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Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA § 91.17

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 91.14, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and on GPO Access.

§ 91.15 Inspection of animals for ex-
port. 

(a) All animals offered for expor-
tation to any foreign country, except 
by land to Mexico or Canada, shall be 
inspected within 24 hours of embar-
kation by an APHIS veterinarian at an 
export inspection facility at a port des-
ignated in § 91.14(a), or at a port or in-
spection facility designated by the Ad-
ministrator in a special case under 
§ 91.14(b). 

(b) Such animals shall be held for a 
period of not less than 5 hours at the 
port of embarkation or export inspec-
tion facility during which time the ani-
mals shall be given a careful visual 
health inspection. Sorting, grouping, 
identification, or other handling of the 
animals by the exporter may be before 
or after this period of time. If indi-
vidual clinical inspection of an animal 
is deemed necessary by an APHIS vet-
erinarian for the purpose of deter-
mining its health status, such inspec-
tion may be made during this period of 
time or thereafter. 

(c) Feed and water. All animals shall 
be allowed a period of at least 5 hours 
for rest at the export inspection facil-
ity, with adequate feed and water 
available, before movement to an 
ocean vessel or aircraft for loading for 
export. (This may be the same period 
required by paragraph (b) for health in-
spection.) However, feed and water will 
not be required if the animals were 
transported to the export inspection fa-
cility in a carrier in which adequate 
feed and water were provided and if suf-
ficient evidence is presented to an 
APHIS veterinarian that the animals, 
if under 30 days of age, will arrive in 
the country of destination within 24 
hours after they were last fed and wa-
tered, in the United States, or in the 
case of other animals within 36 hours 
after they were last fed and watered in 
the United States 

[42 FR 28990, June 7, 1977, as amended at 44 
FR 28299, May 15, 1979. Redesignated at 45 FR 
86413, Dec. 31, 1980, and amended at 57 FR 
23048, June 1, 1992; 60 FR 4536, Jan. 24, 1995; 60 
FR 9611, Feb. 21, 1995]

§ 91.16 Certification of animals for ex-
port. 

If, upon inspection by an APHIS vet-
erinarian at the export inspection fa-
cility, the animals offered for export 
are found to be sound, healthy, and free 
from evidence of communicable disease 
or exposure thereto, an export certifi-
cate, VS Form 17–37, shall be issued by 
said APHIS veterinarian and shall con-
tain a statement to that effect. 

[42 FR 28990, June 7, 1977. Redesignated at 45 
FR 86413, Dec. 31, 1980, as amended at 57 FR 
23047, 23048, June 1, 1992]

Subpart D—Inspection of Vessels 
and Accommodations

§ 91.17 Accommodations for humane 
treatment of animals on ocean ves-
sels. 

(a) The owner or operator of an ocean 
vessel carrying animals from the 
United States to a foreign country 
shall provide, for such animals, feed 
and water, space, ventilation, fittings, 
and other facilities aboard the carrier 
as set forth in this part. For animals 
embarked for a voyage which will be of 
more than 36 hours duration, there 
shall be provided to the satisfaction of 
the inspector sufficient amounts of 
suitable feed and fresh water, and prop-
er accommodations shall be provided 
on board for storage and distribution of 
the water and feed. The feed shall not 
be exposed to the weather at sea. How-
ever, such feed and water shall not be 
required if it is determined by the 
APHIS veterinarian that the animals, 
if under 30 days of age will arrive in the 
country of destination within 24 hours 
after they were last fed and watered in 
the United States, or, in the case of 
other animals, within 36 hours after 
they were last fed and watered in the 
United States. 

(b) Owners masters, or operators of 
such vessels shall not accept for trans-
portation any animal that in the judg-
ment of the APHIS veterinarian is in 
an unfit condition to withstand the rig-
ors of such transportation. Further, no 
animal intended for export shall be 
placed aboard any ocean vessel, unless 
in the opinion of the inspector the 
loading arrangements, fittings, ven-
tilation systems, and the arrangements 
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9 CFR Ch. I (1–1–04 Edition)§ 91.18

7Due to the extreme caustic nature of so-
dium hydroxide solution, precautionary 
measures such as the wearing of rubber 
gloves, boots, raincoat, and goggles should 
be observed. An acid solution such as vinegar 
shall be kept readily available in case any of 
the sodium hydroxide solution should come 
in contact with the body.

provided by the vessel for their use rea-
sonably assure arrival of a viable ani-
mal in the country of destination. 
Halters, ropes, or other suitable equip-
ment provided for the handling and 
tying of horses shall be found to be sat-
isfactory by the APHIS veterinarian to 
assure humane treatment of the ani-
mals. 

[42 FR 28990, June 7, 1977. Redesignated at 45 
FR 86413, Dec. 31, 1980, as amended at 57 FR 
23047, June 1, 1992]

§ 91.18 Cleaning and disinfection of 
transport carriers for export. 

All fittings, utensils and equipment, 
unless new, to be used in the loading, 
stowing, or other handling of animals 
aboard surface vessels under the provi-
sions of this part, shall first be cleaned 
and disinfected under the supervision 
of an inspector before being used for, or 
in connection with, the transportation 
of animals from any United States 
port. Such disinfection of halters, 
ropes, and similar equipment used in 
handling and tying of animals shall be 
by immersion in an approved disinfect-
ant. When the surface vessel has last 
been used to carry livestock to or from 
a foot-and-mouth disease infected 
country, the approved disinfectant 
shall be a freshly prepared solution of: 

(a) Sodium carbonate (4 percent) in 
the proportion of 1 pound to 3 gallons 
of water. 

(b) 4 percent sodium carbonate plus 
0.1 percent sodium silicate. 

(c) Sodium hydroxide (Lye) prepared 
in a fresh solution in the proportion of 
not less than 1 pound avoirdupois of so-
dium hydroxide of not less than 95 per-
cent purity to 6 gallons of water, or 
one 131⁄2-ounce can to 5 gallons of 
water.7

For carriers returning from other for-
eign countries, the approved disinfect-
ant shall be a disinfectant permitted 

for use under § 71.10, part 71 of this 
chapter. 

[42 FR 28990, June 7, 1977. Redesignated and 
amended at 45 FR 86413, Dec. 31, 1980; 53 FR 
51746, Dec. 23, 1988]

§ 91.19 Inspection of ocean vessels 
prior to loading. 

It shall be the responsibility of the 
owners or the masters of an ocean ves-
sel intended for use in exporting live-
stock to present the vessel to an in-
spector at a United States port of em-
barkation or at the descretion of the 
Administrator, upon request of the ex-
porter, transporting company, or their 
agent, at a foreign port, for an inspec-
tion to determine if the fittings aboard 
the vessel are in compliance with the 
provisions of this part. A notarized 
statement from an engineering concern 
shall be required to certify to the rate 
of air exchange in each compartment. 
Such notarized statement shall be re-
quired upon first use of such vessel: 
Provided, That such notarized state-
ment may again be required by the Ad-
ministrator if substantive changes in 
fittings aboard the vessel have been 
made since the vessel was last cer-
tified. 

[42 FR 28990, June 7, 1977. Redesignated at 45 
FR 86413, Dec. 31, 1980, and amended at 57 FR 
23047, 23048, June 1, 1992]

§ 91.20 General construction. 

A variety of construction materials 
such as wood, metal plate, or pipe may 
be used for stalls, crates, or pens 
aboard ocean vessels. Pipe fittings 
have the advantage of smooth surfaces, 
easy maintenance, long range economy 
and spaces between pipe rails to allow 
for feeding, watering, cleaning and bet-
ter ventilation. Material used for 
stalls, crates, or pens shall be properly 
formed, closely fitted, and rigidly se-
cured in place. Special care shall be 
taken to design and finish all edges, 
welds, and hardware that are accessible 
to animals. A combination of wood and 
steel pipe or other steel profile con-
struction may be accepted if the con-
struction complies with the regula-
tions in this part. Where the sides of 
pens are adjacent to the ship’s sides 
which have steel casing, frames, stays 
or similar fittings, the carrier shall 
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