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2 You can obtain copies of this document 
by writing to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Division of Environmental Quality, 
4401 North Fairfax Drive, MS 322, Arlington, 
VA, 22203. 

Such facilities should conform as close-
ly as possible with the facility speci-
fications contained in the Service pol-
icy titled Best Practices for Migratory 
Bird Care During Oil Spill Response.2 

(ii) Subpermittees. In cases of oil and 
hazardous waste spills, persons who as-
sist with cleaning or treating migra-
tory birds at the on-scene facility will 
not be required to have a rehabilitation 
permit or be a subpermittee; however, 
volunteers must be trained in rescue 
protocol for migratory birds affected 
by oil and hazardous waste spills. A 
permit (or subpermittee designation) is 
required to perform extended rehabili-
tation of such birds, after initial clean-
ing and treating, at a subsequent loca-
tion. 

(g) Will I also need a permit from the 
State in which I live? If your State re-
quires a license, permit, or other au-
thorization to rehabilitate migratory 
birds, your Federal migratory bird re-
habilitation permit will not be valid if 
you do not also possess and adhere to 
the terms of the required State author-
ization, in addition to the Federal per-
mit. Nothing in this section prevents a 
State from making and enforcing laws 
or regulations consistent with this sec-
tion that are more restrictive or give 
further protection to migratory birds. 

(h) How long is a migratory bird reha-
bilitation permit valid? Your rehabilita-
tion permit will expire on the date des-
ignated on the face of the permit un-
less amended or revoked. No rehabili-
tation permit will have a term exceed-
ing 5 years. 

(i) Will I need to apply for a new permit 
under this section if I already have a spe-
cial purpose permit to rehabilitate migra-
tory birds, issued under § 21.27 (Special 
purpose permits)? (1) If you had a valid 
Special Purpose—Migratory Bird Reha-
bilitation Permit issued under § 21.27 on 
November 26, 2003, your permit will re-
main valid until the expiration date 
listed on its face. If you renew your 
permit, it will be issued under this sec-
tion. 

(2) If your original permit authoriza-
tion predates permit application proce-

dures requiring submission of photo-
graphs and diagrams for approval of 
your facilities, and your facilities have 
never been approved by the migratory 
bird permit office on the basis of such 
photographs and diagrams, you must 
submit photographs and diagrams of 
your facilities as part of your renewal 
application. If those facilities do not 
meet the criteria set forth under this 
section, your permit may be renewed 
for only 1 year. We will re-evaluate 
your facilities when you seek renewal 
in a year. If you have made the im-
provements necessary to bring your fa-
cilities into compliance with paragraph 
(e)(1) of this section, and the other cri-
teria within this section for permit 
issuance are met, your permit may be 
renewed for up to the full 5-year ten-
ure. 

(3) If your facilities have already 
been approved on the basis of photo-
graphs and diagrams, and authorized 
under a valid § 21.27 special purpose per-
mit, then they are preapproved to be 
authorized under your new permit 
issued under this section, unless those 
facilities have materially diminished 
in size or quality from what was au-
thorized when you last renewed your 
permit, or unless you wish to expand 
the authorizations granted by your 
permit (e.g., the number or types of 
birds you rehabilitate). Regulations 
governing permit renewal are set forth 
in § 13.22 of this chapter. 

[68 FR 61137, Oct. 27, 2003] 

Subpart D—Control of 
Depredating Birds 

§ 21.41 Depredation permits. 

(a) Permit requirement. Except as pro-
vided in §§ 21.42 through 21.46, a depre-
dation permit is required before any 
person may take, possess, or transport 
migratory birds for depredation control 
purposes. No permit is required merely 
to scare or herd depredating migratory 
birds other than endangered or threat-
ened species or bald or golden eagles. 

(b) Application procedures. Submit ap-
plication for depredation permits to 
the appropriate Regional Director (At-
tention: Migratory bird permit office). 
You can find addresses for the Regional 
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Directors in 50 CFR 2.2. Each applica-
tion must contain the general informa-
tion and certification required in 
§ 13.12(a) of this subchapter, and the fol-
lowing additional information: 

(1) A description of the area where 
depredations are occurring; 

(2) The nature of the crops or other 
interests being injured; 

(3) The extent of such injury; and 
(4) The particular species of migra-

tory birds committing the injury. 
(c) Additional permit conditions. 

Inaddition to the general conditions 
set forth in part 13 of this subchapter 
B, depredation permits shall be subject 
to requires, in this section: 

(1) Permittees may not kill migra-
tory birds unless specifically author-
ized on the permit. 

(2) Unless otherwise specifically au-
thorized, when permittees are author-
ized to kill migratory birds they may 
do so only with a shotgun not larger 
than No. 10 gauge fired from the shoul-
der, and only on or over the threatened 
area or area described on the permit. 

(3) Permittees may not use blinds, 
pits, or other means of concealment, 
decoys, duck calls, or other devices to 
lure or entice birds within gun range. 

(4) All migratory birds killed shall be 
retrieved by the permittee and turned 
over to a Bureau representative or his 
designee for disposition to charitable 
or other worthy institutions for use as 
food, or otherwise disposed of as pro-
vided by law. 

(5) Only persons named on the permit 
are authorized to act as agents of the 
permittee under authority of the per-
mit. 

(d) Tenure of permits. The tenure of 
depredation permits shall be limited to 
the dates which appear on its face, but 
in no case shall be longer than one 
year. 

[39 FR 1178, Jan. 4, 1974, as amended at 42 FR 
17122, Mar. 31, 1977; 63 FR 52637, Oct. 1, 1998] 

§ 21.42 Authority to issue depredating 
orders to permit the killing of mi-
gratory game birds. 

Upon the receipt of evidence clearly 
showing that migratory game birds 
have accumulated in such numbers in a 
particular area as to cause or about to 
cause serious damage to agricultural, 
horticultural, and fish cultural inter-

ests, the Director is authorized to issue 
by publication in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER a depredation order to permit the 
killing of such birds under the fol-
lowing conditions: 

(a) That such birds may only be 
killed by shooting with a shotgun not 
larger than No. 10 gauge fired from the 
shoulder, and only on or over the 
threatened area or areas; 

(b) That shooting shall be limited to 
such time as may be fixed by the Direc-
tor on the basis of all circumstances 
involved. If prior to termination of the 
period fixed for such shooting, the Di-
rector receives information that there 
no longer exists a serious threat to the 
area or areas involved, he shall without 
delay cause to be published in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER an order of revocation; 

(c) That such migratory birds as are 
killed under the provisions of any dep-
redation order may be used for food or 
donated to public museums or public 
scientific and educational institutions 
for exhibition, scientific, or edu-
cational purposes, but shall not be 
sold, offered for sale, bartered, or 
shipped for purpose of sale or barter, or 
be wantonly wasted or destroyed: Pro-
vided, That any migratory game birds 
which cannot be so utilized shall be 
disposed of as prescribed by the Direc-
tor; 

(d) That any order issued pursuant to 
this section shall not authorize the 
killing of the designated species of dep-
redating birds contrary to any State 
laws or regulations. The order shall 
specify that it is issued as an emer-
gency measure designed to relieve dep-
redations only and shall not be con-
strued as opening, reopening, or ex-
tending any open hunting season con-
trary to any regulations promulgated 
pursuant to section 3 of the Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act. 

§ 21.43 Depredation order for black-
birds, cowbirds, grackles, crows 
and magpies. 

A Federal permit shall not be re-
quired to control yellow-headed red- 
winged, rusty, and Brewer’s blackbirds, 
cowbirds, all grackles, crows, and mag-
pies, when found committing or about 
to commit depredations upon orna-
mental or shade trees, agricultural 
crops, livestock, or wildlife, or when 
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concentrated in such numbers and 
manner as to constitute a health haz-
ard or other nuisance: Provided: 

(a) That none of the birds killed pur-
suant to this section, nor their plum-
age, shall be sold or offered for sale, 
but may be possessed, transported, and 
otherwise disposed of or utilized. 

(b) That any person exercising any of 
the privileges granted by this section 
shall permit at all reasonable times in-
cluding during actual operations, any 
Federal or State game or deputy game 
agent, warden, protector, or other 
game law enforcement officer free and 
unrestricted access over the premises 
on which such operations have been or 
are being conducted; and shall furnish 
promptly to such officer whatever in-
formation he may require, concerning 
said operations. 

(c) That nothing in this section shall 
be construed to authorize the killing of 
such birds contrary to any State laws 
or regulations; and that none of the 
privileges granted under this section 
shall be exercised unless the person 
possesses whatever permit as may be 
required for such activities by the 
State concerned. 

[39 FR 1178, Jan. 4, 1974, as amended at 54 FR 
47525, Nov. 15, 1989] 

§ 21.44 Depredation order for des-
ignated species of depredating 
birds in California. 

In any county in California in which 
horned larks, golden-crowned, white- 
crowned and other crowned sparrows, 
and house finches are, under extraor-
dinary conditions, seriously injurious 
to agricultural or other interests, the 
Commissioner of Agriculture may, 
without a permit, kill or cause to be 
killed under his/her general supervision 
such of the above migratory birds as 
may be necessary to safeguard any ag-
ricultural or horticultural crop in the 
county: Provided: 

(a) That such migratory birds shall 
be killed only when necessary to pro-
tect agricultural or horticultural crops 
from depredation; that none of the 
above migratory birds killed, or the 
parts thereof, or the plumage of such 
birds, shall be sold or removed from the 
area where killed; but that all such 
dead migratory birds shall be buried or 
otherwise destroyed within this area, 

except that any specimens needed for 
scientific purposes, as determined by 
the State or the Director shall not be 
destroyed. 

(b) That any Commissioner of Agri-
culture exercising the privileges grant-
ed by this section shall keep records of 
the persons authorized by the Commis-
sioner to kill such migratory birds, and 
the estimated number of such birds 
killed pursuant to the exercise of his 
authority, and the Commissioner shall 
submit a report thereof to the Director 
on or before December 31 of each year 
or whenever the Director so requests. 

[39 FR 1178, Jan. 4, 1974, as amended at 54 FR 
47525, Nov. 15, 1989; 55 FR 17352, Apr. 24, 1990] 

§ 21.45 Depredation order for dep-
redating purple gallinules in Lou-
isiana. 

Landowners, sharecroppers, tenants, 
or their employees or agents, actually 
engaged in the production of rice in 
Louisiana, may, without a permit, 
shoot purple gallinules (Ionornis 
martinica) when found committing or 
about to commit serious depredations 
to growing rice crops on the premises 
owned or occupied by such persons: 
Provided: 

(a) That purple gallinules may only 
be killed pursuant to this section be-
tween May 1 and August 15 in any year. 

(b) That purple gallinules killed pur-
suant to this section shall not be trans-
ported or sold or offered for sale except 
that, such transportation within the 
area, as may be necessary to bury or 
otherwise destroy the carcasses of such 
birds is permitted: Provided, That the 
Director or the State agricultural de-
partment, college, or other public in-
stitution may requisition such purple 
gallinules killed as may be needed for 
scientific investigations: Provided fur-
ther, That any purple gallinules killed 
under authority of this section may 
also be donated to charitable institu-
tions for food purposes. 

(c) That any person exercising any of 
the privileges granted by this section 
shall permit at all reasonable times, 
including during actual operations, any 
Federal or State game or deputy game 
agent, warden, protector, or other 
game law enforcement officer free and 
unrestricted access over the premises 
on which such operations have been or 
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are being conducted; and shall furnish 
promptly to such officer whatever in-
formation he may require, concerning 
said operations. 

(d) That nothing in this section shall 
be construed to authorize the killing of 
such migratory birds contrary to any 
State laws or regulations; and that 
none of the privileges granted under 
this section shall be exercised unless 
the person possesses whatever permit 
as may be required for such activities 
by the State of Louisiana. 

(e) That any person authorized by 
this section to exercise the privileges 
granted therein shall maintain records 
of the number of birds killed on the 
premises and shall submit a report 
thereof, on or before December 31 of 
each year, to the Director. 

§ 21.46 Depredation order for dep-
redating scrub jays and Steller’s 
jays in Washington and Oregon. 

Landowners, sharecroppers, tenants, 
or their employees or agents actually 
engaged in the production of nut crops 
in Washington and Oregon may, with-
out a permit, take scrub jays 
(Aphelocoma coerulescens) and Steller’s 
jays (Cyanocitta stelleri) when found 
committing or about to commit serious 
depredations to nut crops on the prem-
ises owned or occupied by such persons: 
Provided: 

(a) That scrub jays and Steller’s jays 
may only be taken pursuant to this 
section between August 1 and Decem-
ber 1 in any year, in the Washington 
counties of Clark, Cowlitz, and Lewis; 
and the Oregon counties of Benton, 
Clackamas, Lane, Linn, Marion, Mult-
nomah, Polk, Washington, and 
Yamhill. 

(b) That scrub jays and Steller’s jays 
taken pursuant to this section shall 
not be transported or sold or offered for 
sale except that, such transportation 
within the area, as may be necessary to 
bury or otherwise destroy the carcasses 
of such birds is permitted: Provided, 
That the Director of the State agricul-
tural department, college, or other 
public institution may requisition such 
scrub jays and Steller’s jays killed as 
may be needed for scientific investiga-
tions. 

(c) That such birds may be taken 
only by trapping or shooting and on 

areas where serious depredations are 
being or are about to be committed. 

(d) That any person exercising any of 
the privileges granted by this section 
shall permit at all reasonable times, 
including during actual operations, any 
Federal or State game or deputy game 
agent, warden, protector, or other law 
enforcement officer free and unre-
stricted access over the premises on 
which such operations have been or are 
being conducted; and shall furnish 
promptly to such officer whatever in-
formation he may require, concerning 
said operations. 

(e) That nothing in this section shall 
be construed to authorize the killing of 
such migratory birds contrary to any 
State laws or regulations; and that 
none of the privileges granted under 
this section shall be exercised unless 
the person possesses whatever permit 
as may be required for such activities 
by the States of Washington and Or-
egon. 

(f) That any person authorized by 
this section to exercise the privileges 
granted therein shall maintain records 
of the number of birds killed on the 
premises and shall submit a report 
thereof, on or before December 31 of 
each year, to the appropriate Special 
Agent in Charge (see § 10.22 of this sub-
chapter). 

[39 FR 31326, Aug. 28, 1974] 

§ 21.47 Depredation order for double- 
crested cormorants at aquaculture 
facilities. 

(a) What is the purpose of this depreda-
tion order? The purpose of this depreda-
tion order is to help reduce depredation 
of aquacultural stock by double-crested 
cormorants at private fish farms and 
State and Federal fish hatcheries. 

(b) In what areas can this depredation 
order be implemented? This depredation 
order applies to commercial freshwater 
aquaculture facilities and to State and 
Federal fish hatcheries in the States of 
Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Minnesota, Mis-
sissippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, 
South Carolina, Tennessee, and Texas. 

(c) What does this depredation order 
allow and who can participate? (1) This 
depredation order authorizes land-
owners, operators, and tenants (or 
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their employees or agents) actually en-
gaged in the commercial, Federal, or 
State production of freshwater aqua-
culture stocks to take, without a Fed-
eral permit, double-crested cormorants 
when they are found committing or 
about to commit depredations to aqua-
culture stocks. This authority is appli-
cable only during daylight hours and 
only within the boundaries of fresh-
water commercial aquaculture facili-
ties or State and Federal hatcheries. 

(2) This depredation order authorizes 
employees of the Wildlife Services pro-
gram of the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture Animal and Plant Health In-
spection Service to take double-crested 
cormorants, with appropriate land-
owner permission, at roost sites in the 
vicinity of aquaculture facilities, at 
any time, day or night, during the 
months of October, November, Decem-
ber, January, February, March, and 
April. 

(3) Authorized employees of the Wild-
life Services program of the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service may 
designate agents to carry out control, 
provided these individuals act under 
the conditions of the order. 

(d) What are the terms and conditions 
of this order? (1) Persons operating 
under paragraph (c)(1) of this section 
may only do so in conjunction with an 
established nonlethal harassment pro-
gram as certified by officials of the 
Wildlife Services program of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service. Wild-
life Services directive 2.330 outlines 
this certification process. 

(2) Double-crested cormorants may 
be taken only by shooting with fire-
arms, including rifles. Persons using 
shotguns are required to use nontoxic 
shot as listed in 50 CFR 20.21(j). 

(3) Persons operating under this dep-
redation order may use decoys, taped 
calls, or other devices to lure within 
gun range birds committing or about 
to commit depredations. 

(4) Persons operating under this dep-
redation order must obtain appropriate 
landowner permission before imple-
menting activities authorized by the 
order. 

(5) Double-crested cormorants may 
not be killed contrary to the laws or 

regulations of any State, and none of 
the privileges of this section may be 
exercised unless the person possesses 
the appropriate State or other permits, 
if required. 

(6) Persons operating under this dep-
redation order must properly dispose of 
double-crested cormorants killed in 
control efforts: 

(i) Individuals may donate birds 
killed under authority of this order to 
museums or other such scientific and 
educational institutions for the pur-
poses of scientific or educational exhi-
bition; 

(ii) Individuals may also bury or in-
cinerate birds taken; and 

(iii) Individuals may not allow birds 
taken under this order, or their plum-
age, to be sold, offered for sale, 
bartered, or shipped for purpose of sale 
or barter. 

(7) Nothing in this depredation order 
authorizes the take of any migratory 
bird species other than double-crested 
cormorants. Two look-alike species co- 
occur with double-crested cormorants 
in the southeastern States: the 
anhinga, which occurs across the 
southeastern United States, and the 
neotropic cormorant, which is found in 
varying numbers in Texas, Louisiana, 
and Oklahoma. Both species can be 
mistaken for double-crested cor-
morants, but take of these two species 
is not authorized under this depreda-
tion order. Persons operating under 
this order must immediately report the 
take of a migratory bird species other 
than double-crested cormorants to the 
appropriate Service Regional Migra-
tory Bird Permit Office. 

(8) Nothing in this depredation order 
authorizes the take of any species pro-
tected by the Endangered Species Act. 
Persons operating under this order 
must immediately report the take of 
species protected under the Endangered 
Species Act to the Service. 

(i) To protect wood storks and bald 
eagles, the following conservation 
measures must be observed within any 
geographic area where Endangered 
Species Act protection applies to these 
species: All control activities are al-
lowed if the activities occur more than 
1,500 feet from active wood stork nest-
ing colonies, more than 1,000 feet from 
active wood stork roost sites, and more 
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than 750 feet from feeding wood storks, 
and if they occur more than 750 feet 
from active bald eagle nests. 

(ii) At their discretion, landowners, 
operators, and tenants may contact the 
Regional Migratory Bird Permit Office 
to request modification of the meas-
ures listed in paragraph (d)(8)(i) of this 
section. Such modification can occur 
only if the Regional Director deter-
mines, on the basis of coordination be-
tween the Regional Migratory Bird 
Permit Office and the Endangered Spe-
cies Field Office, that wood storks and 
bald eagles will not be adversely af-
fected. 

(iii) If adverse effects are anticipated 
from the control activities in a geo-
graphical area where Endangered Spe-
cies Act protection applies to wood 
storks or bald eagles, either during the 
intra-Service coordination discussions 
described above or at any other time, 
the Regional Migratory Bird Permit 
Office will initiate consultation with 
the Endangered Species Field Offices. 

(9) Persons operating under this dep-
redation order must: 

(i) Keep a log recording the date, 
number, and location of all birds killed 
each year under this authorization; 

(ii) Maintain this log for a period of 
3 years (and maintain records for 3 pre-
vious years of takings at all times 
thereafter); and 

(iii) Each year, provide the previous 
year’s log to the appropriate Service 
Regional Migratory Bird Permit Office. 
Regional Office addresses are found in 
§ 2.2 of subchapter A of this chapter. 

(10) We reserve the right to suspend 
or revoke the authority of any Agency 
or individual granted by this order if 
we find that the specified purpose, 
terms, and conditions have not been 
adhered to by that Agency or indi-
vidual or if the long-term sustain-
ability of double-crested cormorant 
populations is threatened by that 
Agency’s or individual’s action(s). The 
criteria and procedures for suspension, 
revocation, reconsideration, and appeal 
are outlined in §§ 13.27 through 13.29 of 
this subchapter. For the purposes of 
this section, ‘‘issuing officer’’ means 
the Regional Director and ‘‘permit’’ 
means the authority to act under this 
depredation order. For purposes of 

§ 13.29(e), appeals shall be made to the 
Director. 

(e) Does this section contain informa-
tion collection requirements? Yes, the in-
formation collection requirements in 
this section are approved by the Office 
of Management and Budget (OMB) 
under OMB control number 1018–0121. 
Federal agencies may not conduct or 
sponsor, and you are not required to re-
spond to, a collection of information 
unless it displays a currently valid 
OMB control number. 

(f) When does this depredation order ex-
pire? This depredation order will auto-
matically expire on April 30, 2009, un-
less revoked or extended prior to that 
date. 

[68 FR 58034, Oct. 8, 2003] 

§ 21.48 Depredation order for double- 
crested cormorants to protect pub-
lic resources. 

(a) What is the purpose of this depreda-
tion order? The purpose of this depreda-
tion order is to reduce the occurrence 
and/or minimize the risk of adverse im-
pacts to public resources (fish, wildlife, 
plants, and their habitats) caused by 
double-crested cormorants. 

(b) In what areas can this depredation 
order be implemented? This depredation 
order applies to all lands and 
freshwaters in the States of Alabama, 
Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, In-
diana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Lou-
isiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Mis-
sissippi, Missouri, New York, North 
Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, South Caro-
lina, Tennessee, Texas, Vermont, West 
Virginia, and Wisconsin. 

(c) What does this depredation order 
allow and who can participate? (1) This 
depredation order authorizes State fish 
and wildlife agencies, Federally recog-
nized Tribes, and State Directors of the 
Wildlife Services program of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service (col-
lectively termed ‘‘Agencies’’) to pre-
vent depredations on the public re-
sources of fish (including hatchery 
stock at Federal, State, and Tribal fa-
cilities), wildlife, plants, and their 
habitats by taking without a permit 
double-crested cormorants found com-
mitting or about to commit, such dep-
redations. 
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(2) Agencies may designate agents to 
carry out control, provided those indi-
viduals act under the conditions of the 
order. 

(3) Federally recognized Tribes and 
their agents may carry out control 
only on reservation lands or ceded 
lands within their jurisdiction. 

(d) What are the terms and conditions 
of this order? (1) Persons operating 
under this order should first utilize 
nonlethal control methods such as har-
assment and exclusion devices when 
these are considered effective and prac-
ticable and not harmful to other nest-
ing birds by the responsible Agency. 

(2) Double-crested cormorants may 
be taken only by means of egg oiling, 
egg and nest destruction, cervical dis-
location, firearms, and CO2 asphyxia-
tion. Persons using shotguns must use 
nontoxic shot, as listed in 50 CFR 
20.21(j). Persons using egg oiling must 
use 100 percent corn oil, a substance ex-
empted from regulation by the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agency under 
the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and 
Rodenticide Act. 

(3) Persons operating under this dep-
redation order may use decoys, taped 
calls, or other devices to lure within 
gun range birds committing or about 
to commit depredation of public re-
sources. 

(4) Persons operating under this dep-
redation order must obtain appropriate 
landowner permission before imple-
menting activities authorized by the 
order. 

(5) Persons operating under this dep-
redation order may not take double- 
crested cormorants contrary to the 
laws or regulations of any State, and 
none of the privileges of this section 
may be exercised unless the person pos-
sesses the appropriate State or other 
permits, if required. 

(6) Persons operating under this dep-
redation order must properly dispose of 
double-crested cormorants killed in 
control efforts: 

(i) Individuals may donate birds 
killed under authority of this order to 
museums or other such scientific and 
educational institutions for the pur-
poses of scientific or educational exhi-
bition; 

(ii) Individuals may also bury or in-
cinerate birds taken; and 

(iii) Individuals may not allow birds 
taken under this order, or their plum-
age, to be sold, offered for sale, 
bartered, or shipped for purpose of sale 
or barter. 

(7) Nothing in this depredation order 
authorizes the take of any migratory 
bird species other than double-crested 
cormorants. Two look-alike species co- 
occur with double-crested cormorants 
in the southeastern States: the 
anhinga, which occurs across the 
southeastern United States, and the 
neotropic cormorant, which is found in 
varying numbers in Texas, Louisiana, 
Kansas, and Oklahoma. Both species 
can be mistaken for double-crested cor-
morants, but take of these two species 
is not authorized under this depreda-
tion order. Persons operating under 
this order must immediately report the 
take of a migratory bird species other 
than double-crested cormorants to the 
appropriate Service Regional Migra-
tory Bird Permit Office. 

(8) Nothing in this depredation order 
authorizes the take of any species pro-
tected by the Endangered Species Act. 
Persons operating under this order 
must immediately report the take of 
species protected under the Endangered 
Species Act to the Service. 

(i) To protect piping plovers, interior 
least terns, wood storks, and bald ea-
gles, the following conservation meas-
ures must be observed within any geo-
graphic area where Endangered Species 
Act protection applies to these species: 

(A) The discharge/use of firearms to 
kill or harass double-crested cor-
morants or use of other harassment 
methods are allowed if the control ac-
tivities occur more than 1,000 feet from 
active piping plover or interior least 
tern nests or colonies; occur more than 
1,500 feet from active wood stork nest-
ing colonies, more than 1,000 feet from 
active wood stork roost sites, and more 
than 750 feet from feeding wood storks; 
or occur more than 750 feet from active 
bald eagle nests; 

(B) Other control activities such as 
egg oiling, cervical dislocation, CO2 as-
phyxiation, egg destruction, or nest de-
struction are allowed if these activities 
occur more than 500 feet from active 
piping plover or interior least tern 
nests or colonies; occur more than 1,500 
feet from active wood stork nesting 
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colonies, more than 1,000 feet from ac-
tive wood stork roost sites, and more 
than 750 feet from feeding wood storks; 
or occur more than 750 feet from active 
bald eagle nests; 

(C) To ensure adequate protection of 
piping plovers, any Agency or its 
agents who plan to implement control 
activities that may affect areas des-
ignated as piping plover critical habi-
tat in the Great Lakes Region are to 
obtain prior approval from the appro-
priate Regional Director. Requests for 
approval of activities in these areas 
must be submitted to the Regional Mi-
gratory Bird Permit Office. The Re-
gional Migratory Bird Permit Office 
will then coordinate with the Endan-
gered Species Field Office staff to as-
sess whether the measures in para-
graph (d)(8)(i)(B) of this section are 
adequate. 

(ii) At their discretion, Agencies or 
their agents may contact the Regional 
Migratory Bird Permit Office to re-
quest modification of the above meas-
ures. Such modification can occur only 
if the Regional Director determines, on 
the basis of coordination between the 
Regional Migratory Bird Permit Office 
and the Endangered Species Field Of-
fice, that the species listed in para-
graph (d)(8)(i) of this section will not 
be adversely affected. 

(iii) If adverse effects are anticipated 
from the control activities in a geo-
graphical area where Endangered Spe-
cies Act protection applies to any of 
the four species listed in paragraph 
(d)(8)(i) of this section, either during 
the intra-Service coordination discus-
sions described in paragraph (d)(8)(i)(C) 
of this section or at any other time, 
the Regional Migratory Bird Permit 
Office will initiate consultation with 
the Endangered Species Field Offices. 

(9) Responsible Agencies must, before 
they initiate any control activities in a 
given year, provide a one-time written 
notice to the appropriate Service Re-
gional Migratory Bird Permit Office in-
dicating that they intend to act under 
this order. 

(i) Additionally, if any Agency plans 
a single control action that would indi-
vidually, or a succession of such ac-
tions that would cumulatively, kill 
more than 10 percent of the double- 
crested cormorants in a breeding col-

ony, it must first provide written noti-
fication to the appropriate Service Re-
gional Migratory Bird Permit Office. 
This letter must be received no later 
than 30 days in advance of the activity 
and must provide: 

(A) The location (indicating specific 
colonies, if applicable) of the proposed 
control activity; 

(B) A description of the proposed con-
trol activity, specifying what public re-
sources are being impacted, how many 
birds are likely to be taken and what 
approximate percentage they are of 
total DCCOs present, and which species 
of other birds are present; and 

(C) Contact information for the per-
son in charge of the control action. 

(ii) The Regional Director may pre-
vent any such activity by notifying the 
agency in writing if the Regional Di-
rector deems the activity a threat to 
the long-term sustainability of double- 
crested cormorants or any other migra-
tory bird species. 

(10) Persons operating under this 
order must keep records of all activi-
ties, including those of designated 
agents, carried out under this order. On 
an annual basis, Agencies must provide 
the Service Regional Migratory Bird 
Permit Office with a report detailing 
activities conducted under the author-
ity of this order, including: 

(i) By date and location, a summary 
of the number of double-crested cor-
morants killed and/or number of nests 
in which eggs were oiled; 

(ii) A statement of efforts being made 
to minimize incidental take of nontar-
get species and a report of the number 
and species of migratory birds involved 
in such take, if any; 

(iii) A description of the impacts or 
anticipated impacts to public resources 
by double-crested cormorants and a 
statement of the management objec-
tives for the area in question; 

(iv) A description of the evidence 
supporting the conclusion that double- 
crested cormorants are causing or will 
cause these impacts; 

(v) A discussion of other limiting fac-
tors affecting the resource (e.g., bio-
logical, environmental, and socio-
economic); and 

(vi) A discussion of how control ef-
forts are expected to, or actually did, 
alleviate resource impacts. 
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(11) Agencies must provide annual re-
ports to the appropriate Service Re-
gional Migratory Bird Permit Office, as 
described in paragraph (d)(10) of this 
section, by December 31 for the report-
ing period October 1 of the previous 
year to September 30 of the same year. 
For example, reports for the period Oc-
tober 1, 2003, to September 30, 2004, 
would be due on or before December 31, 
2004. The Service will regularly review 
Agency reports and will periodically 
assess the overall impact of this pro-
gram to ensure compatibility with the 
long-term conservation of double- 
crested cormorants and other re-
sources. 

(12) In some situations, Agencies may 
deem it necessary to reduce or elimi-
nate local breeding populations of dou-
ble-crested cormorants to reduce the 
occurrence of resource impacts. 

(i) For such actions, Agencies must: 
(A) Comply with paragraph (d)(9) of 

this section; 
(B) Carefully plan activities to avoid 

disturbance of nontarget species; 
(C) Evaluate effects of management 

activities on cormorants at the control 
site; 

(D) Evaluate, by means of collecting 
data or using best available informa-
tion, effects of management activities 
on the public resources being protected 
and on nontarget species; and 

(E) Include this information in the 
report described in paragraph (d)(10) of 
this section. 

(ii) Agencies may coordinate with the 
appropriate Service Regional Migra-
tory Bird Permit Office in the prepara-
tion of this information to attain tech-
nical or other assistance. 

(13) We reserve the right to suspend 
or revoke the authority of any Agency, 
Tribe, or State Director granted by 
this order if we find that the specified 
purpose, terms, and conditions have 
not been adhered to or if the long-term 
sustainability of double-crested cor-
morant populations is threatened by 
the action(s) of that Agency, Tribe, or 
State Director. The criteria and proce-
dures for suspension, revocation, recon-
sideration, and appeal are outlined in 
§§ 13.27 through 13.29 of this subchapter. 
For the purposes of this section, 
‘‘issuing officer’’ means the Regional 
Director and ‘‘permit’’ means the au-

thority to act under this depredation 
order. For purposes of § 13.29(e), appeals 
shall be made to the Director. 

(e) Does this section contain informa-
tion collection requirements? Yes, the in-
formation collection requirements in 
this section are approved by the Office 
of Management and Budget (OMB) 
under OMB control number 1018–0121. 
Federal agencies may not conduct or 
sponsor, and you are not required to re-
spond to, a collection of information 
unless it displays a currently valid 
OMB control number. 

(f) When does this depredation order ex-
pire? This depredation order will auto-
matically expire on April 30, 2009, un-
less revoked or extended prior to that 
date. 

[68 FR 58035, Oct. 8, 2003] 

Subpart E—Control of Overabun-
dant Migratory Bird Popu-
lations 

§ 21.60 Conservation order for mid- 
continent light geese. 

(a) Which waterfowl species are covered 
by this order? This conservation order 
addresses management of lesser snow 
(Anser c. caerulescens) and Ross’ (Anser 
rossii) geese that breed, migrate, and 
winter in the mid-continent portion of 
North America, primarily in the Cen-
tral and Mississippi Flyways (mid-con-
tinent light geese). 

(b) In what areas can the conservation 
order be implemented? (1) The following 
States, or portions of States, that are 
contained within the boundaries of the 
Central and Mississippi Flyways: Ala-
bama, Arkansas, Colorado, Illinois, In-
diana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Lou-
isiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Mis-
sissippi, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, 
New Mexico, North Dakota, Ohio, 
Oklahoma, South Dakota, Tennessee, 
Texas, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. 

(2) Tribal lands within the geographic 
boundaries in paragraph (b)(1) of this 
section. 

(3) The following areas within the 
boundaries in paragraph (b)(1) of this 
section are closed to the conservation 
order after 10 March of each year: 
Monte Vista National Wildlife Refuge 
(CO); Bosque del Apache National Wild-
life Refuge (NM); the area within 5 
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