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Proclamations Proc. 7797 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day of 
June, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7797 of June 19, 2004 

Father’s Day, 2004 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

A special bond exists between a father and his children. On Father’s Day, 
we recognize the important role fathers play in the American family, and 
we honor them for their strength, love, and commitment. 

After listening to a church service on Mother’s Day 1909, Sonora Dodd pro-
posed a day to honor fathers. She was inspired by the courage and sacrifice 
of her own father, a Civil War veteran, who reared six children by himself 
after his wife’s death. As others began to celebrate it, the idea for Father’s 
Day spread across America. In 1966, President Lyndon Johnson officially 
proclaimed Father’s Day as a national observance. 

Fathers have a duty to love their children with all their hearts and prepare 
them to be independent, compassionate, and responsible citizens. A fa-
ther’s words and actions are critical in shaping the character of his chil-
dren. A father’s love helps teach them right from wrong, explains to them 
the consequences of bad decisions, and strengthens them with encourage-
ment. 

As we honor our fathers on this day, we express our heartfelt appreciation 
for their leadership, support, and protection for their children and families. 
We particularly recognize the many fathers who are far from home, serving 
our Nation and defending the cause of freedom around the world. They 
have answered a great call and live by a code of honor and duty that serves 
as an example for their sons and daughters and for all Americans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, in accordance with a joint resolution of the Congress approved 
April 24, 1972, as amended (36 U.S.C. 109), do hereby proclaim June 20, 
2004, as Father’s Day. I encourage all Americans to express love, admira-
tion, and thanks to their fathers for their contributions to our lives and to 
society. I direct the appropriate officials of the Government to display the 
flag of the United States on all Government buildings on this day. I also 
call upon State and local governments and citizens to observe this day with 
appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth day 
of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Title 3—The President Proc. 7798 

Proclamation 7798 of June 22, 2004 

Black Music Month, 2004 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The creativity and variety of African-American composers, singers, and 
musicians have shaped America’s artistic and cultural landscape. During 
Black Music Month, we celebrate and honor the extraordinary impact of 
African-American music on our Nation’s musical heritage. 

The artistry of black musicians changes as each generation brings new tal-
ent and trends. Yet, there is a continuous theme. From the profound spir-
ituality of African indigenous faith that influenced gospel, through the de-
velopment of blues and jazz, to the emergence of rhythm and blues and 
rock and roll, we hear the richness of the African-American experience, 
past and present. 

The earliest African-American music echoed the struggle of the oppressed, 
the trust of the faithful, and the endurance of the weary. We hear the voice 
of hope in work songs, hymns, psalms, and spirituals. The musical expres-
sion that captured the struggle for freedom and equality formed the founda-
tion for gospel, blues, and jazz. African-American churchgoers transformed 
early spirituals into gospel music, giving voice to praises that still move lis-
teners today. In the early 20th century, performers like Ida Cox and Tommy 
Johnson gave life to the improvised performances and style of the blues. 
As artists migrated to cities, the blues developed into an urban phe-
nomenon and evolved into a major force in contemporary music. 

During the same period, early pioneers such as Duke Ellington and Jelly 
Roll Morton were merging African musical roots with popular and church 
music to create a distinctively American sound: jazz. Songs first played in 
clubs in New Orleans, Memphis, and Chicago are now recognized and 
loved around the world. As jazz has expanded beyond its acoustic roots, 
African-American dreams, hopes, and joys have remained at the music’s 
core. 

The brilliance of new musical expressions emerged with rhythm and blues 
in the 1940s and rock and roll in the 1950s. Songs from great artists per-
forming today embody the enduring appeal of this music. As black music 
continues to bring enjoyment to us all, the commemoration of this month 
expresses our Nation’s recognition of its influence and our pride in its leg-
acy. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 2004 as Black Music 
Month. I encourage all Americans to learn more about the history of black 
music and to enjoy the great contributions of African-American musicians. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-second 
day of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty- 
eighth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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