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to duty on first arrival, but may there-
after be admitted without formal entry 
or the payment of duty so long as they 
are continuously employed in such 
service. 

§ 123.16 Entry of returning trucks, 
busses, or taxicabs in international 
traffic. 

(a) Admission without entry or payment 
of duty. Trucks, busses, and taxicabs, 
whether of foreign or domestic origin, 
taking out merchandise or passengers 
for hire or leaving empty for the pur-
pose of bringing back merchandise or 
passengers for hire shall on their re-
turn to the United States be admitted 
without formal entry or the payment 
of duty upon their identity being estab-
lished by State registration cards. 

(b) Use in local traffic. Trucks, busses, 
and taxicabs in use in international 
traffic, which may include the inci-
dental carrying of merchandise or pas-
sengers for hire between points in a 
foreign country, or between points in 
this country, shall be admitted under 
this section. However, such vehicles 
taken abroad for commercial use be-
tween points in a foreign country, oth-
erwise than in the course of their use 
in international traffic, shall be con-
sidered to have been exported and must 
be regularly entered on return. 

[T.D. 70–121, 35 FR 8215, May 26, 1970, as 
amended by T.D. 99–10, 64 FR 7504, Feb. 16, 
1999] 

§ 123.17 Foreign repairs to domestic 
trucks, busses, taxicabs and their 
equipment. 

(a) Domestic trucks, busses, and taxi-
cabs and their equipment defined. For the 
purpose of this section, trucks, busses, 
and taxicabs and their equipment man-
ufactured in, or regularly imported 
into the United States, shall be consid-
ered ‘‘domestic’’ if not subsequently 
formally entered and cleared through 
foreign customs into another country, 
nor used in foreign local traffic other-
wise than as an incident of their return 
to the United States. 

(b) Report of arrival and payment of 
duty on repairs. A report of the first ar-
rival in the United States of domestic 
trucks, busses, and taxicabs and their 
equipment after repairs have been 
made in a foreign country, other than 

those required to restore such vehicle 
or equipment to the condition in which 
it last left the United States (‘‘running 
repairs’’), shall be made by the driver 
or person in charge of the vehicle 
promptly, in writing, to the Customs 
officer at the port of reentry. The re-
port shall state the time and place of 
arrival and the nature and value of the 
repairs. Each such vehicle or its equip-
ment when withdrawn from inter-
national traffic shall be subject to duty 
upon the value of the repairs (other 
than ‘‘running repairs’’) made abroad 
at the rate at which the repaired arti-
cle would be dutiable if imported. 

§ 123.18 Equipment and materials for 
constructing bridges or tunnels be-
tween the United States and Can-
ada or Mexico. 

(a) Admission of equipment and mate-
rials. Equipment for use in construc-
tion of bridges or tunnels between the 
United States and Canada or Mexico 
shall be admitted without entry or the 
payment of duty. Materials for such 
use shall be admitted without entry or 
payment of duty only for installation 
in the bridge or tunnel proper, and not 
in the approaches on land at the United 
States end of such bridge or tunnel. 

(b) Customs supervision. All articles 
admitted under paragraph (a) of this 
section shall be subject to Customs su-
pervision at the expense of the builder 
until installed, entered, or exported. 

Subpart C—Shipments in Transit 
Through Canada or Mexico 

§ 123.21 Merchandise in transit. 
(a) Status. Merchandise may be trans-

ported from one port to another in the 
United States through Canada or Mex-
ico in accordance with the regulations 
in this subpart or subparts E for trucks 
transiting Canada, F for commercial 
traveler’s samples, or G for baggage. 
Merchandise so transported is not sub-
ject to treatment as an importation 
when returned to the United States, 
and no inward foreign manifest is re-
quired for merchandise returned under 
an in-transit manifest. In-transit mer-
chandise returned to the United States 
shall be treated as an importation as 
are shipments made from Canada or 
Mexico if: 

VerDate Aug<04>2004 00:13 May 22, 2005 Jkt 205059 PO 00000 Frm 00659 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\205059.XXX 205059



650 

19 CFR Ch. I (4–1–05 Edition) § 123.22 

(1) An in-transit manifest is not fur-
nished for the merchandise upon its re-
turn to the United States; 

(2) The merchandise has been trans- 
shipped in foreign territory without 
Customs supervision when the trans-
shipment required the breaking of Cus-
toms seals; or 

(3) The Customs inspector finds any 
of the Customs seals applied to the 
conveyance or compartment unlocked 
or missing. 

(b) Use of certain vessels prohibited. 
Merchandise shall not be transported 
from port to port in the United States 
through Canada or Mexico by vessel in 
violation of the provisions of section 
27, Merchant Marine Act of 1920, as 
amended (46 U.S.C. 883), or section 588, 
Tariff Act of 1930, as amended (19 
U.S.C. 1588). (See § 4.80 of this chapter.) 

(c) Regulations applicable. The provi-
sions of this subpart shall govern all 
merchandise transported from one port 
to another in the United States 
through Canada or Mexico under in- 
transit procedures, except as otherwise 
provided in this subpart or in subpart E 
for truck shipments transiting Canada, 
subpart F for commercial traveler’s 
samples transiting Canada, and subpart 
G for baggage transiting Canada or 
Mexico. 

§ 123.22 In-transit manifest. 

(a) Manifest required. A manifest in 
duplicate covering the in-transit mer-
chandise which is to proceed under the 
provisions of this subpart shall be pre-
sented by the carrier to the Customs 
officer at each port of lading of a ves-
sel, or at the port of exit of a vehicle. 
Where the merchandise is transported 
under Customs red in-bond seals and is 
accompanied by a transportation in- 
bond manifest, a separate in-transit 
manifest is not required. 

(b) Additional copies. In the following 
cases additional copies of the manifest 
shall be presented: 

(1) When the merchandise is to be 
transshipped in foreign territory under 
Customs supervision, a copy of the 
manifest for each place of trans-
shipment shall be presented. 

(2) When a Customs officer requests 
an extra copy of the manifest as a 
record of the transaction. 

(c) Manifest forms to be used. The in- 
transit manifest forms to be used are: 

(1) For trucks, railroad cars or other 
overland carriers transiting Mexico a 
manifest on Customs Form 7512–B or 
7533–C shall be presented. 

(2) For vessels of less than 5 net tons 
departing and arriving otherwise than 
by sea, a manifest on Customs Form 
7512–B or 7533–C shall be presented. All 
other vessels are subject to the mani-
festing requirements contained in § 4.82 
of this chapter. 

(3) For rail cars transiting Canada, a 
manifest on Customs Form 7533–C 
(Canada A4–1/2) shall be presented. For 
trains which will remain intact while 
transiting Canadian territory, a con-
solidated train manifest containing all 
the information included in the indi-
vidual car manifests and the train 
sheet required by § 123.23 may be used 
in lieu of individual car manifests. For 
a number of cars which will transit 
Canada as a group, a consolidated 
manifest may be used, but a train sheet 
shall also be presented. 

(4) In all other cases where no in- 
transit manifest form is specified in 
this subpart, or in subpart E relating 
to truck shipments on the Canadian 
border, subpart F relating to commer-
cial traveler’s samples, and subpart G 
relating to baggage, Customs Form 
7512–B or 7533–C shall be presented. 

(d) Contents of in-transit manifest. The 
information contained in the manifest 
shall correspond to the information 
contained in the waybill accompanying 
the shipment, except that: 

(1) The conveyance shall be identified 
in a suitable manner in the place pro-
vided for such identification. 

(2) The description of ladings made 
up of several shipments which are to go 
forward in a conveyance or compart-
ment sealed with Customs seals shall 
be ‘‘miscellaneous shipments.’’ 

(3) When an in-transit rail shipment 
will enter and reenter Canada in a con-
tinuing movement en route to a final 
destination in the United States, only 
the final United States port of reentry 
shall be shown on the manifest. 

[T.D. 70–121, 35 FR 8215, May 26, 1970, as 
amended by T.D. 82–145, 47 FR 35478, Aug. 16, 
1982] 
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§ 123.23 Train sheet for in-transit rail 
shipments. 

Before an in-transit train proceeding 
under the provisions of this subpart de-
parts from the United States, the car-
rier shall furnish to the customs officer 
at the port of exit a train sheet, some-
times called a consist, bridge sheet or 
trip sheet, listing each car of the train 
and specifically identifying the in- 
transit cars, unless a consolidated 
manifest containing this information 
has been presented for a train which 
will remain intact. 

§ 123.24 Sealing of conveyances or 
compartments. 

(a) Sealing required. Merchandise in 
transit proceeding under the provisions 
of this subpart shall be transported in 
sealed conveyances or compartments, 
except that: 

(1) Less than load or compartment 
lots may be forwarded in unsealed con-
veyances or compartments, without 
cording and sealing; 

(2) The Commissioner of Customs 
may authorize treatment of full loads 
or lots in the same manner as less than 
load or compartment lots; 

(3) Live animals identifiable by spe-
cific description in the manifest may 
be transported in the care of an attend-
ant or customs inspector at the ex-
pense of the parties in interest, in un-
sealed conveyances or compartments. 

(b) Seals to be affixed. The carrier 
shall affix blue in-transit seals to all 
openings of conveyances and compart-
ments containing in-transit merchan-
dise except that: 

(1) Sealable carload shipments on the 
Canadian border shall be sealed with 
yellow in-transit seals. 

(2) Conveyances or compartments 
sealed with U.S. Customs red in-bound 
seals may go forward without addi-
tional seals. 

(c) Carrier relieved of responsibility. 
The port director may relieve the car-
rier of the responsibility of affixing in- 
transit seals by notification in writing 
that Customs inspectors will assume it. 

§ 123.25 Certification and disposition 
of manifests. 

(a) Certification. Conveyances pro-
ceeding under the provisions of this 
subpart shall not proceed until the 

Customs inspector has certified the in- 
transit manifest or verified its certifi-
cation by the carrier. The port director 
may require the carrier to execute the 
certificate as an alternative to certifi-
cation by the Customs officer. When 
the carrier is to execute the certifi-
cate, and the merchandise will be for-
warded without being under Customs 
seals, the agent of the carrier shall 
carefully examine the packages cov-
ered by the manifests to satisfy himself 
that the merchandise agrees with the 
manifest as to quantity and descrip-
tion. 

(b) Disposition of manifest. The origi-
nal manifest, after certification, shall 
accompany the merchandise. Addi-
tional copies required when the mer-
chandise is to be transshipped in Can-
ada or Mexico under Customs super-
vision shall be given to the person in 
charge of the conveyance for delivery 
to the Customs officers who will super-
vise transshipment. 

§ 123.26 Transshipment of merchan-
dise moving through Canada or 
Mexico. 

(a) General. Merchandise in transit 
proceeding under the provisions of this 
subpart may be transshipped from one 
conveyance to another in foreign terri-
tory. When transshipment requires the 
breaking of Customs seals, the break-
ing of the seals, transshipment and 
sealing of the conveyance or compart-
ment to which the merchandise is 
transshipped shall be under the super-
vision of a Customs officer. He shall 
note his action on both the additional 
copy of the manifest presented to him, 
in accordance with § 123.25(b), and on 
the original copy, which shall be re-
turned to the person in charge of the 
conveyance to accompany the mer-
chandise. Merchandise transshipped in 
foreign territory without customs su-
pervision when Customs seals were bro-
ken shall be treated upon return to the 
United States as imported merchan-
dise. 

(b) Storage awaiting transshipment. 
Merchandise moving under in-transit 
manifests and Customs seals which is 
to be stored in foreign territory await-
ing transshipment shall be checked 
into a storehouse by the Customs offi-
cer at the place of transshipment. It 
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shall remain under Customs locks and 
seals until transshipment is completed 
under Customs supervision. 

(c) Manifests where contents broken up. 
When transshipment involves the 
breaking up of the in-transit contents 
of a conveyance or compartment, in 
such a manner as to require separate 
manifests for articles previously cov-
ered by a single manifest, the Customs 
officer supervising the transshipment 
shall take up the carrier’s copy of the 
manifest and require the carrier to pre-
pare a new manifest, in duplicate, for 
each conveyance to which the mer-
chandise is transshipped. If there is to 
be further transshipment, an addi-
tional copy of each new manifest shall 
be presented by the carrier, and shall 
be returned to the person in charge of 
the carrier for delivery to the Customs 
officer at the point of further trans-
shipment in accordance with § 123.25(b). 
After the transshipment and sealing of 
the conveyances and compartments has 
been supervised and the new manifests 
certified the originals of the new mani-
fests shall be returned to the carrier to 
accompany the merchandise to the 
point of reentry into the United States. 

§ 123.27 Feeding and watering animals 
in Canada. 

If animals in sealed conveyances or 
compartments cannot be fed and wa-
tered in Canada without breaking cus-
toms seals, the seals shall be broken 
and the animals fed and watered under 
the supervision of a United States or 
Canadian Customs officer. The super-
vising officer shall reseal the convey-
ance or compartment, and make nota-
tion as to the resealing on the mani-
fest. 

§ 123.28 Merchandise remaining in or 
exported to Canada or Mexico. 

(a) In-transit status abandoned. When 
the in-transit status of merchandise 
transiting Canada or Mexico is aban-
doned and the merchandise is entered 
for consumption or other disposition in 
Canada or Mexico, the carrier shall 
send the in-transit seals and manifests 
to the port where the manifests were 
first filed with U.S. Customs, or in the 
case of trucks under subpart E, the 
port of exit, with an endorsement by 
the carrier’s agent on each manifest 

showing that the merchandise was so 
entered. The carriers shall comply with 
the export control regulations, 15 CFR 
part 370. 

(b) In-transit merchandise exported to 
Canada or Mexico. Merchandise to be 
exported to Canada or Mexico after 
moving in-transit through a contig-
uous country shall be treated as ex-
ported when it has passed through the 
last port of exit from the United 
States. This paragraph shall control 
whether or not the merchandise to be 
exported is domestic or foreign and 
whether or not it is exported with ben-
efit of drawback. The manifest, ship-
per’s export declaration, and the notice 
of exportation, if any, shall be filed at 
the last port of exit from the United 
States. 

§ 123.29 Procedure on arrival at port 
of reentry. 

(a) Presentation of documents. At the 
first port in the United States after 
transportation through Canada or Mex-
ico under the provisions of this sub-
part, the carrier shall present to Cus-
toms the in-transit manifest or mani-
fests for each loaded conveyance. For 
mixed ladings, that is, ladings made up 
of several shipments, the waybills shall 
be available at the port of return or 
discharge for use by Customs officers. 
For a railroad train for which a con-
solidated manifest was not used the 
conductor shall also present a train 
sheet showing the car numbers and ini-
tials. 

(b) Vessels and rail shipments con-
tinuing in-transit movement—(1) Vessels. 
In the case of a vessel carrying in-tran-
sit merchandise, the master’s copies of 
the in-transit or in-bond manifest cov-
ering the merchandise given final Cus-
toms release at that port shall be re-
tained by Customs at that port and the 
manifests covering merchandise to be 
discharged at subsequent ports of ar-
rival shall be returned to the master of 
the vessel for presentation to Customs 
at the next port. 

(2) Rail shipments. An in-transit rail 
shipment arriving at an intermediate 
port of reentry or exit intended for fur-
ther in-transit movement through Can-
ada may be permitted to go forward 
under the accompanying in-transit 
manifest after verification by Customs 
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that the manifest satisfactorily identi-
fies the shipment. 

(c) Checking and breaking of seals—(1) 
Checking seals. The Customs officer at 
the port of arrival shall check customs 
seals applied to the conveyance or 
compartment for unlocked or missing 
seals. Where the seals are unlocked or 
missing, the merchandise shall be 
treated as having been imported from 
the transited country. 

(2) Breaking seals. In-bond seals shall 
be broken only by a Customs officer or 
by a person acting under the direction 
of a Customs officer. In-transit seals 
may be broken by any carrier’s em-
ployee, or by a consignee at any time 
or place after the merchandise under 
such seals has been released by Cus-
toms. 

(d) Proper manifest. In-transit mer-
chandise shall not be released until 
proper in-transit manifests are re-
ceived except that it may be treated as 
imported merchandise. 

(e) Substitution of merchandise. Any 
instance of substitution of merchandise 
shall be reported to the Commissioner 
of Customs, and the merchandise shall 
be detained. 

Subpart D—Shipments in Transit 
Through the United States 

§ 123.31 Merchandise in transit. 
(a) From one contiguous country to an-

other. Merchandise may be transported 
in transit across the United States be-
tween Canada and Mexico under the 
procedures set forth in part 18 of this 
chapter for merchandise entered for 
transportation and exportation. 

(b) From one point in a contiguous 
country to another through the United 
States. Merchandise may be transported 
from point to point in Canada or in 
Mexico through the United States in 
bond in accordance with the procedures 
set forth in §§ 18.20 to 18.24 of this chap-
ter except where those procedures are 
modified by this subpart or subparts E 
for trucks transiting the United 
States, F for commercial traveler’s 
samples, or G for baggage. 

§ 123.32 Manifests. 
(a) Form and number of copies required. 

Three copies of the transportation 
entry and manifest on Customs Form 

7512 shall be presented upon arrival of 
merchandise which is to proceed under 
the provisions of this subpart. 

(b) Consolidated train manifest. When 
the route is such that a train will re-
main intact while proceeding through 
the United States, a consolidated train 
manifest containing the same informa-
tion as is required on individual mani-
fests may be used. 

(c) Disposition of manifest form. One 
copy of the manifest shall be delivered 
to the person in charge of the carrier 
to accompany the conveyance and be 
delivered to the Customs officer at the 
final port of exit. 

§ 123.33 [Reserved] 

§ 123.34 Certain vehicle and vessel 
shipments. 

In the following circumstances, the 
copy of Customs Form 7512 to be re-
tained at the port of first arrival may 
be adapted for use as a combined in-
ward foreign manifest and in-bond 
transportation or direct exportation 
entry: 

(a) When all the merchandise arriv-
ing on one vehicle (except on trucks on 
the Canadian border) is to move in 
bond in the importing vehicle in a con-
tinuing movement through the United 
States; or 

(b) When all the merchandise arriv-
ing on one vessel or on one vehicle (ex-
cept on trucks on the Canadian border) 
is entered immediately upon arrival ei-
ther under a single immediate trans-
portation entry or a single transpor-
tation and exportation or direct expor-
tation entry. 
When Customs Form 7512 is to be used 
in this manner, the foreign port of lad-
ing and the name of the shipper shall 
be shown in every case, and a certifi-
cate in the following form shall be leg-
ibly stamped on the manifest or on a 
separate paper securely fastened there-
to and executed by the master of the 
vessel or the person in charge of the ve-
hicle: 

This entry correctly covers all the mer-
chandise on the vessel or vehicle, of which I 
am the master or person in charge, when it 
first arrived in the United States. If an error 
in the quantity, kind of article, or other de-
tails is discovered, I will immediately report 
the correct information to the port director. 
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