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22, U.S. Code, section 2351. The Execu-
tive Order No. 10973 dated November 3, 
1961 (26 FR 10469), describes the admin-
istration of foreign assistance and re-
lated functions. 

(b) Diplomatic transactions. Sales of 
Coast Guard material under reimburs-
able aid will be by direction of the 
Commandant (FS) and as approved by 
the Office of the Chief of Naval Oper-
ations. Reimbursable aid transactions 
are diplomatic transactions and are ne-
gotiated primarily between the respec-
tive foreign military attaché or other 
representatives of their embassy in 
Washington, DC, and the Office of the 
Chief of Naval Operations. Prices will 
be based on material cost only and es-
timates will not include packing, crat-
ing, and handling or transportation 
costs. Under reimbursable aid, trans-
portation costs are borne by the pur-
chasing country and shipments are 
usually accomplished on collect com-
mercial bills of lading. 

§ 1.26–25 Payment of charges. 

(a) The payment of charges shall be 
by postal money order or check pay-
able to ‘‘U.S. Coast Guard,’’ and given 
or sent to the office of the Coast Guard 
performing the service or furnishing 
the supplies, equipment, etc. 

PART 2—JURISDICTION 

Subpart A—General 

Sec. 
2.1 Purpose. 
2.5 Specific definitions control. 

Subpart B—Jurisdictional Terms 

2.20 Territorial sea baseline. 
2.22 Territorial sea. 
2.24 Internal waters. 
2.26 Inland waters. 
2.28 Contiguous zone. 
2.30 Exclusive Economic Zone. 
2.32 High seas. 
2.34 Waters subject to tidal influence; wa-

ters subject to the ebb and flow of the 
tide; mean high water. 

2.36 Navigable waters of the United States, 
navigable waters, territorial waters. 

2.38 Waters subject to the jurisdiction of 
the United States; waters over which the 
United States has jurisdiction. 

Subpart C—Availability of Jurisdictional 
Decisions 

2.40 Maintenance of decisions. 
2.45 Decisions subject to change or modi-

fication and availability of lists and 
charts. 

AUTHORITY: 14 U.S.C. 633; 33 U.S.C. 1222; 
Pub. L. 89–670, 80 Stat. 931, 49 U.S.C. 108; Pub. 
L. 107–296, 116 Stat. 2135, 2249, 6 U.S.C. 101 
note and 468; Department of Homeland Secu-
rity Delegation No. 0170.1. 

SOURCE: USCG–2001–9044, 68 FR 42598, July 
18, 2003, unless otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General 

§ 2.1 Purpose. 
(a) The purpose of this part is to de-

fine terms the Coast Guard uses in reg-
ulations, policies, and procedures, to 
determine whether it has jurisdiction 
on certain waters in cases where spe-
cific jurisdictional definitions are not 
otherwise provided. 

(b) Figure 2.1 is a visual aid to assist 
you in understanding this part. 
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§ 2.5 Specific definitions control. 

In cases where a particular statute, 
regulation, policy or procedure pro-
vides a specific jurisdictional defini-
tion that differs from the definitions 

contained in this part, the former defi-
nition controls. 

NOTE TO § 2.5: For example, the definition 
of ‘‘inland waters’’ in the Inland Naviga-
tional Rules Act of 1980 (33 U.S.C. 2003(o)) 
would control the interpretation of inland 
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navigation rules created under that Act and 
the ‘‘inland waters’’ definition in 46 CFR 
10.103 would control regulations in 46 CFR 
part 10. Also, in various laws administered 
and enforced by the Coast Guard, the terms 
‘‘State’’ and ‘‘United States’’ are defined to 
include some or all of the territories and pos-
sessions of the United States. The definitions 
in §§ 2.36 and 2.38 should be considered as sup-
plementary to these statutory definitions 
and not as interpretive of them. 

Subpart B—Jurisdictional Terms 

§ 2.20 Territorial sea baseline. 
Territorial sea baseline means the line 

defining the shoreward extent of the 
territorial sea of the United States 
drawn according to the principles, as 
recognized by the United States, of the 
Convention on the Territorial Sea and 
the Contiguous Zone, 15 U.S.T. 1606, 
and the 1982 United Nations Conven-
tion on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), 
21 I.L.M. 1261. Normally, the territorial 
sea baseline is the mean low water line 
along the coast of the United States. 

NOTE TO § 2.20: Charts depicting the terri-
torial sea baseline are available for examina-
tion in accordance with § 1.10–5 of this chap-
ter. 

§ 2.22 Territorial sea. 
(a) With respect to the United States, 

the following apply— 
(1) Territorial sea means the waters, 12 

nautical miles wide, adjacent to the 
coast of the United States and seaward 
of the territorial sea baseline, for— 

(i) Statutes included within subtitle 
II and subtitle VI, title 46, U.S.C.; the 
Ports and Waterways Safety Act, as 
amended (33 U.S.C. 1221–1232); the Act 
of June 15, 1917, as amended (50 U.S.C. 
191–195); and the Vessel Bridge-to- 
Bridge Radiotelephone Act (33 U.S.C. 
1201–1208), and any regulations issued 
under the authority of these statutes. 

(ii) Purposes of criminal jurisdiction 
pursuant to Title 18, United States 
Code. 

(iii) The special maritime and terri-
torial jurisdiction as defined in 18 
U.S.C. 7. 

(iv) Interpreting international law. 
(v) Any other treaty, statute, or reg-

ulation, or amendment thereto, inter-
preted by the Coast Guard as incor-
porating the definition of territorial 
sea as being 12 nautical miles wide, ad-

jacent to the coast of the United States 
and seaward of the territorial sea base-
line. 

(2) Unless otherwise specified in para-
graph (a)(1) of this section, territorial 
sea means the waters, 3 nautical miles 
wide, adjacent to the coast of the 
United States and seaward of the terri-
torial sea baseline. 

(3) In cases where regulations are 
promulgated under the authority of 
statutes covered by both paragraphs 
(a)(1) and (a)(2) of this section, the 
Coast Guard may use the definition of 
territorial sea in paragraph (a)(1) of 
this section. 

(b) With respect to any other nation, 
territorial sea means the waters adja-
cent to its coast that have a width and 
baseline recognized by the United 
States. 

[USCG–2001–9044, 68 FR 42598, July 18, 2003, as 
amended by USCG–2003–14792, 68 FR 60470, 
Oct. 22, 2003] 

§ 2.24 Internal waters. 
(a) With respect to the United States, 

internal waters means the waters shore-
ward of the territorial sea baseline. 

(b) With respect to any other nation, 
internal waters means the waters shore-
ward of its territorial sea baseline, as 
recognized by the United States. 

§ 2.26 Inland waters. 
Inland waters means the waters 

shoreward of the territorial sea base-
line. 

§ 2.28 Contiguous zone. 
(a) For the purposes of the Federal 

Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 
1251 et seq.), contiguous zone means the 
zone, 9 nautical miles wide, adjacent to 
and seaward of the territorial sea, as 
defined in § 2.22(a)(2), that was declared 
to exist in Department of State Public 
Notice 358 of June 1, 1972 and that ex-
tends from 3 nautical miles to 12 nau-
tical miles as measured from the terri-
torial sea baseline. 

(b) For all other purposes, contiguous 
zone means all waters within the area 
adjacent to and seaward of the terri-
torial sea, as defined in § 2.22(a), and ex-
tending to 24 nautical miles from the 
territorial sea baseline, but in no case 
extending within the territorial sea of 
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