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Earning a Lifetime of Dividends,’’ highlights the importance of financial 
education to consumer protection. 

The Federal Government provides many educational resources and pro-
grams to help protect Americans against fraud by giving them information 
about their options in the marketplace. The Federal Trade Commission and 
more than 100 other Federal agencies have collaborated on a website, 
www.consumer.gov, which provides helpful information ranging from how 
credit ratings work to how to buy a new car. The Department of the Treas-
ury has also established an Office of Financial Education to oversee inter 
agency efforts to coordinate and expand financial education initiatives. 

In addition, my Administration is working to expand financial literacy for 
potential homeowners. We have doubled the funds for housing and finan-
cial counseling services, including those run by faith-based and community 
groups, and we are distributing millions of dollars in grants to national, 
State, and local organizations that promote home buyer education and 
counseling. The Department of Housing and Urban Development is also 
collaborating with the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation to expand the 
‘‘Money Smart’’ financial education program in public housing. Education 
about the home-buying process not only protects our citizens from con-
sumer fraud, but also empowers them to achieve their dreams. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim February 1 through February 
7, 2004, as National Consumer Protection Week. I call upon government of-
ficials, industry leaders, and consumer advocates to provide consumers 
with information about the lifetime benefits of financial literacy, and I en-
courage all citizens to take advantage of the resources that can help them 
become responsible consumers, savers, and investors. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of 
February, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7756 of February 3, 2004 

National African American History Month, 2004 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

During National African American History Month, we honor the heritage 
and accomplishments of African Americans and recognize their extraor-
dinary contributions to the United States. 

African Americans have upheld the ideals of America, defended our home-
land, and enriched American culture and society. Brave leaders such as So-
journer Truth, Harriet Tubman, Booker T. Washington, Martin Luther King, 
Jr., and Leon Sullivan caused America to examine its heart and to respect 
the dignity and equality of all people, regardless of race. Today, African 
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Americans are leaders at the highest levels of the military, business, edu-
cation, law, government, the arts, sports, and religion. 

To help share the stories of the millions of African Americans who have 
strengthened our country, I recently signed legislation establishing the Na-
tional Museum of African American History and Culture as a part of the 
Smithsonian Institution. This museum will commemorate the triumphs of 
African Americans—their determination in overcoming the evil of slavery 
and discrimination and their many achievements and contributions to our 
Nation. 

This year’s National African American History Month celebrates the 50th 
anniversary of the Supreme Court’s 1954 decision in Brown v. Board of 
Education. In that landmark decision, the Supreme Court declared an end 
to the shameful and unconstitutional practice of legal segregation in 
schools, ruling unanimously that the Constitution requires all Americans to 
be treated equally without regard to the color of their skin. The Brown de-
cision transformed America and fulfilled the principles of our Constitution. 
This year, we remember the brave schoolchildren and parents who chal-
lenged segregation. We recognize the legal and moral advocates who paved 
the way for this decision, including Thurgood Marshall, the heroic lawyer 
who represented Linda Brown and fought for her rights and the rights of 
all African Americans. We remember the nine justices of the Supreme 
Court who helped America begin to make equal justice under law a reality 
for African Americans. Nearly 50 years after Brown, we are grateful for the 
progress America has made, but we also recognize that there is still work 
to be done to ensure that our country lives up to the founding principle 
that all of God’s children are created equal. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim February 2004 as National 
African American History Month. I call upon public officials, educators, li-
brarians, and all the people of the United States to observe this month with 
appropriate programs and activities that highlight and honor the contribu-
tions African Americans have made to our Nation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of 
February, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Proclamation 7757 of February 26, 2004 

Expanding the Scope of the National Emergency and 
Invocation of Emergency Authority Relating To the 
Regulation of the Anchorage and Movement of Vessels into 
Cuban Territorial Waters 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

By the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, in order to expand the scope of the national 
emergency declared in Proclamation 6867 of March 1, 1996, based on the 
disturbance or threatened disturbance of the international relations of the 
United States caused by actions taken by the Cuban government, and in 
light of steps taken over the past year by the Cuban government to worsen 
the threat to United States international relations, and, 

WHEREAS the United States has determined that Cuba is a state-sponsor 
of terrorism and it is subject to the restrictions of section 6(j)(1)(A) of the 
Export Administration Act of 1979, section 620A of the Foreign Assistance 
Act of 1961, and section 40 of the Arms Export Control Act; 

WHEREAS the Cuban government has demonstrated a ready and reckless 
willingness to use excessive force, including deadly force, against U.S. citi-
zens, in the ostensible enforcement of its sovereignty, including the Feb-
ruary 1996 shoot-down of two unarmed U.S.-registered civilian aircraft in 
international airspace, resulting in the deaths of three American citizens 
and one other individual; 

WHEREAS the Cuban government has demonstrated a ready and reckless 
willingness to use excessive force, including deadly force, against U.S. citi-
zens and its own citizens, including on July 13, 1995, when persons in 
U.S.-registered vessels that entered into Cuban territorial waters suffered in-
jury as a result of the reckless use of force against them by the Cuban mili-
tary, and including the July 1994 sinking of an unarmed Cuban-registered 
vessel, resulting in the deaths of 41 Cuban citizens; 

WHEREAS the Cuban government has impounded U.S.-registered vessels 
in Cuban ports and forced the owners, as a condition of release, to violate 
U.S. law by requiring payments to be made to the Cuban government; 

WHEREAS the entry of any U.S.-registered vessels into Cuban territorial 
waters could result in injury to, or loss of life of, persons engaged in that 
conduct, due to the potential use of excessive force, including deadly force, 
against them by the Cuban military, and could threaten a disturbance of 
international relations; 

WHEREAS the unauthorized entry of vessels subject to the jurisdiction of 
the United States into Cuban territorial waters is in violation of U.S. law 
and contrary to U.S. policy; 

WHEREAS the objectives of U.S. policy regarding Cuba are the end of the 
dictatorship and a rapid, peaceful transition to a representative democracy 
respectful of human rights and characterized by an open market economic 
system; 
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