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pursuant to the regulations in the sub-
part—Selection and Functions of Agri-
cultural Stabilization and Conserva-
tion County and Community commit-
tees (part 7 of this title). 

§ 717.6 Place for balloting. 
The county committee shall des-

ignate only one polling place for bal-
loting in each referendum community. 
The polling place shall be one well 
known to and readily accessible to the 
persons in the community and shall be 
equipped and arranged so that each 
voter can mark and cast his ballot in 
secret and without coercion, duress, or 
interference of any sort whatsoever. 
Subject to the provisions of § 717.9(c) 
for absentee ballots, a farmer or pro-
ducer eligible to vote, shall vote only 
at a polling place designated for the 
referendum community in which he 
was engaged in the production of the 
commodity for which the referendum is 
held. 

[33 FR 18345, Dec. 11, 1968, as amended by 
Amdt. 2, 36 FR 12730, July 7, 1971] 

§ 717.7 Time of voting. 
There shall be no voting except on 

the day fixed for the holding of the ref-
erendum (except as provided in 
§ 717.9(c) in the case of absentee ballots) 
and the day fixed for the holding of the 
referendum shall be the same in all 
neighborhoods, communities, counties, 
and States. The date for holding the 
referendum shall be determined by the 
Secretary in accordance with the pro-
visions of law applicable thereto and 
stated in the notice of the referendum 
prescribed by him. The time that polls 
shall be opened and closed on the date 
fixed for holding the referendum in the 
States and Puerto Rico is as follows: 

State Polls to 
open a.m. 

Polls to 
close 
p.m. 

Alabama ............................................ 7:00 7:00 
Alaska ................................................ 8:00 6:00 
Arizona .............................................. 8:00 6:00 
Arkansas ............................................ 8:00 6:30 
California ........................................... 8:00 6:00 
Colorado ............................................ 7:00 7:00 
Connecticut ........................................ 8:00 6:00 
Delaware ........................................... 8:00 6:00 
Florida ................................................ 7:00 7:00 
Georgia .............................................. 7:00 7:00 
Idaho .................................................. 8:00 8:00 
Illinois ................................................. 8:00 6:00 
Indiana ............................................... 8:00 6:00 

State Polls to 
open a.m. 

Polls to 
close 
p.m. 

Iowa ................................................... 8:00 8:00 
Kansas ............................................... 8:00 8:00 
Kentucky ............................................ 8:00 6:00 
Louisiana ........................................... 8:00 6:00 
Maine ................................................. 8:00 6:00 
Maryland ............................................ 8:00 6:00 
Massachusetts ................................... 8:00 6:00 
Michigan ............................................ 8:00 8:00 
Minnesota .......................................... 8:00 8:00 
Mississippi ......................................... 8:00 6:00 
Missouri ............................................. 8:00 6:00 
Montana ............................................. 8:00 7:00 
Nebraska ........................................... 8:00 8:00 
Nevada .............................................. 8:00 6:00 
New Hampshire ................................. 8:00 6:00 
New Jersey ........................................ 8:00 6:00 
New Mexico ....................................... 8:00 6:00 
New York ........................................... 8:00 6:00 
North Carolina ................................... 7:00 7:00 
North Dakota ..................................... 8:00 9:00 
Ohio ................................................... 8:00 6:00 
Oklahoma .......................................... 8:00 6:00 
Oregon ............................................... 8:00 8:00 
Pennsylvania ..................................... 8:00 9:00 
Rhode Island ..................................... 8:00 6:00 
South Carolina ................................... 7:00 7:00 
South Dakota ..................................... 8:00 8:00 
Tennessee ......................................... 8:00 7:00 
Texas ................................................. 8:00 7:00 
Utah ................................................... 8:00 6:00 
Vermont ............................................. 8:00 6:00 
Virginia ............................................... 7:00 7:00 
Washington ........................................ 8:00 8:00 
West Virginia ..................................... 8:00 8:00 
Wisconsin .......................................... 8:00 8:00 
Wyoming ............................................ 8:00 8:00 
Puerto Rico ........................................ 8:00 6:00 

The times listed in this section shall be 
the local time in effect for the area in 
which the polling place is located. 

§ 717.8 Notice of referendum. 
(a) Posting a notice. The county com-

mittee shall give public notice of the 
referendum in each referendum com-
munity by posting a notice at one or 
more places open to the public within 
such community prior to the date of 
the referendum. Such notice shall be 
on a form prescribed by the Deputy Ad-
ministrator and shall state the com-
modity or commodities and marketing 
year, or years, or crops for which the 
referendum is to be held, the location 
of the polling place in the community, 
the date of the referendum, and the 
hours when the polls will be opened and 
closed. The county executive director 
is authorized to sign such notice on be-
half of the county committee. 

(b) Use of agencies of public informa-
tion. The county committee and com-
munity referendum committees shall 
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utilize, to the extent practicable (with-
out advertising expense), all available 
agencies of public information, includ-
ing newspapers, radio, television and 
other means, to give persons in the 
county public notice of the day and 
hours of voting, the location of polling 
places, and the rules governing eligi-
bility to vote. Such notice should be 
given as soon as practicable after the 
arrangements for holding the ref-
erendum in the county have been 
made. 

§ 717.9 Manner of voting. 
(a) Secret ballot. The voting in the ref-

erendum shall be by secret ballot. Each 
voter shall, at the time he is handed 
the form on which to cast his ballot, be 
instructed to mark his ballot form so 
as to indicate clearly how he votes and 
in such manner that no one else shall 
see how he votes and then to fold his 
ballot and place it in the ballot box 
without allowing anyone else to see 
how he voted. A suitable place where 
each voter may mark and cast his bal-
lot in secret and without coercion, du-
ress, or interference of any sort what-
ever, shall be provided in each polling 
place. Every unchallenged ballot shall 
be placed in the ballot box by the per-
son who voted it. The fact that a voter 
fails to fold a ballot placed in the bal-
lot box shall not invalidate it. It shall 
be the duty of each community ref-
erendum committee to see that no de-
vice of any sort whatever is used 
whereby any voter’s ballot may be 
identified except as provided in this 
part in the case of a challenged ballot 
or an absentee ballot. 

(b) Voting by proxy prohibited. There 
shall be no voting by proxy or agent, or 
in any manner except by the eligible 
voter (or the challenged voter under 
paragraph (d) of this section) person-
ally depositing in the ballot box his 
ballot as marked by him (except as pro-
vided in the case of an absentee ballot), 
but a duly authorized officer of a cor-
poration, association, or other legal en-
tity, may cast its vote. 

(c) Absentee ballots. Any person who 
will not be present on the day of the 
referendum in the county in which he 
is eligible to vote or who will be pre-
vented from voting in person on the 
day of the referendum because of phys-

ical incapacity, or whose religious be-
lief forbids him from voting on the day 
of the referendum, may obtain prior to 
the date of the referendum, one ballot 
from a State or county FSA office con-
veniently situated for him, or from the 
Commodity Programs Division, FSA, 
Department of Agriculture, Wash-
ington, D.C., and cast an absentee bal-
lot. The office so issuing the ballot 
form shall endorse on the reverse side 
thereof a statement in substantially 
the following form identifying the 
place in which it was issued and the 
county to which it will be mailed or de-
livered, initialed and dated by the per-
son issuing such form. 

Issued in llll County llll State, or 
by llllllll State FSA Office, or by 
llllllll Division, FSA, Washington, 
D.C., for use in llll County, lll State. 

The issuing office shall keep a register 
showing for each ballot form so issued 
by it to be voted absentee, the name 
and address to whom issued, the date of 
issuance, and the county and State in 
which the ballot is to be voted, and the 
name and title of the person who issued 
the ballot. The person to whom the bal-
lot is issued shall mark the ballot so as 
to indicate clearly how he votes and 
place the ballot in a plain envelope 
which shall be marked clearly with the 
words ‘‘Absentee Ballot,’’ sealed and 
inserted in another envelope which 
shall be marked clearly with the vot-
er’s name and return address, sealed 
and delivered, or mailed, postage paid, 
to the county committee for the coun-
ty in which he is eligible to vote. All 
absentee ballots must, in order to be 
accepted, reach the county office for 
the county in which the voter is eligi-
ble to vote by not later than the hour 
for closing the polls in the county on 
the day of the referendum. No such bal-
lot shall be counted unless the voter’s 
name and address appear on the enve-
lope and it is determined that he is eli-
gible to vote. 

(d) Challenged ballots. The community 
referendum committee or any member 
thereof shall challenge the eligibility 
of any person to vote in the referendum 
where (1) the community referendum 
committee or any member thereof is 
unable to determine that the person is 
eligible to vote in the referendum in 
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