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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-third 
day of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7850 of December 1, 2004 

World AIDS Day, 2004 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

HIV/AIDS is the greatest health crisis of our time. Its defeat requires the 
cooperation of the entire global community. On World AIDS Day, people 
around the world unite to demonstrate our commitment to fighting HIV/ 
AIDS and to offer prayers and support for those living with HIV/AIDS and 
for their families and caregivers. 

America and many nations have great opportunities to improve health, ex-
pand prosperity, and extend freedom in our time. My Administration has 
made turning the tide against HIV/AIDS a priority. In my 2003 State of the 
Union Address, I was proud to announce the Emergency Plan for AIDS Re-
lief. This plan commits $15 billion over 5 years to fight the HIV/AIDS pan-
demic in over 100 countries throughout the world, focusing on 15 of the 
hardest-hit countries in Africa, the Caribbean, and Asia. These funds are 
already at work and will help prevent 7 million new infections, treat 2 mil-
lion infected individuals, and care for 10 million individuals, including or-
phans and vulnerable children infected or affected by this disease. 

This year, we also recognize the challenges HIV/AIDS poses to women. 
Through the Emergency Plan, the United States supports drug therapy and 
counseling to prevent mother-to-child transmission of HIV/AIDS. In addi-
tion, we are working to prevent girls from becoming infected through sex-
ual coercion or exploitation and to increase support and services to help 
reduce the burden on women who are called upon to care for a sick loved 
one. 

In order to defeat this pandemic, we also must discover new treatments 
and cures. America joined with other countries at the G-8 Summit in June 
to announce the Global HIV Vaccine Enterprise, a major commitment from 
the world’s leading scientists to find ways to combat this devastating dis-
ease. My Administration also supports efforts to encourage testing because 
in the United States alone, one-quarter of those infected with HIV each year 
do not know that they are infected. And, because abstinence is the only 
sure way to avoid sexually transmitted diseases, my Administration has 
more than tripled funding for abstinence-only programs since taking office. 

Our country and other nations around the world are working to bring new 
hope to those suffering with HIV/AIDS and contribute to a healthier future 
for people around the world. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 

VerDate Aug<04>2004 13:40 Mar 28, 2005 Jkt 205006 PO 00000 Frm 00118 Fmt 8090 Sfmt 8090 Y:\SGML\205006T.XXX 205006T



119 

Proclamations Proc. 7851 

laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim December 1, 2004, as World 
AIDS Day. I urge the Governors of the States and the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, officials of the other territories subject to the jurisdiction of 
the United States, and the American people to join me in remembering 
those who have lost their lives to this disease and to comfort and support 
those living with and affected by HIV/AIDS. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of De-
cember, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7851 of December 2, 2004 

National Drunk and Drugged Driving Prevention Month, 
2004 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

As a Nation, we have made great strides in reducing the deadly cost of im-
paired driving, but driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs still 
shatters too many lives and robs too many people of their potential. During 
National Drunk and Drugged Driving Prevention Month, we continue our 
work to end impaired driving and urge all Americans to be responsible and 
safe drivers this holiday season and throughout the year. 

My Administration is committed to saving lives and preventing injuries re-
sulting from alcohol- and drug-impaired driving. The NHTSA sponsors 
public education programs such as the ‘‘You Drink & Drive. You Lose.’’ 
campaign to raise awareness about the dangers of drunk and drugged driv-
ing, and works with State and local law enforcement agencies as they con-
duct sobriety checkpoints and saturation patrols. In addition, the National 
Youth Anti-Drug Media Campaign has invested millions of dollars to edu-
cate Americans about the threat posed by illegal drugs and drugged driving. 
We are also increasing resources for State enforcement and education pro-
grams. My Administration awarded $80.6 million in grants this year to 
States that have lowered the legal threshold for impaired driving to .08 
blood alcohol concentration (BAC). As of this year, all 50 States, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico have adopted this 
legal definition of impaired driving. 

Individuals across our country can help prevent drunk and drugged driving 
by encouraging responsible actions, identifying sober designated drivers, 
and educating young people about safe, substance-free driving behavior. 
Working together, all Americans can make our roads safer and save lives 
by preventing drunk and drugged driving. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim December 2004 as National 
Drunk and Drugged Driving Prevention Month. 
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