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the allocation of resource production 
to your lease or unit. Store these 
records in a place which make them 
conveniently available. 

§ 3277.12 What will BLM do if I do not 
comply with all BLM requirements? 

(a) We will issue you a written Inci-
dent of Noncompliance, directing you 
to take required corrective action 
within a specific time period. If the 
noncompliance continues or is serious 
in nature, BLM will take one or more 
of the following actions: 

(1) Enter the lease, and correct any 
deficiencies at your expense; 

(2) Collect all or part of your bond; 
(3) Order modification or shutdown of 

your operations; and 
(4) Take action against a lessee who 

is ultimately responsible for non-
compliance. 

(b) Noncompliance may result in 
BLM canceling your lease. See 43 CFR 
3213.23 through 3213.25. 

Subpart 3278—Confidential, 
Proprietary Information 

§ 3278.10 Will BLM disclose informa-
tion I submit under these regula-
tions? 

All Federal and Indian data and in-
formation submitted to the BLM are 
subject to part 2 of this title. Part 2 in-
cludes the regulations of the Depart-
ment of the Interior covering public 
disclosure of data and information con-
tained in Department of Interior 
records. Certain mineral information 
not protected from disclosure under 
part 2 may be made available for in-
spection without a Freedom of Infor-
mation Act (FOIA) request. Examples 
of information we will not treat infor-
mation as confidential include: 

(a) Facility location; 
(b) Facility generation capacity; or 
(c) To whom you are selling elec-

tricity or produced resources. 

§ 3278.11 When I submit confidential, 
proprietary information, how can I 
help ensure it is not available to the 
public? 

When you submit data and informa-
tion that you believe to be exempt 
from disclosure by 43 CFR part 2, you 
must clearly mark each page that you 

believe contains confidential informa-
tion. BLM will keep all data and infor-
mation confidential to the extent al-
lowed by 43 CFR 2.13(c). 

§ 3278.12 How long will information I 
give BLM remain confidential or 
proprietary? 

The FOIA does not provide a finite 
period of time for which information 
may be exempt from disclosure to pub-
lic. Each situation will need to be re-
viewed individually and in accordance 
with guidance provided by 43 CFR part 
2. 

Subpart 3279—Utilization Relief 
and Appeals 

§ 3279.10 May I request a variance 
from any BLM requirements? 

(a) Yes, you may request a variance 
regarding your approved utilization op-
erations from the requirements of 43 
CFR 3200.4. Your request must include 
enough information to explain: 

(1) Why you cannot comply; and 
(2) Why you need the variance to op-

erate your facility, conserve natural 
resources, protect public health and 
safety, property, or the environment. 

(b) We may approve your request ver-
bally or in writing. If we give you a 
verbal approval, we will follow up with 
written confirmation. 

§ 3279.11 How may I appeal a BLM de-
cision regarding my utilization op-
erations? 

You may appeal our decision regard-
ing your utilization operations in ac-
cordance with 43 CFR 3200.5. 

PART 3280—GEOTHERMAL RE-
SOURCES UNIT AGREEMENTS: 
UNPROVEN AREAS 

NOTE: Many existing unit agreements spe-
cifically refer to the United States Geologi-
cal Survey, USGS, Minerals Management 
Service, MMS, Supervisor, Conservation 
Manager, Deputy Conservation Manager, 
Minerals Manager and Deputy Minerals Man-
ager in the body of the agreements, as well 
as reference to title 30 CFR part 270 or spe-
cific sections thereof. Those references must 
now be read in the context of the provisions 
of Secretarial Order 3087 and now mean the 
Bureau of Land Management or the Minerals 
Management Service as appropriate. 
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43 CFR Ch. II (10–1–04 Edition) § 3280.0–1 

Subpart 3280—Geothermal Resources Unit 
Agreements: General 

Sec. 
3280.0–1 Purpose. 
3280.0–2 Policy. 
3280.0–3 Authority. 
3280.0–5 Definitions. 

Subpart 3281—Application for Unit 
Agreement 

3281.1 Preliminary consideration of agree-
ments. 

3281.2 Designation of area. 
3281.3 Parties to unit or cooperative agree-

ment. 
3281.4 State land. 

Subpart 3282—Qualification of Unit 
Operator 

3282.1 Qualifications of unit operator. 

Subpart 3283—Filing and Approval of 
Documents 

3283.1 Filing of documents and number of 
counterparts. 

3283.2 Executed agreement. 
3283.2–1 Approval of executed agreement. 
3283.2–2 Review of executed agreement. 
3283.3 Participating area. 
3283.4 Plan of development. 
3283.5 Return of approved documents. 

Subpart 3284 [Reserved] 

Subpart 3285—Appeals 

3285.1 Appeals. 

Subpart 3286—Model Forms 

3286.1 Model unit agreement: Unproven 
areas. 

3286.1–1 Model Exhibit ‘‘A’’. 
3286.1–2 Model Exhibit ‘‘B’’. 
3286.2 Model unit bond. 
3286.3 Model designation of successor oper-

ator. 
3286.4 Model change of operator by assign-

ment. 

AUTHORITY: Geothermal Steam Act of 1970, 
as amended (30 U.S.C. 1001–1025). 

SOURCE: 38 FR 35073, Dec. 21, 1973, unless 
otherwise noted. Redesignated at 48 FR 44792, 
Sept. 30, 1983. 

Subpart 3280—Geothermal Re-
sources Unit Agreements: 
General 

§ 3280.0–1 Purpose. 

The regulations in this part prescribe 
the procedure to be followed and the 
requirements to be met by holders of 
Federal geothermal leases and their 
representatives who wish to unite with 
each other, or jointly or separately 
with others, in collectively adopting 
and operating under a cooperative or 
unit plan for the development of any 
geothermal resources pool, field or like 
area, or any part thereof. 

[48 FR 44792, Sept. 30, 1983] 

§ 3280.0–2 Policy. 

Cooperative or unit agreements for 
the development of any geothermal re-
sources pool, field or like area, or any 
part thereof, may be initiated by les-
sees, or where such agreements are 
deemed necessary in the interest of 
conserving natural resources, they may 
be required by the Director. 

[48 FR 44792, Sept. 30, 1983] 

§ 3280.0–3 Authority. 

These regulations are issued under 
the authority of the Geothermal Steam 
Act of 1970, as amended (30 U.S.C. 1001– 
1025) and Order Number 3087, dated De-
cember 3, 1982, as amended February 7, 
1983 (48 FR 8983), under which the Sec-
retary consolidated and transferred the 
onshore minerals management func-
tions of the Department, except min-
eral revenue functions and the leasing 
of restricted Indian lands, to the Bu-
reau of Land Management. 

[48 FR 44792, Sept. 30, 1983] 

§ 3280.0–5 Definitions. 

The following terms, as used in this 
part or in any agreement approved 
under the regulations in this part, 
shall have the meanings here indicated 
unless otherwise defined in such agree-
ment: 

(a) Unit agreement. An agreement or 
plan of development and operation for 
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