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SUBCHAPTER A—AID OF CIVIL AUTHORITIES AND PUBLIC 
RELATIONS

PARTS 400–500 [RESERVED]

PART 501—EMPLOYMENT OF 
TROOPS IN AID OF CIVIL AU-
THORITIES

Sec.
501.1 Basic policies. 
501.2 Emergency. 
501.3 Command authority. 
501.4 Martial law. 
501.5 Protection of Federal property. 
501.6 End of commitment. 
501.7 Loan of military resources to civil au-

thorities.

AUTHORITY: Secs. 331, 332, 333, and 3012, 70A 
Stat. 15, 157; 10 U.S.C. 331, 332, 333, 3012.

SOURCE: 34 FR 14126, Sept. 6, 1969, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 501.1 Basic policies. 
(a) The protection of life and prop-

erty and the maintenance of law and 
order within the territorial jurisdiction 
of any State are the primary responsi-
bility of State and local civil authori-
ties. Generally, Federal Armed Forces 
are committed after State and local 
civil authorities have utilized all of 
their own forces and are unable to con-
trol the situation, or when the situa-
tion is beyond the capabilities of State 
or local civil authorities, or when 
State and local civil authorities will 
not take appropriate action. Commit-
ment of Federal Armed Forces will 
take place only— 

(1) Under the provisions of this part, 
and 

(2) When the Secretary of the Army, 
pursuant to the orders and policies of 
the Secretary of Defense and the Presi-
dent, has generally or specifically so 
ordered, except in cases of emergency 
(§ 501.2). 

(b) The Secretary of the Army has 
been designated as the Executive Agent 
for the Department of Defense in all 
matters pertaining to the planning for, 
and deployment and employment of 
military resources in the event of civil 
disturbances. The Department of the 
Army is responsible for coordinating 
the functions of all the Military Serv-

ices in this activity for the Executive 
Agent. The Secretaries of the other 
Military Services are responsible for 
providing such assistance as may be re-
quested by the Executive Agent. 

(c) Persons not normally subject to 
military law taken into custody by the 
military forces incident to the use of 
Armed Forces, as contemplated by this 
part, will be turned over, as soon as 
possible, to the civil authorities. The 
Army will not operate temporary con-
finement/detention facilities unless 
local facilities under the control of 
city, county, and State governments 
and the U.S. Department of Justice 
cannot accommodate the number of 
persons apprehended or detained. Fur-
ther, this authority may be exercised 
only in the event Federal Armed 
Forces have been committed under the 
provisions of this part and only with 
the prior approval of the Department 
of the Army. When the requirement ex-
ists for the Army to operate such fa-
cilities, the provisions of Army con-
finement regulations will apply to the 
maximum extent feasible under the 
circumstances. 

(d) Whenever military aid is re-
quested by civil authorities in the 
event of civil disturbances within the 
States of Alaska, or Hawaii, the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico, or U.S. pos-
sessions and territories, the com-
mander of the unified command con-
cerned coordinates the provision of 
such aid. 

(e) Units and members of the Army 
Reserve on active duty may be em-
ployed in civil disturbance operations 
in the same manner as active forces. 
Units and members of the Army Re-
serve may be ordered to active duty for 
this purpose by the President as pro-
vided by law. Members of the Army Re-
serve, with their consent, may be or-
dered to active duty for civil disturb-
ance operations under the provisions of 
10 U.S.C. 672.

§ 501.2 Emergency. 

(a) In cases of sudden and unexpected 
invasion or civil disturbance, including 
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