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148.77 Entry of effects on termination of as-
signment to extended duty, or on evacu-
ation. 

Subpart I—Personnel of Foreign Govern-
ments and International Organizations 
and Special Treatment for Returning 
Individuals 

148.81 General provisions. 
148.82 Diplomatic, consular, and other privi-

leged personnel. 
148.83 Diplomatic and consular bags. 
148.84 Special treatment for returning indi-

viduals. 
148.85 Subsequent importations for the per-

sonal or family use of diplomatic, con-
sular and other privileged personnel. 

148.86 Articles for official use of representa-
tives of foreign governments and public 
international organizations. 

148.87 Officers and employees of, and rep-
resentatives to public international orga-
nizations. 

148.88 Certain representatives to and offi-
cers of the United Nations and the Orga-
nization of American States. 

148.89 Property of public international orga-
nizations and foreign governments. 

148.90 Foreign military personnel. 

Subpart J—Noncommercial Importations 
of Limited Value 

148.101 Applicability. 
148.102 Flat rate of duty. 
148.103 Family grouping of allowances. 
148.104 Frequency of use. 
148.105 Procedure for excluding articles 

from flat rate of duty. 
148.106 Excluded articles of merchandise. 

Subpart K—Unaccompanied Shipments 
from American Samoa, Guam, the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mar-
iana Islands, or the Virgin Islands of 
the United States 

148.110 Applicability. 
148.111 Written declaration for unaccom-

panied articles. 
148.112 Evidence of purchase. 
148.113 Declaration, entry, and collection of 

duty. 
148.114 Shipment of unaccompanied arti-

cles. 
148.115 Release of shipment. 
148.116 Claim for refund. 

AUTHORITY: 19 U.S.C. 66, 1496, 1498, 1624. The 
provisions of this part, except for subpart C, 
are also issued under 19 U.S.C. 1202 (General 
Note 23, Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the 
United States); 

Section 148.21 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1461, 1462. 

Section 148.22 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1629; 

Sections 148.43, 148.51, 148.63, 148.64, 148.74 
also issued under 19 U.S.C. 1321; 

Section 148.87 also issued under 22 U.S.C. 
288. 

SOURCE: T.D. 73–27, 38 FR 2449, Jan. 26, 1973, 
unless otherwise noted. 

§ 148.0 Scope. 

This part contains the regulations 
governing the allowance of exemptions 
for residents and nonresidents arriving 
in the United States, for crewmembers 
of carriers engaged in international 
traffic, for military and civilian em-
ployees of the United States, for cer-
tain evacuees, and for certain per-
sonnel of foreign governments and 
international organizations. Proce-
dures and requirements are also set 
forth pertaining to registration of arti-
cles to be taken abroad, declaration 
and entry, and examination of baggage, 
and collection of duties and taxes. 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

§ 148.1 Registration of effects to be 
taken abroad. 

(a) Persons who may use procedure. 
Any person, except a nonresident sea-
man, airman, or person engaged in 
similar employment, who intends to 
take effects of foreign origin abroad 
may register such articles before de-
parture from the United States in 
order to facilitate their identification 
on return to the United States. Only 
articles of foreign origin having serial 
numbers or other distinctive, perma-
nently affixed unique markings can be 
registered. 

(b) Procedures for registration. Appli-
cants for registration of articles of for-
eign origin shall present the articles, 
together with a completed, but un-
signed, Customs Form 4457, which may 
be obtained in advance of departure, to 
a Customs officer. After the Customs 
officer has examined the articles and 
verified their description, he shall have 
the applicant sign the form. The Cus-
toms officer shall then sign the form 
and return it to the applicant for pres-
entation on return of the articles. Cus-
toms form 4455 may be required in any 
case in which Customs form 4457 will 
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not adequately serve the purpose of 
registration. 

(c) Presentation on return and reuse. 
The form shall be presented to the Cus-
toms officer when the registered arti-
cles are returned to the United States. 
The form shall be valid for reuse as 
long as the document is legible to iden-
tify the registered articles. 

[T.D. 82–102, 47 FR 24119, June 3, 1982, as 
amended by T.D. 91–35, 56 FR 19260, Apr. 26, 
1991] 

§ 148.2 Residence status of arriving 
persons. 

(a) General. Persons arriving from 
foreign countries shall be divided into 
two classes for Customs purposes: 

(1) Residents of the United States re-
turning from abroad, and 

(2) All other persons, hereinafter re-
ferred to as nonresidents. 

(b) Status as returning resident. Citi-
zens of the United States, or persons 
who have formerly resided in the 
United States, (including American 
citizens who are residents of American 
Samoa, Guam, the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands, or the 
Virgin Islands of the United States) 
shall be deemed residents of the United 
States returning from abroad within 
the meaning of ‘‘residents’’ as used in 
Chapter 98, Subchapter IV, Harmonized 
Tariff Schedule of the United States (19 
U.S.C. 1202), in the absence of satisfac-
tory evidence that they have estab-
lished a home elsewhere. For this pur-
pose, the residence of a wife shall be 
deemed to be that of her husband un-
less satisfactory evidence is presented 
that the wife has established a separate 
residence elsewhere. The residence of a 
minor child shall be presumed to be 
that of his parents. 

(c) Status as nonresident. Any person 
arriving in the United States who is 
not a resident of the United States or 
who, though a resident of the United 
States, is not returning from abroad, 
shall be treated for the purpose of 
these regulations as a nonresident. 

(d) Optional claim of nonresident sta-
tus. Any person arriving in the United 
States who would otherwise be consid-
ered a returning resident, may claim at 
his option the status of a nonresident if 
he intends to remain in the United 
States for only a short period of time 

before returning abroad. If the status 
as a nonresident claimed by an arriving 
person is allowed, the procedures in 
§ 148.8 shall be followed. 

[T.D. 73–27, 38 FR 2449, Jan. 26, 1973, as 
amended by T.D. 78–394, 43 FR 49788, Oct. 25, 
1978; T.D. 89–1, 53 FR 51263, Dec. 21, 1988; T.D. 
97–75, 62 FR 46441, Sept. 3, 1997] 

§ 148.3 Customs treatment after 
transiting the Panama Canal. 

Passengers’ baggage and effects and 
purchases of officers and crewmembers 
landed in the United States from ves-
sels which have transited the Panama 
Canal are subject to Customs examina-
tion and treatment in the same manner 
as arrivals from any other foreign 
country. 

[T.D. 73–27, 38 FR 2449, Jan. 26, 1973, as 
amended by T.D. 79–276, 44 FR 61957, Oct. 29, 
1979] 

§ 148.4 Accompanying articles. 

(a) Generally. Articles shall be consid-
ered as accompanying a passenger or 
brought in by him if the articles arrive 
on the same vessel, vehicle, or aircraft 
on the same date as that of his arrival 
in the United States. 

(b) Baggage shipped as freight. Articles 
in baggage shipped as freight on a bill 
of lading or airway bill shall be consid-
ered as accompanying a passenger 
when the baggage arrives on the con-
veyance on which he arrives in the 
United States. 

(c) Precleared articles. Articles in bag-
gage, or in baggage shipped as freight, 
shall be considered as accompanying a 
passenger if examined at an established 
preclearance station and the baggage is 
hand-carried, checked or manifested on 
the conveyance on which he arrives in 
the United States. 

(d) Automobiles. An automobile which 
arrives on the same mode of convey-
ance on the same date as a passenger 
arrives in the United States shall be 
considered as accompanying him. 

(e) Misdirected baggage. Baggage 
which arrives on the same mode of con-
veyance ahead of, or after a passenger, 
shall be treated as accompanying him 
if it is fully evident to the examining 
officer from the circumstances that: 

(1) The passenger intended the bag-
gage to arrive with him; and 
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(2) It was misdirected through no 
fault of the passenger. 

§ 148.5 Regular entry of articles in 
baggage. 

Subject to any applicable exemption 
from entry requirements, articles im-
ported as baggage but not passed under 
a baggage declaration or under the pro-
cedure provided in § 148.6 for unaccom-
panied shipments of effects subject to 
personal exemptions shall be entered in 
the same manner as a cargo importa-
tion of like goods. In making regular 
entry for articles imported in baggage, 
the value of articles entitled to free 
entry under subheadings 9804.00.10, or 
9804.00.45, Harmonized Tariff Schedule 
of the United States (19 U.S.C. 1202), 
shall be disregarded in determining 
whether formal or informal entry is re-
quired. 

[T.D. 73–27, 38 FR 2449, Jan. 26, 1973, as 
amended by T.D. 89–1, 53 FR 51263, Dec. 21, 
1988] 

§ 148.6 Entry of unaccompanied ship-
ments of effects subject to personal 
exemptions. 

(a) Declaration to support free entry. 
When effects claimed to be free of duty 
under subheadings 9804.00.10, 9804.00.20, 
9804.00.25, 9804.00.35 or 9804.00.45, Har-
monized Tariff Schedule of the United 
States (HTSUS) (19 U.S.C. 1202), do not 
accompany the importer on his arrival 
in the United States or are forwarded 
in bond, a declaration of the importer 
on Customs Form 3299 shall be required 
to support the claim for free entry. 
However, an oral declaration may be 
accepted in lieu of a written declara-
tion on Customs Form 3299, for effects 
of a resident which are free of duty 
under subheadings 9804.00.10 or 
9804.00.45. Effects of returning residents 
entitled to free entry under sub-
headings 9804.00.10 or 9804.00.45 (except 
automobiles and other vehicles of resi-
dents returning from countries other 
than Canada or Mexico) need not be 
itemized if a written declaration is re-
quired. 

(b) Exemption from entry. If the port 
director is satisfied that an entry 
would serve no good purpose, none need 
be required, but evidence of ownership 
for Customs purposes, such as a car-
rier’s certificate or properly endorsed 

bill of lading, shall be required with 
the declaration. Such exemption from 
entry may also be applied with respect 
to household effects or tools of trade 
entitled to free entry (see §§ 148.52 and 
148.53 respectively) which are unaccom-
panied or forwarded in bond. 

[T.D. 73–27, 38 FR 2449, Jan. 26, 1973, as 
amended by T.D. 89–1, 53 FR 51264, Dec. 21, 
1988] 

§ 148.7 Unclaimed baggage. 

Articles in passengers’ baggage on 
which duties due are not paid and bag-
gage not claimed within a reasonable 
time shall be treated as unclaimed and 
sent to general order. 

§ 148.8 Temporary importation by resi-
dents arriving for short visits. 

A person claiming the status of a 
nonresident upon arrival for a short 
visit in the United States before re-
turning abroad may import articles 
free of duty under subheadings 
9804.00.20, 9804.00.25, 9804.00.30, 9804.00.35, 
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the 
United States (19 U.S.C. 1202), in ac-
cordance with the following procedure: 

(a) The person claiming the status 
shall agree to export all such articles 
upon his departure from the United 
States, except articles imported as 
gifts under subheading 9804.00.30, and 
articles consumed during his visit; 

(b) When required to do so, the per-
son claiming the status shall list all 
articles of substantial value which he 
is importing on Customs Form 4455, in 
duplicate, noting thereon the expected 
duration of his visit. He shall present 
the completed form to the inspecting 
officer who will initial both copies and 
return the duplicate to him; 

(c) Upon his departure from the 
United States at the completion of his 
visit, the person claiming the status of 
a nonresident shall present to a Cus-
toms officer the duplicate copy of Cus-
toms Form 4455, initialed by the in-
specting officer, and the articles listed 
thereon shall be subject to inspection; 
and 

(d) If he decides not to return abroad, 
the person claiming the status shall 
immediately notify the director of the 
port of entry. The port director will ad-
vise him of the amount of duties and 
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taxes due by reason of his failure to re-
turn abroad. 

[T.D. 73–27, 38 FR 2449, Jan. 26, 1973, as 
amended by T.D. 89–1, 53 FR 51264, Dec. 21, 
1988] 

Subpart B—Declarations 
§ 148.11 Declaration required. 

All articles brought into the United 
States by any individual shall be de-
clared to a Customs officer at the port 
of first arrival in the United States, on 
a conveyance en route to the United 
States on which a Customs officer is 
assigned for that purpose, or at a 
preclearance office in a foreign country 
where a United States Customs officer 
is stationed for that purpose. 

§ 148.12 Oral declarations. 
(a) Generally. Returning residents and 

nonresidents arriving in the United 
States may make an oral declaration 
under the conditions set forth in para-
graph (b) of this section. However, 
written declarations may be required 
generally or in respect to particular 
types of traffic at any port if necessary 
to effect prompt and orderly clearance 
of passengers and their effects, and 
may be required in particular cases at 
any port if deemed necessary to protect 
the revenue. If an oral declaration is 
permitted, completion of the identi-
fying information on Customs Form 
6059–B may be required. 

(b) When permitted. Oral declarations 
may be permitted under the following 
conditions: 

(1) Residents. A returning resident 
may make an oral declaration if: 

(i) The aggregate fair retail value in 
the country of acquisition of all ac-
companying articles acquired abroad 
by him and of alterations and dutiable 
repairs made abroad to personal and 
household effects taken out and 
brought back by him does not exceed: 

(A) $400; or 
(B) $600 in the case of a direct arrival 

from a beneficiary country as defined 
in § 10.191(b)(1) of this chapter, not 
more than $400 of which shall have 
been acquired elsewhere than in bene-
ficiary countries; or 

(C) $1,200 in the case of a direct or in-
direct arrival from American Samoa, 
Guam, the Commonwealth of the 

Northern Mariana Islands, or the Vir-
gin Islands of the United States, not 
more than $400 of which shall have 
been acquired elsewhere than in such 
locations except that up to $600 of 
which may have been acquired in one 
or more beneficiary countries as de-
fined in § 10.191(b)(1) of this chapter; 

(ii) None of his accompanying arti-
cles are forwarded in bond; and 

(iii) None of his accompanying arti-
cles are imported for the account of 
any other person or for sale. 

(2) Nonresidents. An arriving non-
resident may make an oral declaration 
if all the articles he has to declare are: 

(i) Entitled to free entry under his 
personal exemptions (see Subpart E of 
this part); or 

(ii) Eligible for the administrative 
exemption for articles not exceeding 
$200 in aggregate value, provided in 
section 321(a)(2)(B), Tariff Act of 1930, 
as amended (19 U.S.C. 1321(a)(2)(B)) (see 
§ 148.51). 

(c) Memorandum baggage declaration 
for dutiable articles. When an arriving 
person is carrying a few dutiable or 
taxable articles which can be readily 
identified and segregated from articles 
entitled to free entry under his per-
sonal exemptions, the Customs officer 
may prepare a memorandum baggage 
declaration using a cash receipt, Cus-
toms Form 368 or 368A, for dutiable or 
taxable articles if he determines that a 
written declaration by the arriving 
person is not essential. 

[T.D. 73–27, 38 FR 2449, Jan. 26, 1973, as 
amended by T.D. 78–394, 43 FR 49788, Oct. 25, 
1978; T.D. 86–118, 51 FR 22516, June 20, 1986; 
T.D. 92–56, 57 FR 24944, June 12, 1992; T.D. 94– 
51, 59 FR 30296, June 13, 1994; T.D. 97–75, 62 
FR 46441, Sept. 3, 1997] 

§ 148.13 Written declarations. 
(a) When required. Unless an oral dec-

laration is accepted under § 148.12, the 
declaration required of a person arriv-
ing in the United States shall be in 
writing on Customs Form 6059–B. 

(b) Completion and presentation of writ-
ten declarations. The person arriving in 
the United States shall complete the 
information required by Customs Form 
6059–B and shall list all articles ac-
quired abroad which are in his posses-
sion at the time of arrival. Individual 
items not exceeding $5 per item in fair 
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