
153 

Federal Trade Commission § 24.1 

and metallic parts completely and perma-
nently encased in a nonmetallic covering. 

NOTE: Exemptions recognized in the indus-
try and not to be considered in any assay for 
quality of a gold filled, gold overlay and 
rolled gold plate optical product include: 
screws; the hinge assembly (barrel or other 
special types such as are customarily used in 
plastic frames); washers, bushings, tubes and 
nuts of screw assemblies; dowels; pad inserts; 
springs for spring shoe straps, cores and/or 
inner windings of comfort cable temples; 
metal parts permanently encased in a non- 
metallic covering; and for oxfords, the han-
dle and catch. 

(c) Exemptions recognized in the industry 
and not to be considered in any assay for 
quality of a silver industry product include 
screws, rivets, springs, spring pins for wrist 
watch straps; posts and separable backs of 
lapel buttons; wire pegs, posts, and nuts used 
for applying mountings or other ornaments, 
which mountings or ornaments shall be of 
the quality marked; pin stems (e.g., of 
badges, brooches, emblem pins, hat pins, and 
scarf pins, etc.); levers for belt buckles; 
blades and skeletons of pocket knives; field 
pieces and bezels for lockets; bracelet and 
necklace snap tongues; any other joints, 
catches, or screws; and metallic parts com-
pletely and permanently encased in a non-
metallic covering. 

(d) Exemptions recognized in the industry 
and not to be considered in any assay for 
quality of an industry product of silver in 
combination with gold include joints, 
catches, screws, pin stems, pins of scarf pins, 
hat pins, etc., posts and separable backs of 
lapel buttons, springs, and metallic parts 
completely and permanently encased in a 
nonmetallic covering. 

(e) Exemptions recognized in the industry 
and not to be considered in any assay for 
quality of a platinum industry product in-
clude springs, winding bars, sleeves, crown 
cores, mechanical joint pins, screws, rivets, 
dust bands, detachable movement rims, hat- 
pin stems, and bracelet and necklace snap 
tongues. In addition, the following exemp-
tions are recognized for products marked in 
accordance with section 23.8(b)(5) of these 
Guides (i.e., products that are less than 500 
parts per thousand platinum): pin tongues, 
joints, catches, lapel button backs and the 
posts to which they are attached, scarf-pin 
stems, hat pin sockets, shirt-stud backs, 
vest-button backs, and ear-screw backs, pro-
vided such parts are made of the same qual-
ity platinum as is used in the balance of the 
article. 

PART 24—GUIDES FOR SELECT 
LEATHER AND IMITATION LEATH-
ER PRODUCTS 

Sec. 
24.0 Scope and purpose of guides. 
24.1 Deception (general). 
24.2 Deception as to composition. 
24.3 Misuse of the terms ‘‘waterproof,’’ 

‘‘dustproof,’’ ‘‘warpproof,’’ ‘‘scuffproof,’’ 
‘‘scratchproof,’’ ‘‘scuff resistant,’’ or 
‘‘scratch resistant.’’ 

AUTHORITY: 15 U.S.C. 45, 46. 

SOURCE: 61 FR 51583, Oct. 3, 1996, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 24.0 Scope and purpose of guides. 

(a) The Guides in this part apply to 
the manufacture, sale, distribution, 
marketing, or advertising of all kinds 
or types of leather or simulated-leather 
trunks, suitcases, traveling bags, sam-
ple cases, instrument cases, brief cases, 
ring binders, billfolds, wallets, key 
cases, coin purses, card cases, French 
purses, dressing cases, stud boxes, tie 
cases, jewel boxes, travel kits, gadget 
bags, camera bags, ladies’ handbags, 
shoulder bags, purses, pocketbooks, 
footwear, belts (when not sold as part 
of a garment) and similar articles 
(hereinafter, ‘‘industry products’’). 

(b) These Guides represent adminis-
trative interpretations of laws admin-
istered by the Federal Trade Commis-
sion for the guidance of the public in 
conducting its affairs in conformity 
with legal requirements. These Guides 
specifically address the application of 
section 5 of the FTC Act (15 U.S.C. 45) 
to the manufacture, sale, distribution, 
marketing, and advertising of industry 
products listed in paragraph (a) of this 
section. They provide the basis for vol-
untary compliance with such laws by 
members of industry. Conduct incon-
sistent with the positions articulated 
in these Guides may result in correc-
tive action by the Commission under 
section 5 if, after investigation, the 
Commission has reason to believe that 
the behavior falls within the scope of 
conduct declared unlawful by the stat-
ute. 

§ 24.1 Deception (general). 

It is unfair or deceptive to misrepre-
sent, directly or by implication, the 
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1 For purposes of these Guides, footwear is 
composed of three parts: the upper, the lin-
ing and sock, and the outersole. These three 
parts are defined as follows: (1) The upper is 
the outer face of the structural element 
which is attached to the outersole; (2) the 
lining and sock are the lining of the upper 
and the insole, constituting the inside of the 
footwear article; and (3) the outersole is the 
bottom part of the footwear article subjected 
to abrasive wear and attached to the upper. 

2 With regard to footwear, it is sufficient to 
disclose the presence of non-leather mate-
rials in the upper, the lining and sock, or the 
outersole, provided that the disclosure is 
made according to predominance of mate-
rials. For example, if the majority of the 
upper is composed of manmade material: 
Upper of manmade materials and leather. 

kind, grade, quality, quantity, mate-
rial content, thickness, finish, service-
ability, durability, price, origin, size, 
weight, ease of cleaning, construction, 
manufacture, processing, distribution, 
or any other material aspect of an in-
dustry product. 

§ 24.2 Deception as to composition. 
It is unfair or deceptive to misrepre-

sent, directly or by implication, the 
composition of any industry product or 
part thereof. It is unfair or deceptive to 
use the unqualified term ‘‘leather’’ or 
other unqualified terms suggestive of 
leather to describe industry products 
unless the industry product so de-
scribed is composed in all substantial 
parts of leather. 1 This section includes, 
but is not limited to, the following: 

(a) Imitation or simulated leather. If all 
or part of an industry product is made 
of non-leather material that appears to 
be leather, the fact that the material is 
not leather, or the general nature of 
the material as something other than 
leather, should be disclosed. For exam-
ple: Not leather; Imitation leather; 
Simulated leather; Vinyl; Vinyl coated 
fabric; or Plastic. 

(b) Embossed or processed leather. The 
kind and type of leather from which an 
industry product is made should be dis-
closed when all or part of the product 
has been embossed, dyed, or otherwise 
processed so as to simulate the appear-
ance of a different kind or type of 
leather. For example: 

(1) An industry product made wholly 
of top grain cowhide that has been 
processed so as to imitate pigskin may 
be represented as being made of Top 
Grain Cowhide. 

(2) Any additional representation 
concerning the simulated appearance 
of an industry product composed of 
leather should be immediately accom-
panied by a disclosure of the kind and 

type of leather in the product. For ex-
ample: Top Grain Cowhide With Simu-
lated Pigskin Grain. 

(c) Backing material. (1) The backing 
of any material in an industry product 
with another kind of material should 
be disclosed when the backing is not 
apparent upon casual inspection of the 
product, or when a representation is 
made which, absent such disclosure, 
would be misleading as to the product’s 
composition. For example: Top Grain 
Cowhide Backed With Vinyl. 

(2) The composition of the different 
backing material should be disclosed if 
it is visible and consists of non-leather 
material with the appearance of leath-
er, or leather processed so as to simu-
late a different kind of leather. 

(d) Misuse of trade names, etc. A trade 
name, coined name, trademark, or 
other word or term, or any depiction or 
device should not be used if it mis-
represents, directly or by implication, 
that an industry product is made in 
whole or in part from animal skin or 
hide, or that material in an industry 
product is leather or other material. 
This includes, among other practices, 
the use of a stamp, tag, label, card, or 
other device in the shape of a tanned 
hide or skin or in the shape of a sil-
houette of an animal, in connection 
with any industry product that has the 
appearance of leather but that is not 
made wholly or in substantial part 
from animal skin or hide. 

(e) Misrepresentation that product is 
wholly of a particular composition. A 
misrepresentation should not be made, 
directly or by implication, that an in-
dustry product is made wholly of a par-
ticular composition. A representation 
as to the composition of a particular 
part of a product should clearly indi-
cate the part to which the representa-
tion applies.2 Where a product is made 
principally of leather but has certain 
non-leather parts that appear to be 
leather, the product may be described 
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