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their experience or training, on a com-
pensated or uncompensated basis, there 
shall be no discrimination in admission 
of students to, or in their treatment 
by, that part of the school from which 
such students are drawn or in the se-
lection otherwise of trainees or partici-
pants. The recipient educational insti-
tutions will be required to give the as-
surances provided in § 8.5(b)(10). 

(f) Assistance to aid in the operations of 
vessels engaged in U.S. foreign commerce. 
In programs in which the operators of 
American-flag vessels used to furnish 
shipping services in the foreign com-
merce of the United States receive 
Federal financial assistance in the 
form of operating differential sub-
sidies, discrimination which is prohib-
ited by recipients and other parties 
subject to this part includes discrimi-
nation in soliciting, accepting or serv-
ing in any way passengers or shippers 
of cargo entitled to protection in the 
United States under the Act. 

[38 FR 17938, July 5, 1973, as amended at 68 
FR 51352, Aug. 26, 2003] 

Subpart B—General Compliance 
§ 8.7 Cooperation, compliance reports 

and reviews and access to records. 
(a) Cooperation and assistance. Each 

responsible Department official shall 
to the fullest extent practicable seek 
the cooperation of recipients and other 
parties subject to this part in obtain-
ing compliance with this part and shall 
provide assistance and guidance to re-
cipients and other parties to help them 
comply voluntarily with this part. 

(b) Compliance reports. Each recipient 
and other party subject to this part 
shall keep such records and submit to 
the responsible Department official 
timely, complete, and accurate compli-
ance reports at such times and in such 
form and containing such information 
as the responsible Department official 
may determine to be necessary to en-
able him to ascertain whether the re-
cipient or such other party has com-
plied or is complying with this part. In 
general, recipients should have avail-
able for the department racial and eth-
nic data showing the extent to which 
members of minority groups are bene-
ficiaries of federally assisted programs. 
In the case in which a primary recipi-

ent extends Federal financial assist-
ance to any other recipient, or under 
which a recipient is obligated to obtain 
or to cooperate in obtaining the com-
pliance of other parties subject to this 
part, such other recipients or other 
parties shall also submit such compli-
ance reports to the primary recipient 
or recipients as may be necessary to 
enable them to carry out their obliga-
tions under this part. 

(c) Access to sources of information. 
Each recipient or other party subject 
to this part shall permit access by the 
responsible Department official or his 
designee during normal business hours 
to such of its books, records, accounts, 
and other sources of information, and 
its facilities, as may be pertinent to as-
certain compliance with this part. 
Where any information required of a 
recipient or other party is in the exclu-
sive possession of another who fails or 
refuses to furnish this information, the 
recipient or other party shall so certify 
in its report and shall set forth what 
efforts it has made to obtain the infor-
mation. 

(d) Information to beneficiaries and 
participants. Each recipient or other 
party subject to this part shall make 
available to participants, beneficiaries, 
and other interested persons such in-
formation regarding the provisions of 
this part and its applicability to the 
program for which the recipient re-
ceives Federal financial assistance, and 
make such information available to 
them in such manner as this part and 
the responsible Department official 
finds necessary to apprise such persons 
of the protections against discrimina-
tion assured them by the Act and this 
part. 

(e) Compliance review. The responsible 
Department official or his designee 
shall from time to time review the 
practices of recipients and other par-
ties subject to this part to determine 
whether they are complying with this 
part. 

§ 8.8 Complaints. 
(a) Filing complaints. Any person who 

believes himself or any specific class of 
persons to be subjected to discrimina-
tion prohibited by this part may by 
himself or by a representative file with 
the responsible Department official a 
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written complaint. A complaint shall 
be filed not later than 180 days from 
the date of the alleged discrimination, 
unless the time for filing is extended 
by the responsible Department official. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 8.9 Intimidatory or retaliatory acts 
prohibited. 

(a) No recipient or other party sub-
ject to this part shall intimidate, 
threaten, coerce, or discriminate 
against, any person for the purpose of 
interfering with any right or privilege 
secured by section 601 of the Act of this 
part, or because the person has made a 
complaint, testified, assisted, or par-
ticipated in any manner in an inves-
tigation, proceeding, or hearing under 
this part. 

(b) The identity of complainants 
shall be kept confidential except to the 
extent necessary to carry out the pur-
poses of this part, including the con-
duct of any investigation, hearing, or 
judicial or other proceeding arising 
thereunder. 

§ 8.10 Investigations. 
(a) Making the investigation. The re-

sponsible Department official or his 
designee will make a prompt investiga-
tion whenever a compliance review, re-
port, complaint, or any other informa-
tion indicates a possible failure to 
comply with this part. The investiga-
tion shall include, where appropriate, a 
review of the pertinent practices and 
policies of the recipient or other party 
subject to this part, the circumstances 
under which the possible noncompli-
ance with this part occurred, and other 
factors relevant to a determination as 
to whether there has been a failure to 
comply with this part. 

(b) Resolution of matters. (1) If an in-
vestigation pursuant to paragraph (a) 
of this section indicates a failure to 
comply with this part, the responsible 
Department official will so inform the 
recipient or other party subject to this 
part and the matter will be resolved by 
informal means whenever possible. If it 
has been determined that the matter 
cannot be resolved by informal means, 
action will be taken as provided for in 
§ 8.11. 

(2) If an investigation does not war-
rant action pursuant to paragraph 

(b)(1) of this section, the responsible 
Department official will so inform the 
recipient or other party subject to this 
part and the complainant, if any, in 
writing. 

§ 8.11 Procedures for effecting compli-
ance. 

(a) General. If there appears to be a 
failure or threatened failure to comply 
with this part, and if the noncompli-
ance or threatened noncompliance can-
not be corrected by informal means, 
compliance with this part may be ef-
fected by the suspension or termi-
nation of or refusal to grant or to con-
tinue Federal financial assistance or by 
any other means authorized by law. 
Such other means may include, but are 
not limited to, (1) a reference to the 
Department of Justice with a rec-
ommendation that appropriate pro-
ceedings be brought to enforce any 
rights of the United States under any 
law of the United States (including 
other titles of the Act), or any assur-
ance or other contractural under-
taking, and (2) any applicable pro-
ceeding under State or local law. 

(b) Noncompliance with § 8.5. If a re-
cipient or other party subject to this 
part fails or refuses to furnish an as-
surance required under § 8.5 or other-
wise fails or refuses to comply with a 
requirement imposed by or pursuant to 
that section, Federal financial assist-
ance may be refused in accordance with 
the procedures of paragraph (c) of this 
section. The Department shall not be 
required to provide assistance in such a 
case during the pendency of the admin-
istrative proceedings under said para-
graph except that the Department 
shall continue assistance during the 
pendency of such proceedings where 
such assistance is due and payable pur-
suant to an application or contract 
therefor approved prior to the effective 
date of this part. 

(c) Termination of or refusal to grant or 
to continue Federal financial assistance. 
No order suspending, terminating, or 
refusing to grant or continue Federal 
financial assistance shall become effec-
tive until (1) the responsible Depart-
ment official has advised the recipient 
or other party subject to this part of 
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his failure to comply and has deter-
mined that compliance cannot be se-
cured by voluntary means, (2) there has 
been an express finding on the record, 
after opportunity for hearing, of a fail-
ure by such recipient or other party to 
comply with a requirement imposed by 
or pursuant to this part, (3) the action 
has been approved by the Secretary 
pursuant to § 8.13(e), and (4) the expira-
tion of 30 days after the Secretary has 
filed with the committee of the House 
and the committee of the Senate hav-
ing legislative jurisdiction over the 
program involved, a full written report 
of the circumstances and the grounds 
for such action. Any action to suspend 
or terminate or to refuse to grant or to 
continue Federal financial assistance 
shall be limited to the particular polit-
ical entity, or part thereof, or other re-
cipient or other party as to whom such 
a finding has been made and shall be 
limited in its effect to the particular 
program, or part thereof, in which such 
noncompliance has been so found. 

(d) Other means authorized by law. No 
action to effect compliance by any 
other means authorized by law shall be 
taken until (1) the responsible Depart-
ment official has determined that com-
pliance cannot be secured by voluntary 
means, (2) the recipient or other party 
has been notified of its failure to com-
ply and of the action to be taken to ef-
fect compliance, and (3) the expiration 
of at least 10 days from the mailing of 
such notice to the recipient or other 
party. During this period of at least 10 
days additional efforts shall be made to 
persuade the recipient or other party 
to comply with this part and to take 
such corrective action as may be ap-
propriate. 

§ 8.12 Hearings. 
(a) Opportunity for hearing. Whenever 

an opportunity for a hearing is re-
quired by § 8.11(c), reasonable notice 
shall be given by registered or certified 
mail, return receipt requested, to the 
affected recipient or other party sub-
ject to this part. This notice shall ad-
vise the recipient or other party of the 
action proposed to be taken, the spe-
cific provision under which the pro-
posed action against it is to be taken, 
and the matters of fact or law asserted 
as the basis for this action, and either 

(1) fix a date not less than 20 days after 
the date of such notice within which 
the recipient or other party may re-
quest of the responsible Department of-
ficial that the matter be scheduled for 
hearing, or (2) advise the recipient or 
other party that the matter in ques-
tion has been set down for hearing at a 
stated place and time. The time and 
place so fixed shall be reasonable and 
shall be subject to change for cause. 
The complainant, if any, shall be ad-
vised of the time and place of the hear-
ing. A recipient or other party may 
waive a hearing and submit written in-
formation and argument for the record. 
The failure of a recipient or other 
party to request a hearing under this 
paragraph of this section or to appear 
at a hearing for which a date has been 
set shall be deemed to be a waiver of 
the right to a hearing under section 602 
of the Act and § 8.11(c) and consent to 
the making of a decision on the basis of 
such information as is available. 

(b) Time and place of hearing. Hear-
ings shall be held at the offices of the 
Department in Washington, D.C., at a 
time fixed by the responsible Depart-
ment official or hearing officer unless 
he determines that the convenience of 
the recipient or other party or of the 
Department requires that another 
place be selected. Hearings shall be 
held before the responsible Department 
official, or at his discretion, before a 
hearing officer. 

(c) Right to counsel. In all proceedings 
under this section, the recipient or 
other party and the Department shall 
have the right to be represented by 
counsel. 

(d) Procedures, evidence, and record. (1) 
The hearing, decision, and any admin-
istrative review thereof shall be con-
ducted in conformity with 5 U.S.C. 554– 
557 (sections 5–8 of the Administrative 
Procedures Act), and in accordance 
with such rules of procedure as are 
proper (and not inconsistent with this 
section) relating to the conduct of the 
hearing, giving of notices subsequent 
to those provided for in paragraph (a) 
of this section, taking of testimony, 
exhibits, arguments and briefs, re-
quests for findings, and other related 
matters. Both the Department and the 
recipient or other party shall be enti-
tled to introduce all relevant evidence 
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on the issues as stated in the notice for 
hearing or as determined by the officer 
conducting the hearing at the outset of 
or during the hearing. 

(2) Technical rules of evidence shall 
not apply to hearings conducted pursu-
ant to this part, but rules or principles 
designed to assure production of the 
most credible evidence available and to 
subject testimony to test by cross-ex-
amination shall be applied where rea-
sonably necessary by the officer con-
ducting the hearing. The hearing offi-
cer may exclude irrelevant, immate-
rial, or unduly repetitious evidence. All 
documents and other evidence offered 
or taken for the record shall be open to 
examination by the parties and oppor-
tunity shall be given to refute facts 
and arguments advanced on either side 
of the issues. A transcript shall be 
made of the oral evidence except to the 
extent the substance thereof is stipu-
lated for the record. All decisions shall 
be based upon the hearing record and 
written findings shall be made. 

(e) Consolidated or joint hearings. In 
cases in which the same or related 
facts are asserted to constitute non-
compliance with this part with respect 
to two or more Federal statutes, au-
thorities, or other means by which 
Federal financial assistance is ex-
tended and to which this part applies, 
or noncompliance with this part and 
the regulations of one or more other 
Federal departments or agencies issued 
under Title VI of the Act, the Sec-
retary may, by agreement with such 
other departments or agencies where 
applicable, provide for the conduct of 
consolidated or joint hearings and for 
the application to such hearings of 
rules of procedures not inconsistent 
with this part. Final decisions in such 
cases, insofar as this part is concerned, 
shall be made in accordance with § 8.13. 

§ 8.13 Decisions and notices. 
(a) Decision by person other than the 

responsible Department official. If the 
hearing is held by a hearing officer 
such hearing officer shall either make 
an initial decision, if so authorized, or 
certify the entire record including his 
recommended findings and proposed de-
cision to the responsible Department 
official for a final decision, and a copy 
of such initial decision or certification 

shall be mailed to the recipient or 
other party subject to this part. Where 
the initial decision is made by the 
hearing officer, the recipient or other 
party may within 30 days of the mail-
ing of such notice of initial decision 
file with the responsible Department 
official his exceptions to the initial de-
cision, with his reasons therefor. In the 
absence of exceptions, the responsible 
Department official may on his own 
motion within 45 days after the initial 
decision serve on the recipient or other 
party a notice that he will review the 
decision. Upon the filing of such excep-
tions or of such notice of review, the 
responsible Department official shall 
review the initial decision and issue his 
own decision thereon including the rea-
sons therefor. In the absence of either 
exceptions or a notice of review the 
initial decision shall constitute the 
final decision of the responsible De-
partment official. 

(b) Decisions on record or review by the 
responsible Department official. When-
ever a record is certified to the respon-
sible Department official for decision 
or he reviews the decision of a hearing 
officer pursuant to paragraph (a) of 
this section, or whenever the respon-
sible Department official conducts the 
hearing, the recipient or other party 
shall be given reasonable opportunity 
to file with him briefs or other written 
statements of its contentions, and a 
copy of the final decision of the respon-
sible Department official shall be given 
in writing to the recipient or other 
party and to the complainant, if any. 

(c) Decisions on record where a hearing 
is waived. Whenever a hearing is waived 
pursuant to § 8.12(a) a decision shall be 
made by the responsible departmental 
official on the record and a copy of 
such decision shall be given in writing 
to the recipient or other party, and to 
the complainant, if any. 

(d) Ruling required. Each decision of a 
hearing officer or responsible Depart-
ment official shall set forth his ruling 
on each finding, conclusion, or excep-
tion presented, and shall identify the 
requirement or requirements imposed 
by or pursuant to this part with which 
it is found that the recipient or other 
party has failed to comply. 

(e) Approval by Secretary. Any final 
decision of a responsible Department 

VerDate Aug<04>2004 08:35 Jan 26, 2005 Jkt 205048 PO 00000 Frm 00068 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\205048T.XXX 205048T



69 

Office of the Secretary, Commerce § 8.15 

official (other than the Secretary) 
which provides for the suspension or 
termination of, or the refusal to grant 
or continue, Federal financial assist-
ance, or the imposition of any other 
sanction available under this part of 
the Act, shall promptly be transmitted 
to the Secretary, who may approve 
such decision, may vacate it, or remit 
or mitigate any sanction imposed. 

(f) Content of orders. The final deci-
sion may provide for suspension or ter-
mination of, or refusal to grant or con-
tinue, Federal financial assistance, in 
whole or in part, to which this regula-
tion applies, and may contain such 
terms, conditions, and other provisions 
as are consistent with and will effec-
tuate the purposes of the Act and this 
part, including provisions designed to 
assure that no Federal financial assist-
ance to which this regulation applies 
will thereafter be extended to the re-
cipient or other party determined by 
such decision to be in default in its per-
formance of an assurance given by it 
pursuant to this part, or to have other-
wise failed to comply with this part, 
unless and until it corrects its non-
compliance and satisfies the respon-
sible Department official that it will 
fully comply with this part. 

(g) Posttermination proceedings. (1) 
Any recipient or other party which is 
adversely affected by an order issued 
under paragraph (f) of this section shall 
be restored to full eligibility to receive 
Federal financial assistance if it satis-
fies the terms and conditions of that 
order for such eligibility or if it brings 
itself into compliance with this part 
and provides reasonable assurance that 
it will fully comply with this part. 

(2) Any recipient or other party ad-
versely affected by an order entered 
pursuant to paragraph (f) of this sec-
tion may at any time request the re-
sponsible Department official to re-
store fully its eligibility to receive 
Federal financial assistance. Any such 
request shall be supported by informa-
tion showing that the recipient or 
other party has met the requirements 
of paragraph (g)(1) of this section. If 
the responsible Department official de-
termines that those requirements have 
been satisfied, he shall restore such eli-
gibility. 

(3) If the responsible Department of-
ficial denies any such request, the re-
cipient or other party may submit a re-
quest for a hearing in writing, speci-
fying why it believes such official to 
have been in error. It shall thereupon 
be given an expeditious hearing, with a 
decision on the record in accordance 
with rules of procedure issued by the 
responsible Department official. The 
recipient or other party will be re-
stored to such eligibility if it proves at 
such a hearing that it satisfied the re-
quirements of paragraph (g)(1) of this 
section. While proceedings under this 
paragraph are pending, the sanctions 
imposed by the order issued under 
paragraph (f) of this section shall re-
main in effect. 

§ 8.14 Judicial review. 
Action taken pursuant to section 602 

of the Act is subject to judicial review 
as provided in section 603 of the Act. 

§ 8.15 Effect on other laws; supple-
mentary instructions; coordination. 

(a) Effect on other laws. All regula-
tions, orders, or like directions here-
tofore issued by any officer of the De-
partment which impose requirements 
designed to prohibit any discrimina-
tion against individuals on the ground 
of race, color, or national origin under 
any program to which this part applies, 
and which authorizes the suspension or 
termination of or refusal to grant or to 
continue Federal financial assistance 
to any recipient or other party subject 
to this part of such assistance for fail-
ure to comply with such requirements, 
are hereby superseded to the extent 
that such discrimination is prohibited 
by this part, except that nothing in 
this part shall be deemed to relieve any 
one of any obligations assumed or im-
posed under any such superseded regu-
lation, order, instruction, or like direc-
tion prior to January 9, 1965. Nothing 
in this part, however, shall be deemed 
to supersede any of the following (in-
cluding future amendments thereof): 

(1) Executive Order 11246 and regula-
tions issued thereunder, or 

(2) Executive Order 11063 and regula-
tions issued thereunder, or any other 
regulations or instructions, insofar as 
such order, regulations, or instructions 
prohibit discrimination on the ground 

VerDate Aug<04>2004 08:35 Jan 26, 2005 Jkt 205048 PO 00000 Frm 00069 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\205048T.XXX 205048T



70 

15 CFR Subtitle A (1–1–05 Edition) Pt. 8, App. A 

of race, color, or national origin in any 
program or situation to which this part 
is inapplicable, or prohibit discrimina-
tion on any other ground. 

(b) Forms and instructions. Each re-
sponsible Department official shall 
issue and promptly make available to 
interested parties forms and detailed 
instructions and procedures for effec-
tuating this part as applied to pro-
grams to which this part applies and 
for which he is responsible. 

(c) Supervision and coordination. The 
Secretary may from time to time as-
sign to officials of the Department, or 
to officials of other departments or 
agencies of the Government with the 
consent of such departments or agen-
cies, responsibilities in connection 
with the effectuation of the purposes of 
title VI of the Act and this part (other 
than responsibility for final decision as 
provided in § 8.13), including the 
achievement of effective coordination 
and maximum uniformity within the 
Department and within the executive 
branch of the government in the appli-
cation of title VI and this part to simi-
lar programs and in similar situations. 
Any action taken, determination made, 
or requirement imposed by an official 
of another Department or agency act-
ing pursuant to an assignment of re-
sponsibility under this paragraph shall 
have the same effect as though such ac-
tion had been taken by the responsible 
official of this Department. 

APPENDIX A TO PART 8—FEDERAL FI-
NANCIAL ASSISTANCE COVERED BY 
TITLE VI 

I. FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO WHICH 
TITLE 15, SUBTITLE A, PART 8 APPLIES 

Economic Development Administration 

1. Loans, grants, technical and other as-
sistance for public works and development 
facilities, for supplementing Federal grants- 
in-aid, for private businesses, and for other 
purposes, including assistance in connection 
with designated economic development dis-
tricts and regions (Public Works and Eco-
nomic Development Act of 1965, as amended, 
42 U.S.C. 3121 et seq.). 

2. Financial and technical assistance to 
firms to aid economic adjustment to the ef-
fects of increased imports in direct competi-
tion with firm products (Trade Act of 1974, 19 
U.S.C. 2341–2354). 

3. Assistance to communities adversely af-
fected by increased imports in direct com-

petition with products manufactured in the 
community area (Trade Act of 1974, 19 U.S.C. 
2371–2374). 

4. Assistance to projects involving con-
struction of local and State public facilities 
in order to reduce unemployment and pro-
vide State and local governments with badly 
needed public facilities (Local Public Works 
Capital Development and Assistance Act of 
1976, 42 U.S.C. 6701–6710). 

5. Trade adjustment assistance: Loans, dis-
semination of technical information (title II 
of the Trade Act of 1974, 19 U.S.C. 2341–2374). 

Maritime Administration 

1. Operating differential subsidy assistance 
to operators of U.S. flag vessels engaged in 
U.S. foreign commerce (46 U.S.C. 1171 et seq.). 

2. Assistance to operate State maritime 
academies and colleges to train merchant 
marine officers (46 U.S.C. 1381–1388). 

3. Ship construction differential subsidies, 
direct payments (Merchant Marine Act of 
1936, as amended, 46 U.S.C. 1151–1161). 

National Bureau of Standards 

1. Grants to universities and other research 
organizations for fire research and safety 
programs (15 U.S.C. 278f). 

National Fire Prevention and Control 
Administration 

1. Academy planning assistance: To assist 
States in the development of training and 
education in the fire prevention and control 
area (15 U.S.C. 2201–2219). 

2. State fire incident reporting assistance: 
To assist States in the establishment and op-
eration of a statewide fire incident and cas-
ualty reporting system (15 U.S.C. 2201–2219). 

3. Public education assistance planning: 
Publications, audiovisual presentations and 
demonstrations, research, testing, and ex-
perimentation to determine the most effec-
tive means for such public education (15 
U.S.C. 2205c). 

4. Policy development assistance: Studies 
of the operations and management aspects of 
fire services (15 U.S.C. 2207c). 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

1. Assistance to States, educational insti-
tutions, and the commercial fishing industry 
for the development of tuna and other latent 
fisheries (16 U.S.C. 758e). 

2. Assistance to States for the development 
and implementation of programs to protect 
and study certain species of marine mam-
mals (16 U.S.C. 1379b). 

3. Financial assistance to States with 
agencies which have entered into a coopera-
tive agreement to assist in the preservation 
of threatened and endangered species (16 
U.S.C. 1535). 
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