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(1) Intra-regional variations. For pay-
ments for an MA regional plan for an 
MA region, CMS will adjust the pay-
ment amount specified at § 422.304(a)(1) 
and (a)(2) to take into account vari-
ations in local payment rates among 
the different MA local areas included 
in the region. 

(2) Intra-service area variations. For 
payments to an MA local plan with a 
service area covering more than one 
MA local area (county), CMS will ad-
just the payment amount specified in 
§ 422.304(a)(1) and (a)(2) to take into ac-
count variations in local payment 
rates among the different MA local 
areas included in the plan’s service 
area. 

(e) Adjustment relating to risk adjust-
ment: the government premium adjust-
ment. CMS will adjust payments to an 
MA plan as necessary to ensure that 
the sum of CMS’ monthly payment 
made under § 422.304(a) and the plan’s 
monthly basic beneficiary premium 
equals the unadjusted MA statutory 
non-drug bid amount, adjusted for risk 
and for intra-area or intra-regional 
payment variation. 

(f) Adjustment of payments to reflect 
number of Medicare enrollees—(1) General 
rule. CMS adjusts payments retro-
actively to take into account any dif-
ference between the actual number of 
Medicare enrollees and the number on 
which it based an advance monthly 
payment. 

(2) Special rules for certain enrollees. (i) 
Subject to paragraph (f)(2)(ii) of this 
section, CMS may make adjustments, 
for a period (not to exceed 90 days) that 
begins when a beneficiary elects a 
group health plan (as defined in 
§ 411.1010) offered by an MA organiza-
tion, and ends when the beneficiary is 
enrolled in an MA plan offered by the 
MA organization. 

(ii) CMS does not make an adjust-
ment unless the beneficiary certifies 
that, at the time of enrollment under 
the MA plan, he or she received from 
the organization the disclosure state-
ment specified in § 422.111. 

(g) Adjustment for national coverage 
determination (NCD) services and legisla-
tive changes in benefits. If CMS deter-
mines that the cost of furnishing an 
NCD service or legislative change in 
benefits is significant, as defined in 

§ 422.109, CMS will adjust capitation 
rates, or make other payment adjust-
ments, to account for the cost of the 
service or legislative change in bene-
fits. Until the new capitation rates are 
in effect, the MA organization will be 
paid for the significant cost NCD serv-
ice or legislative change in benefits on 
a fee-for-service basis as provided 
under § 422.109(b). 

(h) Adjustments to payments to regional 
MA plans for purposes of risk corridor 
payments. For the purpose of calcula-
tion of risk corridors under § 422.458, 
MA organizations offering regional MA 
plans in 2006 and/or 2007 must submit, 
after the end of a contract year and be-
fore a date CMS specifies, the following 
information: 

(1) Actual allowable costs (defined in 
§ 422.458(a)) for the previous contract 
year. 

(2) The portion of the costs attrib-
utable to administrative expenses in-
curred in providing these benefits. 

(3) The total costs for providing 
rebatable integrated benefits (as de-
fined in § 422.458(a)) and the portion of 
the costs that is attributable to admin-
istrative expenses in addition to the 
administrative expenses described in 
paragraph (h)(2) of this section. 

§ 422.310 Risk adjustment data. 

(a) Definition of risk adjustment data. 
Risk adjustment data are all data that 
are used in the application of a risk ad-
justment payment model. 

(b) Data collection: Basic rule. Each 
MA organization must submit to CMS 
(in accordance with CMS instructions) 
the data necessary to characterize the 
context and purposes of each service 
provided to a Medicare enrollee by a 
provider, supplier, physician, or other 
practitioner. CMS may also collect 
data necessary to characterize the 
functional limitations of enrollees of 
each MA organization. 

(c) Sources and extent of data. (1) To 
the extent required by CMS, risk ad-
justment data must account for the 
following: 

(i) Services covered under the origi-
nal Medicare program. 

(ii) Medicare covered services for 
which Medicare is not the primary 
payer. 
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(iii) Other additional or supplemental 
benefits that the MA organization may 
provide. 

(2) The data must account separately 
for each provider, supplier, physician, 
or other practitioner that would be 
permitted to bill separately under the 
original Medicare program, even if 
they participate jointly in the same 
service. 

(d) Other data requirements. (1) MA or-
ganizations must submit data that con-
form to the requirements for equiva-
lent data for Medicare fee-for-service 
when appropriate, and to all relevant 
national standards. Alternatively, MA 
organizations may submit data accord-
ing to an abbreviated format, as speci-
fied by CMS. 

(2) The data must be submitted elec-
tronically to the appropriate CMS con-
tractor. 

(3) MA organizations must obtain the 
risk adjustment data required by CMS 
from the provider, supplier, physician, 
or other practitioner that furnished 
the services. 

(4) MA organizations may include in 
their contracts with providers, sup-
pliers, physicians, and other practi-
tioners, provisions that require submis-
sion of complete and accurate risk ad-
justment data as required by CMS. 
These provisions may include financial 
penalties for failure to submit com-
plete data. 

(e) Validation of risk adjustment data. 
MA organizations and their providers 
and practitioners will be required to 
submit a sample of medical records for 
the validation of risk adjustment data, 
as required by CMS. There may be pen-
alties for submission of false data. 

(f) Use of data. CMS uses the data ob-
tained under this section to determine 
the risk adjustment factor used to ad-
just payments, as required under 
§ 422.304(a)(1), (a)(2), and (a)(3). CMS 
may also use the data for other pur-
poses except for medical records data. 

(g) Deadlines for submission of risk ad-
justment data. Risk adjustment factors 
for each payment year are based on 
risk adjustment data submitted for 
services furnished during the 12-month 
period before the payment year that is 
specified by CMS. As determined by 
CMS, this 12-month period may include 

a 6-month data lag that may be 
changed or eliminated as appropriate. 

(1) The annual deadline for risk ad-
justment data submission is the first 
Friday in September for risk adjust-
ment data reflecting services furnished 
during the 12-month period ending the 
prior June 30, and the first Friday in 
March for data reflecting services fur-
nished during the 12-month period end-
ing the prior December 31. 

(2) CMS allows a reconciliation proc-
ess to account for late data submis-
sions. CMS continues to accept risk ad-
justment data submitted after the 
March deadline until December 31 of 
the payment year. After the payment 
year is completed, CMS recalculates 
the risk factors for affected individuals 
to determine if adjustments to pay-
ments are necessary. Risk adjustment 
data that are received after the annual 
December 31 late data submission dead-
line will not be accepted for the pur-
poses of reconciliation. 

§ 422.312 Announcement of annual 
capitation rate, benchmarks, and 
methodology changes. 

(a) Capitation rates—(1) Initial an-
nouncement. Not later than the first 
Monday in April each year, CMS an-
nounces to MA organizations and other 
interested parties the following infor-
mation for each MA payment area for 
the following calendar year: 

(i) The annual MA capitation rate. 
(ii) The risk and other factors to be 

used in adjusting those rates under 
§ 422.308 for payments for months in 
that year. 

(2) CMS includes in the announce-
ment an explanation of assumptions 
used and a description of the risk and 
other factors. 

(3) Regional benchmark announcement. 
Before the beginning of each annual, 
coordinated election period under 
§ 422.62(a)(2), CMS will announce to MA 
organizations and other interested par-
ties the MA region-specific non-drug 
monthly benchmark amount for the 
year involved for each MA region and 
each MA regional plan for which a bid 
was submitted under § 422.256. 

(b) Advance notice of changes in meth-
odology. (1) No later than 45 days before 
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