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monitoring system is in conformance
with the functions for which it was de-
signed and for which it was tested by
MSHA.

(I) Flame arrester means a device so
constructed that it will prevent propa-
gation of flame or explosion from with-
in the unit of which it is part to a sur-
rounding flammable mixture.

(m) Intrinsically safe equipment and
circuitry means equipment and cir-
cuitry that are incapable of releasing
enough electrical or thermal energy
under normal or abnormal conditions
to cause ignition of a flammable mix-
ture of the most easily ignitable com-
position.

(n) Fail safe means that the circuitry
of a methane-monitoring system shall
be so designed that electrical failure of
a component which is critical in
MSHA'’s opinion will result in deener-
gizing the methane-monitoring system
and the machine or equipment of which
it is a part.

[31 FR 10607, Aug. 9, 1966, as amended at 39
FR 24003, June 28, 1974; 43 FR 12316, Mar. 24,
1978]

§27.3 Consultation.

By appointment, applicants or their
representatives may visit Approval and
Certification Center, RR 1, Box 251, In-
dustrial Park Road, Triadelphia, WV
26059, to discuss with qualified MSHA
personnel proposed methane-moni-
toring systems to be submitted in ac-
cordance with the regulations of this
part. No charge is made for such con-
sultation and no written report thereof
will be made to the applicant.

[31 FR 10607, Aug. 9, 1966, as amended at 43
FR 12316, Mar. 24, 1978; 60 FR 35694, July, 11,
1995]

§27.4 Applications.

(a)(1) No investigation or testing for
certification will be undertaken by
MSHA except pursuant to a written ap-
plication, accompanied by all draw-
ings, specifications, descriptions, and
related materials and also a check,
bank draft, or money order payable to
the U.S. Mine Safety and Health Ad-
ministration, to cover the fees. The ap-
plication and all related matters and
correspondence concerning it shall be
addressed to the Approval and Certifi-
cation Center, Rural Route #1, Box 251,

§27.4

Industrial Park Road, Triadelphia, WV
26059.

(2) Where the applicant for approval
has used an independent laboratory
under part 6 of this chapter to perform,
in whole or in part, the necessary test-
ing and evaluation for approval under
this part, the applicant must provide
to MSHA as part of the approval appli-
cation:

(i) Written evidence of the labora-
tory’s independence and current rec-
ognition by a laboratory accrediting
organization;

(i) Complete technical explanation
of how the product complies with each
requirement in the applicable MSHA
product approval requirements;

(iii) Ildentification of components or
features of the product that are critical
to the safety of the product; and

(iv) All documentation, including
drawings and specifications, as sub-
mitted to the independent laboratory
by the applicant and as required by
this part.

(3) An applicant may request testing
and evaluation to non-MSHA product
safety standards which have been de-
termined by MSHA to be equivalent,
under §6.20 of this chapter, to the prod-
uct approval requirements under this
part.

(b) Drawings, specifications, and de-
scriptions shall be adequate in detail to
identify fully all components and sub-
assemblies that are submitted for in-
vestigation, and shall include wiring
and block diagrams. All drawings shall
include title, number, and date; any re-
vision dates and the purpose of each re-
vision shall also be shown on the draw-
ing.

(c) For a complete investigation lead-
ing to certification, the applicant shall
furnish all necessary components and
material to MSHA. MSHA reserves the
right to require more than one of each
component, subassembly, or assembly
for the investigation. Spare parts and
expendable components, subject to
wear in normal operation, shall be sup-
plied by the applicant to permit con-
tinuous operation during test periods.
The applicant shall furnish special
tools necessary to assemble or dis-
assemble any component or sub-
assembly for inspection or test.
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