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graduated in increments of 1-gram or 
less; 

(3) Electronic digital-display scales 
graduated in increments of 1⁄4-ounce or 
less for weighing the lightest and 
heaviest consumer packages packed in 
the plant and test weights for cali-
brating such scales; 

(4) Scales graduated in increments of 
1⁄4-pound or less for weighing shipping 
containers and test weights for cali-
brating such scales; 

(5) An acceptable candling light. 
(b) Furnished office space, a desk and 

file or storage cabinets (equipped with 
a satisfactory locking device), suitable 
for the security and storage of official 
stamps and supplies, and other facili-
ties and equipment as may otherwise 
be required. Such space and equipment 
must meet the approval of the National 
supervisor. 

[32 FR 8230, June 8, 1967. Redesignated at 42 
FR 32514, June 27, 1977, as amended at 46 FR 
39570, Aug. 4, 1981. Redesignated at 46 FR 
63203, Dec. 31, 1981, as amended at 60 FR 
12402, Mar. 7, 1995; 63 FR 13330, Mar. 19, 1998] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 69 FR 76375, Dec. 
21, 2004, § 56.17 was amended by revising the 
introductory text and paragraph (a)(5), and 
by adding paragraph (a)(6), effective January 
20, 2005. For the convenience of the user the 
revised and added text is set forth as follows: 

§ 56.17 Facilities and equipment for graders. 
Facilities and equipment to be furnished 

by the applicant for use of graders in per-
forming service on a resident or temporary 
basis shall include (when deemed necessary) 
the following: 

* * * * * 

(a) * * * 
(5) Two candling lights that provide a suffi-

cient combined illumination through both 
the aperture and downward through the bot-
tom to facilitate accurate interior and exte-
rior quality determinations. 

(6) A candling booth adequately darkened 
and located in close proximity to the work 
area that is reasonably free of excessive 
noise. The booth must be sufficient in size to 
accommodate two graders, two candling 
lights, and other necessary grading equip-
ment. 

§ 56.18 Schedule of operation of offi-
cial plants. 

Grading operating schedules for serv-
ices performed pursuant to §§ 56.52 and 
56.54 shall be requested in writing and 

be approved by the Administrator. Nor-
mal operating schedules for a full week 
consist of a continuous 8-hour period 
per day (excluding not to exceed 1 hour 
for lunch), 5 consecutive days per week, 
within the administrative workweek, 
Sunday through Saturday, for each 
shift required. Less than 8-hour sched-
ules may be requested and will be ap-
proved if a grader is available. Clock 
hours of daily operations need not be 
specified in the request, although as a 
condition of continued approval, the 
hours of operation shall be reasonably 
uniform from day to day. Graders are 
to be notified by management 1 day in 
advance of any change in the hours 
grading service is requested. 

[48 FR 20683, May 9, 1983] 

APPLICATION FOR GRADING 

§ 56.20 Who may obtain grading serv-
ice. 

An application for grading service 
may be made by any interested person, 
including, but not being limited to, the 
United States, any State, county, mu-
nicipality, or common carrier, and any 
authorized agent of the foregoing. 

[42 FR 2970, Jan. 14, 1977. Redesignated at 42 
FR 32514, June 27, 1977, and further redesig-
nated at 46 FR 63203, Dec. 31, 1981] 

§ 56.21 How application for service 
may be made; conditions of service. 

(a) Noncontinuous grading service on a 
fee basis. An application for any non-
continuous grading service on a fee 
basis may be made in any office of 
grading, or with any grader at or near-
est the place where the service is de-
sired. Such application may be made 
orally (in person or by telephone), in 
writing, or by telegraph. If the applica-
tion for grading service is made orally, 
the office of grading or the grader with 
whom such application is made, or the 
Administrator, may require that the 
application be confirmed in writing. 

(b) Continuous grading service on a 
resident basis or continuous grading serv-
ice on a nonresident basis. An applica-
tion for continuous grading service on 
a resident basis or for continuous grad-
ing service on a nonresident basis must 
be made in writing on forms approved 
by the Administrator and filed with 
the Administrator. Such forms may be 
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obtained at the national, regional, or 
State grading office. In making appli-
cation, the applicant agrees to comply 
with the terms and conditions of the 
regulations (including, but not being 
limited to, such instructions governing 
grading of products as may be issued 
from time to time by the Adminis-
trator). No member of or Delegate to 
Congress or Resident Commissioner 
shall be admitted to any benefit that 
may arise from such service unless de-
rived through service rendered a cor-
poration for its general benefit. 

[42 FR 2970, Jan. 14, 1977. Redesignated at 42 
FR 32514, June 27, 1977, and further redesig-
nated at 46 FR 63203, Dec. 31, 1981] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 69 FR 76375, Dec. 
21, 2004, § 56.21 was amended by revising para-
graph (a) and adding paragraph (c), effective 
January 20, 2005. For the convenience of the 
user, the revised and added text is set forth 
as follows: 

§ 56.21 How application for service may be 
made; conditions of service. 

(a) Noncontinuous grading service on a fee 
basis. An application for any noncontinuous 
grading service on a fee basis may be made 
in any office of grading, or with any grader 
at or nearest the place where the service is 
desired. Such application may be made oral-
ly (in person or by telephone), in writing, or 
by other electronic means. 

* * * * * 

(c) Temporary grading service on a fee basis. 
An application for grading service on a tem-
porary basis must be made in writing on 
forms approved by the Administrator and 
filed with the Administrator. Such forms 
may be obtained at the national, regional, or 
State grading office. In making application, 
the applicant agrees to comply with the 
terms and conditions of the regulations (in-
cluding, but not limited to, such instructions 
governing grading of products as may be 
issued from time to time by the Adminis-
trator). No member of or Delegate to Con-
gress or Resident Commissioner shall be ad-
mitted to any benefit that may arise from 
such service unless derived through service 
rendered a corporation for its general ben-
efit. 

§ 56.22 Filing of application. 

An application for grading or sam-
pling of a specified lot of any product 

shall be regarded as filed only when 
made pursuant to this part. 

[28 FR 6342, June 20, 1963. Redesignated at 42 
FR 32514, June 27, 1977, and further redesig-
nated at 46 FR 63203, Dec. 31, 1981] 

§ 56.23 Form of application. 

Each application for grading or sam-
pling a specified lot of any product 
shall include such information as may 
be required by the Administrator in re-
gard to the product and the premises 
where such product is to be graded or 
sampled. 

[28 FR 6342, June 20, 1963. Redesignated at 42 
FR 32514, June 27, 1977, and further redesig-
nated at 46 FR 63203, Dec. 31, 1981] 

§ 56.24 When application may be re-
jected. 

An application for grading service 
may be rejected by the Administrator 
(a) whenever the applicant fails to 
meet the requirements of the regula-
tions prescribing the conditions under 
which the service is made available; (b) 
whenever the product is owned by or 
located on the premises of a person 
currently denied the benefits of the 
act; (c) where any individual holding 
office or a responsible position with or 
having a substantial financial interest 
or share in the applicant is currently 
denied the benefits of the act or was re-
sponsible in whole or in part for the 
current denial of the benefits of the act 
to any person; (d) where the Adminis-
trator determines that the application 
is an attempt on the part of a person 
currently denied the benefits of the act 
to obtain grading services; (e) when-
ever the applicant fails to bring the 
plant facilities, and operating proce-
dures into compliance with the regula-
tions within a reasonable period of 
time; (f) notwithstanding any prior ap-
proval whenever, before inauguration 
of service, the applicant fails to fulfill 
commitments concerning the inau-
guration of the service; (g) when it ap-
pears that to perform the services spec-
ified in this part would not be to the 
best interests of the public welfare or 
of the Government; or (h) when it ap-
pears to the Administrator that prior 
commitments of the Department ne-
cessitate rejection of the application. 
Each such applicant shall be promptly 
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