
21 

Proclamations Proc. 7767 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of 
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7766 of April 2, 2004 

National Child Abuse Prevention Month, 2004 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

America has a fundamental duty to protect the safety and well-being of its 
children. During National Child Abuse Prevention Month, we renew our 
commitment to preventing child abuse and neglect, and we dedicate our-
selves to creating a safe environment in which our children can grow and 
thrive. 

We have made important progress in protecting America’s children, but too 
many still suffer from abuse and neglect. Recent reports indicate that nearly 
900,000 children were found to be victims of abuse or neglect in 2002. Of 
these children, an estimated 1,400 died, 75 percent of whom were 4 years 
old or younger. 

These young girls and boys depend on adults to recognize the risk factors 
and warning signs of abuse and to take action to end it. This critical re-
sponsibility is shared by parents, teachers, coaches, religious leaders, gov-
ernment officials, and concerned citizens in every community. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 2004 as National Child 
Abuse Prevention Month. I encourage all citizens to take an active role in 
creating a caring community and help protect America’s children from 
abuse and neglect. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of 
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7767 of April 2, 2004 

Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2004 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

On Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., we recognize the importance of 
teaching children good character and values. Families, schools, and reli-
gious congregations help instill in our children the enduring values of 
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courage, compassion, integrity, and respect for differences of faith and race. 
By building the mind and character of every child in America, we encour-
age our children to make the right choices, and we create a future of prom-
ise and opportunity for all. 

As we promote good character, we must also advance excellence in edu-
cation and set high standards for all of our students. By raising expecta-
tions, insisting on results, and challenging failure, we strengthen our 
schools and create an environment where every student can succeed. 

To help America’s young people make the right choices, we need to pro-
vide them with good examples. Strong role models help children build 
confidence, gain knowledge, and develop good character. For the past 20 
years, this day has honored Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe. He helped establish education and outreach centers, of-
fering social service programs and humanitarian aid worldwide. After his 
death in 1994, the Rebbe received the Congressional Gold Medal for his 
‘‘outstanding and lasting contributions toward improvements in world edu-
cation, morality, and acts of charity.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 2, 2004, as Education 
and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I call upon all Americans to strengthen our Nation 
by teaching our children about the culture of responsibility and citizenship. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of 
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7768 of April 7, 2004 

National D.A.R.E. Day, 2004 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Drug Abuse Resistance Education (D.A.R.E.) is one of the most widely rec-
ognized substance abuse and violence prevention programs in America. For 
more than 20 years, D.A.R.E. has brought specially trained police officers 
into classrooms to teach students about the importance of making healthy 
choices. These efforts have helped reduce illegal drug use in our country, 
but there remains work to be done. 

Drug abuse costs people their health and robs them of their promise. A crit-
ical component of stopping illegal drug use is cutting the demand for 
drugs, and D.A.R.E. is an important part of expanding these efforts. By in-
troducing students to local police officers and teaching them to become 
good citizens, D.A.R.E. also strengthens communities. 

To help prevent illegal drug use, my National Drug Control Strategy in-
cludes the National Youth Anti-Drug Media Campaign; support for drug- 
free community coalitions; and $25 million for student drug testing. Our 
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