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applicant at his or her expense after 
the specimens have served their in-
tended purpose. The Commissioner, 
upon a finding of good cause, may re-
quire that certain specimens be re-
tained in the Office for indefinite peri-
ods of time. Specimens which are not 
returned or not retained as provided 
above shall be destroyed.

§ 97.9 Drawings and photographs. 

(a) Drawings or photographs sub-
mitted with an application shall dis-
close the distinctive characteristics of 
the variety. 

(b) Drawings or photographs shall be 
in color when color is a distinguishing 
characteristic of the variety, and the 
color shall be described by use of Nick-
erson’s or other recognized color chart. 

(c) Drawings should be sent flat, or 
may be sent in a suitable mailing tube, 
in accordance with instructions fur-
nished by the Commissioner. 

(d) Drawings or photographs sub-
mitted with an application shall be re-
tained by the Office as part of the ap-
plication file.

§ 97.10 Parts of an application to be 
filed together. 

All parts of an application, including 
exhibits, should be submitted to the Of-
fice together, otherwise, each part 
shall be accurately and clearly ref-
erenced to the application.

§ 97.11 Application accepted and filed 
when received. 

(a) An application, if materially com-
plete when initially submitted, shall be 
accepted and filed to await examina-
tion. 

(b) If any part of an application is so 
incomplete, or so defective that it can-
not be handled as a completed applica-
tion for examination, as determined by 
the Commissioner, the applicant will 
be notified. The application will be 
held a maximum of 3 months for com-
pletion. Applications not completed at 
the end of the prescribed period will be 
considered abandoned. The application 
fee in such cases will not be refunded. 

[58 FR 42435, Aug. 9, 1993, as amended at 60 
FR 17189, Apr. 4, 1995]

§ 97.12 Number and filing date of an 
application. 

(a) Applications shall be numbered 
and dated in sequence in the order re-
ceived in the Office. Applicants will be 
informed in writing as soon as prac-
ticable of the number and effective fil-
ing date of the application. 

(b) An applicant may claim the ben-
efit of the filing date of a prior foreign 
application in accordance with section 
55 of the Act. A certified copy of the 
foreign application shall be filed upon 
request made by the examiner. If a for-
eign application is not in the English 
language, an English translation, cer-
tified as accurate by a sworn or official 
translator, shall be submitted with the 
application.

§ 97.13 When the owner is deceased or 
legally incapacitated. 

In case of the death of the owner or 
if the owner is legally incapacitated, 
the legal representative (executor, ad-
ministrator, or guardian) or heir or as-
signee of the deceased owner may sign 
as the applicant. If an applicant dies 
between the filing of his or her applica-
tion and the granting of a certificate 
thereon, the certificate may be issued 
to the legal representative, heir, or as-
signee, upon proper intervention.

§ 97.14 Joint applicants. 
(a) Joint owners shall file a joint ap-

plication by signing as joint appli-
cants. 

(b) If an application for certificate is 
made by two or more persons as joint 
owners, when they were not in fact 
joint owners, the application shall be 
amended prior to issuance of a certifi-
cate by filing a corrected application, 
together with a written explanation 
signed by the original applicants. Such 
statement shall also be signed by the 
assignee, if any. 

(c) If an application has been made 
by less than all the actual joint own-
ers, the application shall be amended 
by filing a corrected application, to-
gether with a written explanation, 
signed by all of the joint owners. Such 
statement shall also be signed by the 
assignee, if any. 

(d) If a joint owner refuses to join in 
an application or cannot be found after 
diligent effort, the remaining owner 
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