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SOURCE: 68 FR 8549, Feb. 24, 2003, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 60.1 Purpose. 

This part sets forth requirements re-
garding the use of Fisher Houses and 
other temporary lodging by veterans 
receiving VA medical care or C&P ex-
aminations and a family member or 
other person accompanying the veteran 
to provide the equivalent of familial 
support. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 1708) 

§ 60.2 Definitions. 

For the purposes of this part: 
C&P examination means an examina-

tion requested by VA’s Compensation 
and Pension Service to be conducted at 
a VA health care facility for the pur-
pose of evaluating claims by veterans. 

Temporary lodging means: 
(1) Lodging at a Fisher House which 

is a housing facility that is located at 
or near a VA health care facility, that 
is available for residential use on a 
temporary basis by eligible persons, 
and that was constructed by and do-
nated to VA by the Zachary and Eliza-
beth M. Fisher Armed Services Foun-
dation or Fisher House Foundation; or 

(2) Lodging at a temporary lodging 
facility located at a VA health care fa-
cility (generally referred to as a 
‘‘hoptel’’), or a temporary non-VA 
lodging facility, such as a hotel or 
motel, provided by a VA health care fa-
cility. 

VA means the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 1708) 

§ 60.3 Eligible persons. 

The following are eligible to stay in 
temporary lodging subject to the con-
ditions of this part: 

(a) A veteran with an appointment at 
a VA health care facility for the pur-
pose of receiving health care or a C&P 
examination; and 

(b) A member of the family of such 
veteran or another person who accom-
panies such veteran to provide the 
equivalent of familial support. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 1708) 

§ 60.4 Application. 
To obtain temporary lodging under 

this part, a veteran must make an ap-
plication to the person responsible for 
coordinating the temporary lodging 
program at the VA health care facility 
of jurisdiction. This may be done by 
letter, electronic means (including 
telephone, e-mail, or facsimile), or in 
person at the VA health care facility of 
jurisdiction. The veteran shall provide 
the following information: 

(a) Veteran’s name; 
(b) Beginning date and time and du-

ration of scheduled care; 
(c) Type of scheduled care; 
(d) Name, gender, and relationship to 

the veteran of person accompanying 
veteran; 

(e) Requested dates for temporary 
lodging; 

(f) Distance, time, and means of trav-
el from the veteran’s home to VA 
health care facility; 

(g) Circumstances that may affect 
the time of travel from the veteran’s 
home to VA health care facility; and 

(h) A statement that the veteran is 
medically stable and capable of self- 
care or will be accompanied by a care-
giver able to provide the necessary 
care. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 1708) 

(The Office of Management and Budget has 
approved the information collection require-
ments in this section under control number 
2900–0630.) 

§ 60.5 Travel. 
As a condition for receiving tem-

porary lodging under this part, a vet-
eran must be required to travel either 
50 or more miles, or at least two hours 
from his or her home to the VA health 
care facility, except that the facility 
Director at the VA health care facility 
of jurisdiction may make an exception 
to distance or time provisions based on 
exceptional circumstances, such as 
condition of the veteran, inclement 
weather, road conditions, or the mode 
of transportation used by the veteran. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 1708) 

§ 60.6 Condition of veteran. 
As a condition for receiving tem-

porary lodging under this part, the vet-
eran must be medically stable and 

VerDate Aug<04>2004 11:04 Aug 11, 2005 Jkt 205139 PO 00000 Frm 00966 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\205139.XXX 205139



957 

Department of Veterans Affairs Pt. 61 

must be capable of self-care or be ac-
companied by a caregiver able to pro-
vide the necessary care. Questions re-
garding these issues will be resolved by 
an appropriate health care provider at 
the VA health care facility of jurisdic-
tion. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 1708) 

§ 60.7 Duration of temporary lodging. 

Temporary lodging may be furnished 
to eligible persons in connection with 
care or C&P examinations provided at 
a VA health care facility. When a vet-
eran is undergoing extensive treatment 
or procedures, such as an organ trans-
plant or chemotherapy, eligible per-
sons may be furnished temporary lodg-
ing for the duration of the episode of 
care subject to limitations described in 
this section. Temporary lodging may 
be available the night before the day of 
the scheduled care, if the veteran leav-
ing home by 8 a.m., would be unable to 
arrive at the health care facility by the 
time of the scheduled care. Temporary 
lodging may be available the night of 
the scheduled care if, after the comple-
tion of the care, the veteran would be 
unable to return home by 7 p.m. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 1708) 

§ 60.8 Lodging availability. 

Fisher Houses are available solely for 
temporary lodging under this part. 
Non-utilized beds and rooms at a VA 
health care facility will be made avail-
able if not barred by law and if the Di-
rector of the VA health care facility 
determines that such action would not 
have a negative impact on patient care. 
Temporary lodging facilities, such as 
hotels or motels, will be utilized based 
on availability of local funding as de-
termined by the Director of the health 
care facility of jurisdiction. Temporary 
lodging will be provided on a first-come 
first-serve basis. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 1708) 

§ 60.9 Decisionmaker. 

Except as otherwise provided in this 
part, the person responsible for coordi-
nating the temporary lodging program 
at the VA health care facility of juris-

diction is responsible for making deci-
sions under this part. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 1708) 

§ 60.10 Costs. 
Costs for temporary lodging under 

this part shall be borne by VA. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 1708) 
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