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PART 1210—DEVELOPMENT WORK 
FOR INDUSTRY IN NASA WIND 
TUNNELS 

Sec. 
1210.1 Introduction. 
1210.2 General classes of work. 
1210.3 Priorities and schedules. 
1210.4 Company projects. 
1210.5 Government projects. 
1210.6 Test preparation and conduct. 

AUTHORITY: 50 U.S.C. 511–515, 42 U.S.C. 
2473(c)(5) and (6). 

SOURCE: 51 FR 34083, Sept. 25, 1986, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 1210.1 Introduction. 
(a) Authority. The regulations, as 

they apply to the Unitary Wind Tunnel 
Plan facilities, are promulgated under 
authority of the Unitary Wind Tunnel 
Plan Act of 1949, as amended, codified 
at 50 U.S.C. 511–515. This statute states 
‘‘The facilities authorized * * * shall be 
operated and staffed by the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration 
but shall be available primarily indus-
try for testing experimental models in 
connection with the development of 
aircraft and missiles. Such tests shall 
be scheduled and conducted in accord-
ance with industry’s requirements, and 
allocation of laboratory time shall be 
made in accordance with the public in-
terest, with proper emphasis upon the 
requirements of each military service 
and due consideration of civilian 
needs.’’ 

(b) Unitary wind tunnel plan facilities. 
The unitary wind tunnel plan facilities 
are the Ames Research Center 11- by 
11-foot wind tunnel, 9- by 7-foot wind 
tunnel, and 8- by 7-foot wind tunnel; 
the Langley Research Center 4- by 4- 
foot high Mach number test section 
and the 4- by 4-foot low Mach number 
test section; and the Lewis Research 
Center 10- by 10-foot wind tunnel. 
These wind tunnels are operated by 
NASA for industry, NASA, the Depart-
ment of Defense, and other Govern-
ment agency projects. 

(c) National aeronautical facilities. The 
national aeronautical facilities include 
the National Transonic Facility (NTF) 
at Langley Research Center and the 
National Full-Scale Aerodynamic Com-
plex, consisting of the 40- by 80-foot 
and the 80- by 120-foot wind tunnels and 

related support facilities at Ames Re-
search Center. These facilities are op-
erated by NASA for industry, NASA, 
the Department of Defense, and other 
Government agency projects. 

(d) All other wind tunnels. All other 
NASA wind tunnels will be used pri-
marily for NASA research. However, 
all of these wind tunnels may be used 
for industry work when it is in the pub-
lic interest either in joint programs 
with NASA or on a fee basis. 

(e) NASA policy. All the projects to be 
performed in any of the NASA wind 
tunnels must be appropriate to the fa-
cility. 

§ 1210.2 General classes of work. 
(a) Company projects. Includes work 

for industry on: 
(1) Projects which are neither under 

contract nor supported by a letter of 
intent from a Government agency; and 

(2) Company desired tests which are 
related to a project which is either 
under contract with or supported by a 
letter of intent from a Government 
agency, but are beyond the scope of the 
tests requested by the Government 
agency. 

(3) A fee will be charged for company 
projects. 

(b) Government projects. Includes work 
for industry on projects which are ei-
ther under contract with or supported 
by a letter of intent from a Govern-
ment agency. The work must be re-
quested by the Government agency. No 
fee will be charged for Government 
projects. 

(c) United States/foreign industry con-
sortium projects. This involves U.S. com-
panies, which have formed a consor-
tium or any other type of association 
with foreign companies, that desire 
tests on aerospace projects of joint or 
foreign interest. An application for 
work for such a consortium shall dis-
close the foreign interest in or antici-
pated foreign benefit from tests to be 
conducted and shall first be reviewed 
by the Director, International Affairs 
Division, for consistency with current 
U.S. foreign policy and for compat-
ibility with section 102 of the National 
Aeronautics and Space Act of 1958, as 
amended, prior to a final decision being 
reached on the application. A fee will 
be charged for these consortium 
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projects unless, in these review proce-
dures, it is determined that Govern-
ment agency cooperative sponsorship 
warrants a non-fee arrangement. 

(d) Foreign company projects. Foreign 
company requests for wind tunnel use 
that are not related to U.S. Govern-
ment or U.S. industry interests or pro-
grams will generally not be granted 
and will in no event be granted prior to 
a review, as required in paragraph (c) 
of this section, by the Director, Inter-
national Affairs Division. 

§ 1210.3 Priorities and schedules. 
(a) Priorities. Unitary wind tunnels 

shall be available primarily to industry 
for development work. However, allo-
cations of wind tunnel time shall be in 
accordance with the public interests, 
with due consideration to the require-
ments of the military services, civilian 
needs, and NASA research. Research 
work shall have priority in all other 
NASA facilities. 

(b) Schedules. Schedules showing the 
allocation of testing time for Govern-
ment projects and for company 
projects for unitary wind tunnels and 
other major wind tunnels will be estab-
lished by the appropriate center. 

§ 1210.4 Company projects. 
(a) Initiation of company projects. 

Company projects will be initiated by a 
letter to the Center Director followed 
by a conference between company and 
NASA representatives at the center 
having responsibility for the facility 
proposed for the project. The company 
representatives will be required to ex-
plain the technical need for the project 
and why the NASA facility is required, 
as well as to define the extent of the 
test program, model and equipment re-
quirements, and schedule. The center 
shall maintain a file of all company re-
quests and their disposition. The com-
pany will be required to provide a Safe-
ty Analysis Report (SAR) describing 
potential hazards that the company 
test program, model, and equipment 
may present to NASA facilities and 
personnel, and other documentation re-
quired by the facility management to 
assure that safety requirements are 
met. 

(b) Scheduling of tests. In scheduling 
time for company projects, the respon-

sible NASA center will consider the 
merits of all projects, including gov-
ernment, company, and NASA research 
work relative to the national interest 
and priorities specified in § 1210.3. 
Every reasonable attempt will be made 
to accommodate technically justifiable 
projects on as timely a basis as pos-
sible. 

(c) Fees for company projects. The pol-
icy on charges for the use of NASA fa-
cilities is explained in NASA Manage-
ment Instruction 9080.1, ‘‘Review, Ap-
proval, and Imposition of User 
Charges.’’ The fee imposed for a com-
pany project will cover all direct and 
indirect costs to NASA for the wind 
tunnel test. 

(1) Occupancy time charge. (i) The oc-
cupancy time will be computed from 
the start of installation of the test ar-
ticle in the wind tunnel test section 
through the time that the test article 
is removed from the test section and 
the test section is restored to its origi-
nal condition. 

(ii) The occupancy time rate will be 
determined in accordance with NASA 
Management Instruction 9080.1. 

(2) Energy/Fuel. The charge for en-
ergy/fuel will be determined from the 
energy/fuel consumed during the tests 
and the actual cost to NASA. 

(3) Data reduction. The cost of data 
reduction and the data report will in-
clude labor, materials, computational 
costs, and appropriate indirect charges 
in accordance with NASA Management 
Instruction 9080.1. 

(4) Cancellation of scheduled wind tun-
nel time. Upon determination of a test 
schedule by the representatives of the 
company and of NASA, it becomes the 
responsibility of the company to meet 
this schedule. A project may be can-
celled by the company without charge 
on 60 days’ notice if succeeding 
projects are ready for testing and can 
be moved into the company’s pre-
viously scheduled time. In the event 
subsequently scheduled work cannot be 
scheduled in lieu of the company’s 
work, when cancelled with less than 60 
days’ notice, the company shall be re-
quired to pay the occupancy time 
charge for the scheduled test period or 
for the period the facility test section 
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is idle due to the cancellation, which-
ever results in the smaller charge. Cur-
tailment of a project underway before 
the end of the scheduled test period 
may be made by the company. In this 
event, the company shall be required to 
pay the occupancy charge for the time 
used plus the unused scheduled time or 
for the idle time of the test section, 
whichever is the smaller. 

(5) High-power requirements. Unavail-
ability of adequate power or economic 
considerations may, on occasion, cause 
delay or cancellation of high-powered 
test runs. The company shall cooperate 
with the facility staff in the scheduling 
of low-powered runs during periods 
when large blocks of power are unavail-
able. However, should rescheduling of 
test runs to accommodate power short-
ages be impractical, occupancy time 
charge credits will be made for time 
lost arising from such shortages. The 
basis for these credits, which will also 
be made for delays due to breakdown or 
malfunction of Government-furnished 
equipment or instrumentation, or due 
to other reasons beyond the control of 
the company, will be determined by 
each center. For example, the test pe-
riod allotted for the program may be 
extended to offset delays in lieu of a re-
fund. 

(d) Test data transmittal. The basic 
data for company projects will be 
transmitted to the requesting company 
without detailed analysis but with the 
necessary description of methods and 
techniques employed to permit proper 
interpretation of the data. 

(e) Proprietary rights. In order to pro-
tect the trade secrets of companies, 
NASA will generate one set of final re-
sults, which will become the property 
of the company and be promptly trans-
mitted to the company. If, subse-
quently, there is need to review the re-
sults, it will be the responsibility of 
the company to provide the NASA cen-
ter with copies of the resulting data. 
Upon completion of the review, the 
data will be returned to the company. 
Should the company desire to maintain 
its trade secret rights in the data dur-
ing the loan period, it should mark the 
data with a notice stating that the 
data shall not be used or disclosed 
other than for review purposes without 
prior written permission of the com-

pany. NASA, in turn, will protect that 
data covered by the notice which is 
protected under the law as a trade se-
cret. 

(f) Test preparation and conduct. See 
§ 1210.6. 

§ 1210.5 Government projects. 

(a) Initiation of Government projects. 
Government projects shall be initiated 
through a conference of representatives 
from the contracted company, the 
sponsoring Government agency, and 
the staff of the NASA center having re-
sponsibility for the facility proposed 
for the project. The purpose of the con-
ference will be to establish the tech-
nical basis for the project and why the 
NASA facility is required as well as to 
define the extent of the test program, 
model and instrumentation require-
ments, and schedule. Upon concurrence 
of the NASA staff, the sponsoring Gov-
ernment agency will submit a letter of 
request to the Center Director. A Safe-
ty Analysis Report (SAR) will be re-
quired, describing the potential haz-
ards that the project test program, 
model, and equipment may present to 
NASA facilities and personnel, as well 
as other documentation required by 
the facility management to assure that 
safety requirements have been met. 

(b) Scheduling of tests. In scheduling 
time for Government projects, the re-
sponsible NASA center will consider 
the merits of all projects, including 
Government, company, and NASA re-
search work relative to the national in-
terest and priorities specified in 
§ 1210.3. Every reasonable attempt will 
be made to accommodate technically 
justifiable projects on a timely basis. 

(c) Test data transmittal. The basic 
data for Government projects, without 
detailed analysis but with the nec-
essary description of methods and tech-
niques employed to permit the proper 
interpretation of the data, will be 
transmitted to the company for whom 
the tests were made and to the spon-
soring Government agency. Further 
disclosure by NASA of the test results 
will be made only with the prior con-
currence of the sponsoring Government 
agency. 
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§ 1210.6 Test preparation and conduct. 
(a) Programming by user. The user will 

be given the greatest possible freedom 
within the objectives of the scheduled 
program to obtain the quality and 
quantity of information desired, to de-
termine the sequence and number of 
test runs to be made, and to make 
modifications to the program arising 
from the results obtained, subject to 
requirements of safety, energy con-
servation, practicability, and the total 
time assigned. 

(b) Model systems criteria. Information 
will be furnished for each facility on 
the permissible size of model, standard 
balances, safety margins to be used in 
the design of models, model mounting 
details, and other pertinent factors. All 
model systems criteria required by the 
facility for safety consideration includ-
ing the necessary drawings and stress 
analyses of the articles to be tested 
will be furnished at a time specified by 
the facility staff for their use in pre-
paring for the test. 

(c) Instrumentation. Each facility will 
provide basic instrumentation suitable 
for the test range of the respective fa-
cility and computing equipment for the 
reduction of test data. If the basic in-
strumentation furnished by the facility 
does not meet these test requirements, 
the user will provide suitable instru-
mentation which will be calibrated by 
the facility staff to ensure accuracy of 
measurement. This Instrumentation 
will be made available sufficiently in 
advance of the test date to accomplish 
the calibration. Serious delays arising 
from inaccuracies in user supplied in-
strumentation, if occurring during the 
scheduled test period, may result in re-
assignment of the position of the tests 
on the facility schedule. Detailed speci-
fications and arrangements for special 
instrumentation will be established by 
mutual agreement. The user will be re-
quired to furnish all information nec-
essary to prepare the data reduction 
software program at a date specified by 
the facility staff. 

(d) Test program. All tests will be con-
ducted under NASA supervision and by 
NASA personnel or by NASA support 
service contractor personnel unless ap-
proved otherwise by the facility man-
ager. The test program shall be ap-
proved by NASA personnel before the 

test project is accepted. By agreement 
between the user (company representa-
tives or the requesting agency) and the 
center staff, changes in the test pro-
gram may be made within the objec-
tives of the scheduled program if time 
is available. When tests are not totally 
conducted by NASA personnel or by 
NASA support service contractor per-
sonnel, the NASA Field Installation 
Safety Officer shall verify that the user 
personnel are fully cognizant of facil-
ity safety problems and operations. A 
current SAR on the facility shall be 
available to the user personnel for re-
view. 

(e) Test data. The NASA staff will be 
responsible for obtaining all test data, 
its reduction to suitable coefficient 
form, and the accuracy of the final 
data, but NASA will assume no respon-
sibility for the interpretation of the 
data by others. Transmittal of the data 
will be made as soon as the test is com-
pleted and the data are deemed releas-
able by NASA. For company projects, 
the data will be transmitted as di-
rected by the company. The data for 
Government projects will be trans-
mitted simultaneously to the spon-
soring Government agency and the 
contractor (if applicable), unless other-
wise directed by the sponsoring agency. 

(f) Shops and office space. During the 
conduct of user testing, NASA will pro-
vide desk space and at least limited use 
of the shop facilities to the user whose 
projects are under test. 

(g) User furnished personnel. User per-
sonnel associated with each project 
will be agreed upon between the user 
and facility staff prior to the test. 

PART 1211 [RESERVED] 

PART 1212—PRIVACY ACT—NASA 
REGULATIONS 

Subpart 1212.1—Basic Policy 

Sec. 
1212.100 Scope and purpose. 
1212.101 Definitions. 

Subpart 1212.2—Access to Records 

1212.200 Determining existence of records 
subject to the Privacy Act. 

1212.201 Requesting a record. 
1212.202 Identification procedures. 
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