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(a) Providing fair return to the Fed-
eral Government; 

(b) Increasing competition; 
(c) Ensuring competent and safe op-

erations; 
(d) Avoiding undue speculation; 
(e) Avoiding unnecessary delays in 

exploration, development, and produc-
tion; 

(f) Discovering and recovering oil and 
gas; 

(g) Developing new oil and gas re-
sources in an efficient and timely man-
ner; 

(h) Limiting the administrative bur-
dens on Government and industry; and 

(i) Providing an opportunity to ex-
periment with various bidding systems 
to enable us to identify those most ap-
propriate for the satisfaction of the ob-
jectives of the United States in OCS 
lease sales. 

Subpart C [Reserved] 

Subpart D—Joint Bidding 
§ 260.301 What is the purpose of this 

subpart? 
The purpose of this subpart is to en-

courage participation in OCS oil and 
gas lease sales by limiting the require-
ment for filing ‘‘Statements of Produc-
tion’’ to certain joint bidders. 

§ 260.302 What definitions apply to this 
subpart? 

For the purposes of this subpart, all 
terms used are defined as in § 256.40 of 
this title. 

§ 260.303 What are the joint bidding 
requirements? 

(a) You must file a Statement of Pro-
duction with the Director, according to 
the requirements of §§ 256.38 through 
256.44 of this title if: 

(1) You submit a joint bid for any 
OCS oil and gas lease during a 6-month 
bidding period; and 

(2) You were chargeable for the prior 
production period with an average 
daily production from all sources in ex-
cess of 1.6 million barrels of crude oil, 
natural gas equivalents, and liquefied 
petroleum products. 

(b) The Statement of Production that 
you file under paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion must state that you are charge-

able for the prior production period 
with an average daily production in ex-
cess of the quantities listed in para-
graph (a) of this section. 

(c) If your average daily production 
in the prior production period met or 
exceeded the quantities specified in 
paragraph (a) of this section, you may 
not submit a joint bid for any OCS oil 
and gas lease during the applicable 6- 
month bidding period with any other 
person similarly chargeable. We will 
disqualify and reject these bids. 

(d) If your average daily production 
in the prior production period met or 
exceeded the quantities specified in 
paragraph (a) of this section, you may 
not enter into an agreement prior to a 
lease sale that would result in two or 
more persons, similarly chargeable, ac-
quiring or holding any interest in the 
tract for which the bid is submitted. 
We will disqualify and reject these 
bids. 

PART 270—NONDISCRIMINATION 
IN THE OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF 

Sec. 
270.1 Purpose. 
270.2 Application of this part. 
270.3 Definitions. 
270.4 Discrimination prohibited. 
270.5 Complaint. 
270.6 Process. 
270.7 Remedies. 

AUTHORITY: Sec. 604, Pub. L. 95–372, 92 Stat. 
695 (43 U.S.C. 1863). 

SOURCE: 50 FR 21048, May 22, 1985, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 270.1 Purpose. 
The purpose of this part is to imple-

ment the provisions of section 604 of 
the OCSLA of 1978 which provides that 
‘‘no person shall, on the grounds of 
race, creed, color, national origin, or 
sex, be excluded from receiving or par-
ticipating in any activity, sale, or em-
ployment, conducted pursuant to the 
provisions of . . . the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf Lands Act.’’ 

§ 270.2 Application of this part. 
This part applies to any contract or 

subcontract entered into by a lessee or 
by a contractor or subcontractor of a 
lessee after the effective date of these 
regulations to provide goods, services, 
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facilities, or property in an amount of 
$10,000 or more in connection with any 
activity related to the exploration for 
or development and production of oil, 
gas, or other minerals or materials in 
the OCS under the Act. 

§ 270.3 Definitions. 
As used in this part, the following 

terms shall have the meanings given 
below: 

Contract means any business agree-
ment or arrangement (in which the 
parties do not stand in the relationship 
of employer and employee) between a 
lessee and any person which creates an 
obligation to provide goods, services, 
facilities, or property. 

Lessee means the party authorized by 
a lease, grant of right-of-way, or an ap-
proved assignment thereof to explore, 
develop, produce, or transport oil, gas, 
or other minerals or materials in the 
OCS pursuant to the Act and this part. 

Person means a person or company, 
including but not limited to, a corpora-
tion, partnership, association, joint 
stock venture, trust, mutual fund, or 
any receiver, trustee in bankruptcy, or 
other official acting in a similar capac-
ity for such company. 

Subcontract means any business 
agreement or arrangement (in which 
the parties do not stand in the rela-
tionship of employer and employee) be-
tween a lessee’s contractor and any 
person other than a lessee that is in 
any way related to the performance of 
any one or more contracts. 

§ 270.4 Discrimination prohibited. 
No contract or subcontract to which 

this part applies shall be denied to or 
withheld from any person on the 
grounds of race, creed, color, national 
origin, or sex. 

§ 270.5 Complaint. 
(a) Whenever any person believes 

that he or she has been denied a con-
tract or subcontract to which this part 
applies on the grounds of race, creed, 
color, national origin, or sex, such per-
son may complain of such denial or 
withholding to the Regional Director 
of the OCS Region in which such action 
is alleged to have occurred. Any com-
plaint filed under this part must be 
submitted in writing to the appropriate 

Regional Director not later than 180 
days after the date of the alleged un-
lawful denial of a contract or sub-
contract which is the basis of the com-
plaint. 

(b) The complaint referred to in para-
graph (a) of this section shall be ac-
companied by such evidence as may be 
available to a person and which is rel-
evant to the complaint including affi-
davits and other documents. 

(c) Whenever any person files a com-
plaint under this part, the Regional Di-
rector with whom such complaint is 
filed shall give written notice of such 
filing to all persons cited in the com-
plaint no later than 10 days after re-
ceipt of such complaint. Such notice 
shall include a statement describing 
the alleged incident of discrimination, 
including the date and the names of 
persons involved in it. 

§ 270.6 Process. 
Whenever a Regional Director deter-

mines on the basis of any information, 
including that which may be obtained 
under § 270.5 of this title, that a viola-
tion of or failure to comply with any 
provision of this subpart probably oc-
curred, the Regional director shall un-
dertake to afford the complainant and 
the person(s) alleged to have violated 
the provisions of this part an oppor-
tunity to engage in informal consulta-
tions, meetings, or any other form of 
communications for the purpose of re-
solving the complaint. In the event 
such communications or consultations 
result in a mutually satisfactory reso-
lution of the complaint, the complain-
ant and all persons cited in the com-
plaint shall notify the Regional Direc-
tor in writing of their agreement to 
such resolution. If either the complain-
ant or the person(s) alleged to have 
wrongfully discriminated fail to pro-
vide such written notice within a rea-
sonable period of time, the Regional 
Director shall proceed in accordance 
with the provisions of §§ 250.500, 250.501, 
250.502, and 250.510 of this title. 

[50 FR 21048, May 22, 1985; 64 FR 9066, Feb. 24, 
1999] 

§ 270.7 Remedies. 
In addition to the penalties available 

under 30 CFR part 250, subpart N of this 
title, the Director may invoke any 
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other remedies available to him or her 
under the Act or regulations for the 
lessee’s failure to comply with provi-
sions of the Act, regulations, or lease. 

[50 FR 21048, May 22, 1985; 64 FR 9066, Feb. 24, 
1999] 

PART 280—PROSPECTING FOR 
MINERALS OTHER THAN OIL, 
GAS, AND SULPHUR ON THE 
OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF 

Subpart A—General Information 

Sec. 
280.1 What definitions apply to this part? 
280.2 What is the purpose of this part? 
280.3 What requirements must I follow when 

I conduct prospecting or research activi-
ties? 

280.4 What activities are not covered by this 
part? 

Subpart B—How to Apply for a Permit or 
File a Notice 

280.10 What must I do before I may conduct 
prospecting activities? 

280.11 What must I do before I may conduct 
scientific research? 

280.12 What must I include in my applica-
tion or notification? 

280.13 Where must I send my application or 
notification? 

Subpart C—Obligations Under This Part 

PROHIBITIONS AND REQUIREMENTS 

280.20 What must I not do in conducting Ge-
ological and Geophysical (G&G) 
prospecting or scientific research? 

280.21 What must I do in conducting G&G 
prospecting or scientific research? 

280.22 What must I do when seeking ap-
proval for modifications? 

280.23 How must I cooperate with inspection 
activities? 

280.24 What reports must I file? 

INTERRUPTED ACTIVITIES 

280.25 When may MMS require me to stop 
activities under this part? 

280.26 When may I resume activities? 
280.27 When may MMS cancel my permit? 
280.28 May I relinquish my permit? 

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

280.29 Will MMS monitor the environmental 
effects of my activity? 

280.30 What activities will not require envi-
ronmental analysis? 

280.31 Whom will MMS notify about envi-
ronmental issues? 

PENALTIES AND APPEALS 

280.32 What penalties may I be subject to? 
280.33 How can I appeal a penalty? 
280.34 How can I appeal an order or deci-

sion? 

Subpart D—Data Requirements 

GEOLOGICAL DATA AND INFORMATION 

280.40 When do I notify MMS that geologi-
cal data and information are available 
for submission, inspection, and selection? 

280.41 What types of geological data and in-
formation must I submit to MMS? 

280.42 When geological data and informa-
tion are obtained by a third party, what 
must we both do? 

GEOPHYSICAL DATA AND INFORMATION 

280.50 When do I notify MMS that geo-
physical data and information are avail-
able for submission, inspection, and se-
lection? 

280.51 What types of geophysical data and 
information must I submit to MMS? 

280.52 When geophysical data and informa-
tion are obtained by a third party, what 
must we both do? 

REIMBURSEMENT 

280.60 Which of my costs will be reim-
bursed? 

280.61 Which of my costs will not be reim-
bursed? 

PROTECTIONS 

280.70 What data and information will be 
protected from public disclosure? 

280.71 What is the timetable for release of 
data and information? 

280.72 What procedure will MMS follow to 
disclose acquired data and information 
to a contractor for reproduction, proc-
essing, and interpretation? 

280.73 Will MMS share data and information 
with coastal States? 

Subpart E—Information Collection 

280.80 Paperwork Reduction Act state-
ment—information collection. 

AUTHORITY: 43 U.S.C. 1331 et seq., 42 U.S.C. 
4332 et seq. 

SOURCE: 67 FR 46858, July 17, 2002, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General Information 

§ 280.1 What definitions apply to this 
part? 

Definitions in this part have the fol-
lowing meaning: 
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