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Proclamation 7827 of October 6, 2004
German-American Day, 2004

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Generations of German immigrants and their descendents have helped
build America and chart its course through history. On German-American
Day, we recognize these proud citizens for their important contributions to
America and honor the bond between two great nations.

German Americans have been part of America’s history since its earliest
days, beginning with the establishment of the Jamestown Colony in 1607
and the arrival of German Quakers and Mennonite families in 1683. Many
of these early settlers came to America seeking religious freedom and the
chance to develop a community based on tolerance and respect for all peo-
ple. During the westward expansion of the United States, many German
families helped settle communities, found cities, and develop the agri-
culture industry. Over time, the core beliefs of these freedom-loving indi-
viduals helped define the liberty and opportunity that our country rep-
resents. Their traditions of public debate and active citizenship influenced
important social issues such as land reform, abolition, workers’ rights, and
women’s suffrage.

This week, our Government is breaking ground for a new Embassy in his-
toric Berlin, exemplifying America’s support of a unified Germany. Sharing
a common commitment to freedom, peace, and prosperity, the citizens of
Germany and America can build a better future for the benefit of all na-
tions.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 6, 2004, as German-
American Day, and I encourage all Americans to recognize the contribu-
tions of our citizens of German descent.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7828 of October 7, 2004
Leif Erikson Day, 2004

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

More than 1,000 years ago, Leif Erikson led his crew on a journey across
the Atlantic, becoming the first European known to have set foot on North
American soil. Every October, we honor this courageous Viking explorer,
his historic voyage, and the rich heritage of Nordic Americans.
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Immigrants from Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden and
their descendants have made great contributions to our Nation in the fields
of business, politics, the arts, education, agriculture, and other areas. Nor-
dic Americans have also made a significant mark on our country’s society
and culture, and have helped to establish and define America’s most cher-
ished principles. Their energy and spirit have inspired others, and their
courage, skill, and determination have played an important role in the de-
velopment of our country. Today, millions of people in the United States
trace their origins to these Nordic countries, and their contributions to
America make our country stronger and better.

On this day, we also recognize our longstanding ties to these nations that
were home to the ancestors of many Americans. Together, we continue to
work to advance prosperity, expand freedom, and increase stability and se-
curity in Europe and elsewhere in the world.

To honor Leif Erikson, the courageous son of Iceland and grandson of Nor-
way, and to celebrate our citizens of Nordic-American heritage, the Con-
gress, by joint resolution (Public Law 88-566) approved on September 2,
1964, has authorized and requested the President to proclaim October 9 of
each year as “Leif Erikson Day.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim October 9, 2004, as Leif Erikson Day. I call
upon all Americans to observe this day with appropriate ceremonies, ac-
tivities, and programs to honor our rich Nordic-American heritage.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day of
October, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7829 of October 11, 2004
Columbus Day, 2004

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The journeys of Christopher Columbus are among the world’s greatest sto-
ries of daring and discovery. His courage, optimism, and adventurous spirit
altered the course of history. On Columbus Day, we celebrate this remark-
able explorer and his contributions to the “New World.”

In August 1492, Columbus left Spain and sailed into the unknown with the
simplest of navigational equipment. The risks were great and the outcome
uncertain. Yet, Columbus was committed to the cause of discovery, finding
a more efficient trade route to the East and advancing European civiliza-
tion.

Today, Columbus’ voyages continue to stir our imagination and encourage
us to explore new frontiers. His spirit of determination and discovery is a
characteristic shared by the American people and is reflected throughout
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