
be marked in accordance with customs 
regulations (19 CFR parts 11 and 12). 

[20 FR 3561, May 21, 1955. Redesignated at 40 
FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975, and amended by T.D. 
ATF–206, 50 FR 23955, June 7, 1985]

LABELING OF DISTILLED SPIRITS

§ 27.58 Containers of 1 gallon (3.785 li-
ters) or less. 

Labels on imported containers of dis-
tilled spirits, and on containers of im-
ported distilled spirits bottled in cus-
toms custody, for sale at retail, are re-
quired to be covered by a certificate of 
label approval ATF Form 5100.31 issued 
pursuant to part 5 of this chapter. Con-
tainers of imported distilled spirits 
bottled after taxpayment and with-
drawal from customs custody are re-
quired to be covered by a certificate of 
label approval or a certificate of ex-
emption from label approval ATF 
Form 5100.31 issued pursuant to part 5 
of this chapter. When distilled spirits 
are to be labeled under a certificate of 
exemption from label approval, the la-
bels affixed to containers are required 

to conform to the provisions of part 19 
of this chapter. 

[T.D. 6954, 33 FR 6818, May 4, 1968. Redesig-
nated at 40 FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975]

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 27.58, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected in the Finding Aids sec-
tion of this volume.

MARKING AND LABELING OF WINES AND 
BEER

§ 27.59 Wines. 

All imported wines containing not 
less than 7 percent and not more than 
24 percent of alcohol by volume are re-
quired to be packaged, marked, brand-
ed, and labeled in conformity with the 
Federal Alcohol Administration Act 
and regulations promulgated there-
under (27 CFR part 4), prior to their re-
moval from customs custody. Con-
tainers of imported wine bottled or 
packaged after taxpayment and with-
drawal from customs custody are re-
quired to be covered by a certificate of 
label approval or a certificate of ex-
emption from label approval on ATF 
Form 5100.31 issued pursuant to the 
Federal Alcohol Administration Act 
and regulations promulgated there-
under (27 CFR part 4). Imported con-
tainers of wine are required also to be 
marked, branded and labeled in accord-
ance with customs regulations (19 CFR 
parts 11 and 12). 

[20 FR 3561, May 21, 1955. Redesignated at 40 
FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975 and amended by T.D. 
ATF–242, 51 FR 39526, Oct. 29, 1986; T.D. ATF–
474, 67 FR 11232, Mar. 13, 2002]

§ 27.60 Beer. 

All imported beer is required to be 
released from customs custody in con-
formity with the Federal Alcohol Ad-
ministration Act and regulations 
thereunder. The attention of all con-
cerned is directed, in this connection, 
to the provisions of Regulations 7 (27 
CFR part 7) relating to the labeling 
and advertising of malt beverages, 
issued under the Federal Alcohol Ad-
ministration Act. Imported containers 
of beer are required to be marked and 
labeled in accordance with customs 
regulations (19 CFR parts 11 and 12).
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CLOSURES FOR CONTAINERS OF 
DISTILLED SPIRITS

§ 27.61 Containers of distilled spirits to 
bear closures. 

No person shall transport, buy, pos-
sess, or sell, or transfer any imported 
distilled spirits in containers of 1 gal-
lon (3.785 liters) or less, unless the im-
mediate container thereof has a closure 
or other device affixed in accordance 
with the provisions of this part. 

(Sec. 454, Pub. L. 98–369, 98 Stat. 494 (26 
U.S.C. 5301)) 

[T.D. ATF–206, 50 FR 23955, June 7, 1985]

§ 27.62 Affixing closures. 
Closures or other devices on con-

tainers of imported distilled spirits 
having a capacity of 1 gallon (3.785 li-
ters) or less shall be affixed so as to 
leave a portion of the closure or other 
device remaining on the container 
when it is opened. In addition, the clo-
sures or other devices shall be con-
structed in such a manner as to require 
that they be broken to gain access to 
the contents of the containers. 

(Sec. 454, Pub. L. 98–369, 98 Stat. 494 (26 
U.S.C. 5301)) 

[T.D. ATF–206, 50 FR 23955, June 7, 1985]

EXEMPTIONS

§ 27.74 Exemption from requirements 
pertaining to marks, bottles, and la-
bels. 

The provisions of this part relating 
to the labeling of containers as pre-
scribed by 27 CFR part 5 are not appli-
cable to imported distilled spirits (a) 
not for sale or for any other commer-
cial purpose whatever; (b) on which no 
internal revenue tax is required to be 
paid or determined on or before with-
drawal from customs custody; (c) for 
use as ship stores; or (d) for personal 
use. Samples of distilled spirits, other 
than those provided for in §§ 27.49 and 
27.75, imported for any purpose are not 
exempt from the requirements per-
taining to marks, bottles, and labels. 
Samples of wine and beer brought into 
the United States pursuant to § 27.49 
are exempt from the requirements per-
taining to marks, bottles, and labels. 
Samples of wine and beer brought into 
the United States pursuant to § 27.49 

are exempt from the labeling require-
ments of 27 CFR parts 4 and 7, respec-
tively. Exemptions from the require-
ments that imported distilled spirits, 
wines, and beer be marked to indicate 
the country of origin are set forth in 
customs regulations (19 CFR part 11). 

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1358, as 
amended, 1374, as amended (26 U.S.C. 5205, 
5301)) 

[T.D. ATF–206, 50 FR 23956, June 7, 1985]

§ 27.75 Samples of distilled spirits, 
wine, and beer for quality control 
purposes. 

Samples of distilled spirits, wine, and 
beer in containers of a capacity of not 
more than 1.75 liters, imported solely 
for quality control purposes (labora-
tory testing and analysis) and not for 
sale or for use in the manufacture or 
production of any article for sale, shall 
be exempt from any requirements re-
lating to marks, bottles, labels, and 
standards of fill. Samples imported for 
quality control purposes shall not be 
exempt from the payment of any inter-
nal revenue tax imposed on, or by rea-
son of, importation. 

[T.D. ATF–198, 50 FR 8557, Mar. 1, 1985, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–206, 50 FR 23955, June 
7, 1985]

WINE AND FLAVORS CONTENT OF 
DISTILLED SPIRITS

§ 27.76 Approval and certification of 
wine and flavors content. 

(a) Any person who, after December 
1, 1990, imports into the United States 
distilled spirits on which the tax is to 
be paid or determined at an effective 
tax rate based in whole, or in part, on 
the alcohol content derived from eligi-
ble wine or eligible flavors which have 
not been previously approved on ATF 
Form 5530.5 (1678) shall, before the first 
tax determination at that rate, request 
and receive a statement of eligibility 
for each wine or flavor to be used in 
the computation of the effective tax 
rate. 

(b) To receive a statement of eligi-
bility, the importer shall cause to be 
submitted to the ATF National Lab-
oratory, 1401 Research Boulevard, Attn: 
NBA, Rockville, MD 20850, the fol-
lowing: 
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(1) An 8-ounce sample of each dis-
tilled spirits, wine and flavor contained 
in the product; and 

(2) A statement of composition list-
ing— 

(i) For wine, the kind (class and type) 
and percentage of alcohol by volume; 
and 

(ii) For flavors, the name and per-
centage of alcohol by volume, and the 
name and quantity of each ingredient 
used in the manufacture of the flavor. 

(c) Each time distilled spirits con-
taining eligible wine or eligible flavors 
are imported into the United States, 
the importer shall prepare a certificate 
of effective tax rate computation show-
ing the following: 

(1) Name, address, and permit num-
ber of the importer; 

(2) Kind (class and type) of product; 
(3) Elements necessary to compute 

the effective tax rate in accordance 
with § 27.41 as follows— 

(i) Proof gallons of distilled spirits 
(exclusive of distilled spirits derived 
from eligible flavors); 

(ii) Wine gallons of each eligible wine 
and the percentage of alcohol by vol-
ume of each; and 

(iii) Proof gallons of distilled spirits 
derived from eligible flavors; 

(4) After December 1, 1990, the date of 
the statement of eligibility of each eli-
gible wine and of each eligible flavor; 

(5) Effective tax rate applied to the 
product; and 

(6) Signature of the importer or other 
duly authorized person under the fol-
lowing declaration:

I declare under the penalties of perjury that 
this certificate of effective tax rate com-
putation has been examined by me and, to 
the best of my knowledge and belief, is true, 
correct, and complete.

(d) The importer shall file the certifi-
cate of effective tax rate computation 
with the district director of customs at 
the port of entry, at the time of entry 
summary, or, for distilled spirits to be 
withdrawn from customs custody under 
the provisions of subpart L of this part, 
furnish a copy to the proprietor of the 

distilled spirits plant to which the dis-
tilled spirits are transferred. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1512–0352) 

(Sec. 6, Pub. L. 96–598, 94 Stat. 3488, as 
amended (26 U.S.C. 5010)) 

[T.D. ATF–297, 55 FR 18070, Apr. 30, 1990]

§ 27.77 Standard effective tax rate. 
(a) In lieu of preparing a certificate 

of effective tax rate computation each 
time distilled spirits containing eligi-
ble wine or eligible flavors are im-
ported as prescribed in § 27.76(c), an im-
porter may have a standard effective 
tax rate established based on the least 
quantity and the lowest alcohol con-
tent of eligible wine or eligible flavors 
used in the manufacture of the prod-
uct. 

(b) To have a standard effective tax 
rate established, the importer shall 
cause to be submitted to the ATF Na-
tional Laboratory, 1401 Research Bou-
levard, Rockville, MD 20850, the fol-
lowing: 

(1) The samples prescribed in 
§ 27.76(b)(1) and an 8-ounce sample of 
the finished product; 

(2) The statement of composition pre-
scribed in § 27.76(b)(2); 

(3) A statement of composition for 
the finished product listing the— 

(i) Name of the product; 
(ii) Quantity, alcohol content (per-

centage of alcohol by volume), and the 
kind (class and type) of each eligible 
wine or the name of each eligible flavor 
used in the manufacture of the prod-
uct; and 

(iii) Standard effective tax rate for 
the product computed in accordance 
with § 27.41. 

(c) Where a standard effective tax 
rate has been previously approved for a 
product, an importer, in lieu of having 
a standard effective tax rate estab-
lished, may use that rate. An importer 
desiring to use a previously approved 
standard effective tax rate shall obtain 
a copy of the approval from the person 
to whom it was issued and, over the 
signature of the importer or other duly 
authorized person, place the following 
declaration:
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I declare under the penalties of perjury that 
this approval has been examined by me and, 
to best of my knowledge and belief, the 
standard effective tax rate established for 
this product is applicable to all like products 
contained in this shipment.

(d) A standard effective tax rate may 
not be employed until approved by the 
appropriate ATF officer. The importer 
shall file or furnish a copy of the stand-
ard effective tax rate approval in the 
manner prescribed in § 27.76(d). The use 
of a standard effective tax rate shall 
not relieve an importer from the pay-
ment of any tax found to be due. The 
appropriate ATF officer may at any 
time require an importer to imme-
diately discontinue the use of a stand-
ard effective tax rate. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control Number 1512–0352) 

[T.D. ATF–297, 55 FR 18070, Apr. 30, 1990; 55 
FR 23635, June 11, 1990; T.D. ATF–474, 67 FR 
11232, Mar. 13, 2002]

Subparts F–G [Reserved]

Subpart H—Importation of Distilled 
Spirits In Bulk

§ 27.120 Persons authorized to receive 
distilled spirits imported in bulk. 

Distilled spirits imported in bulk 
(i.e., in containers having a capacity in 
excess of 1 gallon (3.785 liters)) may be 
entered into a class 8 customs bonded 
warehouse for bottling, or may be 
withdrawn from customs custody only 
if entered for exportation or if with-
drawn by a person to whom it is lawful 
to sell or otherwise dispose of distilled 
spirits in bulk pursuant to the Federal 
Alcohol Administration Act (49 Stat. 
985, as amended; 27 U.S.C., 206) and 
Regulation 3 (27 CFR part 3). The im-
portation and disposition of distilled 
spirits imported in bulk shall be re-
ported as prescribed by §§ 27.133 to 
27.134. 

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1342, 1361, 
1374, 1395 (26 U.S.C. 5114, 5207, 5301, 5555)) 

[T.D. ATF–34, 41 FR 46864, Oct. 26, 1976]

§ 27.121 Containers. 
Imported distilled spirits may be bot-

tled in either domestic or imported 

containers conforming to the provi-
sions of subpart N of this part. 

(72 Stat. 1374; 26 U.S.C. 5301) 

[T.D. 6954, 33 FR 6819, May 4, 1968. Redesig-
nated at 40 FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975]

Subpart I—Importer’s Records and 
Reports

§§ 27.130–27.132 [Reserved]

RECORD AND REPORT OF IMPORTED 
LIQUORS

§ 27.133 General requirements. 

Except as provided in § 27.134, every 
importer who imports distilled spirits, 
wines, or beer shall keep such records 
and render such reports of the physical 
receipt and disposition of such liquors 
as are required to be kept by a whole-
sale or retail dealer, as applicable, 
under the provision of part 194 of this 
chapter. Any importer who does not 
take physical possession of the liquors 
at the time of, but is responsible for, 
their release from customs custody 
shall keep commercial records reflect-
ing such release; such records shall 
identify the kind and quantity of the 
liquors released, the name and address 
of the person receiving the liquors from 
customs custody, and the date of re-
lease, and shall be filed chronologically 
by release dates. Records and reports 
will not be required under this part 
with respect of liquors while in cus-
toms custody. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1512–0352) 

(72 Stat. 1342, 1345, 1395; 26 U.S.C. 5114, 5124, 
5555) 

[T.D. ATF–2, 37 FR 22743, Oct. 21, 1972. Redes-
ignated at 40 FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975, and 
amended by T.D. ATF–172, 49 FR 14943, Apr. 
16, 1984]

§ 27.134 Proprietors of qualified prem-
ises. 

Importing operations conducted by 
proprietors of premises qualified under 
the provisions of this chapter shall be 
recorded and reported in accordance 
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