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(1) Maintain and improve private 
grazing land resources that provide 
multiple benefits; 

(2) Ensure the long-term sustain-
ability of private grazing land re-
sources; 

(3) Implement new grazing land man-
agement technologies; 

(4) Manage resources on private graz-
ing land through conservation plan-
ning, including, but not limited to; 
grazing management, nutrient manage-
ment, and weed and invasive species 
control; 

(5) Maintain and improve water qual-
ity and quantity, aquatic and wildlife 
habitat, recreational opportunities, 
and aesthetics on private grazing land; 

(6) Harvest, process, and market pri-
vate grazing land resources; and 

(7) Identify opportunities to diversify 
private grazing land enterprises. 

(b) Refer to 7 CFR 610.4 on other 
items relating to technical assistance. 

(c) To receive technical assistance, a 
landowner or manager may contact 
NRCS or the local conservation district 
to seek assistance to solve identified 
natural resource problems or opportu-
nities. Participation in this program is 
voluntary.
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Subpart A—General
§ 611.1 Purpose and scope. 

(a) This part sets forth policy on soil 
survey operations of the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service (NRCS). 

(b) NRCS is responsible for soil sur-
vey activities of the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA). A soil survey 
provides (1) an orderly, on-the-ground, 
scientific inventory of soil resources 
according to their potentialities and 
problems of use, and (2) information 
about each kind of soil in sufficient de-
tail to meet all reasonable needs of 
farmers, agricultural technicians, com-
munity planners, engineers, and sci-
entists in planning and transferring 
the findings of research and experience 
to specific land areas.

§ 611.2 Cooperative relationships. 
(a) Soil surveys on nonfederal lands 

are carried out cooperatively with 
state agricultural experiment stations 
and other state agencies. The coopera-
tive effort is evidenced in a memo-
randum of understanding setting forth 
guidelines for actions to be taken by 
each cooperating party in the perform-
ance of soil surveys. Similar coopera-
tive arrangements exist between NRCS 
and other federal agencies for soil sur-
veys on federal lands. 

(b) Arrangements for nonfederal fi-
nancial participation in the cost of soil 
surveys may be made with states, 
counties, soil conservation districts, 
planning agencies, and other local 
groups.

Subpart B—Soil Survey Operations
§ 611.10 Standards, guidelines, and 

plans. 
(a) NRCS conducts soil surveys under 

national standards and guidelines for 
naming, classifying, and interpreting 
soils and for publishing soil surveys in 
the USDA series. 

(b) A soil survey work plan of a coun-
ty or area of similar size that is to be 
completed for publication is prepared 
prior to the start of each soil survey. 
The work plan provides information 
relevant to the conduct and publica-
tion of the soil survey. The plan is 
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