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owners whose names addresses and se-
curities positions are disclosed pursu-
ant to paragraphs (b)(4) (ii) and (iii) of 
this section. 

(3) For the purposes of determining 
the fees which may be charged to reg-
istrants pursuant to § 240.14a–13(b)(5), 
§ 240.14c–7(a)(5), and paragraph (c)(2) of 
this section for performing obligations 
under paragraphs (b)(2), (b)(3), and 
(b)(4) of this section, an amount no 
greater than that permitted to be 
charged by brokers or dealers for reim-
bursement of their reasonable ex-
penses, both direct and indirect, in-
curred in connection with performing 
the obligations imposed by paragraphs 
(b)(2) and (b)(3) of § 240.14b–1, shall be 
deemed to be reasonable. 

(4) In its response pursuant to para-
graph (b)(1)(ii)(A) of this section, a 
bank shall not include information 
about annual reports, proxy state-
ments or information statements that 
will not be delivered to security hold-
ers sharing an address because of the 
bank’s reliance on the procedures re-
ferred to in the Note to paragraph 
(b)(3) of this section. 

[57 FR 1100, Jan. 10, 1992, as amended at 65 
FR 65751, Nov. 2, 2000] 

REGULATION 14C: DISTRIBUTION OF IN-
FORMATION PURSUANT TO SECTION 
14(C) 

ATTENTION ELECTRONIC FILERS 

THIS REGULATION SHOULD BE READ IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH REGULATION S-T 
(PART 232 OF THIS CHAPTER), WHICH 
GOVERNS THE PREPARATION AND SUB-
MISSION OF DOCUMENTS IN ELECTRONIC 
FORMAT. MANY PROVISIONS RELATING 
TO THE PREPARATION AND SUBMISSION 
OF DOCUMENTS IN PAPER FORMAT CON-
TAINED IN THIS REGULATION ARE SU-
PERSEDED BY THE PROVISIONS OF REG-
ULATION S-T FOR DOCUMENTS RE-
QUIRED TO BE FILED IN ELECTRONIC 
FORMAT. 

§ 240.14c–1 Definitions. 

Unless the context otherwise re-
quires, all terms used in this regula-
tion have the same meanings as in the 
Act or elsewhere in the general rules 
and regulations thereunder. In addi-
tion, the following definitions apply 
unless the context otherwise requires: 

(a) Associate. The term ‘‘associate,’’ 
used to indicate a relationship with 
any person, means: 

(1) Any corporation or organization 
(other than the registrant or a major-
ity owned subsidiary of the registrant) 
of which such person is an officer or 
partner or is, directly or indirectly, the 
beneficial owner of 10 percent or more 
of any class of equity securities; 

(2) Any trust or other estate in which 
such person has a substantial bene-
ficial interest or as to which such per-
son serves as trustee or in a similar 
fidiciary capacity; and 

(3) Any relative or spouse of such per-
son, or any relative of such spouse, who 
has the same home as such person or 
who is a director or officer of the reg-
istrant or any of its parents or subsidi-
aries. 

(b) Employee benefit plan. For pur-
poses of § 240.14c–7, the term ‘‘employee 
benefit plan’’ means any purchase, sav-
ings, option, bonus, appreciation, profit 
sharing, thrift, incentive, pension or 
similar plan primarily for employees, 
directors, trustees or officers. 

(c) Entity that exercises fiduciary pow-
ers. The term ‘‘entity that exercises fi-
duciary powers’’ means any entity that 
holds securities in nominee name or 
otherwise on behalf of a beneficial 
owner but does not include a clearing 
agency registered pursuant to section 
17A of the Act, or a broker or a dealer. 

(d) Exempt employee benefit plan secu-
rities. For purposes of § 240.14c–7, the 
term ‘‘exempt employee benefit plan 
securities’’ means: 

(1) Securities of the registrant held 
by an employee benefit plan, as defined 
in paragraph (b) of this section, where 
such plan is established by the reg-
istrant; or 

(2) If notice regarding the current 
distribution of information statements 
has been given pursuant to § 240.14c– 
7(a)(1)(ii)(C) or if notice regarding the 
current request for a list of names, ad-
dresses and securities positions of ben-
eficial owners has been given pursuant 
to § 240.14c–7(b)(3), securities of the reg-
istrant held by an employee benefit 
plan, as defined in paragraph (b) of this 
section, where such plan is established 
by an affiliate of the registrant. 

(e) Information statement. The term 
‘‘information statement’’ means the 
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statement required by § 240.14c–2, 
whether or not contained in a single 
document. 

(f) Last fiscal year. The term ‘‘last fis-
cal year’’ of the registrant means the 
last fiscal year of the registrant ending 
prior to the date of the meeting with 
respect to which an information state-
ment is required to be distributed, or if 
the information statement involves 
consents or authorizations in lieu of a 
meeting, the earliest date on which 
they may be used to effect corporate 
action. 

(g) Proxy. The term ‘‘proxy’’ includes 
every proxy, consent or authorization 
within the meaning of section 14(a) of 
the Act. The consent or authorization 
may take the form of failure to object 
or to dissent. 

(h) Record date. The term ‘‘record 
date’’ means the date as of which the 
record holders of securities entitled to 
vote at a meeting or by written con-
sent or authorization shall be deter-
mined. 

(i) Record holder. For purposes of 
§ 240.14c–7, the term ‘‘record holder’’ 
means any broker, dealer, voting trust-
ee, bank, association or other entity 
that exercises fiduciary powers which 
holds securities of record in nominee 
name or otherwise or as a participant 
in a clearing agency registered pursu-
ant to section 17A of the Act. 

(j) Registrant. The term ‘‘registrant’’ 
means: 

(1) The issuer of a class of securities 
registered pursuant to section 12 of the 
Act; or 

(2) An investment company reg-
istered under the Investment Company 
Act of 1940 that has made a public of-
fering of its securities. 

(k) Respondent bank. For purposes of 
§ 240.14c–7, the term ‘‘respondent bank’’ 
means any bank, association or other 
entity that exercises fiduciary powers 
which holds securities on behalf of ben-
eficial owners and deposits such securi-
ties for safekeeping with another bank, 
association or other entity that exer-
cises fiduciary powers. 

[51 FR 44279, Dec. 9, 1986, as amended at 52 
FR 23649, June 24, 1987; 53 FR 16406, May 9, 
1988; 57 FR 1101, Jan. 10, 1992] 

§ 240.14c–2 Distribution of information 
statement. 

(a) In connection with every annual 
or other meeting of the holders of the 
class of securities registered pursuant 
to section 12 of the Act or of a class of 
securities issued by an investment 
company registered under the Invest-
ment Company Act of 1940 that has 
made a public offering of securities, in-
cluding the taking of corporate action 
by the written authorization or con-
sent of security holders, the registrant 
shall transmit a written information 
statement containing the information 
specified in Schedule 14C (§ 240.14c–101) 
or written information statements in-
cluded in registration statements filed 
under the Securities Act of 1933 on 
Form S–4 or F–4 (§ 239.25 or § 239.34 of 
this chapter) or Form N–14 (§ 239.23 of 
this chapter), and containing the infor-
mation specified in such form, to every 
security holder of the class that is en-
titled to vote or give an authorization 
or consent in regard to any matter to 
be acted upon and from whom proxy 
authorization or consent is not solic-
ited on behalf of the registrant pursu-
ant to Section 14(a) of the Act, Provided 
however, That: 

(1) In the case of a class of securities 
in unregistered or bearer form, such 
statements need be transmitted only to 
those security holders whose names are 
known to the registrant, and 

(2) No such statements need to be 
transmitted to a security holder if a 
registrant would be excused from deliv-
ery of an annual report or a proxy 
statement under Rule 14a–3(e)(2) 
(§ 240.14a–3(e)(2)) if such section were 
applicable. 

(b) The information statement shall 
be sent or given at least 20 calendar 
days prior to the meeting date or, in 
the case of corporate action taken pur-
suant to the consents or authorizations 
of security holders, at least 20 calendar 
days prior to the earliest date on which 
the corporate action may be taken. 

(c) If a transaction is a roll-up trans-
action as defined in Item 901(c) of Reg-
ulation S-K (17 CFR 229.901(c)) and is 
registered (or authorized to be reg-
istered) on Form S–4 (17 CFR 229.25) or 
Form F–4 (17 CFR 229.34), the informa-
tion statement must be distributed to 
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security holders no later than the less-
er of 60 calendar days prior to the date 
on which the meeting of security hold-
ers is held or action is taken, or the 
maximum number of days permitted 
for giving notice under applicable state 
law. 

[51 FR 42070, Nov. 20, 1986, as amended at 56 
FR 57254, Nov. 8, 1991; 57 FR 1102, Jan. 10, 
1992; 57 FR 48295, Oct. 22, 1992] 

§ 240.14c–3 Annual report to be fur-
nished security holders. 

(a) If the information statement re-
lates to an annual (or special meeting 
in lieu of the annual) meeting, or writ-
ten consent in lieu of such meeting, of 
security holders at which directors of 
the registrant, other than an invest-
ment company registered under the In-
vestment Company Act of 1940, are to 
be elected, it shall be accompanied or 
preceded by an annual report to secu-
rity holders: 

(1) The annual report shall contain 
the information specified in paragraphs 
(b)(1) through (b)(11) of Rule 14a–3 
(§ 240.14a–3 of this chapter.) 

(2) [Reserved] 

NOTE TO SMALL BUSINESS ISSUERS —In re-
sponding to the disclosure items under para-
graph (b) of Rule 14a–3, (§ 240.14a–3 of this 
chapter) a ‘‘small business issuer,’’ defined 
under Rule 12b–2 of the Exchange Act 
(§ 240.12b–2), shall refer to the disclosure 
items in Regulation S-B (§ 228.10—702 of this 
chapter) rather than Regulation S-K 
(§ 229.10—702 of this chapter). If there is no 
comparable disclosure item in Regulation S- 
B, a small business issuer need not provide 
the information requested. A small business 
issuer shall provide the information in Item 
310(a) of Regulation S-B in lieu of the finan-
cial information required by Rule 14a–3(b)(1) 
(§ 240.14a–3(b)(1)). Small business issuers 
using the transitional small business issuers 
disclosure format in the filing of their most 
recent annual report on Form 10–KSB 
(§ 249.310b of this chapter) need not provide 
the information required by paragraph (b) of 
Rule 14a–3. Rather, those small business 
issuers shall provide only the financial state-
ments required to be filed in their most re-
cent Form 10–KSB. The inclusion of addi-
tional information, including information 
required of non-transitional small business 
issuers, in the annual report to security 
holders will not cause the issuer to be ineli-
gible for the transitional disclosure forms. 

(b) Seven copies of the report sent to 
security holders pursuant to this rule 

shall be mailed to the Commission, 
solely for its information, not later 
than the date on which such report is 
first sent or given to security holders 
or the date on which preliminary cop-
ies, or definitive copies, if preliminary 
filing was not required, of the informa-
tion statement are filed with the Com-
mission pursuant to Rule 14c–5, which-
ever date is later. The report is not 
deemed to be ‘‘filed’’ with the Commis-
sion or subject to this regulation oth-
erwise than as provided in this rule, or 
to the liabilities of section 18 of the 
Act, except to the extent that the reg-
istrant specifically requests that it be 
treated as a part of the information 
statement or incorporates it in the in-
formation statement or other filed re-
port by reference. 

(c) A registrant will be considered to 
have delivered an annual report or in-
formation statement to security hold-
ers of record who share an address if 
the requirements set forth in § 240.14a– 
3(e)(1) are satisfied with respect to the 
annual report or information state-
ment, as applicable. 

(Secs. 6, 7, 8, 10, 19(a), 48 Stat. 78, 79, 81, 85; 
secs. 12, 13, 14, 15(d), 23(a), 48 Stat. 892, 894, 
901; secs. 205, 209, 48 Stat. 906, 908; sec. 203(a), 
49 Stat. 704; secs. 1, 3, 8, 49 Stat. 1375, 1377, 
1379; sec. 301, 54 Stat. 857; secs. 8, 202, 68 Stat. 
685, 686; secs. 3, 4, 5, 6, 78 Stat. 565–568, 569, 
570–574; sec. 1, 79 Stat. 1051; secs. 1, 2, 3, 82 
Stat. 454, 455; secs. 1, 2, 3–5, 28(c), 84 Stat. 
1435, 1497; sec. 105(b), 88 Stat. 1503; secs. 8, 9, 
10, 11, 18, 89 Stat. 117, 118, 119, 121, 155; 15 
U.S.C. 77f, 77g, 77h, 77j, 77s(a), 78l, 78m, 78n, 
78l(d), 78w(a)) 

[39 FR 40770, Nov. 20, 1974, as amended at 45 
FR 63647, Sept. 25, 1980; 51 FR 42071, Nov. 20, 
1986; 52 FR 48984, Dec. 29, 1987; 58 FR 26519, 
May 4, 1993; 59 FR 52700, Oct. 19, 1994; 59 FR 
67765, Dec. 30, 1994; 64 FR 62547, Nov. 16, 1999; 
65 FR 65751, Nov. 2, 2000] 

§ 240.14c–4 Presentation of informa-
tion in information statement. 

(a) The information included in the 
information statement shall be clearly 
presented and the statements made 
shall be divided into groups according 
to subject matter and the various 
groups of statements shall be preceded 
by appropriate headings. The order of 
items and sub-items in the schedule 
need not be followed. Where prac-
ticable and appropriate, the informa-
tion shall be presented in tabular form. 
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All amounts shall be stated in figures. 
Information required by more than one 
applicable item need not be repeated. 
No statement need be made in response 
to any item or sub-item which is inap-
plicable. 

(b) Any information required to be 
included in the information statement 
as to terms of securities or other sub-
ject matters which from a standpoint 
of practical necessity must be deter-
mined in the future may be stated in 
terms of present knowledge and inten-
tion. Subject to the foregoing, informa-
tion which is not known to the reg-
istrant and which it is not reasonably 
within the power of the registrant to 
ascertain or procure may be omitted, if 
a brief statement of the circumstances 
rendering such information unavail-
able is made. 

(c) All printed information state-
ments shall be in roman type at least 
as large and as legible as 10-point mod-
ern type except that to the extent nec-
essary for convenient presentation, fi-
nancial statements and other tabular 
data, but not the notes thereto, may be 
in roman type at least as large and as 
legible as 8-point modern type. All such 
type shall be leaded at least 2 points. 

(d) Where an information statement 
is delivered through an electronic me-
dium, issuers may satisfy legibility re-
quirements applicable to printed docu-
ments, such as type size and font, by 
presenting all required information in 
a format readily communicated to in-
vestors. 

[31 FR 262, Jan. 8, 1966, as amended at 36 FR 
8935, May 15, 1971; 51 FR 42071, Nov. 20, 1986; 
61 FR 24657, May 15, 1996] 

§ 240.14c–5 Filing requirements. 
(a) Preliminary information statement. 

Five preliminary copies of the informa-
tion statement shall be filed with the 
Commission at least 10 calendar days 
prior to the date definitive copies of 
such statement are first sent or given 
to security holders, or such shorter pe-
riod prior to that date as the Commis-
sion may authorize upon a showing of 
good cause therefor. In computing the 
10-day period, the filing date of the pre-
liminary copies is to be counted as the 
first day and the 11th day is the date 
on which definitive copies of the infor-
mation statement may be mailed to se-

curity holders. A registrant, however, 
shall not file with the Commission a 
preliminary information statement if 
it relates to an annual (or special 
meeting in lieu of the annual) meeting, 
of security holders at which the only 
matters to be acted upon are: 

(1) The election of directors; 
(2) The election, approval or ratifica-

tion of accountant(s); 
(3) A security holder proposal identi-

fied in the registrant’s information 
statement pursuant to Item 4 of Sched-
ule 14C (§ 240.14c–101); and/or 

(4) The approval or ratification of a 
plan as defined in paragraph (a)(7)(ii) of 
Item 402 of Regulation S-K 
(§ 229.402(a)(7)(ii) of this chapter) or 
amendments to such a plan. 

This exclusion from filing a prelimi-
nary information statement does not 
apply if the registrant comments upon 
or refers to a solicitation in opposition 
in connection with the meeting in its 
information statement. 

NOTE 1: The filing of revised material does 
not recommence the ten day time period un-
less the revised material contains material 
revisions or material new proposal(s) that 
constitute a fundamental change in the in-
formation statement. 

NOTE 2: The officials responsible for the 
preparation of the information statement 
should make every effort to verify the accu-
racy and completeness of the information re-
quired by the applicable rules. The prelimi-
nary statement should be filed with the 
Commission at the earliest practicable date. 

NOTE 3: Solicitation in Opposition—For 
purposes of the exclusion from filing a pre-
liminary information statement, a ‘‘solici-
tation in opposition’’ includes: (a) Any solic-
itation opposing a proposal supported by the 
registrant; and (b) any solicitation sup-
porting a proposal that the registrant does 
not expressly support, other than a security 
holder proposal identified in the registrant’s 
information statement pursuant to Item 4 of 
Schedule 14C (§ 240.14c–101 of this chapter). 
The identification of a security holder pro-
posal in the registrant’s information state-
ment does not constitute a ‘‘solicitation in 
opposition,’’ even if the registrant opposes 
the proposal and/or includes a statement in 
opposition to the proposal. 

NOTE 4: A registrant that is filing an infor-
mation statement in preliminary form only 
because the registrant has commented on or 
referred to an opposing solicitation should 
indicate that fact in a transmittal letter 
when filing the preliminary material with 
the Commission. 
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(b) Definitive information statement. 
Eight definitive copies of the informa-
tion statement, in the form in which it 
is furnished to security holders, must 
be filed with the Commission no later 
than the date the information state-
ment is first sent or given to security 
holders. Three copies of these mate-
rials also must be filed with, or mailed 
for filing to, each national securities 
exchange on which the registrant has a 
class of securities listed and registered. 

(c) Release dates. All preliminary ma-
terial filed pursuant to paragraph (a) of 
this section shall be accompanied by a 
statement of the date on which copies 
thereof filed pursuant to paragraph (b) 
of this section are intended to be re-
leased to security holders. All defini-
tive material filed pursuant to para-
graph (b) of this section shall be ac-
companied by a statement of the date 
on which copies of such material have 
been released to security holders or, if 
not released, the date on which copies 
thereof are intended to be released. 

(d)(1) Public availability of information. 
All copies of material filed pursuant to 
paragraph (a) of this section shall be 
clearly marked ‘‘Preliminary Copies,’’ 
and shall be deemed immediately avail-
able for public inspection unless con-
fidential treatment is obtained pursu-
ant to paragraph (d)(2) of this section. 

(2) Confidential treatment. If action 
will be taken on any matter specified 
in Item 14 of Schedule 14A (§ 240.14a– 
101), all copies of the preliminary infor-
mation statement filed under para-
graph (a) of this section will be for the 
information of the Commission only 
and will not be deemed available for 
public inspection until filed with the 
Commission in definitive form so long 
as: 

(i) The information statement does 
not relate to a matter or proposal sub-
ject to § 240.13e–3 or a roll-up trans-
action as defined in Item 901(c) of Reg-
ulation S-K (§ 229.901(c) of this chapter); 

(ii) Neither the parties to the trans-
action nor any persons authorized to 
act on their behalf have made any pub-
lic communications relating to the 
transaction except for statements 
where the content is limited to the in-
formation specified in § 230.135 of this 
chapter; and 

(iii) The materials are filed in paper 
and marked ‘‘Confidential, For Use of 
the Commission Only’’. In all cases, the 
materials may be disclosed to any de-
partment or agency of the United 
States Government and to the Con-
gress, and the Commission may make 
any inquiries or investigation into the 
materials as may be necessary to con-
duct an adequate review by the Com-
mission. 

Instruction to paragraph (d)(2): If commu-
nications are made publicly that go beyond 
the information specified in § 230.135, the ma-
terials must be re-filed publicly with the 
Commission. 

(e) Revised information statements. 
Where any information statement filed 
pursuant to this section is amended or 
revised, two of the copies of such 
amended or revised material filed pur-
suant to this section shall be marked 
to indicate clearly and precisely the 
changes effected therein. If the amend-
ment or revision alters the text of the 
material, the changes in such text 
shall be indicated by means of under-
scoring or in some other appropriate 
manner. 

(f) Merger material. Notwithstanding 
the foregoing provisions of this section, 
any information statement or other 
material included in a registration 
statement filed under the Securities 
Act of 1933 on Form N–14, S–4, or F–4 
(§ 239.23, § 239.25 or § 239.34 of this chap-
ter) shall be deemed filed both for the 
purposes of that Act and for the pur-
poses of this section, but separate cop-
ies of such material need not be fur-
nished pursuant to this section, nor 
shall any fee be required under para-
graph (a) of this section. However, any 
additional material used after the ef-
fective date of the registration state-
ment on Form N–14, S–4, or F–4 shall be 
filed in accordance with this section, 
unless separate copies of such material 
are required to be filed as an amend-
ment of such registration statement. 

(g) Fees. At the time of filing a pre-
liminary information statement re-
garding an acquisition, merger, spinoff, 
consolidation or proposed sale or other 
disposition of substantially all the as-
sets of the company, the registrant 
shall pay the Commission a fee, no part 
of which shall be refunded, established 
in accordance with § 240.0–11. 
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(h) Cover page. Each information 
statement filed with the Commission 
shall include a cover page in the form 
set forth in Schedule 14C (§ 240.14c–101). 
The cover page required by this para-
graph need not be distributed to secu-
rity holders. 

[51 FR 42071, Nov. 20, 1986, as amended at 52 
FR 48984, Dec. 29, 1987; 57 FR 48295, Oct. 22, 
1992; 58 FR 14684, Mar. 18, 1993; 58 FR 69226, 
Dec. 30, 1993; 59 FR 67765, Dec. 30, 1994; 61 FR 
49960, Sept. 24, 1996; 64 FR 61459, Nov. 10, 1999] 

§ 240.14c–6 False or misleading state-
ments. 

(a) No information statement shall 
contain any statement which, at the 
time and in the light of the cir-
cumstances under which it is made, is 
false or misleading with respect to any 
material fact, or which omits to state 
any material fact necessary in order to 
make the statements therein not false 
or misleading or necessary to correct 
any statement in any earlier commu-
nication with respect to the same 
meeting or subject matter which has 
become false or misleading. 

(b) The fact that an information 
statement has been filed with or exam-
ined by the Commission shall not be 
deemed a finding by the Commission 
that such material is accurate or com-
plete or not false or misleading, or that 
the Commission has passed upon the 
merits of or approved any statement 
contained therein or any matter to be 
acted upon by security holders. No rep-
resentation contrary to the foregoing 
shall be made. 

[31 FR 262, Jan. 8, 1966] 

§ 240.14c–7 Providing copies of mate-
rial for certain beneficial owners. 

(a) If the registrant knows that secu-
rities of any class entitled to vote at a 
meeting, or by written authorizations 
or consents if no meeting is held, are 
held of record by a broker, dealer, vot-
ing trustee, or bank, association, or 
other entity that exercises fiduciary 
powers in nominee name or otherwise, 
the registrant shall: 

(1) By first class mail or other equal-
ly prompt means: 

(i) Inquire of each such record holder: 
(A) Whether other persons are the 

beneficial owners of such securities 
and, if so, the number of copies of the 

information statement necessary to 
supply such material to such beneficial 
owners; 

(B) In the case of an annual (or spe-
cial meeting in lieu of the annual) 
meeting, or written consents in lieu of 
such meeting, at which directors are to 
be elected, the number of copies of the 
annual report to security holders, nec-
essary to supply such report to such 
beneficial owners for whom proxy ma-
terial has not been and is not to be 
made available and to whom such re-
ports are to be distributed by such 
record holder or its nominee and not by 
the registrant; 

(C) If the record holder or respondent 
bank has an obligation under § 240.14b– 
1(b)(3) or § 240.14b–2(b)(4) (ii) and (iii), 
whether an agent has been designated 
to act on its behalf in fulfilling such 
obligation, and, if so, the name and ad-
dress of such agent; and 

(D) Whether it holds the registrant’s 
securities on behalf of any respondent 
bank and, if so, the name and address 
of each such respondent bank; and 

(ii) Indicate to each such record hold-
er: 

(A) Whether the registrant pursuant 
to paragraph (c) of this section, intends 
to distribute the annual report to secu-
rity holders to beneficial owners of its 
securities whose names, addresses and 
securities positions are disclosed pur-
suant to § 240.14b–1(b)(3) and § 240.14b– 
2(b)(4) (ii) and (iii); 

(B) The record date; and 
(C) At the option of the registrant, 

any employee benefit plan established 
by an affiliate of the registrant that 
holds securities of the registrant that 
the registrant elects to treat as exempt 
employee benefit plan securities; 

(2) Upon receipt of a record holder’s 
or respondent bank’s response indi-
cating, pursuant to § 240.14b–2(a)(1), the 
names and addresses of its respondent 
banks, within one business day after 
the date such response is received, 
make an inquiry of and give notifica-
tion to each such respondent bank in 
the same manner required by para-
graph (a)(1) of this section; Provided, 
however, the inquiry required by para-
graphs (a)(1) and (a)(2) of this section 
shall not cover beneficial owners of ex-
empt employee benefit plan securities; 
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(3) Make the inquiry required by 
paragraph (a)(1) of this section on the 
earlier of: 

(i) At least 20 business days prior to 
the record date of the meeting of secu-
rity holders or the record date of writ-
ten consents in lieu of a meeting; or 

(ii) At least 20 business days prior to 
the date the information statement is 
required to be sent or given pursuant 
to § 240.14c–2(b); 

Provided, however, That, if a record 
holder or respondent bank has in-
formed the registrant that a designated 
office(s) or department(s) is to receive 
such inquiries, the inquiry shall be 
made to such designated office(s) or de-
partment(s); 

(4) Supply, in a timely manner, each 
record holder and respondent bank of 
whom the inquiries required by para-
graphs (a)(1) and (a)(2) of this section 
are made with copies of the informa-
tion statement and/or the annual re-
port to security holders, in such quan-
tities, assembled in such form and at 
such place(s), as the record holder or 
respondent bank may reasonably re-
quest in order to send such material to 
each beneficial owner of securities who 
is to be furnished with such material 
by the record holder or respondent 
bank; and 

(5) Upon the request of any record 
holder or respondent bank that is sup-
plied with information statements and/ 
or annual reports to security holders 
pursuant to paragraph (a)(3) of this sec-
tion, pay its reasonable expenses for 
completing the mailing of such mate-
rial to beneficial owners. 

NOTE 1: If the registrant’s list of security 
holders indicates that some of its securities 
are registered in the name of a clearing 
agency registered pursuant to section 17A of 
the Act (e.g., ‘‘Cede & Co.,’’ nominee for the 
Depository Trust Company), the registrant 
shall make appropriate inquiry of the clear-
ing agency and thereafter of the participants 
in such clearing agency who may hold on be-
half of a beneficial owner or respondent 
bank, and shall comply with the above para-
graph with respect to any such participant 
(see § 240.14c–1 (h)). 

NOTE 2: The attention of registrants is 
called to the fact that each broker, dealer, 
bank, association, and other entity that ex-
ercises fiduciary powers has an obligation 
pursuant to § 240.14b–1 and § 240.14b–2 (except 
as provided therein with respect to exempt 

employee benefit plan securities held in 
nominee name) and, with respect to brokers 
and dealers, applicable self-regulatory orga-
nization requirements to obtain and forward, 
within the time periods prescribed therein, 
(a) information statements to beneficial 
owners on whose behalf it holds securities, 
and (b) annual reports to security holders to 
beneficial owners on whose behalf it holds se-
curities, unless the registrant has notified 
the record holder or respondent bank that it 
has assumed responsibility to mail such ma-
terial to beneficial owners whose names, ad-
dresses, and securities positions are disclosed 
pursuant to § 240.14b–1(b)(3) and § 240.14b– 
2(b)(4) (ii) and (iii). 

NOTE 3: The attention of registrants is 
called to the fact that registrants have an 
obligation, pursuant to paragraph (d) of this 
section, to cause information statements and 
annual reports to security holders to be fur-
nished, in accordance with § 240.14c–2, to ben-
eficial owners of exempt employee benefit 
plan securities. 

(b) Any registrant requesting pursu-
ant to § 240.14b–1(b)(3) and § 240.14b– 
2(b)(4) (ii) and (iii) a list of names, ad-
dresses and securities positions of ben-
eficial owners of its securities who ei-
ther have consented or have not ob-
jected to disclosure of such informa-
tion shall: 

(1) By first class mail or other equal-
ly prompt means, inquire of each 
record holder and each respondent 
bank identified to the registrant pursu-
ant to § 240.14b–2(e)(1) whether such 
record holder or respondent bank holds 
the registrant’s securities on behalf of 
any respondent banks and, if so, the 
name and address of each such respond-
ent bank; 

(2) Request such list be compiled as 
of a date no earlier than five business 
days after the date the registant’s re-
quest is received by the record holder 
or respondent bank; Provided, however, 
That if the record holder or respondent 
bank has informed the registrant that 
a designated office(s) or department(s) 
is to receive such requests, the request 
shall be made to such designated of-
fice(s) or department(s); 

(3) Make such request to the fol-
lowing persons that hold the reg-
istrant’s securities on behalf of bene-
ficial owners: all brokers, dealers, 
banks, associations and other entities 
that exercise fiduciary powers; Pro-
vided, however, such request shall not 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 10:28 Apr 25, 2006 Jkt 208056 PO 00000 Frm 00233 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\208056.XXX 208056



224 

17 CFR Ch. II (4–1–06 Edition) § 240.14c–101 

cover beneficial owners of exempt em-
ployee benefit plan securities as de-
fined in § 240.14a–1(d)(1); and, at the op-
tion of the registrant, such request 
may give notice of any employee ben-
efit plan established by an affiliate of 
the registrant that holds securities of 
the registrant that the registrant 
elects to treat as exempt employee 
benefit plan securities; 

(4) Use the information furnished in 
response to such request exclusively 
for purposes of corporate communica-
tions; and 

(5) Upon the request of any record 
holder or respondent bank to whom 
such request is made, pay the reason-
able expenses, both direct and indirect, 
of providing beneficial owner informa-
tion. 

NOTE: A registrant will be deemed to have 
satisfied its obligations under paragraph (b) 
of this section by requesting consenting and 
non-objecting beneficial owner lists from a 
designated agent acting on behalf of the 
record holder or respondent bank and paying 
to that designated agent the reasonable ex-
penses of providing the beneficial owner in-
formation. 

(c) A registrant, at its option, may 
send by mail or other equally prompt 
means, its annual report to security 
holders to the beneficial owners whose 
identifying information is provided by 
record holders and respondent banks, 
pursuant to § 240.14b–1(b)(3) and 
§ 240.14b–2(b)(4) (ii) and (iii), provided 
that such registrant notifies the record 
holders and respondent banks at the 
time it makes the inquiry required by 
paragraph (a) of this section that the 
registrant will send the annual report 
to security holders to the beneficial 
owners so identified. 

(d) If a registrant furnishes informa-
tion statements to record holders and 
respondent banks who hold securities 
on behalf of beneficial owners, the reg-
istrant shall cause information state-
ments and annual reports to security 
holders to be furnished, in accordance 
with § 240.14c–2, to beneficial owners of 
exempt employee benefit plan securi-
ties. 

[51 FR 44280, Dec. 9, 1986, as amended at 52 
FR 23649, June 24, 1987; 53 FR 16406, May 9, 
1988; 57 FR 1102, Jan. 10, 1992; 61 FR 24657, 
May 15, 1996; 64 FR 62547, Nov. 16, 1999] 

§ 240.14c–101 Schedule 14C. Informa-
tion required in information state-
ment. 

SCHEDULE 14C INFORMATION 

Information Statement Pursuant to Section 14(c) 
of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 

(Amendment No. ) 

Check the appropriate box: 
[ ] Preliminary Information Statement 
[ ] Confidential, for Use of the Commission 

Only (as permitted by Rule 14c–5(d)(2)) 
[ ] Definitive Information Statement 
llllllllllllllllllllllll

(Name of Registrant As Specified In Its 
Charter) 
Payment of Filing Fee (Check the appro-

priate box): 
[ ] No fee required 
[ ] Fee computed on table below per Ex-

change Act Rules 14c–5(g) and 0–11 
(1) Title of each class of securities to which 

transaction applies: 
llllllllllllllllllllllll

(2) Aggregate number of securities to 
which transaction applies: 

llllllllllllllllllllllll

(3) Per unit price or other underlying value 
of transaction computed pursuant to Ex-
change Act Rule 0–11 (set forth the 
amount on which the filing fee is cal-
culated and state how it was deter-
mined): 

llllllllllllllllllllllll

(4) Proposed maximum aggregate value of 
transaction: 

llllllllllllllllllllllll

(5) Total fee paid: 
llllllllllllllllllllllll

[ ] Fee paid previously with preliminary 
materials. 

[ ] Check box if any part of the fee is offset 
as provided by Exchange Act Rule 0– 
11(a)(2) and identify the filing for which 
the offsetting fee was paid previously. 
Identify the previous filing by registra-
tion statement number, or the Form or 
Schedule and the date of its filing. 

(1) Amount Previously Paid: 
llllllllllllllllllllllll

(2) Form, Schedule or Registration State-
ment No.: 

llllllllllllllllllllllll

(3) Filing Party: 
llllllllllllllllllllllll

(4) Date Filed: 
llllllllllllllllllllllll

NOTE 

NOTE: Where any item, other than Item 4, 
calls for information with respect to any 
matter to be acted upon at the meeting or, if 
no meeting is being held, by written author-
ization or consent, such item need be an-
swered only with respect to proposals to be 
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made by the registrant. Registrants and 
acquirees that meet the definition of ‘‘small 
business issuer’’ under Rule 12b–2 of the Ex-
change Act (§ 240.12b–2) shall refer to the dis-
closure items in Regulation S-B (§ 228.10 et 
seq. of this chapter) and not Regulation S-K 
(§ 229.10 et seq. of this chapter). If there is no 
comparable disclosure item in Regulation S- 
B, small business issuers need not provide 
the information requested. Small business 
issuers shall provide the financial informa-
tion in Item 310 of Regulation S-B in lieu of 
any financial statements required by Item 1 
of § 240.14c–101. 

Item 1. Information required by Items of 
Schedule 14A (17 CFR 240.14a–101). Furnish the 
information called for by all of the items of 
Schedule 14A of Regulation 14A (17 CFR 
240.14a–101) (other than Items 1(c). 2, 4 and 5 
thereof) which would be applicable to any 
matter to be acted upon at the meeting if 
proxies were to be solicited in connection 
with the meeting. Notes A, C, D, and E to 
Schedule 14A are also applicable to Schedule 
14C. 

Item 2. Statement that proxies are not solic-
ited. The following statement shall be set 
forth on the first page of the information 
statement in bold-face type: 

WE ARE NOT ASKING YOU FOR A PROXY AND 
YOU ARE REQUESTED NOT TO SEND US A 
PROXY 

Item 3. Interest of certain persons in or oppo-
sition to matters to be acted upon. (a) Describe 
briefly any substantial interest, direct or in-
direct, by security holdings or otherwise, of 
each of the following persons in any matter 
to be acted upon, other than elections to of-
fice: 

(1) Each person who has been a director or 
officer of the registrant at any time since 
the beginning of the last fiscal year; 

(2) Each nominee for election as a director 
of the registrant; 

(3) Each associate of any of the foregoing 
persons. 

(b) Give the name of any director of the 
registrant who has informed the registrant 
in writing that he intends to oppose any ac-
tion to be taken by the registrant at the 
meeting and indicate the action which he in-
tends to oppose. 

Item 4. Proposals by security holders. If any 
security holder entitled to vote at the meet-
ing or by written authorization or consent 
has submitted to the registrant a reasonable 
time before the information statement is to 
be transmitted to security holders a pro-
posal, other than elections to office, which is 
accompanied by notice of his intention to 
present the proposal for action at the meet-
ing the registrant shall, if a meeting is held, 
make a statement to that effect, identify the 
proposal and indicate the disposition pro-
posed to be made of the proposal by the reg-
istrant at the meeting. 

Instructions. 1. This item need not be an-
swered as to any proposal submitted with re-
spect to an annual meeting if such proposal 
is submitted less than 60 days in advance of 
a day corresponding to the date of mailing a 
proxy statement or information statement 
in connection with the last annual meeting 
of security holders. 

2. If the registrant intends to rule a pro-
posal out of order, the Commission shall be 
so advised 20 calendar days prior to the date 
the definitive copies of the information 
statement are filed with the Commission, to-
gether with a statement of the reasons why 
the proposal is not deemed to be a proper 
subject for action by security holders. 

Item 5. Delivery of documents to secu-
rity holders sharing an address. If one 
annual report or information state-
ment is being delivered to two or more 
security holders who share an address, 
furnish the following information in 
accordance with § 240.14a–3(e)(1): 

(a) State that only one annual report 
or information statement, as applica-
ble, is being delivered to multiple secu-
rity holders sharing an address unless 
the registrant has received contrary in-
structions from one or more of the se-
curity holders; 

(b) Undertake to deliver promptly 
upon written or oral request a separate 
copy of the annual report or informa-
tion statement, as applicable, to a se-
curity holder at a shared address to 
which a single copy of the documents 
was delivered and provide instructions 
as to how a security holder can notify 
the registrant that the security holder 
wishes to receive a separate copy of an 
annual report or information state-
ment, as applicable; 

(c) Provide the phone number and 
mailing address to which a security 
holder can direct a notification to the 
registrant that the security holder 
wishes to receive a separate annual re-
port or proxy statement, as applicable, 
in the future; and 

(d) Provide instructions how security 
holders sharing an address can request 
delivery of a single copy of annual re-
ports or information statements if they 
are receiving multiple copies of annual 
reports or information statements. 

[51 FR 42072, Nov. 20, 1986, as amended at 52 
FR 48984, Dec. 29, 1987; 57 FR 36495, Aug. 13, 
1992; 58 FR 14684, Mar. 18, 1993; 59 FR 67765, 
Dec. 30, 1994; 61 FR 49960, Sept. 24, 1996; 65 FR 
65752, Nov. 2, 2000] 
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REGULATION 14D 

ATTENTION ELECTRONIC FILERS 

THIS REGULATION SHOULD BE READ IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH REGULATION S-T 
(PART 232 OF THIS CHAPTER), WHICH 
GOVERNS THE PREPARATION AND SUB-
MISSION OF DOCUMENTS IN ELECTRONIC 
FORMAT. MANY PROVISIONS RELATING 
TO THE PREPARATION AND SUBMISSION 
OF DOCUMENTS IN PAPER FORMAT CON-
TAINED IN THIS REGULATION ARE SU-
PERSEDED BY THE PROVISIONS OF REG-
ULATION S-T FOR DOCUMENTS RE-
QUIRED TO BE FILED IN ELECTRONIC 
FORMAT. 

§ 240.14d–1 Scope of and definitions 
applicable to Regulations 14D and 
14E. 

(a) Scope. Regulation 14D (§§ 240.14d–1 
through 240.14d–101) shall apply to any 
tender offer which is subject to section 
14(d)(1) of the Act, including, but not 
limited to, any tender offer for securi-
ties of a class described in that section 
which is made by an affiliate of the 
issuer of such class. Regulation 14E 
(§§ 240.14e–1 and 240.14e–2) shall apply to 
any tender offer for securities (other 
than exempted securities) unless other-
wise noted therein. 

(b) The requirements imposed by sec-
tions 14(d)(1) through 14(d)(7) of the 
Act, Regulation 14D and Schedules TO 
and 14D–9 thereunder, and Rule 14e–1 of 
Regulation 14E under the Act, shall be 
deemed satisfied with respect to any 
tender offer, including any exchange 
offer, for the securities of an issuer in-
corporated or organized under the laws 
of Canada or any Canadian province or 
territory, if such issuer is a foreign pri-
vate issuer and is not an investment 
company registered or required to be 
registered under the Investment Com-
pany Act of 1940, if less than 40 percent 
of the class of securities outstanding 
that is the subject of the tender offer is 
held by U.S. holders, and the tender 
offer is subject to, and the bidder com-
plies with, the laws, regulations and 
policies of Canada and/or any of its 
provinces or territories governing the 
conduct of the offer (unless the bidder 
has received an exemption(s) from, and 
the tender offer does not comply with, 
requirements that otherwise would be 
prescribed by Regulation 14D or 14E), 
provided that: 

(1) In the case of tender offers subject 
to section 14(d)(1) of the Act, where the 
consideration for a tender offer subject 
to this section consists solely of cash, 
the entire disclosure document or doc-
uments required to be furnished to 
holders of the class of securities to be 
acquired shall be filed with the Com-
mission on Schedule 14D–1F (§ 240.14d– 
102) and disseminated to shareholders 
of the subject company residing in the 
United States in accordance with such 
Canadian laws, regulations and poli-
cies; or 

(2) Where the consideration for a ten-
der offer subject to this section in-
cludes securities of the bidder to be 
issued pursuant to the offer, any reg-
istration statement and/or prospectus 
relating thereto shall be filed with the 
Commission along with the Schedule 
14D–1F referred to in paragraph (b)(1) 
of this section, and shall be dissemi-
nated, together with the home jurisdic-
tion document(s) accompanying such 
Schedule, to shareholders of the sub-
ject company residing in the United 
States in accordance with such Cana-
dian laws, regulations and policies. 

NOTES: 1. For purposes of any tender offer, 
including any exchange offer, otherwise eli-
gible to proceed in accordance with Rule 14d– 
1(b) under the Act, the issuer of the subject 
securities will be presumed to be a foreign 
private issuer and U.S. holders will be pre-
sumed to hold less than 40 percent of such 
outstanding securities, unless (a) the aggre-
gate trading volume of that class on national 
securities exchanges in the United States 
and on NASDAQ exceeded its aggregate trad-
ing volume on securities exchanges in Can-
ada and on the Canadian Dealing Network, 
Inc. (‘‘CDN’’) over the 12 calendar month pe-
riod prior to commencement of this offer, or 
if commenced in response to a prior offer, 
over the 12 calendar month period prior to 
the commencement of the initial offer (based 
on volume figures published by such ex-
changes and NASDAQ and CDN); (b) the most 
recent annual report or annual information 
form filed or submitted by the issuer with se-
curities regulators of Ontario, Quebec, Brit-
ish Columbia or Alberta (or, if the issuer of 
the subject securities is not a reporting 
issuer in any of such provinces, with any 
other Canadian securities regulator) or with 
the Commission indicates that U.S. holders 
hold 40 percent or more of the outstanding 
subject class of securities; or (c) the offeror 
has actual knowledge that the level of U.S. 
ownership equals or exceeds 40 percent of 
such securities. 
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