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(iv) Serve as the Department’s offi-
cial outreach spokesperson. 

(v) Provide coordination and over-
sight of agency outreach activities in-
cluding the establishment of outreach 
councils. 

(vi) Develop a system to monitor the 
delivery of outreach grants and fund-
ing. 

(vii) Establish requirements and pro-
cedures for reporting agency outreach 
status and accomplishments including 
Departmental reporting under the Out-
reach and Assistance for Socially Dis-
advantaged Farmers and Ranchers Pro-
gram (7 U.S.C. 2279). 

(24) Related to conflict management. 
(i) Designate the senior official to 

serve as the Department Dispute Reso-
lution Specialist under the Administra-
tive Dispute Resolution Act of 1996, 5 
U.S.C. 571, et seq., and provide leader-
ship, direction and coordination for the 
Department’s conflict prevention and 
resolution activities. 

(ii) Issue Departmental regulations, 
policies, and procedures relating to the 
use of Alternative Dispute Resolution 
(ADR) to resolve employment com-
plaints and grievances, workplace dis-
putes, Departmental program disputes, 
and contract and procurement dis-
putes. 

(iii) Provide ADR services for: 
(A) The Secretary of Agriculture. 
(B) The general officers of the De-

partment. 
(C) The offices and agencies reporting 

to the Assistant Secretary for Admin-
istration. 

(D) Any other officer or agency of the 
Department as may be agreed. 

(iv) Develop and issue standards for 
mediators and other ADR neutrals uti-
lized by the Department. 

(v) Coordinate ADR activities 
throughout the Department. 

(vi) Monitor agency ADR programs 
and report at least annually to the Sec-
retary on the Department’s ADR ac-
tivities. 

(25) Redelegate, as appropriate, any 
authority delegated under this section 
to general officers of the Department 
and heads of Departmental agencies. 

(b) [Reserved] 

[69 FR 34252, June 21, 2004] 

Subpart D—Delegations of Author-
ity to Other General Officers 
and Agency Heads 

EDITORIAL NOTE: Nomenclature changes to 
subpart D appear at 60 FR 66713, Dec. 26, 1995. 

§ 2.26 Director, Office of the Executive 
Secretariat. 

The following delegation of authority 
is made by the Secretary of Agri-
culture to the Director, Office of the 
Executive Secretariat: Responsible for 
all correspondence control and related 
records management functions for the 
Office of the Secretary. 

§ 2.27 Office of Administrative Law 
Judges. 

(a) The following designations are 
made by the Secretary of Agriculture 
to the Office of Administrative Law 
Judges: 

(1) Administrative law judges (for-
merly hearing examiners) are des-
ignated pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 556(b)(3) to 
hold hearings and perform related du-
ties in proceedings subject to 5 U.S.C. 
556 and 557, arising under the Agricul-
tural Marketing Agreement Act of 1937, 
as amended (7 U.S.C. 601 et seq.); the 
Commodity Exchange Act as amended 
(7 U.S.C. 1 et seq.); the Perishable Agri-
cultural Commodities Act, as amended 
(7 U.S.C. 499a et seq.); the Federal Seed 
Act, as amended (7 U.S.C. 1551 et seq.); 
the (Laboratory) Animal Welfare Act, 
as amended (7 U.S.C. 2131 et seq.); the 
Packers and Stockyards Act, 1921, as 
amended and supplemented (7 U.S.C. 
181 et seq.); the Forest Resources Con-
servation and Shortage Relief of 1990 
(16 U.S.C. 630 et seq.); and any other 
acts providing for hearings to which 
the provisions of 5 U.S.C. 556 and 557, 
are applicable. Pursuant to the applica-
ble rules of practice, the administra-
tive law judges shall make initial deci-
sions in adjudication and rate pro-
ceedings subject to 5 U.S.C. 556 and 557. 
Such decisions shall become final with-
out further proceedings unless there is 
an appeal to the Secretary by a party 
to the proceeding in accordance with 
the applicable rules of practice: Pro-
vided, however, that no decision shall 
be final for purposes of judicial review 
except a final decision of the Secretary 

VerDate Aug<04>2004 08:35 Jan 17, 2005 Jkt 205012 PO 00000 Frm 00176 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\205012T.XXX 205012T



177 

Office of the Secretary, USDA § 2.28 

upon appeal. As used herein, ‘‘Sec-
retary’’ means the Secretary of Agri-
culture, the Judicial Officer, or other 
officer or employee of the Department 
delegated, pursuant to the Act of April 
4, 1940 (7 U.S.C. 450c–450g), and Reorga-
nization Plan No. 2 of 1953 (5 U.S.C. 
App.), ‘‘regulatory functions’’ as that 
term is defined in the 1940 Act, in act-
ing as final deciding officer in adju-
dication and rate proceedings subject 
to 5 U.S.C. 556 and 557. Administrative 
Law Judges are delegated authority to 
hold hearings and perform related du-
ties as provided in the Rules of Prac-
tice Governing Cease and Desist Pro-
ceedings Under Section 2 of the Capper- 
Volstead Act, set forth in part 1, sub-
part I of this title. 

(2) [Reserved] 
(b) The Chief Administrative Law 

Judge is delegated the following ad-
ministrative responsibilities subject to 
the guidance and control of the Assist-
ant Secretary for Administration (See 
§ 2.24(a)): 

(1) Exercise general responsibility 
and authority for all matters related to 
the administrative activities of the Of-
fice of Administrative Law Judges; and 

(2) Direct the functions of the Hear-
ing Clerk as set out in § 2.24(a)(1)(iii). 

§ 2.28 Chief Financial Officer. 
(a) The Chief Financial Officer, under 

the supervision of the Secretary, is re-
sponsible for executing the duties enu-
merated for agency Chief Financial Of-
ficers in the Chief Financial Officers 
Act of 1990, Public Law No. 101–576, 31 
U.S.C. 902, including: 

(1) Reporting directly to the Sec-
retary of Agriculture regarding finan-
cial management matters and the fi-
nancial execution of the budget. 

(2) Overseeing all financial manage-
ment activities relating to the pro-
grams and operations of the Depart-
ment and component agencies. 

(3) Developing and maintaining an in-
tegrated accounting and financial sys-
tem for the Department and compo-
nent agencies, including financial re-
porting and internal controls, which— 

(i) Complies with applicable account-
ing principles, standards, and require-
ments, and internal control standards; 

(ii) Complies with such policies and 
requirements as may be prescribed by 

the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget; 

(iii) Complies with any other require-
ments applicable to such systems; and 

(iv) Provides for complete, reliable, 
consistent, and timely information 
which is prepared on a uniform basis 
and which is responsive to the financial 
information needs of Department man-
agement and for the development and 
reporting of cost information, the inte-
gration of accounting and budgeting 
information, and the systematic meas-
urement of performance. 

(4) Making recommendations to the 
Secretary regarding the selection of 
the Deputy Chief Financial Officer of 
the Department, and selection of prin-
cipal financial officers of component 
agencies of the Department. 

(5) Directing, managing, and pro-
viding policy guidance and oversight of 
Department financial management per-
sonnel, activities, and operations, in-
cluding: 

(i) Preparing and annually revising a 
Departmental plan to: 

(A) Implement the 5-year financial 
management plan prepared by the Di-
rector of the Office of Management and 
Budget under 31 U.S.C. 3512(a)(3); and 

(B) Comply with the requirements es-
tablished for agency financial state-
ments under 31 U.S.C. 3515 and with the 
requirements for audits of Department 
financial statements established in 31 
U.S.C. 3521 (e) and (f). 

(ii) Developing Departmental finan-
cial management budgets, including 
the oversight and recommendation of 
approval of component agency finan-
cial management budgets; 

(iii) Recruiting, selecting, and train-
ing of personnel to carry out Depart-
mental financial management func-
tions; 

(iv) Approving and managing Depart-
mental, and approving component 
agency, financial management systems 
design or enhancement projects; and 

(v) Implementing and approving De-
partmental, and approving component 
agency, asset management systems, in-
cluding systems for cash management, 
credit management, debt collection, 
and property and inventory manage-
ment and control. 
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