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SUBCHAPTER C—MEDICAL CARE AND EXAMINATIONS 

PART 31—MEDICAL CARE FOR 
CERTAIN PERSONNEL OF THE 
COAST GUARD, NATIONAL 
OCEAN SURVEY, PUBLIC HEALTH 
SERVICE, AND FORMER LIGHT-
HOUSE SERVICE 

DEFINITIONS 

Sec. 
31.1 Meaning of terms. 

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO COAST GUARD, NA-
TIONAL OCEAN SURVEY AND PUBLIC HEALTH 
SERVICE 

31.2 Persons entitled to treatment. 
31.3 Use of Service facilities. 
31.4 Use of other than Service facilities. 
31.5 Application for treatment; active duty 

personnel. 
31.6 Personnel absent without leave. 
31.7 Continuance of medical relief after loss 

of status. 
31.8 Retired personnel; extent of treatment. 
31.9 Dependent members of families; treat-

ment. 
31.10 Dependent members of families; use of 

Service facilities. 

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO PERSONNEL OF 
FORMER LIGHTHOUSE SERVICE 

31.11 Persons entitled to treatment. 
31.12 Use of Service facilities. 
31.13 Use of other than Service facilities. 
31.14 Application for treatment; active duty 

personnel. 
31.15 Continuance of medical relief after 

loss of status. 
31.16 Retired personnel; extent of treat-

ment. 

SOURCE: 21 FR 9821, Dec. 12, 1956, unless 
otherwise noted. 

DEFINITIONS 

§ 31.1 Meaning of terms. 
As used in this part, the term: 
(a) Act means the Public Health Serv-

ice Act, approved July 1, 1944, 58 Stat. 
682, as amended. 

(b) Service means the Public Health 
Service. 

(c) Surgeon General means the Sur-
geon General of the Public Health 
Service. 

(d) Medical relief station means a first- 
, second-, third-, or fourth-class station 
of the Service. 

(e) First-class stations means a hos-
pital operated by the Service. 

(f) Second-class station means a med-
ical relief facility, other than a hos-
pital of the Service, under the charge 
of a commissioned officer. 

(g) Third-class station means a med-
ical relief facility, other than a hos-
pital of the Service, under the charge 
of a medical officer or employee of the 
Service other than a commissioned of-
ficer. 

(h) Fourth-class station means a med-
ical relief facility designated by the 
Surgeon General, other than a first-, 
second-, or third-class station. 

(i) Designated physician means a phy-
sician holding an appointment to act 
regularly for the Service for a class or 
classes of specified beneficiaries at a 
place where there is no medical relief 
station. 

(j) Designated dentist means a dentist 
holding an appointment to perform 
dental service for the Service for a 
class or classes of specified bene-
ficiaries. 

(k) Active duty means active duty sta-
tus as distinguished from being on in-
active status or retired and includes 
periods of authorized leave or liberty. 

(l) Dependent members of families in 
the case of male personnel means the 
lawful wife, the unmarried children (in-
cluding stepchildren or adopted chil-
dren) under 21 years of age, and the fa-
ther or mother if in fact dependent 
upon such son for his or her chief sup-
port; and in the case of female per-
sonnel, the unmarried children (includ-
ing stepchildren or adopted children) 
under 21 years of age if their father is 
dead or they are in fact dependent on 
such mother for their chief support, 
the father or mother if in fact depend-
ent upon such daughter for his or her 
chief support, and the husband if in 
fact dependent upon such wife for his 
chief support: Provided, however, That 
in the case of members of the Women’s 
Reserve of the Coast Guard the hus-
bands of such members shall not be 
considered dependents. 

(Sec. 215, 58 Stat. 690, as amended; 42 U.S.C. 
216) 
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PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO COAST 
GUARD, NATIONAL OCEAN SURVEY AND 
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 

§ 31.2 Persons entitled to treatment. 
To the extent and under the cir-

cumstances prescribed in §§ 31.2 to 31.10, 
the following persons shall be entitled 
to medical, surgical, and dental treat-
ment and hospitalization by the Serv-
ice: 

(a) Coast Guard. (1) Commissioned of-
ficers, chief warrant officers, warrant 
officers, cadets, and enlisted personnel 
of the Regular Coast Guard, including 
those on shore duty and those on de-
tached duty, whether on active duty or 
retired; 

(2) Regular members of the Coast 
Guard Reserve when on active duty or 
when retired for disability; 

(3) Temporary members of the Coast 
Guard Reserve when on active duty or 
in case of physical injury incurred or 
sickness or disease contracted while 
performing active Coast Guard duty; 

(4) Members of the Women’s Reserve 
of the Coast Guard when on active duty 
or when retired for disability; 

(5) Members of the Coast Guard Aux-
iliary in case of physical injury in-
curred or sickness or disease con-
tracted while performing active Coast 
Guard duty. 

(b) National Ocean Survey. Commis-
sioned officers, ships’ officers, and 
members of the crews of vessels of the 
National Ocean Survey, including 
those on shore duty and those on de-
tached duty whether on active duty or 
retired. 

(c) Public Health Service. (1) Commis-
sioned officers of the Regular Corps of 
the Service, whether on active duty or 
retired; 

(2) Commissioned officers of the Re-
serve Corps of the Service when on ac-
tive duty or when retired for disability. 

(Sec. 326, 58 Stat. 697, as amended 42 U.S.C. 
253) 

§ 31.3 Use of Service facilities. 
Except as otherwise provided in 

§§ 31.3 to 31.10, the persons specified in 
§ 31.2 shall be entitled to medical, sur-
gical, and dental treatment and hos-
pitalization only at medical relief sta-
tions and by designated physicians and 
designated dentists, and the cost of 

services procured elsewhere shall not 
be borne by the Service. 

(Sec. 326, 58 Stat. 697, as amended 42 U.S.C. 
253) 

§ 31.4 Use of other than Service facili-
ties. 

(a) When a person specified in § 31.2 
who is on active duty requires imme-
diate medical, surgical, or dental treat-
ment or hospitalization and the ur-
gency of the situation does not permit 
treatment at a medical relief station 
or by a designated physician or des-
ignated dentist, an officer of the same 
service as the patient may arrange for 
treatment or hospitalization at the ex-
pense of the Service. 

(b) When the circumstances are such 
that an officer of the same service as 
the patient is not available to make 
the necessary arrangements, the treat-
ment or hospitalization may be ob-
tained by or on behalf of the patient at 
the expense of the Service. 

(c) In every case of treatment or hos-
pitalization as defined in paragraph (b) 
of this section, the responsible superior 
officer of the patient shall be notified 
as promptly as possible and a full re-
port shall be submitted by such officer 
to the Surgeon General through appro-
priate official channels. As soon as 
practicable, unless the interests of the 
patient or the Government require oth-
erwise, treatment or hospitalization 
shall be continued at a medical relief 
station or by a designated physician or 
designated dentist or at another appro-
priate Federal medical facility. 

(d) When the necessary medical relief 
cannot be obtained from a medical re-
lief station or a designated physician 
or designated dentist, preference shall 
be given to other Federal medical fa-
cilities when reasonably available and 
when conditions permit. 

(e) Vouchers on proper forms cov-
ering expenses for treatment or hos-
pitalization under the circumstances 
specified in paragraphs (a) and (b) of 
this section shall be forwarded to the 
Surgeon General through appropriate 
official channels. Each such voucher 
shall be accompanied by or contain a 
statement of the facts necessitating 
the treatment or hospitalization. Un-
reasonable charges for emergency 
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treatment or hospitalization will not 
be allowed. 

(f) Expenses for consultants or spe-
cial services, or for dental treatment 
other than emergency measures to re-
lieve pain, shall not be allowed except 
when authorized in advance by the 
headquarters of the Service or, in ex-
traordinary cases, when subsequently 
approved by such headquarters upon 
receipt of report and satisfactory ex-
planation as to the necessity and ur-
gency therefor. 

(Sec. 326, 58 Stat. 697, as amended; 42 U.S.C. 
253) 

§ 31.5 Application for treatment; active 
duty personnel. 

(a) An applicant for medical relief 
who is on active duty shall furnish a 
certificate identifying him. Such cer-
tificate, in the case of Coast Guard per-
sonnel, shall be signed by an officer of 
the Coast Guard, and in the case of Na-
tional Ocean Survey personnel, shall be 
signed by an officer of the National 
Ocean Survey. Commissioned officers 
of any of the services mentioned in 
§ 31.2 and officers in charge of units 
may sign their own certificates. In an 
emergency, the officer in charge of a 
medical relief station, or a designated 
physician or designated dentist, may 
accept other evidence of status satis-
factory to him. 

(b) A temporary member of the Coast 
Guard Reserve except when on active 
duty or a member of the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary shall, when applying for 
medical relief, furnish a statement 
signed by a responsible superior officer 
setting forth the facts and cir-
cumstances giving rise to the need for 
medical relief. In emergencies, such 
statement shall be furnished promptly 
after the member has received the im-
mediately required care and treatment. 
Such statement shall be presumptive 
evidence of the facts stated, but if in-
vestigation indicates that the injury, 
sickness, or disease was not incurred or 
contracted in the manner stated, fur-
ther treatment may be denied. 

(Sec. 326, 58 Stat. 697, as amended; 42 U.S.C. 
253) 

§ 31.6 Personnel absent without leave. 

No member of any of the services 
enumerated in § 31.2 shall be entitled 
when absent without leave to medical 
relief except at a medical relief station 
or by a designated physician or des-
ignated dentist. 

(Sec. 326, 58 Stat. 697, as amended; 42 U.S.C. 
253) 

§ 31.7 Continuance of medical relief 
after loss of status. 

If a member is separated from any of 
the services enumerated in § 31.2, ex-
cept persons specified in § 31.2(a) (3) and 
(5) who shall be entitled to treatment 
after separation under the conditions 
set forth in such paragraphs, while un-
dergoing treatment by the Service, his 
treatment shall be discontinued imme-
diately unless the physician in charge 
determines that the condition of the 
patient does not permit interruption of 
treatment, in which case the treatment 
shall be discontinued as soon as prac-
ticable and the condition of the patient 
permits. At that time he shall be dis-
charged from treatment and shall not 
thereafter be afforded medical relief by 
the Service by reason of his previous 
service. 

(Sec. 326, 58 Stat. 697, as amended; 42 U.S.C. 
253) 

§ 31.8 Retired personnel; extent of 
treatment. 

(a) A retired member of the Coast 
Guard, National Ocean Survey, or Pub-
lic Health Service specified in § 31.2 
shall be entitled to medical, surgical, 
and dental treatment and hospitaliza-
tion at medical relief stations of the 
first-, second-, and third-class, upon 
presentation of satisfactory evidence of 
his status. 

(b) Elective medical or surgical 
treatment requiring hospitalization 
shall be furnished only at hospitals op-
erated by the Service. 

(c) Dental treatment shall be fur-
nished to the extent of available facili-
ties only at medical relief stations 
where full-time dental officers are on 
duty; at other medical relief stations 
the dental treatment shall be limited 
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to emergency measures necessary to 
relieve pain. 

(Sec. 326, 58 Stat. 697, as amended; 42 U.S.C. 
253) 

§ 31.9 Dependent members of families; 
treatment. 

To the extent and under the cir-
cumstances prescribed in this part, the 
Service shall provide medical advice 
and outpatient treatment at first-, sec-
ond-, and third-class medical relief sta-
tions and hospitalization at first-class 
stations to the dependent members of 
families of the following persons: 

(a) Coast Guard. Commissioned offi-
cers, chief warrant officers, warrant of-
ficers, cadets, and enlisted personnel of 
the Regular Coast Guard, including 
those on shore duty and those on de-
tached duty, whether on active duty or 
retired; and regular members of the 
United States Coast Guard Reserve and 
members of the Women’s Reserve of 
the Coast Guard, when on active duty 
or when retired for disability. 

(b) National Ocean Survey. Commis-
sioned officers, ships’ officers, and 
members of the crews of vessels of the 
United States National Ocean Survey, 
including those on shore duty and 
those on detached duty, whether on ac-
tive duty or retired. 

(c) Public Health Service. Commis-
sioned officers of the Regular Corps of 
the Service, whether on active duty or 
retired, and commissioned officers of 
the Reserve Corps of the Service when 
on active duty or when retired for dis-
ability. 

(Sec. 326, 58 Stat. 697, as amended; 42 U.S.C. 
253) 

§ 31.10 Dependent members of fami-
lies; use of Service facilities. 

(a) A dependent member of the fam-
ily of any person specified in § 31.9 
shall, upon presentation of satisfactory 
evidence of such status, be entitled to 
medical advice and out-patient treat-
ment at first-, second-, and third-class 
medical relief stations and hospitaliza-
tion at first-class stations if suitable 
accommodations are available therein 
and if the condition of the dependent is 
such as to require hospitalization, both 
as determined by the medical officer in 
charge. 

(b) Hospitalization at first-class sta-
tions shall be at a per diem cost to the 
officer, enlisted person, member of a 
crew or other person concerned. Such 
cost shall be at such uniform rate as 
may be prescribed from time to time 
by the President for the hospitalization 
of dependents of naval and Marine 
Corps personnel at any naval hospital. 

(c) Hospitalization at first-class sta-
tions and out-patient treatment at 
first-, second-, and third-class stations 
may include such services and supplies 
as, in the judgment of the medical offi-
cer in charge, are necessary for reason-
able and adequate treatment. 

(d) Dental treatment shall be fur-
nished to the extent of available facili-
ties only at medical relief stations 
where full-time officers are on duty. 

(Sec. 326, 58 Stat. 697, as amended; 42 U.S.C. 
253) 

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO PERSONNEL 
OF FORMER LIGHTHOUSE SERVICE 

§ 31.11 Persons entitled to treatment. 
To the extent and under the cir-

cumstances prescribed in this part, the 
following persons shall be entitled to 
medical, surgical, and dental treat-
ment and hospitalization by the Serv-
ice: Lightkeepers, assistant 
lightkeepers, and officers and crews of 
vessels of the former Lighthouse Serv-
ice, including any such persons who 
subsequent to June 30, 1939, have invol-
untarily been assigned to other civilian 
duty in the Coast Guard, who were en-
titled to medical relief at hospitals and 
other stations of the Service prior to 
July 1, 1944, and who are now or here-
after on active duty or who have been 
or may hereafter be retired under the 
provisions of section 6 of the act of 
June 20, 1918, as amended (33 U.S.C. 
763). 

(Sec. 610(b), 58 Stat. 714, as amended; 33 
U.S.C. 763c) 

§ 31.12 Use of Service facilities. 
Except as otherwise provided herein, 

the persons specified in § 31.11 shall be 
entitled to medical, surgical, and den-
tal treatment and hospitalization only 
at medical relief stations and by des-
ignated physicians and designated den-
tists, and the cost of services procured 
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elsewhere shall not be borne by the 
Service. 

(Sec. 610(b), 58 Stat. 714, as amended; 33 
U.S.C. 763c) 

§ 31.13 Use of other than Service facili-
ties. 

(a) When a person specified in § 31.11 
who is on active duty requires imme-
diate medical, surgical, or dental treat-
ment or hospitalization and the ur-
gency of the situation does not permit 
treatment at a medical relief station 
or by a designated physician or des-
ignated dentist, an officer or other ap-
propriate supervisory official of the 
Coast Guard may arrange for treat-
ment or hospitalization. 

(b) In every such case of treatment or 
hospitalization, a full report thereof 
shall be submitted to the Surgeon Gen-
eral through Coast Guard head-
quarters. As soon as practicable, unless 
the interests of the patient or the Gov-
ernment require otherwise, treatment 
or hospitalization shall be continued at 
a medical relief station or by a des-
ignated physician or designated dentist 
or at another appropriate Federal med-
ical facility. 

(c) When the necessary medical relief 
cannot be obtained from a medical re-
lief station or a designated physician 
or designated dentist, preference shall 
be given to other Federal medical fa-
cilities when reasonably available and 
when conditions permit. 

(d) Vouchers on proper forms cov-
ering expenses for treatment or hos-
pitalization under the circumstances 
specified in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion shall be forwarded to the Surgeon 
General through Coast Guard head-
quarters. Each such voucher shall be 
accompanied by or contain a statement 
of the facts necessitating the treat-
ment or hospitalization. Unreasonable 
charges for emergency treatment or 
hospitalization will not be allowed. 

(e) Expenses for consultants or spe-
cial services, or for dental treatment 
other than emergency measures to re-
lieve pain, shall not be allowed except 
when authorized in advance by the 
headquarters of the Service or, in ex-
traordinary cases, when subsequently 
approved by such headquarters upon 
receipt of report and satisfactory ex-

planation as to the necessity and ur-
gency therefor. 

(Sec. 610(b), 58 Stat. 714 as amended; 33 
U.S.C. 763c) 

§ 31.14 Application for treatment; ac-
tive duty personnel. 

An applicant for medical relief who is 
on active duty shall furnish a certifi-
cate identifying him. Such certificate 
shall be signed by an officer or other 
appropriate supervisory official of the 
Coast Guard. In an emergency, the offi-
cer in charge of a medical relief sta-
tion, or a designated physician or des-
ignated dentist, may accept other evi-
dence of status satisfactory to him. 

(Sec. 610(b), 58 Stat. 714 as amended; 33 
U.S.C. 763c) 

§ 31.15 Continuance of medical relief 
after loss of status. 

If a person is separated while under-
going treatment by the Service, his 
treatment shall be discontinued imme-
diately unless the physician or dentist 
in charge determines that the condi-
tion of the patient does not permit 
interruption of treatment, in which 
case the treatment shall be discon-
tinued as soon as practicable and the 
condition of the patient permits. At 
that time he shall be discharged from 
treatment and shall not thereafter be 
afforded medical relief by the Service 
by reason of his previous service. 

(Sec. 610(b), 58 Stat. 714, as amended; 33 
U.S.C. 763c) 

§ 31.16 Retired personnel; extent of 
treatment. 

(a) Any retired person specified in 
§ 31.11 shall be entitled to medical, sur-
gical, and dental treatment and hos-
pitalization at medical relief stations 
of the first, second, and third class, 
upon presentation of satisfactory evi-
dence of his status. 

(b) Elective medical or surgical 
treatment requiring hospitalization 
shall be furnished only at hospitals op-
erated by the Service. 

(c) Dental treatment shall be fur-
nished to the extent of available facili-
ties only at medical relief stations 
where full-time dental officers are on 
duty; at other medical relief stations 
the dental treatment shall be limited 
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to emergency measures necessary to 
relieve pain. 

(Sec. 610(b), 58 Stat. 714, as amended; 33 
U.S.C. 763c) 

PART 32—MEDICAL CARE FOR PER-
SONS WITH HANSEN’S DISEASE 
AND OTHER PERSONS IN EMER-
GENCIES 

DEFINITIONS 

Sec. 
32.1 Meaning of terms. 

BENEFICIARIES 

32.6 Persons eligible. 

PERSONS WITH HANSEN’S DISEASE 

32.86 Admissions to Service facilities. 
32.87 Confirmation of diagnosis. 
32.88 Examinations and treatment. 
32.89 Discharge. 
32.90 Notification to health authorities re-

garding discharged patients. 
32.91 Purchase of services for Hansen’s dis-

ease patients. 

NONBENEFICIARIES: TEMPORARY TREATMENT 
IN EMERGENCY 

32.111 Conditions and extent of treatment; 
charges. 

AUTHORITY: Secs. 320, 321 and 322(b), Public 
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 247e, 248 and 
249(b)). 

SOURCE: 40 FR 25816, June 19, 1975, unless 
otherwise noted. 

DEFINITIONS 

§ 32.1 Meaning of terms. 
All terms not defined herein shall 

have the same meaning as given them 
in the Act. 

(a) Act means the Public Health Serv-
ice Act, approved July 1, 1944, 58 Stat. 
682, as amended; 

(b) Service means the Public Health 
Service; 

(c) Secretary means the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services and any 
other officer or employee of the De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-
ices to whom the authority involved 
may have been delegated. 

(d) Authorizing official means Service 
officers or employees duly designated 
by the Director, Bureau of Health Care 
Delivery and Assistance, to authorize 

and provide care and treatment to 
beneficiaries at Service expense. 

[40 FR 25816, June 19, 1975, as amended at 48 
FR 10318, Mar. 11, 1983] 

BENEFICIARIES 

§ 32.6 Persons eligible. 

(a) Under this part the following per-
sons are entitled to care and treatment 
by the Service as hereinafter pre-
scribed: 

(1) Persons afflicted with Hansen’s 
disease; and 

(2) Non-beneficiaries for temporary 
treatment and care in cases of emer-
gency. 

(b) Separate regulations govern: (1) 
The medical care of certain personnel, 
and their dependents, of the Coast 
Guard, National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, and Public 
Health Service (see part 31 of this chap-
ter); 

(2) Physical and mental examination 
of aliens (see part 34 of this chapter); 
and 

(3) Medical care for Native Ameri-
cans (see part 36 of this chapter). 

[48 FR 10318, Mar. 11, 1983] 

PERSONS WITH HANSEN’S DISEASE 

§ 32.86 Admissions to Service facilities. 

Any person with Hansen’s disease 
who presents himself for care or treat-
ment or who is referred to the Service 
by the proper health authority of any 
State, Territory, or the District of Co-
lumbia shall be received into the Serv-
ice hospital at Carville, Louisiana, or 
into any other hospital of the Service 
which has been designated by the Sec-
retary as being suitable for the accom-
modation of persons with Hansen’s dis-
ease. 

§ 32.87 Confirmation of diagnosis. 

At the earliest practicable date, after 
the arrival of a patient at the Service 
hospital at Carville, Louisiana, or at 
another hospital of the Service the 
medical staff shall confirm or disprove 
the diagnosis of Hansen’s disease. If the 
diagnosis of Hansen’s disease is con-
firmed, the patient shall be provided 
appropriate inpatient or outpatient 
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