AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

§718.7

(1) Planting, cultivating, growing,
producing, harvesting, or storing a con-
trolled substance in any crop year shall
be ineligible for any payment made
under any Act, with respect to any
commodity produced during the crop
year of conviction and the four suc-
ceeding crop years, by such person.

(2) Possession of a controlled sub-
stance, or trafficking in a controlled
substance, shall, in addition to any in-
eligibility under paragraph (b)(1) of
this section, be ineligible for any or all
USDA benefits, to the extent that a
court shall determine to impose such
ineligibility pursuant to applicable
Federal law, in which case the ineligi-
bility shall be for such period of time
as is imposed by the court, pursuant to
such law, at the discretion of the court.

(c) USDA benefits subject to para-
graph (b) of this section include:

(1) Any payments or benefits under
the Direct and Counter Cyclical Pro-
gram (DCP) in accordance with part
1413 of this title;

(2) Any payments or benefits for
losses to trees, crops, or livestock cov-
ered under disaster programs adminis-
tered by FSA,;

(3) Any price support loan available
in accordance with part 1464 of this
title;

(4) Any price support or payment
made under the Commodity Credit Cor-
poration Charter Act;

(5) A farm storage facility loan made
under section 4(h) of the Commodity
Credit Corporation Charter Act or any
other Act;

(6) Crop Insurance under the Federal
Crop Insurance Act;

(7) A loan made or guaranteed under
the Consolidated Farm and Rural De-
velopment Act or any other law for-
merly administered by the Farmers
Home Administration; or

(d) If a person denied benefits under
this section is a shareholder, bene-
ficiary, or member of an entity or joint
operation, benefits for which the entity
or joint operation is eligible shall be
reduced, for the appropriate period, by
a percentage equal to the total interest
of the shareholder, beneficiary, or
member.

[68 FR 16172, Apr. 3, 2003; 69 FR 250, Jan. 5,
2004]
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§718.7 Furnishing maps.

A reasonable number, as determined
by FSA, of reproductions of photo-
graphs, mosaics and maps shall be
available to the owner of a farm insur-
ance companies reinsured by the Fed-
eral Crop Insurance Corporation
(FCIC), private party contractors per-
forming their official duties on behalf
of FSA, CCC, and other USDA agencies.
To all others, reproductions shall be
made available at the rate FSA deter-
mines will cover the cost of making
such items available.

§718.8 Administrative county.

(a) If all land on the farm is phys-
ically located in one county, the farm
shall be administratively located in
such county. If there is no FSA office
in the county or the county offices
have been consolidated, the farm shall
be administratively located in the con-
tiguous county most convenient for the
farm operator.

(b) If the land on the farm is located
in more than one county, the farm
shall be administratively located in ei-
ther of such counties as the county
committees and the farm operator
agree. If no agreement can be reached,
the farm shall be administratively lo-
cated in the county where the principal
dwelling is situated, or where the
major portion of the farm is located if
there is no dwelling.

(c) The State committee shall submit
all requests to deviate from regulations
specified in this section to the Deputy
Administrator.

§718.9 Signature requirements.

(a) When a program authorized by
this chapter or Chapter XIV of this
title requires the signature of a pro-
ducer; landowner; landlord; or tenant,
a husband or wife may sign all such
FSA or CCC documents on behalf of the
other spouse, unless such other spouse
has provided written notification to
FSA and CCC that such action is not
authorized. The notification must be
provided to FSA with respect to each
farm.

(b) Except a husband or wife may not
sign a document on behalf of a spouse
with respect to:



Farm Service Agency, USDA

(1) Program document required to be
executed in accordance with part 3 of
this title;

(2) Easements entered
part 1410 of this title;

(3) Power of attorney;

(4) Such other program documents as
determined by FSA or CCC.

(c) An individual; duly authorized of-
ficer of a corporation; duly authorized
partner of a partnership; executor or
administrator of an estate; trustee of a
trust; guardian; or conservator may
delegate to another the authority to
act on their behalf with respect to FSA
and CCC programs administered by
USDA service center agencies by exe-
cution of a Power of Attorney, or such
other form as approved by the Deputy
Administrator. FSA and CCC may, at
their discretion, allow the delegations
of authority by other individuals
through use of the Power of Attorney
or such other form as approved by the
Deputy Administrator.

(d) Notwithstanding another provi-
sion of this regulation or any other
FSA or CCC regulation in this title, a
parent may execute documents on be-
half of a minor child unless prohibited
by a statute or court order.

(e) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion in this title, an authorized agent
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) of
the United States Department of Inte-
rior may sign as agent for landowners
with properties affiliated with or under
the management or trust of the BIA.
For collection purposes, such payments
will be considered as being made to the
persons who are the beneficiaries of the
payment or may, alternatively, be con-
sidered as an obligation of all persons
on the farm in general. In the event of
a need for a refund or other claim may
be collected, among other means, by
other monies due such persons or the
farm.

[68 FR 16172, Apr. 3, 2003; 69 FR 250, Jan. 5,
2004]

into under

§718.10 Time limitations.

Whenever the final date prescribed in
any of the regulations in this title for
the performance of any act falls on a
Saturday, Sunday, national holiday,
State holiday on which the office of the
county or State Farm Service Agency
committee having primary cognizance
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§718.11

of the action required to be taken is
closed, or any other day on which the
cognizant office is not open for the
transaction of business during normal
working hours, the time for taking re-
quired action shall be extended to the
close of business on the next working
day. Or in case the action required to
be taken may be performed by mailing,
the action shall be considered to be
taken within the prescribed period if
the mailing is postmarked by midnight
of such next working day. Where the
action required to be taken is with a
prescribed number of days after the
mailing of notice, the day of mailing
shall be excluded in computing such
period of time.

§718.11 Disqualification due to federal
crop insurance fraud.

(a) Section 515(h) of the Federal Crop
Insurance Act (FCIA) provides that a
person who willfully and intentionally
provides any false or inaccurate infor-
mation to the Federal Crop Insurance
Corporation (FCIC) or to an approved
insurance provider with respect to a
policy or plan of FCIC insurance after
notice and an opportunity for a hearing
on the record, will be subject to one or
more of the sanctions described in sec-
tion 515(h)(3). In section 515(h)(3), the
FCIA specifies that in the case of a vio-
lation committed by a producer, the
producer may be disqualified for a pe-
riod of up to 5 years from receiving any
monetary or non-monetary benefit
under a number of programs. The list
includes, but is not limited to, benefits
under:

(1) Title V of the FCIA.

(2) The Agricultural Market Transi-
tion Act (7 U.S.C. 7201 et seq.), includ-
ing the Noninsured Crop Disaster As-
sistance Program under section 196 of
that Act (7 U.S.C. 7333).

(3) The Agricultural Act of 1949 (7
U.S.C. 1421 et seq.).

(4) The Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion Charter Act (15 U.S.C. 714 et seq).

(5) The Agricultural Adjustment Act
of 1938 (7 U.S.C. 1281 et seq.).

(6) Title XII of the Food Security Act
of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3801 et seq.).
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