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group meetings and recommendations 
to the assisted agency shall be avail-
able to the public. The advisory group 
should monitor the progress of the 
project and become familiar with 
issues relevant to project development. 
In the event the assisted agency and 
the advisory group agree that the advi-
sory group will assume public partici-
pation responsibilities, the group 
should undertake those responsibilities 
promptly. The advisory group should 
make written recommendations di-
rectly to the assisted agency and to re-
sponsible decision-making officials on 
major decisions (including approval of 
the public participation program) and 
respond to any requests from the agen-
cy or decision-making officials for rec-
ommendations. The advisory group 
should remain aware of community at-
titudes and responses to issues as they 
arise. As part of this effort, the advi-
sory group may, within the limitations 
of available resources, conduct public 
participation activities in conjunction 
with the assisted agency; solicit out-
side advice; and establish, in conjunc-
tion with the assisted agency, sub-
committees, ad hoc groups, or task 
forces to investigate and develop rec-
ommendations on particular issues as 
they arise. The advisory group should 
undertake its responsibilities fully and 
promptly in accordance with the poli-
cies and requirements of this part. 
Nothing shall preclude the right of the 
advisory group from requesting EPA to 
perform an evaluation of the assisted 
agency’s compliance with the require-
ments of this part. 

(g) Training and assistance. EPA will 
promptly provide appropriate written 
guidance and project information to 
the newly formed advisory group and 
may provide advice and assistance to 
the group throughout the life of the 
project. EPA will develop and, in con-
junction with the State or assisted 
agency, carry out a program to provide 
a training session for the advisory 
group, and appropriate assisted agency 
representatives, promptly after the ad-
visory group is formed. The assisted 
agency shall provide additional needed 
information or assistance to the advi-
sory group. 

§ 25.8 Responsiveness summaries. 
Each agency which conducts any ac-

tivities required under this part shall 
prepare a Responsiveness Summary at 
specific decision points as specified in 
program regulations or in the approved 
public participation work plan. Re-
sponsiveness Summaries are also re-
quired for rulemaking activities under 
§ 25.10. Each Responsiveness Summary 
shall identify the public participation 
activity conducted; describe the mat-
ters on which the public was consulted; 
summarize the public’s views, signifi-
cant comments, criticisms and sugges-
tions; and set forth the agency’s spe-
cific responses in terms of modifica-
tions of the proposed action or an ex-
planation for rejection of proposals 
made by the public. Responsiveness 
Summaries prepared by agencies re-
ceiving EPA financial assistance shall 
also include evaluations by the agency 
of the effectiveness of the public par-
ticipation program. Assisted agencies 
shall request such evaluations from 
any advisory group and provide an op-
portunity for other participating mem-
bers of the public to contribute to the 
evaluation. (In the case of programs 
with multiple responsiveness summary 
requirements, these analyses need only 
be prepared and submitted with the 
final summary required.) Responsive-
ness summaries shall be forwarded to 
the appropriate decision-making offi-
cial and shall be made available to the 
public. Responsiveness Summaries 
shall be used as part of evaluations re-
quired under this part or elsewhere in 
this chapter. 

§ 25.9 Permit enforcement. 
Each agency administering a permit 

program shall develop internal proce-
dures for receiving evidence submitted 
by citizens about permit violations and 
ensuring that it is properly considered. 
Public effort in reporting violations 
shall be encouraged, and the agency 
shall make available information on 
reporting procedures. The agency shall 
investigate alleged violations prompt-
ly. 

§ 25.10 Rulemaking. 
(a) EPA shall invite and consider 

written comments on proposed and in-
terim regulations from any interested 
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