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Forests Restoration Act of 2003, which I signed into law last December, ex-
pands our work, helping protect valuable lands that serve as habitat for 
wildlife and ensuring the safety and economic vitality of communities af-
fected by wildfires. The Act enforces high standards of conservation to help 
return our forests to more natural conditions and maintain the full range 
of forest types. 

To ensure that our forests remain a source of pride for all Americans, we 
must continue our tradition of protecting the land for future generations. 
By combining the ethic of good stewardship with the spirit of innovation, 
we can advance a healthy environment and continue economic growth and 
job creation. 

In recognizing the importance of our forests, the Congress, by Public Law 
86–753 (36 U.S.C. 123), as amended, has designated the week beginning on 
the third Sunday in October of each year as ‘‘National Forest Products 
Week’’ and has authorized and requested the President to issue a proclama-
tion in observance of this week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim October 17 through October 23, 2004, as 
National Forest Products Week. I call upon all Americans to observe this 
week with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7837 of October 24, 2004 

United Nations Day, 2004 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

On United Nations Day, we commemorate the founding of the United Na-
tions in 1945 and recognize its many contributions to advancing peace and 
human rights around the world. 

Our Declaration of Independence and the United Nations’ Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights proclaim the equal value and dignity of every 
human life. That dignity is honored by the rule of law, limits on the power 
of the state, respect for women, protection of private property, free speech, 
equal justice, and religious tolerance. These founding documents affirm 
that the bright line between justice and injustice is the same in every age, 
every culture, and every nation. 

Today, the United Nations is helping advance these ideals in many places 
around the globe. The U.N. assisted Afghanistan in making history when 
Afghan women and men voted in a democratic Presidential election earlier 
this month. In Sudan, Liberia, Haiti, and other nations, the U.N. has been 
working to bring security, stability, and humanitarian assistance to people 
in need. From Africa to the Caribbean to Asia, the U.N. is helping to turn 

VerDate Aug<04>2004 13:40 Mar 28, 2005 Jkt 205006 PO 00000 Frm 00106 Fmt 8090 Sfmt 8090 Y:\SGML\205006T.XXX 205006T



107 

Proclamations Proc. 7838 

societies away from old conflicts, overcome persistent poverty, and fight 
HIV/AIDS and other diseases. 

The United States remains committed to the high ideals of the U.N. as stat-
ed in its charter: ‘‘To save succeeding generations from the scourge of war 
. . . to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights . . . and to promote social 
progress and better standards of life in larger freedom.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 24, 2004, as United 
Nations Day. I urge the Governors of the 50 States, the Governor of the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and the officials of other areas under the 
flag of the United States to honor the observance of United Nations Day 
with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth 
day of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty- 
ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7838 of November 4, 2004 

National Adoption Month, 2004 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

By deciding to share their hearts and homes with a child, adoptive parents 
demonstrate great compassion and receive many blessings in return. During 
National Adoption Month, we recognize the generosity of adoptive and fos-
ter families who are providing hope and love, and we encourage the adop-
tion of children of all ages. 

In 2002, I signed the Promoting Safe and Stable Families legislation that 
supports families and promotes adoption, and last December I signed the 
Adoption Promotion Act of 2003 to increase incentives to adopt older chil-
dren. We have raised the adoption tax credit to $10,000 per child and cre-
ated the AdoptUSKids website that has joined thousands of children with 
adoptive parents. We are working hard to place more children from foster 
care to permanent homes. This year, on November 20, communities from 
all 50 States and the District of Columbia will celebrate National Adoption 
Day by finalizing the adoption of thousands of children by loving families. 
And each one of those families will be enriched by the addition of new 
members. By bringing care and hope into other lives, individuals can fill 
their own lives with greater purpose. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 2004 as National 
Adoption Month. I call on all Americans to observe this month with appro-
priate programs and activities to honor adoptive families and to participate 
in efforts to find permanent homes for waiting children. 
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