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certification plate and must be in ac-
cordance with § 178.3 of this subchapter. 
The letters and numerals must not be 
less than 3 mm (0.118 inches) high when 
on the metal certification plate, and 12 
mm (0.47 inches) high when on the 
portable tank, except that a portable 
tank manufactured under a previously 
authorized specification may continue 
to be marked with smaller markings if 
originally authorized under that speci-
fication (for example, DOT Specifica-
tion 57 portable tanks). 

(l) Record retention. The owner of each 
portable tank or his authorized agent 
shall retain a written record of the 
date and results of all required inspec-
tions and tests, including an ASME 
manufacturer’s date report, if applica-
ble, and the name and address of the 
person performing the inspection or 
test, in accordance with the applicable 
specification. The manufacturer’s data 
report, including a certificate(s) signed 
by the manufacturer, and the author-
ized design approval agency, as appli-
cable, indicating compliance with the 
applicable specification of the portable 
tank, must be retained in the files of 
the owner, or his authorized agent, 
during the time that such portable 
tank is used for such service, except for 
Specifications 56 and 57 portable tanks. 

[Amdt. 180–2, 54 FR 25032, June 12, 1989, as 
amended at 67 FR 15744, Apr. 3, 2002; 68 FR 
45042, July 31, 2003] 

APPENDIX A TO PART 180—INTERNAL 
SELF-CLOSING STOP VALVE EMER-
GENCY CLOSURE TEST FOR LIQUEFIED 
COMPRESSED GASES 

1. In performing this test, all internal self- 
closing stop valves must be opened. Each 
emergency discharge control remote actu-
ator (on-truck and off-truck) must be oper-
ated to ensure that each internal self-closing 
stop valve’s lever, piston, or other valve indi-
cator has moved to the closed position. 

2. On pump-actuated pressure differential 
internal valves, the three-way toggle valve 
handle or its cable attachment must be acti-
vated to verify that the toggle handle moves 
to the closed position. 

[64 FR 28052, May 24, 1999, as amended at 67 
FR 15744, Apr. 3, 2002] 

APPENDIX B TO PART 180—ACCEPTABLE 
INTERNAL SELF-CLOSING STOP 
VALVE LEAKAGE TESTS FOR CARGO 
TANKS TRANSPORTING LIQUEFIED 
COMPRESSED GASES 

For internal self-closing stop valve leakage 
testing, leakage is defined as any leakage 
through the internal self-closing valve or to 
the atmosphere that is detectable when the 
valve is in the closed position. On some 
valves this will require the closure of the 
pressure by-pass port. 

(a) Meter Creep Test. 

1. An operator of a cargo tank equipped 
with a calibrated meter may check the inter-
nal self-closing stop valve for leakage 
through the valve seat using the meter as a 
flow measurement indicator. The test is ini-
tiated by starting the delivery process or re-
turning product to the cargo tank through 
the delivery system. This may be performed 
at an idle. After the flow is established, the 
operator closes the internal self-closing stop 
valve and monitors the meter flow. The 
meter flow must stop within 30 seconds with 
no meter creep within 5 seconds after the 
meter stops. 

2. On pump-actuated pressure differential 
internal self-closing stop valves, the valve 
must be closed with the remote actuator to 
assure that it is functioning. On other types 
of internal self-closing stop valves, the 
valve(s) may be closed using either the nor-
mal valve control or the discharge control 
system (e.g., remote). 

3. Rejection criteria: Any detectable meter 
creep within the first five seconds after ini-
tial meter stoppage. 

(b) Internal Self-Closing Stop Valve Test. 

An operator of a cargo tank that is not 
equipped with a meter may check the inter-
nal self-closing stop valve(s) for leakage as 
follows: 

1. The internal self-closing stop valve must 
be in the closed position. 

2. All of the material in the downstream 
piping must be evacuated, and the piping 
must be returned to atmospheric tempera-
ture and pressure. 

3. The outlet must be monitored for 30 sec-
onds for detectable leakage. 

4. Rejection criteria. Any detectable leak-
age is considered unacceptable. 

[64 FR 28052, May 24, 1999] 
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