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As we mark this solemn anniversary, I call upon all our citizens to express
their patriotism and their gratitude for the blessings of liberty. By flying the
flag, supporting military families, and teaching young people about our
founding ideals, we honor the lives lost on September 11, 2001, and since,
and we help preserve our freedom for future generations.

By a joint resolution approved December 18, 2001 (Public Law 107-89), the
Congress has designated September 11 of each year as “Patriot Day.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim September 11, 2005, as Patriot Day. I call
upon the Governors of the United States and the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, as well as appropriate officials of all units of government, to direct
that the flag be flown at half-staff on Patriot Day. I call upon the people
of the United States to observe Patriot Day with appropriate ceremonies
and activities, including remembrance services, to display the flag at half-
staff from their homes on that day, and to observe a moment of silence be-
ginning at 8:46 a.m. eastern daylight time to honor the innocent victims
who lost their lives as a result of the terrorist attacks of September 11,
2001.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of
September, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7930 of September 16, 2005
National POW/MIA Recognition Day, 2005

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In every generation, members of our Armed Forces have answered the call
of service in our Nation’s hour of need. These patriots have defended our
freedom and way of life, triumphed over brutal enemies, and answered the
prayers of millions. On National POW/MIA Recognition Day, we honor the
Americans who have been prisoners of war and recognize them for endur-
ing unimaginable hardships while serving in military conflicts around the
globe. We also remember those who are still missing in action, and we
renew our commitment to keep searching until we have accounted for
every Soldier, Sailor, Airman, and Marine missing in the line of duty.

On National POW/MIA Recognition Day, the flag of the National League of
Families of American Prisoners and Missing in Southeast Asia is flown
over the White House, the Capitol, the Departments of State, Defense, and
Veterans Affairs, the Selective Service System Headquarters, the National
Vietnam Veterans and Korean War Veterans Memorials, U.S. Military In-
stallations, national cemeteries, and other locations across our country. The
flag is a reminder of our continued commitment to those brave patriots im-
prisoned while serving in conflicts around the world and of our pledge to
continue to achieve the fullest possible accounting for all our men and
women in uniform who are still missing. Americans are blessed with the
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freedom made possible by the service and sacrifice of so many. On Na-
tional POW/MIA Recognition Day, our entire Nation honors and pays spe-
cial tribute to our prisoners of war and those who remain missing.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Friday, September 16, 2005,
as National POW/MIA Recognition Day. I call upon the people of the
United States to join me in saluting all American POWs and those missing
in action who valiantly served our country. I call upon Federal, State, and
local government officials and private organizations to observe this day
with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7931 of September 16, 2005
National Hispanic Heritage Month, 2005

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Throughout our history, America has been a land of diversity and has bene-
fitted from the contributions of people of different backgrounds brought to-
gether by a love of liberty. During National Hispanic Heritage Month, we
celebrate the achievements of Hispanic Americans and the significant role
they have played in making our Nation strong, prosperous, and free.

The contributions of Hispanic Americans have made a positive impact on
every part of our society. Americans of Hispanic descent are astronauts and
athletes, doctors and teachers, lawyers and scientists. The vibrancy of our
Nation’s Hispanic performers enriches music, dancing, and the arts. His-
panic Americans serve at every level of government, including as Attorney
General of the United States and Secretary of Commerce. Latino entre-
preneurs are starting and growing businesses all across America, creating
jobs and opportunities. The hard work and determination of Hispanic
Americans continue to inspire all those who dream of a better life for them-
selves and their families.

Our Nation’s Hispanic community has contributed to the advance of free-
dom abroad and to the defense of freedom at home. In every generation,
Hispanic Americans have served valiantly in the United States military.
Today there are more than 200,000 Hispanic Americans serving in the
Armed Forces, and our Nation is grateful for their courage and sacrifice.
In addition, thousands of Hispanic Americans are helping to defend and
protect our homeland by serving as police officers and firefighters. All
Americans are thankful for their daily work in helping to keep our Nation
safe.

During National Hispanic Heritage Month, we join together to recognize the
proud history and rich culture of Hispanic Americans. To honor the
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