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(e) Conduct of the oral presentation.—
(1) General. The presiding official is re-
sponsible for conducting the oral pres-
entation. The presiding official may be
assisted by one or more HHS officers or
employees or consultants in con-
ducting the oral presentation and re-
viewing the evidence. While the oral
presentation will be kept as informal
as possible, the presiding official may
take all necessary steps to ensure an
orderly proceeding.

(2) Burden of proof/standard of proof.
In all cases, the respondent bears the
burden of proving by a preponderance
of the evidence that its decision to sus-
pend, propose revocation, or take ad-
verse action is appropriate. The appel-
lant, however, has a responsibility to
respond to the respondent’s allegations
with evidence and argument to show
that the respondent is incorrect.

(3) Admission of evidence. The rules
of evidence do not apply and the pre-
siding official will generally admit all
testimonial evidence unless it is clear-
ly irrelevant, immaterial, or unduly
repetitious. Each party may make an
opening and closing statement, may
present witnesses as agreed upon in the
pre-hearing conference or otherwise,
and may question the opposing party’s
witnesses. Since the parties have ample
opportunity to prepare the review file,
a party may introduce additional docu-
mentation during the oral presentation
only with the permission of the pre-
siding official. The presiding official
may question witnesses directly and
take such other steps necessary to en-
sure an effective and efficient consider-
ation of the evidence, including setting
time limitations on direct and cross-
examinations.

(4) Motions. The presiding official
may rule on motions including, for ex-
ample, motions to exclude or strike re-
dundant or immaterial evidence, mo-
tions to dismiss the case for insuffi-
cient evidence, or motions for sum-
mary judgment. Except for those made
during the hearing, all motions and op-
position to motions, including argu-
ment, must be in writing and be no
more than 10 double-spaced pages in
length. The presiding official will set a
reasonable time for the party opposing
the motion to reply.
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(5) Transcripts. The presiding official
shall have the oral presentation tran-
scribed and the transcript shall be
made a part of the record. Either party
may request a copy of the transcript
and the requesting party shall be re-
sponsible for paying for its copy of the
transcript.

(f) Obstruction of justice or making of
false statements. Obstruction of justice
or the making of false statements by a
witness or any other person may be the
basis for a criminal prosecution under
18 U.S.C. 1001 or 1505.

(g) Post-hearing procedures. At the
presiding official’s discretion, the pre-
siding official may require or permit
the parties to submit post-hearing
briefs or proposed findings and conclu-
sions. Each party may submit com-
ments on any major prejudicial errors
in the transcript.

§8.28 Expedited procedures for review
of immediate suspension.

(a) Applicability. When the Secretary
notifies a treatment program in writ-
ing that its certification has been im-
mediately suspended, the appellant
may request an expedited review of the
suspension and any proposed revoca-
tion. The appellant must submit this
request in writing to the reviewing of-
ficial within 10 days of the date the
OTP received notice of the suspension.
The request for review must include a
copy of the suspension and any pro-
posed revocation, a brief statement of
why the decision to suspend and pro-
pose revocation is incorrect, and the
appellant’s request for an oral presen-
tation, if desired. A copy of the request
for review must also be sent to the re-
spondent.

(b) Reviewing official’s response. As
soon as practicable after the request
for review is received, the reviewing of-
ficial will send an acknowledgment
with a copy to the respondent.

(c) Review file and briefs. Within 10
days of the date the request for review
is received, but no later than 2 days be-
fore an oral presentation, each party
shall submit to the reviewing official
the following:

(1) A review file containing essential
documents relevant to the review,
tabbed, indexed, and organized chrono-
logically; and
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(2) A written statement, not to ex-
ceed 20 double-spaced pages, explaining
the party’s position concerning the
suspension and any proposed revoca-
tion. No reply brief is permitted.

(d) Oral presentation. If an oral pres-
entation is requested by the appellant
or otherwise granted by the reviewing
official in accordance with §8.27(a), the
presiding official will attempt to
schedule the oral presentation within
20 to 30 days of the date of appellant’s
request for review at a time and place
determined by the presiding official
following consultation with the par-
ties. The presiding official may hold a
pre-hearing conference in accordance
with §8.27(c) and will conduct the oral
presentation in accordance with the
procedures of §§8.27(e), (f), and (g).

(e) Written decision. The reviewing of-
ficial shall issue a written decision up-
holding or denying the suspension or
proposed revocation and will attempt
to issue the decision within 7 to 10 days
of the date of the oral presentation or
within 3 days of the date on which the
transcript is received or the date of the
last submission by either party, which-
ever is later. All other provisions set
forth in §8.33 apply.

(f) Transmission of written communica-
tions. Because of the importance of
timeliness for these expedited proce-
dures, all written communications be-
tween the parties and between either
party and the reviewing official shall
be sent by facsimile transmission, per-
sonal service, or commercial overnight
delivery service.

§8.29 Ex parte communications.

Except for routine administrative
and procedural matters, a party shall
not communicate with the reviewing or
presiding official without notice to the
other party.

§8.30 Transmission of written commu-
nications by reviewing official and
calculation of deadlines.

(a) Timely review. Because of the im-
portance of a timely review, the re-
viewing official should normally trans-
mit written communications to either
party by facsimile transmission, per-
sonal service, or commercial overnight
delivery service, or certified mail, re-
turn receipt requested, in which case
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the date of transmission or day fol-
lowing mailing will be considered the
date of receipt. In the case of commu-
nications sent by regular mail, the
date of receipt will be considered 3 days
after the date of mailing.

(b) Due date. In counting days, in-
clude Saturdays, Sundays, and holi-
days. However, if a due date falls on a
Saturday, Sunday, or Federal holiday,
then the due date is the next Federal
working day.

§8.31 Authority and responsibilities of
the reviewing official.

In addition to any other authority
specified in this subpart C, the review-
ing official and the presiding official,
with respect to those authorities in-
volving the oral presentation, shall
have the authority to issue orders; ex-
amine witnesses; take all steps nec-
essary for the conduct of an orderly
hearing; rule on requests and motions;
grant extensions of time for good rea-
sons; dismiss for failure to meet dead-
lines or other requirements; order the
parties to submit relevant information
or witnesses; remand a case for further
action by the respondent; waive or
modify these procedures in a specific
case, usually with notice to the par-
ties; reconsider a decision of the re-
viewing official where a party prompt-
ly alleges a clear error of fact or law;
and to take any other action necessary
to resolve disputes in accordance with
the objectives of the procedures in this
subpart.

§8.32

The administrative record of review
consists of the review file; other sub-
missions by the parties; transcripts or
other records of any meetings, con-
ference calls, or oral presentation; evi-
dence submitted at the oral presen-
tation; and orders and other documents
issued by the reviewing and presiding
officials.

Administrative record.

§8.33 Written decision.

(a) Issuance of decision. The reviewing
official shall issue a written decision
upholding or denying the suspension,
proposed revocation, or adverse action.
The decision will set forth the reasons
for the decision and describe the basis
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